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‘Infroduction
GET READY FOR GRE OR GMAT

| ANALYTICAL WRITING -

given issue of broad inteliecrual interest and Support that position
with reasons and/or examples (45-minute time limit on the GRE:
30-minute time limit on the GAMAT).

, During your GRE or GMAT tests (both of which Ar¢ now administereq
only by computer), the computerized testing system will randomly select

Okay, you've committed yourself o taking the GRE (or GMAT), Perhaps
you've already bought one o those big, thick test-prep books o help vou Bet
ready for your exam. But it vou're like most rest takers, vou've pPutoff any
earnest attempe prepire for the nvo €35ays. focusing insteqq on the

terson’s m Writing Skiits Jor the {E i, pen.:rsonscmn
U/GMAT Teses
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exam’s multiple-choice sections. Why do so many test takers neglect Analyt-
cal Writing when it comes to GRE and GMAT prep? Probably for one or more

of the followmq TeaAsSOns:

Ao o fcde doa
o The task is intimidating because there's no room for guevcwork

During the exam’s multiple-choice sections, You can score points
by making lucky. random guesses and by making so-calied “edu-
cated” guesses (by eliminating some answer choices). But it's
impossible to fake vour way through the essay sections.

o Scoring the essays is so subjective. 1t's difficult to know what the
readers will reward you for and where you stand in relation to
other test takers—or $0 you think.

o Writing essays is such bard work. Organizing and composing an
essay inherently requires far more activiry, both mentally and physi-
cally, than analyzing and answering a multiple-choice question.

s There are so many possible essay questions but so little time o
get ready for them. Since ETS has pre-disclosed all of the questions,
you might feel you're at a competitive disadvantage unless you're
ready for cach and every one of them. And given a pool of 250
guestions, who has the time, let alone the brain power, to get
ready for every single one? Not you—so you wonder why you
should ever bother trying.

Take heart; Nearly all your peers experience similar insecurities about the
GRE or GMAT writing tasks. And by picking up this book, you've taken an
important first step toward overcoming your anxiety!

SOME TESTING TERMINOLOGY YOU SHOULD KNOW

GRE TERMINOLOGY

WAV PRtersons.com

Throughout this book, 1 refer to various acronyms and other terms that
test makers use and you should know. This first one is for GRE as well as
GMAT test takers:

ETS This is the nonprofit organization that creates the GRE and
GMAT tests, administers the exams, and reports exam scores to the
graduate schools. ETS also conducts ongoing research projects aimed
at improving its tests.

)

GRE General Test or GRE (Graduate Record Exarm). Sitting for this
exam is a prerequisite for admission to many college and university '
graduate programs (Masters and Ph.D.). The GRE is desipned to measure a
broad range of verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing abilities. Remem-

“ber, the exam is offered only by computer now (except in some remorte

locations outside the U.S.). i

2 i Peterson’s ™ Writing Skills for:the’
GRE/GMAT Tests



GET READY FOR GRE OR GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITING
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Analytical Writing section. This is the section of the GRE thar includes- -
the two writing tasks. This test Section is new on the GRE as of October----
12002 . B g

N - tWo writing tasks on the Analytical Writing section of the GRE. Through.
out this book, I refer to it by the single word “Issue” (using an uppercise
“I™. '

Analytical Writing section of the GRE. Throughout this book, I refer to it

by the single word “‘Argument” (using an uppercase “A").

GMAT TerminoLogy

GMAT CAT (Graduare Management Admission T est, .Com uter-Adaptive .
., . . \ .. R chitren Lol T e

Test). Sitting for this €Xam is a prerequisite -for mntﬁcﬂ?u at most

graduate business schools (MBA progrums). The GMAT is designed to

Mmeasure a broad range of verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing

abilities. Since the GMAT is offered only by computer now (except in

some remote locations outside the U.S.), the acronym “GMAT" is synony-

mous with “GMAT CAT."

GMAC (Graduate Management dAdmission Council). This policy-making
organization guides business schools in establishing their admission
fequirements and guidelines, GMAC also confers with ETS about possibie
refinements in the GMAT and about possible changes in policies and
procedures with fespect to GMAT evaluation and score reporting, GMAC
is primarily comprised of administrators from various graduate manage-
ment schools.,

AWA (Analytical Writing rissessment). This is the term that GMAC and
LTS use in referring to the two GMAT €554y secuons uas a unit and to the
single score that ETS awards for hoth €551vs.

R S A
ferson’s m Wr‘lf.r'ng Skills for the www—P*“"’""‘-“’_@I‘.‘_’“"’“
Y/CMAT Tests ~ Ll
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Analysis of an Issue. This is the name of one of the tvo GMAT essay
tasks. Throughout this book, 1 refer to it by the single word “1ssuc” (using
an uppercase “I7). .

Annl}}sis of an Argument. This is the name of the other GMAT essay
tasks. Throughout this book, I refer to it by the single word “Argument”
{using an uppercase "A").

THE OFFICIAL “POOLS” OF GRE AND GMAT ESSAY
QUESTIONS

During your GRE (or GMAT) sitting, the computerized testing system will
randomly select your Issue and Argument questions from a large database,
or “pool.” (You won't know beforehand which particular questions the
testing system will. present to you.) ETS has predisclosed its complete pool
of essay questions for each of the two exams. To get the greatest possible
benefit from this book, especially from the sample essays in Parts 5-8, you
should obtain your official list. They’re available on line, and the GMAT list-
is also available in print. (For details, see below.)

Tue PooL ofF ‘GRE Essay QUESTIONS .

The official list (pool) of GRE Analytical Writing questions currenty
. consists of 125 Issues and 125 Arguments, Here are three different ways to
obuain the complete list:

« View the list, free of charge and without registration, at the official
GRE Web site (www.gre.org). Follow the link to the description of
meem e the GRE General Test, then locate the description of the Analytical
Writing section. There, you'll find separate links to the list of Issues
and list of Arguments.

» Link directly to the Issue and Argument lists from my GRE Anaiyti-
cal Writing Web site (www.west.net/~siewart/grewa).

» The two lists might be available from ETS in printed form. For the
Jatest information, check my updare page at this book's Web site
(Werw, wWest.net/~stewart/ws),

THE PO-OL‘-'OF ‘GMAT Essay QUESTIONS

The -official list {pool) of GMAT essay questions (fr the admissions year
2001-02) consists of 125 Issues and 125 Arguments. Here are three
different ways to cbtain the list

» Download the list, free of charge and without registration, from the
GMAC's official GMAT Web site (www.mba.com). The list is
available only as a PDF (portable document format) file, not as an

www.pe:e;nons.com : [Zl Peterson's & Writing Skills for the
GRE/GMAT Tests



GET READY FOR GRE OR GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITING

HTML file (Web page). A single file contains all 125 Arg{.lmc:nt.s and
125 Issues. The file is 38 pages in length; you'll find the Arguments
on pages 1-25 and the Issues on pages 26-38.

’_ 1 meTa s el e

: Y IR PP LR S VR J"“"“";'"

NOTE* '1'0 view tthDF'ﬁlc,_}fou Lbnce¢Adobe’sAcrobar _
‘Weader’softwnn:, Im:dl' chlﬂ:lood,,Acrobar‘ Readerusaircady <
i Insmllcd. on'your computcr* Iﬁ:t:lsnit;you’ll‘ ﬂndﬂmzmctions.

T

=""ﬁn= dawnibading:ambmstalhng1ﬁwﬁmyom com& amsamu*-_

+ * Download the PDF file described above via my GMAT Analytical
Writing Web site (www.west.net/~stewart/awa).

- » ETS publishes the GMAT essay questions in a printed publication:
The Official Guide for GMAT Review ($19.95). The questions are not
published in the official GMAT Information Bulletin (free from ETS).

WHAT YOU’LL LEARN FROM THIS BOOK

Part ¥

Peterson's
GRE/GMAT Tests

This book is designed as a stand-alone resource for GRE and GMAT essay
preparation. In Parts 1-4, you'll learn how to brzinstorm, organize, and
compose your best possible GRE or GMAT essays—all within the con-
straints of the exam's testing environment. Then, in Parts 3-8, you'll learn
how to apply what you read in Parts 1-4, by studying model responses to
a variety of Issues and Arguments from the official pools.

Part 1 is the primé’r, where )'rbu'lvl'fa_xmﬁmzc yourself with both essay
sections (Issue and ‘Argument). [n Part\1, you'll learn:

» Ground rules for the two essay sections

About typical Issues and Arguments

About the Writing Assessment computer interface
e What to expect of the exam’s special word processor

¢ How your essays are scored, evaluated, and reported

At the end of Part 1, you'll perform two diagnostic writing tasks under
simulated exam conditions. You'll then score your own essay by using the

official scoring criteria and by comparing your essayvs with scored SLLHVE

compaosed by other test takers.,

Writing Skills for the E : L. el eTSONs. com



PARTS 2 AND 3

Parts 2 and 3 provide the basic training you need to score your-best on
the Issue essay and Argument essay, respectiveiy. These Two parts walk

" you, step-by-step, through the process of:

e Analyzing thie Issue (or Argument), to ensure your ideas are the type
that the readers reward with a top score

« Outlining and organizing your essay to achieve a cohesive product in which
your ideas flow logicaily and coherently from one to the next

e Aliocating your time to ensure a good balance berween depth and
breadth, so that you don’t'end up with a truncated e¢ssay, rough-draf,
or an outline-only-essay- . "~ -

Part 2 also provides bfiinst_oi-rriing suggestions and resources for the Issue

essay to help ensure that you're not caught without anything to say about

== jgue at pan”. Pamz & alse goes into great depth about the various

~gical fallacies and oier reascnig rroblems that the zest makers Lhd
i~t0 GRE and GMAT Arguments and that you must ¢ ailal v Anaiadies sl
score high on your Argument €ssay. You'll learn hTwv Giswe 35 €A YL L

-of problem in an articulate manner, thereby leaving a disitin'ctly positive

ParT 4

impression on the reader. f

In scoring your essays, GRE and GMAT readers take into account not just
your ideas but also how effectively your words, phrases, and sentences

 communicate those ideas. To ensure yourself 4 top score, you should

strive 1o demonstrate the-following to the reader:

« An appropriately mature writing style

‘e Good control of the elements of standard written English (grammar,

PaRTs D, 0 ., AND

[

RO PRLeTSONS.COMm

sentence constnuction, and sentence sense)

e A solid command of the English language through proper diction (word’
choice and usage) and idioms

Part 4 contains a style guide, a-grammar review, and vocabulary, usage,
and idiom tips to help you accomplish evervthing in the above list.

8

... - Parts 5-8 contain responses 1o some of the Issuesand Arguments from the

official GRE and GMAT. pools. (Parts 5 and G are for GRE test takers only;
Parts 7 and 8 are for GMAT test takers only.} As you read these essays,
keep in mind they were not composed under timed conditions. Also, 1 did
quite a bit of fine-tuning 10 make them better models for you to study. 5o
don't be concerned if your essays aren't as polished as mine. Be realistic
about what you can produce under €xam conditions.

Peterson’s 8  Writing Skills for the

GRE/GMAT Tests
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GET READY FOR GRE OR GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITING

How to Use the Essays in Parts 5-8

My essays are intended to provide you with substantive, organizational,
and style ideas for €oOmposing your essays. There’s nothing wrong with
borrowing ideas, reasons, and transitional phr:z_scs from my samples and

ideas, arguments, and phrases. Do try

examples, especially in your Issue essay, and be sure that.in both essays.
YOou express your ideas j»r Your own words,

How Not to Use the Essays in Parts 5-8.

Whatever you do; do not try ra-iuemorizc My essays. Why not? The tora]
number of questions in the official pooi is more than six times the number
- o I provide in this book. So, even if you memorize all forty of my GRE (or

A0 €552y to its question, refer to the essay’s number, which corresponds (o
its position in the official pool (at the time this book £0€s o print). For
€xample, an vsay thae is labeled “Issue No. 13" would correspond to the
thirteenth fssuc in the official Lige. (The questions in the official fists are

son’s R Writing Shiis Jor the L7 i
YGMAT Tests

Wiy petersons. com
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR GRE AND GMAT
ANALYTICAL WRITING

. Although this book is vour best smgh: resource for GRE and GMAT essay
preparation. it should nul necessarily be your only resource. If vou have
more time to get ready for your exam, suppiement this book with one of
my other two Analytical Writing test-prep books (both published by
Peterson’'s):

GRE—Answers to the Real Essay Questions. This book contiins my
essavs for all 250 official GRE questions (125 Issues, 125 Arguments).
More information is available at the book’s Internet Edition

(wwrw, west.net/~stewart/greway.

GMAT CAT—Answers to the Real Essay Questions. The book's
second edition contains model essays for 230 official GMAT questions
(115 Issues, 115 Arguments). More information is available at the
book's Intemet Edition (www._ west.net/~stewart/awa).

1CONIC SYMBOLS‘-USED IN THIS BOOK

Throughout this book, you'll encounter the following symbols:
11! denotes material that applies only to the GRE

‘HX11 denotes material that applies only 1o the GMAT

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

S, Petersons. comt

. Mark Alan Stewart (B.A., Economics,-].D., University of California at Los --

Angeles) is an anorney and one of roday’s preeminent authorities and
top-selling authors on the subject of graduate-level entrance exams. For
more than a decade, Mr. Stewart served as a consultant to schools in the
University of California and California State University systems in graduate-
level eatrance exam programs. His books on GMAT, LSAT, and GRE
preparation continue 10 be top-sellers among aspiring business, law, and
graduate students. His other book-length publications for graduate-level

_admjssions include GRE-LSAT-GMAT-MCAT Reading Comprebension
. Workbook, GMAT CAT—Answers to the Real Essay Questions, Teach

Yourself the GMAT CAT in 24 Hours, Teach Yourself the GRE in 24

Hours, 30 Days to the LSAT, 30 Days to the GM4T CAT, GRE-LSAT Logic

Workbook, GRE—Answers to the Real Essay Questions, and Perfect
Personal Statements—Law, Business, Medical, Graduate School (all
published by Peterson’s),

Peterson’s W Writing Skills for the
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Part 1

ALL THE FACTS ABOUT GRE
AND GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITING

v ere, in Past 1, you'll familiarize yourself with both of the GRE
and GMAT writing tasks. At the end of Part 1, yoor'll perform
two diagnostic writing tasks under simulated exam conditions,

and then you'll score your own ©Ssays using the official scoring criteria.

GRE AND GMAT ANALYTICAL WRIT] NG—AT A GLANCE

.WHAT's Coverep

Present Your Perspective on.an Issue (GRE) or Analysis of an
Issue (GMAT)

In this essay, you adopt a position on a given issue of broad inteltecrual
interest and Support that position with reasons and/or examples.

Analyze an Argument (GRE) or Analysis of an Argument (GMAT)
[n this essay, you analyze a paragraph-length argument, pointing out and
discussing problems with its line of reasoning, adequacy and use of
evidence, and internal logic. Co - :

Essay Toric Setection ) |
) The computerized testing system will select your topics randomiy from its
large poot of Issue starements and Arguments,

GRE . :

The system will present fwo Issue topics, one of which you'll choose for
your [ssue writing rask. However, you won't have 3 choice when it comes
10 the Argument.task: the System will randomly select only one Argument
to which you must respond.

GMAT

The system will present 1o you one Issue stacement and one Argument to
which vou must respond. You won't be uble to select among choices.

werson’s & Writing Skilly for 1he f 9 l wiviv.petersons.com | _

RE/GMAT Jesty U e i ..—_T
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Time ALLowed

{GroUND RuLES

Sxies Tesrep

UL, Petersons.com

GRE
45 minutes for the issue writing task
30 minutes for the Argument writing task

GMAT
30 minutes for the 1ssue writing task
30 minutes for the Argument writing task

- No break is provided berween the two writing tasks.

. The testing system does not allow you to spend more than 45 minutes

(GRE) or 30 minutes (GMAT) on the Issue writing task, nor does it
allow you to spend more than 30 minutes on the Argument writing
task. : ' '

. The testing system does not allow you to return to the first writii:g

task once you've moved on to the second ask. But if you've finishec
the first-one-early, you.can proceed irmmediately to the second one at
your option.

- Scratch paper and pencils are provided (just as for the multiple-choice -

sections).

. The testing system might present the tv'o tasks to you in either order.

- On the GMAT, you must use the word processor built inte the testing

system to compose your essays. On the GRE, you can either use the

- testing system’s built-in word processor or submit your responses in

handwritten form.

. The testing system imposes no word limit on cither response. (The

only limitation on length is the practical limjtation associated with
your time limit.)

Content
Your ability to present cogent, persuasive, and relevant ideas and argu-
ments through sound reasoning and relevant supporting exampies

Organization
Your ability to present your ideas in an organized and cohesive fashion

Peterson's @ Writing Skills for tire
— GRE/GMAT Tests
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ALL THE FACTS ABOUT GRE AND GMAT AN

Mechanics
Your facility with the conventions o
grammar and synrax (sentence struc

RO 'M)mem|’iil“h¥'\-"‘\‘!p5’iﬂr_‘:n’.‘;‘.}q‘]:ﬂxﬁ; M e ey oy g I AU
B LRI . P LR R - T

- NOTE::

'_.wprd?bx?occssoc_'_docs not include-
_f;z_‘am_{i-na.r-chcd_(tr.); '

Each of your two €s58ays is evaluared

ALYTICAL WRITING

f standard written English, including
Ture).

3

sYoqq-‘e:ésgyérwon?t bc-cvnluntcdbasccf on‘iﬁpc:ll_iz.;z'*";énd{'f,ff,. L b )

' -i‘ffféilﬂ@t}iéﬁfvﬂi@!mxizmmﬂ:‘fﬁ'ﬂ&%s’il_qh-crcp?s andithey inrerfere: (i,
Awithiyourability: o communicate;your idea¥ effectiveiy:

N

(The builtin-«.
cither a spellchecker or g

N T

G), 6 being the highest possible score, based on the skill areas _h'srcd above.
You'll receive g single Analytical Writing score, which is an average of the

the reader will considérhow effectively you:

* Recognize and des| with the
issue

complexities and implications of the

* Organize, develop, and €Xpress your ideas

. Suppor; your ideas (with reasons and exampies)

* Control the elements of standard written English

NOTE: For the Issue writing task, there is no “correct” or
“best” answer or perspective on an Issue. In other words,
what's important is how effectively you present and support

your position, not whar Yo

Writing Skills for the I 11 !

ur position s,
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/HAaT GRE anD GMAT Issues Look Like

vYour GRE or GMAT issue will consist of two clements:
e A briel dircctive (description of vour task)
e A 1-2 sentence statemen! of opinion on in issuc

The statement will appear as a quotation {(in quotation marks). On the
GRE, the directive precedes the topic: on the GMAT. it follows the topic.
Here are two sampies that are sinilar to Issues in the official pools
-(although vou won't encounter cither one on vour exam}:

§1l A Typical GRE Issuc
Present vour perspective on the following issue; use relevant reasons
and/or examples to SUpPOrt you viewpoint.

“In order to achieve greatness in a particular field-—=whether it be in
the arts. sciences, or politics—any individual must challenge tradition
and the conventional wisdom of the time.” )

mull A Typical GMAT Issue :
“No business should sacrifice the quality of its products or services
for the-sake of maximizing profits.” .

1n your view, how accurate is the foregoing statement? Use reasons ‘
and/or examples from your experience, observation, and/or reading i
1o explain your viewpoint,

(he GRE Issue Directive
The directive for every GRE Issue in the official pool is exactly the same
(essentally as indicated above). |
The GMAT Issue Directive !
The directives for the Issues in the official GMAT pool are all similar, yet
they are not all exactly the same. All bur a handful of issues in the pool
include essentially one of the following directives:

« Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with this statement

« Assess the accuracy of this statement

P -

e Explain the meaning of this quoration (or statement)

The first directive listed appecars most frequently. But remember: Regard-

“less of the particular direcdve, your‘t.ask is essentially the same for any onc
of the pool’s Issues—take a position on the Issue and support that position
with reasons and/or examples.

WELLY, PELETSONS.CO™ Peterson’s @ Writing Skills for the
GRE/GMAT Tests



ALL THE FACTS ABOUT GRE AND GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITING

“: NQTE:. Directives fornpprdanmatclytcn Issues in the GMA'I."..pooI are
“more idlosyncratic and specific ta the statement given. Be om the
. lookour for them in.the: official-pool; and if the testing systerr deals:
_you one of these, be sure:that your essay. responds specifically to thiac.
Wdircctive. Lo .

- ey

Trpes oF Issues IN THE OFriciaL. Pools

GRE and GMAT Issue statements are designed to cover a broad spectrum
of issues of intellecmal interest and with which college and grmmduarte-level
. - . students often deal, '

L)

Common Themes Among GRE Issues
The topics in the official GRE Issue pool share many common themes.
Although each Issue statement in the pool is unique, the basic themes
cover a lot of common ground. Here’s 2 list of themes that cover most of
the statements in the pool (listed here in no particular orden):

* Conformity and tradition versus individuality and innovation

* Practicality and utility versus creativity and pr:rson‘al ensichment
* The importance of cultural identity (customs, rituals, and ideals)
* Keys to individual success and progress

* Keys to societal progress and how we define it

* How we obtain or advance knowledge and what constitutes
knowledge or advancement of knowledge |

* The objectives and methods of formal education
* The value of studying history
* The impact of technology on societry and on individuals

* The sorts of people society considers heroes or grear leaders

* The fun@ti'o_n ““d’_}’ﬁiilc_ of art and science (for individuals and for
society) Tl T

* The proper role of government, business, and individuals in
ensuring the well-béing of sociery
Considered collectively, the GRE Issue topics involve virtually all areas of
mainstream aczdemic inquiry—including sociclogy, anthropology, history,
-education, law and government, potitical science, ceonomics, philesophy,
the physical and behavioeal sciences, the tine arts, und che performing arts.

Pelersons A Writing Skitls for the .I 13 I T PREErsSOns.cOm
GRE/GMAT Tests .




PART 1

Some GRE Issue statements focus on one particular area. Others are
cross-disciplinary in nature, embracing two or more areas. The sample you
encountered earlier is one example of i cross-disciplinany Issuc, Here's
another simulated cross-disciplinan statement. This one embraces the ars
and the sciences as well as raising certain philosophical issues about the
nature of truth and knowledge:

“The objective of science is largely opposed to that of art: while
science seeks to discover truths. an seeks to obscure them.”

Here's another simulated cross-disciplinary 1ssue statement. This one
embruces a variety of other areas, including public policy, government,
international politics, and business:

"The only way to ensure that our natural environment will be
protected and preserved is through government penalties and other
regulatory measures. No society can rely on the voluntary efforts of
its individuals and private businesses to achieve these objectives.”

Keep in mind: The GRE testng system will present fwo Issues to you, and

“you'll select either one for Your writing task. Moreover, the systera's

algorithm for selecting topics is designed to present two Issue statements
that differ from each other in terms of area of focus. These features help
ensure that no test taker, regardless of undergraduate curriculum, is at an
unfair disadvantage when it comes to the Issue writing task.

oareon Themes Among GMAT Issues

. petersons.com

Although each statement in the official GMAT pool is distunct, many of the
statements cover similar thematic ground. I've categorized the statements
below zccording to theme, from more common to less common (under-
standably, more topics involve business issues than any other rype):

s Business—organizational structure/behavior, management’
* Culture and social mores, altitudes, values

* Business productivity, efficiency, and teamwork

* Business—Ilabor and employment issues

* Education-—its overall role and objectives

* Government's role in ensuring the welfare of its, citizens

* Technology and its impact on business and sociery

* Keys to individual success

* Business-—its overall role and objectives in society

* Business ethics

* Personal qualities and values

m Peterson’s ™ Writing Skills for the
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* Government’s role in regulating business, commerce, speech
* “Global villuge” issues .
- . Bu.rc::ﬁcmcy und “the system”
. Businéssmadvcrtising an.d marketing
* Learning lessons from history .
* Individual power and influence

These categories are not mutually exclusive; in other words, many Issues
can fall into more than one category. The sample Issue you encountered
carlier involves two of the categories listed above: business ethics and the
objectives of business. Here it is again:

“No business ;hoﬁld sacrifice the quality of its products or services
for the sake of maximizing profits.”

Here are two more simulated Statements that embrace more than one
thematic area. The first involves cultural norms and vaiues as well as
business advertising, while the second embraces three areas—the role of
education, the role of government, and cultural values: '

“In today’s advertising-oriented society, most people, ironically, are hap-
pier when they have fewer goods and services from which to choose.”

“It is up to parents and educarors, not government, to instill in young
people 2 nation’s most cherished values,”

OFfriciAL DIRECTIONS AND GUIDELINES FOR THE IsSUE WhriTING Task

During your pre-test computer tutodal (before you begin the timed test),
the testing system will review the directions for each €xam Ssection. For
the Issue writing task, the System will present to you one “screen” of
directions and guidelines specific to the Issue task. The screen will
describe the task in general and indicate the four gencral scoring criteria.
Here’s essentially what you'll see on this screen:

This writing task is designed to test your ability to present a position
on an issue effectively and persuasively. Your task is to analyze the
issue presented, considering various perspectives, and to develop
your own position an the issue. [n scoring your [ssue essay, readers
will consider how ctfectively vou:

* Recognize and deal with the complexities and implications of
the issue

¢ Orgunize, develop, and express vour ideas

* Support vour ideuas (with reasons ind examples)

* Conrrol the eiements of standard written English

Merson's W Writyng Skilts Jor the j 15 ] WU TS ONS.COM
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The screen will also indicate ruies and guidelines for the Issue writing
task. Here's essentiailvy what vou']l see further down the screen:

e Your time limit is 45 minutes (30 minutes on the GMAT).
« Writing on any topic other than the one presented is unaccepiable.

¢ The topic will appear as 1 brief statement on an issue of general
interest.

» You are free 1o accept, reject. or qualify the statement.

« You should support your perspective with reasons and/or examples
from such sources as your experience, observation, reading, and
academic studies.

« You should take a few minutes to plan your response before you
begin typing.

* You should leave time to reread your response and make any
revisions you think are needed.

) . - "16 : R Yo #‘ ‘r""‘ﬂ
-'NOTE “You can access thcscdxrccnons .and ‘gmdﬂﬂ_;ésy’at’i‘}!;%:

b

" “time-duringthe Tssue: w:ntmg msk‘by chck:mg on "thc'![-IEL'PJ
‘DIRECTIONS button ST

M5 ARGUMENT WRITING TASK

The Argument writing task is designed to test your critical-reasoning skills
as well as your writing skills. Your task is to critique the stated Argument
in terms of its cogency (logical soundness) and in terms of the strength of
the evidence offered in support of the argument. In scoring your Argu-
‘ment essay, GRE and GMAT readers will consider how effectively you: -

« Identify and analyze the key elements of the argument
« Organize, develop, and express your critique
+ Support your ideas (with reasons and examples)

« Control the elements of smndnrd written English

Wnar GRE AND GMAT Arcuments Look Like

Your GRE or GMAT Arpument will consist-of two cléments:
‘e A paragraph-length passage (which presents the argument itself)

e A brief directive (description of your task)

Wi petersons.cont FPeterson’s @ Wﬂrgxg SICZ;%SA jj'?;_'tbe
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The Passage
The Argument will indicarte its hypothetical source (e.g., a memo, editorial,
advertisement, or speech) and then provide the argument itself—us g
quoted passage from the source. Here are two sample Arguments, both of

MR A Typical GMAT Argument’
) The following appeared in a regiona] business magazine:

“Yoga Essentials, 3 small“retail store located in the town of
_-Moun;cgcst. has remained in business for abouy 1 decade
without":idvertising in Mountcrest's local newspaper. Now Yoga
Essentials is offering franchise Opportunities in other areqs. In
the neacby town of Lakeview, there is an even greater number

able investment. ”

----- ~ BII A Typical GRE Argument
The following is taken from an editorial ppearing in 1 local
newspaper:

the Directive
On the GRE, the directive immediately precedes the passage and is the
sume for every Argument in the official GRE pool. The directive is essen.
tially as tollows:

Discuss how well reasened yvou find the areument below,
) 4
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On the GMAT, a more detiled directive immediately follows the passage
and is the same for every Argument in the official GMAT pool. Thc
directive is essentially as follows:

Discuss how well reasoned vou find this argument. In vour discussion,
be sure to analvze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the
argument. For example, vou may need to consider what questionable
assumptions underiie the thinking and what alternative explanations or
counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss
what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what
changes in the argument would make it more logicaliv sound, and
what, if anything, would help you betier evaluate its conclusion.

OreiciaL DIRecTioNs AND GUIDELINES FOR THE ARGUMENT WRITING Task

During your pre-test computer tutorial (before vou begin the timed test),
the testing system will provide directions for all exam sections, in turn.
For the Argument writing task, the system will present to you two
“screens” of directions and guidelines specific to that wsk.

.'" ST ‘1-- eAa TTles G g A LT, _y- __‘_',":'l. e O 1:-?\, t-‘:r m‘- 2
,_ .NOTE' *Xouu.:an access thcscuducct:ons .and gmdchncs;at ..anymmc' N
e idunng‘thc Argumcnt-wr:tmg task by} chckmg -on thc HELP/D_IREC'.I'IONS

: . o 'r'ht..*d,r‘iL
button : . fEE -

Screen 1 (General Guidelines and Suggestions)
The first screen will describe the task in peneral and indicate the four general
scoring criteria. Here's essentially what you'll see on the screen:

This writingltask is dcsignca 10 test your critical-rcasbning skills as
well as your writing skills. Your task is to critique the stated argu-
ment in terms of its logical soundness and in terms of the strength of
the evidence offered in suppor of the argument. In scoring your
Argument essay, the reader will consider how effectively you:

¢ ldentify and analyze the key elements of the argument
* Organize, develop, and express your critique
- * Support your ideas (with reasons and cxamplc;) o
< Control the elements of standard WI'it‘[‘Cﬂ English

“eio 7. The-screen will then indicate rules and guidelines for the Argument
writing task. Here's essentially what you'll see further down the screen:

» Your time limit is 30 minutes.
» You must critique the iogical soundness of the arpument presented.

+ A critique of any other arpument;is unacceptable.

wwwperer:;ons.com Peterson’s -m Writing Skills for the
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» You should take a few minutes to plan your response before you
begin typing.

e You should develop your ideas fully and organize them in a
coherent manner.

e You should leave time to reread your response and make any
revisions you think are needed.

Screen 2 (Specific Gyidelines for Critiquing the Argument)
The second screen will indicate specific guidelines for critiquing the
Argument. Here's essentially what you'll see on the screen:

« You are not being asked to agree or disagree with any of the
statements in the argument.

+ You should analyze the argument’s line of reasoning.

¢ You should consider questionable assumptions underlying the
argument,

« You should consider the extent to which the evidence presented
* supports the argument’s conclusion. -

¢ You may discuss what additional evidence would help strengthen
or refute the argument.

e You may discuss what additional information, if any, would help
you to evaluate the argument’s conclusion.

The Arcument WRMNG Task Is VErY Dirrerent FrROM THE Issue WRITING Task

Do not confuse the Argument writing task with the Issue task. Although
both are designed to measure your general analytic and writing skills,
that’s where the similarity ends.

For the Argument Task, Your “Perspective” Doesn’t Matter—At Alll

The Argument section is not the place to present your own opinions about
an issue that the Argument might involve. Your analysis must focus strictly
on the Argument’s logical features and on its evidence. Consider, for
example, the second of the two Arguments you encountered a few pages
back (about Giant Industries). An Issue topic involving the economic and
emplovment trends cited in the Argument might call for you to present
various viewpoints ibout who should take responsibility for ensuring tull
emplovment or equal job opportunities. But such viewpoints are irrelevant
1o the Argument task, in which vou must focus strictly on the internul
cogency (logical soundness) of the Argument.

Peterson's W Writing Skills for the 119 I LY. PeIersOns. cornt
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Foi the Argument Task, Your Specific Analysis Does Matter—A Lot!

v

1wy petersons.cont

In your Issue essay, vou are free to accept, reject, or qualify the statement
at hand; there is no “correct”™ or “best” response. On the other hand, in

" designing the Arguments. the test maker makes sure to incorporate into

each one certain reasoning problems (fallacies and other flaws) for vou to
identify and address in vour essav. That's what the Arpument writing task
is all about. Should vou fail 1o identify and address these built-in problems,
vou won't attain a high score.

A typical GRE or GMAT Argument will contain at least three or four
discrete reasoning flaws. Here’s a list of the ones that appear most
frequently in the official GRE and GMAT Arguments:

+ Confusing a causc-and-effect relationship with a mere correiation or
temporal sequence

¢ Drawing a weak analogy between two things
= Relying on a potentially unrepresentative statistical sample
+ Relying on potentialty tainted results from a survey or poll

« Assuming that a certain condition is necessary and/or sufficient for
a certain outcome

* Assuming that characteristics of a group apply to each group
member (or vice versa)

* Assuming that all things remain unchanged over time

Be forewamned: Not all GRE and GMAT Arguments are created equal. In
some of them, the logical flaws seem to jump off the page (or screen) at

. you, one at a time, while in others, the flaws are intertwined or hidden

from clear view, making it especially challenging to extract, separate, and
organize them. And there are no guarantees that the test will deal you a
favorable hand. But who said life is fair? At least you have this book to
help even the playing field.

- -.\

'"NOTE.‘IIn.PartB -youil Jearn to recognize and handle mch -of the -
ﬂaws hstccl abovc and othcrs as wcll R

Vet
- - . -
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THE ANAI.YTICAI. WRITING COMPUTER INTERFACE

The Analytical Writing computer interface has 2 lot in common with the

interface for the multiple-choice sections of the GRE and GMAT. At the
top of the screen, you'll- see:

* The time remaining (in minutes) for the current writing task
¢ The name of the test
»- The task number (either 1 or 2)

At the bottom of the screen, you'll see:

L |

. -*.A QUIT TEST burtton (to sfop and cancel your test)

* An EXIT SECTION butron (to move ahead to the second writing
task or to the other exam sections if you've completed the second
task) ' '

* A TIME button (1o display time remaining to the nearest second)

* A HELP burtton (to display directions for using the word processor
and the toolbar buttens and for responding to the writing topics)

* A NEXT burton (10 proceed to the second writing task if you've
completed the first one before the allotted time)

Don't worry: to prevent you from unintentionally quitting the test or
€xiting a section, the test will prompt you to confirm these acrions.

The ANALYTICAL WRITING Comeurter TutoriaL

Before you begin the first section of your timed GRE or GMAT, the testing
System will lead you through a series of multi-section tutorials -for the
various exam sections. The Analytical Writing tutorial consists of several
sections, each of which leads You through a series of screens. During the
tutorial, you'll learn:

* How to use the mouse

* How to scroll the screen display up and down

* How to use the toolbar buttons (at the bottom of the screen)
* How to use the builtin word processor

You won't have the option of skipping any section or uny screen, and the
system will require you to demonstrate Competence in using the various
computerized features before You can begin the acrual test. You can also
practice using the word processor, a4t your option, before beginning the
timed test,

QE/CMAT Tests
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FEATURES AND LimiraTions ofF THE WORD PROCESSOR

Built into the Analvtical Writing testing system is a bare-bones word
processor. It lacks many of the sophisticated features of its commercial
counterparts to eliminate any advantage test takers who use certain
software might hold over other test takers. Here's a Jook at the features
and limitations of the testing system's word processor.

Navigation and Editing—Available Keyboard Commands
Here are the navigational and editing keys available in the testing system’s
built-in word processor:

Backspace removes the character to the left of the cursor.
Delete removes the character to the right of the cursor.
Home moves the cursor to the beginning of the line.

End moves the cursor to the end of the'line.
Arrow Keys move the cursor up, down, left, or right.
Enter inscrts a paragraph break (starts a new line).
Page Up moves the cursor up one page (screen).
Page Down moves the cursor down one page (screen). !

Common Keyboard Commands Not Available
Cerain often-used features of standard word-processing programs are not
available in the testing system's word processor. For example, no keyboard
commands are available for:

'

TAB—disabled (does not function)
Beginning/end of paragraph (not available) !
Bcgmning/cnd of document (not available)

-~ - -*1,:*:'.-. LN H

hnc brcak (hit'thc "Entcr kcy twncc)

Mouse-Driven Editing Functions
--  Cut, Paste, and Undo

In addition to editing keys, the tcsung system’s word processor includes
mouse-driven CUT (but not “copy™), PASTE, and UNDO. To cut text, select
the text you wish to cut with your mouse. To paste, position the mouse t
pointer at the desired insertion spot, then click yqur mouse. Drag-and-drop
cut-and-paste is not available. Also, the GRE word processor stores only
your most recent cut, paste, or undo.

Wi, pelersons.com . Pcter‘son’s = -Wdting-.S‘kﬂLc_for-tbe'
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NOTE: The testing system’s word processor does not include - _
COPY function. (The. test maker wants. to. dissuade| test takcmﬁmmw Pes
using shortcuts. to-.compose lengthy essays and: tos cnsurcf'ahncn o &4
'GRE test takers who submit handwritten: responses:) I you-wans tony - x4
"Copy, cermain:text, first cut the text; and: m.nncdmclrpaste:mbadrm» il
‘the same posldon'_thcn. move the cursor and’ paste: the same texts.”, ... o

j'e_ls'cwhéi‘c’-.iniyd .documcnt asnccdcd_ e e ,m;;:n *.;‘:ﬁml-,‘.'

The Vertical Scroll Bar

Once youkey in 10 lines or sq, you'll have to scroll to view your entire
response. If you don’t know how to scroll, the computer tutorial preced-
ing the test will show you how. For the Argument task, 2 vertical scroll
bar will also appear to the right of the topic itself. Be sure to scroil all the
way down to make sure that you've read the entire Argument.

Fonts, Attributes, Hyphenation, and Special Characters

The testing system'’s word processor does not allow you to choose
typeface or point size. Automatic hyphenation is not available. Attributes
-such as bold, italics, and underlining are not available, nor are special
characters that do not appear on a standard computer keyboard.

Substitutes for Attributes and Special Characters

As for words you would otherwise italicize or undertine (such as titles or
foreign words), it's okay to leave them as is, just as [ did in my €ssays in
Parts 5-8. To signify an em-dash, use either two hyphens (—) or one
hyphen with 1 space both before and after it { - ).

Spell-Checking and Grammar-Checking
The testing system’s word processor does not include either a spetl-
checking or grammar-checking function.

ipting to Submit Handwritten Responses (GRE Only)
Although GMAT test takers must compose their essays on 1 word-proces-
sor, GRE test takers may elect to submit handwritten responses instead.
GRE readers are not predisposed to award different scores (either higher
or lower) for handwritten essays. If you're not sure which means you
would be more comfortabie with, use a word processor for at least two
practice essays, then try handwriting two essays. Also consider the
following:

= If you're an especiully slow tvpist, handwriting your ¢ssavs may
actually be more efficient.

* If your handwriting borders on illegible. you should ward-process
your essays. Remember: During the timed exum, vou'll need 1o
write quickly, and your penmanship might suffer.

lerson’s W Writing Skills for the W, pelersons.cont
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« With the word processor, vou'll have o far easier time revising an
essay and correcting errors. (If you have difficulny organizing or
expressing vour ideas without “tweaking™ vour first draft, you're
better off word-pracessing YOur essavs.)

* You elect to submit handwritten essays at the time vou register
(make an appointment) for the GRE General Test. Otherwise, vou
must Word-process your essavs,

= If vou submit handwritten essays. scoring vour essavs and reporting
anyt GRE scores 1o you or to the schools may ake up to six weeks
(rather than 10-15 days if vou word-process vour essays).

If you decide to submit handwritten GRE essavs, keep in mind these
procedural points:

* For each writing task, the testing supervisor will provide a special
lined paper for writing your essays. The supervisor will also supply
scratch paper.

¢ To write your essays, vou'll use the black pen provided to you at
the testing center.

+ For cach writing task, the supervisor will personally inform you
when your time limit has expired.

ESSAY EVALUATION AND SCORING

Shortly after the exam, both of vour essays will be evaluated, and one
single Analytical Writing score (not two separate scores) on a scale from 0
to 6 will be awarded and then reported to vou and to the schools 1o
which vou have directed your score report. This section explains the ~
evaluation, scoring, and reporting process.

. JNOTE -S6me-of The dcmﬂs dxffcr ac.oordmg-to the.exam ‘(GRE:or' ;
GMA'I’). 50 .focus on ‘thosc thatapply-m‘you

EVALUAHON BY GRE AND GMAT READERS

PEyer s e
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Within a short time after the test (10-15 days), your two Analytical Wnung
essays will be evaluated by “readers™—college and university faculty
members that ETS commissions and trains specifically for this purpose.

~GRE and GMAT teaders are dravm from-various academic areas—most

from the fields of English and Communications.

For the GRE, two readers will read and score vour Issue essay, and two
different readers will read and score your Argument essay. For either essay, if
the two readers’ scores differ by more than one point, an additional, very
experienced reader will read that essay and adjudicate the discrepancy.

[ 24 [ Petersan’s & Writing Skills for the
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ScoriNG CRiTERIA

For the GMAT, one reader will read and score your Issue cssay, and
another reader will read uand score your Argument essay. In addition, a
computerized rating system called £-Rater will score each essay. For either
essay, if the human reader’s score differs from E-Rater's score by more
than one point, an additional, very experienced human reader will read
and score that essay (and Your final score will average the two human
readers' scores for thar essay),

Each reader evatuates your writing independently, and no reader is
informed of any other's evaluation. All readers employ the same socalled

¥ “holistic” grading method, by which the reader assigns a single score from
0t6(0,1,23,4,5, or 6) based on the overall quality of your writing.
In other words, instead of awarding separate sub-scores for'cSntént,
organizartion, writing style, use of language, and mechanics, the reader will
consider how effective Your essay is as. aq whole—accounting for all these
factors (but see the note below).

NOTE: Readers are instructed. to- focus. pn‘inarr‘ly on your ideas and

analytic logiC‘and-on how. wcu-yoli_-'vej_rorgamzcd your thoughts. The

readers will consider your use of inngﬁagc and’your writing mechan- ,

ics only to the extent thar they impede the clarity of your writing—in-

order to ensure faimess toward ESL (English as a second language)
_test takers. R

v

GRE and GMAT readers follow the same official scoring criteria. All readers
are trained by ETS in applying these scoring criteria. Here are the essential
requirements for top-scoring “6" essays (notice that you can atain a top
score of 6 even if your €55ays contain minor errors in grammar, word
usage, spelling, and punctuation)

he Issue Writing Task—Requirements for a Score of § (Outstanding)

* The essay develops a position on the issue through the use of incisive

reasons and persuasive examples.
* The essay's ideas are conveyed clearly and articulately.
¢ The essay maintains proper focus on the issue and is well organized,

* The essay demonstrates proficiency, fluency. and MUUALY in its use of
sentence structure, vocabulary, and idiom.

* The essay demonstrutes an excellent commuand of the elements of
standard written English, including grammar, word usage, spelling, and
punctuation—but may contain minor Haws in these areas.

erson’s . W Writing Skills Jor the 25 l lewnw. petersons.com
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The Argument Writing Task—Requirements for a Score of 6

(Outstanding)

P LA

e The essay identifics the key features of the argument and analyzes each

one in a thoughtful manner.

¢ The essay supports eiach point of critique with insightful reiasons and
examples.

» The essay develops its ideas in a clear, organized manner, with appropri-
ate transitions 1o hclp conﬁc'ct ideas.

» The essay dcmonstntes proﬁc:ch\ fluency, and maturity in irs use of
sentence structure, vocabul:xr,, and idiom.

* The essay dcmonstmcq an, excellent command of the clements of
standard written English, mciudmg grammar, word usage, spelling, and
punciuation—but miy contain minor flaws in these arcas.

The criteria for lower scores are the same as the ones suggested above;
the only difference is that the standard for quality decreases for succes-
sively lower scorcs.

7,..I' -

" "NOTE: ZI'hc ETS sconng criteria.for all six score levels are pu‘bhshcd
in the officidl 'GRE and GMAT bulletins as well as:chrcctly:at the 37
official GRE and GMAT Web sites. - S

S
L at

CompUTERIZED RATING oF GMAT Essays
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-

While two human readers evaluate vour GMAT essays (one reader per
essay), a computer program calied E:Rater will evaluate vour essays-for -
grammar, syntax (sentence structure), reﬁctitivcncss (overuse of the same
phrases). sentence length, and spelling. In many respects, E-Rater is similar
to the grammar- and spell-checkers built into popular word-processing
programs such as Word and WordPerfect. However, E-Rater is custom-
designed for ETS to weigh certain criteria more heavily than other criteria.
For instance, very little weight is given to minor mechanical errors (e.g., in
puncruation and spelling). Also, E-Rater overlooks so-called “gray” areas of

- grammar (e.g., use of the passive voice) and flags certain problems (e.g.,

repetitiveness) that off-the-shelf checkers might not. Of course, E-Rater is
only uscful to a point. It cannot evaluate your id.cas or how persuasively
you've presented and supported those ideas. That's what human readers
are for.

o - PP

: NOTE Accordmg to the testing service, the huma.n readers’ :nnd---t‘-‘ :
t «E-Rater’s combined evaluation takes into-account more than 50 X
- “structural and linguistic criteria altogether.,

Peterson’s @ Writing Skiils for the
T GRE/GMAT Tests



ALL THE FACTS ABOUT GRE AND GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITING

CarcutanioN of Your' ANALymicar WRITING Score
As-noted earlier, your tinal Analytical Writing score is an average based on
the readers’ individual scores (and, for the GMAT, E-Rater’s score as well).
Average scores falling midway between half-point intervals are rounded up.

Computation of GRE Analytical Writing Scores
Here are the specific steps involved in calculating your GRE Analytical
Writing. score:

t 1. Two readers will read and score your [ssue essay, and two
different readers will read and score your Argument essay. Each
reader witl award a single score on a scalc of 0 6 in whole-point
mtcrva.ls (6 is highest).

2. For each essay, in the event of a score discrepancy greater than
one point, 2 third, very experienced reader will read the essay
and adjudicate the discrepancy (i.e., determine your final score
for that essay).

3. For each essay, your final score is the average of the scores
awarded by the two readers (or the adjudicated score awarded
by the third reader).

4. Your final Analytical Writing score is the average of your final
scores for each essay; scores are rounded up to the nearest
half-point,

Here’'s an example showing how the GRE essay-scoring system works:

5 Reader A’s evaluation of the Issue essay
4* Reader B's evaluation of the Issue essay
.5 Final score for the Issue essay

4

3 Reader C's evaluation of the Argument essay
5 Reader D's evaluation of the Argument essay
4  Reader E's adjudicated score

4 Final score for the Argument essay

4

.5 Final Anaiytical Writing score

NOTE: In this example, the average of the two final scores (4.25) hus
been rounded up to t_hc nearest haifpoint interval (4.5),

elerson’s R Writing Skills for the . wWhne petersons.com
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Computation of GMAT Analytical Writing Scores

Here are the specific steps involved in calculming vour GMAT Analytical
Writing score:

1. Qne hunun reader will read and score vour lssue essay, and i
different human reader will read and score your Argument essay.
Each reader will award a single score on u scale of 0-6 in
whole-point intervals (6 is highest).

2. E-Rater will also evaluate and award 2 score of 0-6 for each essay.

3. For cither essay if the human reader’s score differs from E-Rater’s
score by more than one point, then a second human rcader_ will
read and score the essay (and E-Rater's score for that essay will
be disregarded).

-

For each essay, your final score is the average of the scores awarded
by the human reader and E-Rater (or by the second human reader).

5. Your final Analytical Writing score is the average .of your two
final scores for your individual essays; scores are rounded up to
the nearest half-point,

Here's an example showing how the GMAT €ssay-scoring system works:

4 Reader A’s evaluation of the Issue essay

2 E-Rater's evaluation of the Issue essay

3 Reader B's evaluation of the Issue €ssay
.5 Final score for the Issue essay

E-Rater’s evaluation of the Argument essay

3
3 Reader C's evaluation of the Argument essay
3
3  Final score for the Argument essay

3.5 Final Ana.’ytical 11’/‘ritfng score

=

NOTE ln tms r.:xample a: sccond human reader. cv:aluar.cd ThCJssuc

up (to 3 5)

Your PercenmitE RANKING

v petersons.com

Just as for each multiple-choice section of the GRE and GMAT, you'll receive
a percentile rank, from 0-99 percent, for your perfbrmance in Analytical
Writing. A percentile rank of 60 percent, for example, indicates that you
scored higher than GO percent of all other test takers (and lower than 40 per-
cent of all other test takers). Percentile ranks reflect your performance reta-
tive to the entire GRE or GMAT test-taking population over a multi-year pe-
riod, not just those test takers responding to the same essay topics as you.

28 Peterson’s W Writing Skills for the
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ALL THE FACTS ABOUT GRE AND GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITING

SCORE REPORTING AND USE OF SCORES

Once your final Analytical Writing score is determined, the testing service
will report it to you and to the schools to which you have directed your

Score report, that in tumn use them in making the final admissions deci.
sion.

ReportiNG OF Scores o Test Takers AND TO THE ScHooLs

Ten-fifteen days after your test, ETS will mail to you an official score
feport for your GRE or GMAT, The report will include your Analytical
Writing score as well as your percentile ranking for Analytical Writing, At
the same time, ETS will mail 2 Score report o each school you've desig-
nated to receive your score report. (ETS does not report percentile
rankings to the schools.) Beginning in July 2003, score reports will also
include your essay responses. ’

NOTE: GRE.test takers who: submit handwritten essays should not
- SXpectscore-report until six weeks after: the test, '

How THE ScHoots Use ANaLynical. WRiTiNG Scores

Each graduate department or B-school will determine for jtself how much
weight to place on Analytical Writing scores relative to scores for the
multiple<choice sections as well 1$ to ether admission criterig (GRE

among similacly qualified candidates. Contact the individual academic
departments or B-schools for their particular policies.

\NALYTICAL WRITING—DIAGNOSTIC TEST

erson’s W \Vritin

E/CMAT Tests

To determine your nanural Strengths and weaknesses when it comes to
Analytical Writing and to get the most out of Parts 2-4 of this book,
respond to the simulated Issue starement and Argument provided below,
In preparing, tomposing, and evaluating your responses, follow these
steps:

L. Before vou begin each waring rask. review the relevane diree-
tions and guidelines You encountered earlier in Parg |

2. Use scrateh puper for taking notes and planning vour response,

g Skills for the 129 o, petersons.com
L“,



PARL i

3. Limit vour use of word-processing features to the ones availabie
during the actual test. (GRE test takers may elect 1o provide
handwritten responses instead.)

4. When you've finished, score your essays according to official criteria.

NOTE: Earlier in Part 1, indicated the criteria for top scoring essays.
To help you further in evaluating and scoring your diagnostic essays; at
this book's Internet supplement (www.west. net/~stewart/ws), T've
provided sample benchmark responses for the same Issue and Argu-
.. pent as weli.as links to the test maker'’s: ofﬁcxal scoring criteria for cach
- score:level (0-6). T

WQmNG TASK No. 1 (Your Perspective ON AN IsSUE)

Timne linit; 45 Minutes (GRE) or 30 minutes (GAMAT)

“Leisure time is becoming an increasingly rare commodity, larpely
because technology has failed 1o achieve its goal of improving our
efficiency in our daily pursuits.”

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the foregoing
statement. SUpporT your perspective using reasons and/or examples
from your experience, observation, reading, or academic studies.

VWamng Task No. 2 [Your ANALYSIS OF AN ARGUMENT)

v Detersons.com

Time lintit: 30 Minutes

The following appeared in an advertisement for United Motors trucks:

“Last year, the local 1elevision-news program In Focus reported in its
annual carand-truck safety survey that over the course of the last ten
years, United Motors vehicles were involved in at least 30 percent
fewer fatal accidents to drivers than vehicles built by any other single
manufacturer. Now United is developing 2 one-of-a-kind computerized
crash ‘warning system for'all its trucks. Clearly, anyone concerned
with safety who is in the market for a new truck this vear should buy
a United Motors truck.”

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be
sure 1o analyze the line of reasoning and the use Jf evidence in the
argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable
assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations.or
counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss-what
sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes
in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what, if any-
thing, would help vou better evaluate its conclusion.

Peterson's % Writing Skills jor 1be
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Part 2
HOW TO COMPOSE A
HIGH-SCORING. ISSUE ESSAY

N ere, in Part 2, you'lf learn all you need to score your best on your
- GRE. or GMAT Issue €ssay. At the end of Part 2, you'll put into
practice whart you've [earmed through 2 series of skill-building
exercises, Co '

For a high-scoring Issue €352y, You need 1o accomplish these three
basic tasks:

1. Recognize and deal with the complexities and imptications of the
[ssue

I~

Organize, develop, and express your ideas in 1 coherent and
persuasive manner

3. Support your ideas with sound reasons and relevant examples

. NOTES YouIhalso need:to:demonstratc: adequate controkiofithe:r:-

et o ,,_,_."{«T-_::'{.. P
- Youlhfocus on that tasic ety inParc 4 iy o it ¢ o

B L T
SRR

e e pt b B e

L i T

To make sure you accomplish all three tasks within your time limit (45

minutes for the GRE_. 30 minutes for GMAT), follow this 8-step approach
(suggested times are parenthesized):

} STEPS TG THE ISSUE WRITING TASK
Plan your essay (5 min.)

1. Read the statement with an eye for its complexity and implications.
(1 min.)

W

Brainstorm for “Pros” and "Cons.” (2 min.}

3. Decide on a tencative position, then organize your ideas. (2 min,)

erson's @ Writing Skills for the
E/GMAT Tests =
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Compose your essay (GRE: 30 min., GMAT: 20 min.)
4. Compose a brief introductory paragraph. (GRE: 3 min., GMAT: 2 min.}

5. Compose the body of vour response. (GRE: 23 min.. GMAT: 15 min.)

6. Compose a briel concluding or summary paragraph. (GRE: 4 min,,
GMAT: 3 min.}

Refine your essay (GRE: 10 min., GMAT: 5 min.)
7. Review and revise for coherence and balance (GRE: G min., GMAT:
% min.)

8. Proofread for significant mechanical problems (GRE 4 min., GMAT
2 min.)

Y

;‘:NOTE' ‘E[The :suggested time’ hn:uts 'fo-r weach- ‘step are merely guxdc-_

F_’ﬂmcs notnha.rd-and-fast rules. As: you pracucc .composing your:own

- 'Issuc mszys :mdcg Hime ed- condmons, -stnrtmth my; gmdch.ncg w_‘ihcn
n»dcvc]opn pacc ;thatmotks"besuforgou,pcrsonaﬂy. *,

Efu B o Cuiew o

¥
o

In the following pages, I'll walk you through each step in turn, applying
each one 1o the foliowing two simulated Issue statements:

Issue Statement 1

“The best way to ensure protection and preservation of our natural
environment is through government regulatory measures. We cannot
rely on the voluntary efforts of individuals and private businesses 10
achieve these objectives.”

Issue Statement 2
“Large businesses should focus on teamwork as the primary means of
achieving success.” '

1. READ THE STATEMENT WITH AN EYE FOR I7s COMPLEXITY AND IMPLICATIONS
Read the statement carefully, noting ways in -which it might be possible to:
o Qualify it—if it seems convincing only 10 a certain extent or in
certain cases;
- -  Break it apart into two distinct claims, either of which you may or
' may not agree with; and

e Apply it 10 various areas or exampies Lh’at lend varying degrees of
support to the statement.

st pelersons.com Peterson's ‘M Writing ‘Skills for th
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HOW TO COMPQOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

“Look especially for key words such as and, only, must, all, and sbould.
Words like these suggest ways that you can show an [ssue’s complexities
or implications. Jot down vour ideas on your scratch paper (shorthand
form is okay).

1
Here are the cwo simulated Issue statements again. This time, ['ve under-
lined some key words in each one: ~

- - : Issue Statement 1 )
“The best way to ensure pron:cuon and prcsr:rvnuon of our naturaf
environment is through government regulatory measures. We cannot
~ rely on the voluntary efforts of individuals and private businesses o
achieve these objectives.” T

Issue Statement 2

} . : “Large businesses should focus on teamwack as the primary means of”
achieving success.”

2. BraiNsToRM FOR “Pros” anp “Cons”

According to the official directions for both exams, you should support
your perspective with reasons and/or examples from your academic or
other reading, your experience, or your observations. During step 2, try to
conjure up at least a few reasons both for and against the statement’s
position as well as some examples supporting each side of the issue. Jot
down any idea you can think of, even if it seems far-fetched, trite, insup-
portable, or unconvincing ar the moment. As you Compose your essay, it
might occur to you how to transform one of your weaker ideas into a
strong one. During step 2, don't filter your ideas! Let them all flow onto
your scratch paper. (You'll sort through them during step 3.)

In jotting down-your' idcns you might try creating two columns, onc
for points that support the. statemcm (your PRO column) and the other for
opposing points (your CON column) If you're not sure whether a1
particular reasen or C‘CZlmplC supports or weakens the statement. jot it
down below the columns in the center.

Petersor’'s WM Writing Skills for the : WL DR tersons.comn
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Here's what my notes for the two-simulated lssues loak like after a
few minutes of brainstorming (I jotted them down simply in thc order
thC\ occurred to me):

Notes (Issue 1)

PRO N
o self-idenes? aules nd. o Lasumsdens parnden
Tl .MWAL&:L@M
v tgo £0do Lamisinomns 5 Y (L
a&LZMWZco _i&m ’.‘10“2"

o eiinon prollens Too ol e enold

.EM’ odagd
coopdie otg Khmis. erpisse

Notes (Issuec 2)

PRO CON
o Airion of labor o ipponiline producl
o comontan conflicl » CED wision (eg Apple)
-+ wolling g Aowe o ba? Lo 2o imnplemerd)
o T Tior o compililion/wdry Larmiens
arilagy) o whissie < pditions.
o .  Lews/argul, _
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

3. DecibE oN A TeNTATIVE POSITION, THEN ORGANIZE Your Ipeas

Using your notes from step 2, develop a tentative perspective or position
on the Issue. Try to articulate it right on your scratch paper, then earmark
it. Think of it as your working “thesis.” You'll need to refer to it time and
agzin throughout your wtiting task. Here’s my tentative position
(perspective) on each Issue: '

Issue 1
Gov't regulation is problematic, but only gov’t can enforce and
A\ ensure (qualified agreement).
Issue 2 '
- There zre contributing means, but teamwork js pivotal (agree on balance).

Using your tcnr’:xti’ir_c' position and your notes as a starting point, organize
your ideas in outline form. You might wish to indicate PRO or CON next
to €ach one of the reasons and exampies you jotted down during step 2.
Arrange your ideas into 2-4 body paragraphs, then decide on 2 logical and
persuasive order in which to present them. Number the peints in your
outline accordingly.

You can either construct i separate outline (as in the first outine) or
use your notes as your outline, numbering the points in the order you
intend to discuss them (as in the second outline),

Outline (Issue 1)

PRO oy |

D o self-irtercit autes @D o Lowsnsdiors pasden

d s ot accouninlle
e 0f. hule trisions Ta velens

'—@Mm oWM:
@ & cnsiron probloms taa ceg bon. selocste

Sl ¥ Loy
, -of. Aebays
.EWM - tf. Cormframises
cacperiie .&&M.wfm

.@Mmufwzz
- preblems 1o 1uue
Srinta,
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Outline (Issue 2)

PRO@MW@QMM=<MD
sules fonee

PRO @ peen conflict = Low prod. lesg., omss sol)

CON B v/ CEO—Apple (Lo To iomplomer)

J%}M(%%;&{o. «g2)

Vi Gnoich (Lo To. iomplemmen)

Y ehinsic (ercortrollatle, 30 not ley)

4. Compost A BRIEF INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH

S Now that you've spent about 5 minutes pianning your essay, its time to
compdsc'it. You'll begin with 2 brief introductory paragraph in which you
should accomplish each of the following tasks:

1. Demonstrate that you understand the complexities or implica-
tions of the issue.

2. Let the reader know that you have a clear perspective on the
issue,

3. Anticipate the ideas vou intend 1o present in your essay’s body
paragraphs, '

You can probably accomplish_all three tasks in 2-3 sentences. Keep in
mind the following two caveats for your introductory paragraph:

* Don’t go into detail about vour reasoning, and don't provide specific
examples. This is what your essay’s body paragraphs.are for.

» Don’t begin your introductory paragraph by repeating the state-
ment verbatim. This amounts to wasted time, since the reader is
already familiar with the topic. Instead, show the reader from the

. very first sentence that you're thinking for yourself.

L

AR RNy e e -

ER s - TS AR

e TLE, DU P I PP AL LR

e - ~NOTE: Wriless you are submitting a-bandwritten - RE-cssay,
e e e 3 L ¥ou;may svish 10 wait il youve completed the Testof your;
1 - : B SURLI AL L e e R T R L T
' Fame s ;“:_-cssz}z;bcrorc;mﬁng-yomimmdu'cﬁon:%ﬂ If ur position’

i on the issue evolves as you compose the body of yoursgssay:. -

. (it could happen), you won't have to rewrite yourintroducs’ - -

Yoo rormmengee T e T L= U : B ] w
Eile)s ] . . i b e

1- . ’, PR - . R LR P [ B TR T Dr T
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HOW 7O COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

Here’s an introductory paragraph for each of the two simulated Issucs—
based on my outlines from step 3. For both Issues, I've decided to adopt a
position in which I agree on balance with the statement (I've underlined
words and phrases that you could use in nearly any introductory
paragraph, regardless of the specific [ssue):

Introductory Paragraph (Issue 1)

In asserting that government regulation is the *best” way to ensure
environmental protection, the speaker fails to acknowledge certain
problems inherent with government regulation. Nevertheless, [ agree
with the statement to the extent that exclusive reliance on individual
or business volunteerism would be naive and imprudent, especially
considering the stakes involved.

Introductory Paragraph (Issue 2)

Whether a particular business ultimately succeeds or fails depends, of
. : course, on a variety of factors, Nevertheless, since teamwork is an

essential ingredient for any large business to succeed, I conclude that

in most cases, it is probably the pivotal factor.

5. Compost THE Bopy or Your REesponse

During step 5, your chief ambition is to peck away at your keyboard (or
write) like mad, in order to get your main points—and supporting reasons
and examples—onto the screen! Here’s what you need to keep in mind as
You compose your body paragraphs:

* Be sure the first sentence of each paragraph begins a distinct train of
thought and clearly conveys to the reader the essence of the paragraph.

* Armange your paragraphs so your essay flows ‘logicaily and persua-
sively from one point to the next. Try 10 stick 10 your outline, but
be flexible.

* Try to devote no more than 3 or 4 sentences to any one point in
your outline,

¢ Don't worry if you don't have time to include every single point
from your outline. The readers understand that time constraints
prevent most test takers from covering every point they want to
make.

* Don’t stray from the [ssue at hand or even from the points you
seek to make. Be sure to stay well focused on both,

[f you're not sure where to begin, try starting with whichever point is
cnsicsr_ for you to articulare uand seems most insighttul or persuasive to vou.
Later, in step 7, if you determine thac this point should appear clsewhere
1 your essiy, you can rearrange vour parugraphs for logical sense and
continuicy.

Peterson’s &  Writing Skills for the 37 i Wit pelersons.com
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. NOTE: If youre a GRE test taker who opts 10 submit a handwritten
£ssay, you won't have the luxury of rearranging sentences and para-
graphs. You'll need to take greater ¢are to get it right the first time.

Now, here are the body paragraphs of my response tw each of the two
simulated Issues. As vou read these body pamgeaphs, note the following:

» 1tried to stick to my outline while at the same time remaining flexible
as new ideas for content or organization eccurred te me. (Notice, for
instance, that 1 repositioned certain points from my outlines.)

» I haven't included every single point from my outline. That's because
you probably won’'t have time to cover every peint you want to make.

+ You might personaliy either agree or disagree with my positions or
) with my reasons for them. That's fine; when it comes to the Issue
stk © essay, it's all a matter of opinion~—2and not even your honest
opinion at that!

e Again, I've underlined words and phrases that you might use in
atmost any Issue essay to help you see how the jdeas flow naturally
and persuasively from one-to the next. '

Four-Paragraph Body (Issuc 1}

 Experience tells us that individuals and private corperations tend to act
in their own short-term economic and political interest, not on behalf
of the environment or the public at large. For example, current technol-
ogy makes possible the complete elimination of peliuting emissions
from automobiles. Nevertheless. neither automobile manufacturers nor
consumers are willing or able to voluntarily make the short-term sacri- . ..
fices necessary to accomplish this goal. Only the government holds the
regulatory and enforcement power 10 tmpose the necessary standards
and to ensure that we achieve these poals.

Admittedly, government penalties do not guarantee compliance with
environmental regulations. Businesses often attempt to avoid compli-
ance by concealing their activities, Jobbying legisiators to modify
regulations, or moving operations to jurisdictions that allow their
environmentally harmful activities, Others calculate the cost of
-polluting,.in terras of punishment, then budget in advance for
vanticipated penalties and openly violate the Igw. However, this

- = ~wbehavior only-serves to underscore the need for government interven-
PP . . ton, because Jeft unfertered, this type of behavior would only

- ' -exacerbate envirenmental problems.

TR IRt R t LRI

One must admit as well that government regulation, environmental or
et -otherwise, is fraught with bureaucratic and enforcement problems. Regu-
latory systems inherentty call for legislative committees, investigations,

AUt P eleTSOtLs.com 28 Peterson’s 8 Writing Skills for the
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

and enforcement agencies, all of which add to the tax burden on the cit-
zens whom these rzgulations are designed to protect. Also, delays rypi-
cally associated with bureaucratic regudation can thwart the purpose of
the regulations, because environmental problems can quickly become
grave indeed. However, given that unjustifiable reliance on volunteerism
is the only alternative, government regulation seems necessary. More-
over, such delays seem trivial when we consider that many environmen-
tal problems carry not oniy a reat threat to public health bur also a poten-
tial threat to the very survival of the human species.

« Finally, environmental issues inherently involve public health and are
far 100 pandemic in pature for individuals or even businesses to solve
on their own. Many of the most egregious environmental violations
traverse state and sometimes natonal borders. Individuals and
businesses have neither the power nor the resources to address these
widespread hazards. -

Three-Paragraph Body (Issue 2)

First, cooperative interaction is an integral part of nearly all company

jobs—including jobs performed in relative isolation and those in
- which technical knowledge or ability, not the ability to work with
others, would seem to be most important. For example, scientists,
researchers, and even computer programmers must collaborate to
establishh common goals and coordinate efforts. Even in businesses
where individual tenacity and ambition of salespeople would seem to
be the key for a firm’s success, sales personnel must coordinate
efforts with support staff and managers.

Secondly, in my experience, the kinds of problems thar ultimately under-
mine an organization are those such aslow employee morale, artrition,
and diminishing productivity. These problems, in turn, almost invariably
result from ill-will among coworkers and their unwillingness to commu-
nicate, cooperate, and compromise. Thus, problems in working rogether
as a team pose the grearest threat 1o an organization’s success.

Some might argue that the leadership and vision of a company’s key
executives is of paramount importance, citing specific cases such as
Apple Computer’s near demise and subsequent revival due to the depar-
rure -imd later rerurn of its founding visionary, Steve Jobs. _Y.EE chief ex-
ecutives of our most successful corporutions would no doubt admit, us
Jobs did. that without the cooperative efforts of their subordinates,
their personal vision would never become reality. Others might cite the
heavy manufacturing and natural-resource industries, whece the value
of tangible assers—raw materizis and capital equipment—are often the
most significant determinant of business success. However, such indus-
tries are diminishing in significance as we move trom an industrial soci-

ery (o an information uge,
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6. Compose A Brier CONCLUDING OR SUMMARY PARAGRAPH

Unless your essay has a ¢lear end, the reader might think you didn’t finish
in time. That's not the impression vou want 1o make; so be sure (o make
time to wrap up vour discussion. Convey the main thrust of your'css:t)‘ in
rwo or three sentences. If an espectally insightful concluding point occurs
to you, the final sentence of vour essay is the place Jor it

For each of the two simulated Issues, here's a brief summary that
assures the reader I've organized my time well and finished my essay.
Notice thar this brief summary does not introduce any new reasons or
examples; it’s just a quick recapitulation. (Again, I've underlined words
and phrases that you could use in any final paragraph.)

Final Paragraph (Issue 1)

In the final analysis, only the authority and scope of power that a
government possesses can ensure the atainment of agreed-upon
environmental goals, Since individuals are unable and businesses are
by nature unwilling to assume this responsibility, government must
do so.

Final Paragraph (Issue 2)

In sum, although ieadership, individual ambition, and even the value
of tangible assets play crucial roles in the success of many large
business organizations, teamwork is the single inpredient common to
all sucl organizations. It is, therefore, the key one.

7. Review aND Revise For COHERENCE AND BALANCE

Be sure to reserve time 10 revise and rework your essay as needed for a
- balanced, coherent discussion. Here’s what you should try to accompiish - -
during step 7.

1. Be sure vou've presented varying perspectives on the issue.
There’s nothing wrong with adopting a strong position, but you |
should aiways acknowledpge the merits and drawbacks of other
viewpoints as well. If your essay appears too one-sided, now's
the time 10 add a paragraph that remedies this problem.

s : _ 2. Check your paragraphs to see if they are balanced in length. If

- ‘they aren't, perhaps you dwelled too long on one arez of
discussion, while in another, you negplected to provide adequate
support (reasons and/or ¢xamples). Durigg step 7 is the time 10
trirm back and fill out as needed to achieve a balanced presenta-
tion.

3. Check your introductory and concluding paragraphs to make
sure they're consistent with each other.

wro petersons.com Peterson’s  ® Writing Skiils for the
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

8. PROOFREAD FOR SIGNIFICANT MecHaNIcAL PROBLEMS

For a top score of G, your essay need not be flawless. The readers won't
decrease your mark for the occasional awkward sentence and Minor errors
in puncation, spelling, grammar, or diction (word choice and usage),
Don’t get hung up on whether or not each sentence is something your
English composition professor would be proud of. Instead, use whatever

tme remains to fix the most glaring mechanical problems. Here are three
tasks you might attend to in step 8:

X 1. Find your one or two most awkward sentences, and rework
. ~them so they flow more naturally.

I

Correct,'goﬁr most glaring errors in diction (word choice and
usage). and grammar.

3. Correct spelling errors only when they might prevent the reader
from understanding the point at hand. )

Don’t spend any of your valuable time correcting puncruation, removing
€Xtra character spaces berween words, or correcting minor spetling errors.

DEVELOPING A POSITION ON THE ISSUE

QUAUFYING AN IsSUE

‘eterson’s W Writing Skills for the ‘ 4]
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In analyzing an Issue statement, don't waste your time second-guessing
what the reader might want to read or trying to guess what the “correct”
response (politically or otherwise) to a topic might be. There is no
“correct” answer, which the test itself cmphasizcs in its instructions:

“You are free 1o either accept, reject, or qualify the statement.”

In this section, you'll leam some tips and caveats for your three options:
accepting, rejecting, or qualifying the: statement.

STATEMENT

You will not find a single irrefutable statement among the official Issues,
nor will you find a statement that is utter nonsense, whelly without
rational justification or supporting evidence. Typicaily, an Issue statement
invites you to qualify it in one respect or another. By “hedging your
position” on the Issue, you won't appear wishy-washy, but rather thought-
ful and scholarly! just be sure to persuade the reader (with sound reasons
and relevant examples) that your lukewarm position is justitiabie. Look
especially for the following patterns umong vour tist of official fssucs:

* A starement whose accuracy depends on various factors

* A strement thar overlooks legitimate competing interests (look ror
the key ward shoudd)

Wi petersons.comt




» A statement that mises two distinet but relatec issues (one might
be a threshold issue, which you should address before analvzing
the main issue)

* A statement that lisis, or otherwise embriaces, two or more distinct .
categories (different catepories often lend differing degrees of
suppornt to the statement)

* A statement that might be true (or untruce) generally but fails to
account for significant exceptional cases (look for all-inclusive
words such as only, all, and must)

* A statement that is unclear or vague in some way (in other words,
the statement's accuracy depends on the meaning of key terms or
how you interpret the statement as 2 whole)

Keep these patterns in mind as you read any GRE or GMAT Issue state-
ment. If you recognize 2 certain paucrn behind the statement, try o
. develop a perspective, or thesis, that qualifies the statement accordingly.

STRONG AGREEMENT {ACCEPTANCE) OR DISAGREEMENT (REsecTiON)

You don't need to qualify 2 statement 10 attain a top scorc. It's perfectly
acceptable to strongly agree or disagree with the stated opinion. However,
¥You must provide sound reasons and supporting examples to justify such

. strong agreement (of disagreement), and vou must at least acknowledge a
contrary view,

Adopting a Controversial Position

: It’s okay to take a controversial stance on an issue, but avoid coming across
as fanatical or-extreme. Many of the Issue topics are highlvy “charged” in the
sense that they involve issues about which peopie tend to have strong opin-
ions one way or the other. Don't worry that the reader may have a personal
viewpoint that differs strongly from yours or that your position may appear
somewhat “right-wing” or “left-wing.” GRE and GMAT readers are trained to
be objective! Moreover, graduate schools welcome students who are inde-
pendent thinkers with distinct points of view.

Appealing to Morality, Spirituality, or Jingoism

B Avoid inflammarory statements, and don't preach or proselytize. Approach
the Issue wwriting task as an intellectual exercise in which You dispassion-
ately examine various viewpoints. Do not use it 2s a forum for sharing
your personal belief system. It is perfectly appropriate to criticize particu-
lar behavior, policies, or viewpoints as operating against the best interest
of a business or of a society. But refrain from either condemning or
extolling based on personal moral grounds. Also avoid demagoguery
(appeals to prejudice or emotion) or jingoism (excessive patriotism).

vrww.perers-om.com Peterson's W Writin g Skills for the
i GRE/GMAT Tests
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

SUPPORTING YOUR POSITION AND REFUTING OTHERS

Okay, so you've developed 2 position that recognizes the Issue’s complex-
ity and implications. So far, so good. Now you need to persuade the reader
of your position with sound reasons and relevant exmnplcs;bom in
support of your viewpoint and in epposition to others. In this section,
you'll learn a variery of tips and techniques for accomplishing both.

|USING Ruetoricat TecHNiQuEs To Persuape THE ReaDER

I «The word “rhetoric™ refers to the art of persuasive argumentation. By now,
i you know that in your Issue essay, you should aiways acknowledge more
- ' than one position or perspective on the issue at hand. Bur to be rhetori-

| - - cally effective, your essay must:

; ¢ Never leave unchailenged any position that differs from yours '

¢ Never leave unchallenged 2 reason or example thart undermines
your position

QOtherwise, you've conceded the contrary point, and your essay will be
_unpersuasive. Always respond to contrary positions, reasons, and ex-
| amples—with counter-reasons and/or counterexamples.

; Hopefully, as you take notes, ideas for responding to other view-
i points and to possible problems with your own viewpoint will occur 10

you naturally, without you consciously considering particular rhetorical

techniques. But if you do get stuck for ideas, draw upon the following five
techniques to get your rhetorical juices flowing. For examples of these
techniques, I'll cite excerpts from the rwo essays I composed eardier for
Issue 1 (about tht: environment) and Issue 2 (about teamwork).

1. Turn It Around (Look for the “lever Luung”)

Argue that an apparent weakness (or sirength) is actually not a weakness,
if you view it from a different perspective. The essay for [ssue 1 provides
an example of this. First, the essay offers an example that lends apparent
support to the oppoamg position:

Admittedly, . . . [bJusinesses often attempt to :wo:d compliance by
concealing their activities, . . . or calculate the cost of polluting, in
terms of punishment, then budget in advance for anticipated penal-
ties and openly violate the law.

Then, the essay indicates how this point actually uvndermines that posi-
tion:

. However. this behavior oaly serves to underscore the need tor
government intecvention, because left unfettered. this tvpe of
behavior would only exacerbute environmental problems.

Peterson’s ™  Writing Skills for the 43 k W PCLCTSONS.COo
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2. Trivialize It (“Explain It Away”)

3. Appealto Broad

Arguc that an appareni weakness of your position (or strength of a
different position) is trivial. minor. or insignificant. The essay for lssue 2
provides an example. First the essay offers two examples that lend
apparent support to the opposing position:

Others might cite the heavy manufacturing and naturak-resource
industries, where the value of tangible assets—raw materials and

capital equipment—are often the most significant determinant of
business success.

Then. the essay explains away these examples:

... However. such industries are diminishing in significance as we
move from an industrial society 1o an information age.

er Considerations

Argue that any minor problems with your position seem trivial in light of
the broad, and serjous, implications that the Issue raises. The essay for

Issue 1 provides an example. First, the essay acknowledyes a certain
problem with its position:

... [D}elays typically associated with burcaucratic regulation can
thwart the purpose of the reguiations, because environmental
problems can quickly become grave indeed.

Then, the essay points out the broad societa] consideration that puts this
minor drawback in its proper perspective:

... {SJuch delays seem trivial when we consider that many environ-
mentzl problems carry not only & real threat to public health but also
a potential threat to the very survival of the human species,

4. The “Lesser of Two Evils” Method

[P e -

urw. relersons.com

Argue that an opposing position is no stronger, or perhaps even weaker,
in 2 certain respect. The essay for Issue 1 provides an example. First the
essay acknowledges a certain weakness in its position:

... [D]elays typicaily associated with burcaucratic regulation can
thwart the purpose -of the regulations, because environmental
problems can quickly become grave indeed.

»

. "Then, the es5ay-points cul an even greater weakness in the opposing

position:
1

.. . Bowever, given that unjustifiabie reliance on volunteerism is the
only alternative, government regulation se¢ms Necessary.

Peterson’s ® -Writing Skills for the
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

-

. The “Greater of Two Virtues” Method

Argue that a certain merit of the opposing position is overshadowed by
one or more virtues of your positicn. The essay for Issue 2 provides an

example. First, the essay admits that the opposing position is not without
merit: :

Some might argue that the leadership and vision of 2 company’s key
executives is of paramount importance, citing specific cases.

'l;hcn. the essay asserts that the contrary position has even greater merit:

. . . Yet chief executives of our most successful corporations would
i no doubt admit . . . that without the cooperative efforts of their
i subordinates, their personal vision would never become reality.

Your SUPPORTING EXAMPLES

i -

B As noted earlier in Part 2, on both the GRE and GMAT, the official
directions indicate that you should support your perspective with reasons
and/or exampies from your academic or other reading, your experience,

e . .-.or your observations. But should.you try to include all of the listed
example types? And whart specific kinds of exampies will leave the most
positive impression on the reader? To answer these questions for yourself,
keep in mind the following points of advice.

Spare the Reader the Technical Details
Don't try to impress the reader with your technical knowledge of any
particular subject. Resist the temptation to use the Issue essay as a forum
to recapitulate your senior-year thesis. This is not the place to convince
the reader of your firm grasp of the finest points of foreign policy,

macroeconomic theory, or nuclear physics. Thae's what your GPA and
undergraduate transcripts are for.

Don't Be a “Know-It-All”

The Issue essay is not like 2 game of feopardy! or Trivial Pursuit. You
will not score poiats by recountng statistics or by conjuring up the names
of little-known historical figures. By all means, drw on both current and
hisrarical events to bolster your position. But try to use examples with
which the reader is likely to be someshat familiar. (Consider this point of
advice, hoﬁvcver, in light of the next one.)

Peterson’s W \Writing Skifls for the | 43 i wiw pelersons.com
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Avoid the Trite and Hackneyed
Trv to avoid using hackneved. overused examples to make your point.
Keep in mind: Many GRE and GMAT test takers will rely hf..':wl\' on todav's
headlines and on history's most illustrious and notorious figures. Here arc
some names and events that currently (in the vear 2002) come to mind:

¢ Osama bin Laden or the attack on the World Trade Center
» The Enron and Arthur Anderson accounting scandals

+ Recent Amcrican prcsidcﬁthl scandals

* Adolph H;tlcr and thc ch:sh Holocaust

+ Bill Gatcs and Microsoft s business practices

Examples such as t.hcsc are Lhc all too-obvious ones. Try to dig a bit
deeper, showing the reader a broader, more literate perspective.

1I\I'!“IJ‘-¢~O-/'F-‘14¢"&WI-"|!'N'UJ'-_ 1T ';:. L f"'«il'ﬁh.— | : - "“""‘!-"-"““"v"" byt

"-J‘RNOT.E: a*MosttGRE:andiGm'I‘_mdcrsa'cmdcm the TS, Hyour-nsndc \
'b“'-«-clscwhc:r,icitémrnp"lcs “tom iyour lown reglon-of Ih:ﬁoﬂﬂ"ﬁioﬁ"&é‘ilf

;nnorcmkrlyao:pxquoﬂwmdcr‘sdnm whxchacznuonlynp rate'
-“*"your‘favnr., i = T t" ; ‘

R

Draw Sparingly on Your Personal Experiences -
Unless the specific directive accompanying the statement instructs
otherwise, it’s perfectly acceptable 1o draw on your own e€xperiences at
work, college, or elsewhere, However, avoid relying too heavily on
personal experience, Strive to demonstrate through vour essay a breadth
e e of both real-world cxperience and academic knowiedge.

Sirive to Be a Generalist, Not a Specialist

Unless the specific directive accompanying the statement instructs
otherwise, avoid harping on one particular reason that you believe is the’
most convincing one or on one example that you think is most iliustrative.
Try to round .out your discussion as fully as you reasonably have time for.
To guard against going off on a rangent with a single reason or example,
try to adhere 10 one of the structural templates vou'll jearn.about a.bit
later in Part 2.

e 0,
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

-hRAINSTORMiNG FOR Essm' [oEAs

Many Issues in the officiul pool share common themes. Read again the lists
of thosg: themes on pages 13-15 in Part 1. You can be ready for several
related Issues with an arsenal of your favorite examples. If you have time
before your exam, try to develop an arsenal of your pet examples:

211 ¢ For the GRE, develop an arsenal of supporting examples from
science, philosophy, politics, and the arts. You can use many of the
same historical figures, events, theories, and schools of thought for

x - multiple Issue topics. Take notes, then review them shortly before
exam day.

B K1l « For the GMAT, develop your general position on the broad
business issues listed in.Part 1 along with an inventory of ex-
:unplcs. Take notes, then review them shortly before exam day.

NOTE.:“AL' thc encl of Pa.rt > écc "If You- Have More Titnc”)
you 11 ﬁnd adcht:onal suggcsuons for br:unstorm.mg

A L N e

ORGANIZING YOUR IDEAS (YOUR ESSAY’'S STRUCTURE)

Regardless of your brilliant and incisive ideas, the reader might not
appreciate or even understand those ideas if you present them in a
rambling, disorganized fashion. A clear organizational framework is a
necessary ingredient for a high score. Although the testing service makes
clear that there is no “correct” or “best” structure for the Issue essay, you
should nevertheless adhere to certain guidelines, or risk losing your wain
of thought on the reader, thereby leaving a distinctively negative
impression,

Your Essay’s LencTH

There is no prescribed or *correct” length for an Issue essay. The only
limitation on length that the testing system imposes is the practical
limitation associsted with the time limit. So do the readers prefer brief or
longer Issue essays? Well, it all depends on the essay's quality. An essay
that is concise und to the point can be more eifective than 1 long-winded,
rambling one. On the other hand, a longer essay that is nevertheless
articulate and that includes many insightful ideas thac are well supported
by examples will score higher than a broef essay thut lacks substance,

Peterson’s W Writing Skills for the 1 47 E W PSS COME
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Number of Words

Don’t worry about the word length of your essav. As long as you.incorpo-
rate into vour essay all the elements that | suppest here in Part 2 vour

-essay’s word length will be appropriate.

NOTE: The sampic GRE essays in Part 5 of this book range from 475
10 075 vords in length, and the GMAT Issue essays in Part 7 range
from 325 to 500 words in length. But for a top score of 6, your Issuc
¢ssay need not be as lengthy as my samples, especially the longer
ones. (GRE test takers have 50 percent more time for the Issue
writing task, time enough for about 50 percent more words.)

Number of Paragraphs

i31ETORICAL EMPHASIS

There is no “correct” or “best” number of paragraphs per se for an Issue
essay. Nevertheless, any GRE or GMAT Issue essay shouid include scparatc
introductory and summary (or concluding) paragraphs. In addition, any .
GMAT Issue essay should contain at least fwo body paragraphs, and any
GRE Issuc essay should contain at least tiree body paragraphs.
e e e - : . e e
:NDTE. {GRE.test takcrs have’ 50 pcrccnt more time for the Issué e Lifn
writing task, ctime -enough for:a-more fully.developed d.lscussxon'-thh
at !casr onc additional pamgmph :

AND YOur Essay’s STRUCTURE

- The principles of effective rhetoric you leamed earlier should also apply to

WO, pelersons.com

the manner in which you arrange vour ideas (and opposing ideas) into
parageaphs. While there are no hard-and-fast rules, here are a handful of
ideas for you to put into practice:

= If you begin }'oulr body paragraphs with your' position, start with
the strongest (“chief,” “main,” or “primary™) reason for that
position. Then in subsequent paragraphs (or sentences), turn to
vour secondary reasons. _ -

* If you begin your bddy paragraphs by discussing a position contrary
1o yours, start with the strongest (*chief,” “main,” or "primary™)
reason for that position—the one that moss people would think of
first. By turning right around to counter that reason, you disarm
your detractors early in your essay.

* Among varieus opposing points, admit the strongest one first.

* Respond inmniediately 1o each contrary point, in turn. Don't pile
them on, then risk running out of time to respond to them adl.

Peterson's ®  Writing Skills for the
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING I1SSUE ESSAY

TEMPLATES FOR YOUR ESSAY’S STRUCTURE

With the foregoing guidetines for pargruph number and rhetorical
sequence in mind, your essay should build upon one of the following
structural templates. Which template you should select depends on a
vartety of factors:

* The nature of the statement (e.g., whether it can be broken down into
components, aspects, or applications, as discussed earfier in Part 2)

. = The extent to which you agree (or disagree) with the statement

* The number of reasons and examples you intend to cite in support
of your position (as well as other positions)

* Whether you're 4 GRE or GMAT test taker (GRE test takers have
more time for a more fully developed analysis)

- Be flexible; you might start out with a particular structure in mind, then,
midway through your essay, discover that the pieces are not falling into
place. Assuming you have enough time, switch to a structure that works
berter and rearrange your paragraphs accordingly. (Of course, this option
is not available to GRE test takers who submit handwritten essays.) Also,
you need not adhere strictly to one of these templates in order to write an
effective Issue essay. You might discover some other, idiosyncratic formac
that works best for you personally, at least in most cases.

NOTE: In the templates, brackets indicate optionat elements. Also, the
" term-*counterpoint™refers to a reasorr orcxample suppostng a contrary
- posmon ;and*“rebutral™ refers: to- T.response (reason or example) to a
: ‘-.'coumcrpomt (:md in-further support of thc other position).

Template A
Try this template if your agreement or disagreement with the statement is
nearly unqualified.
{st Paragraph: Main reason for your posmon — counterpoint
—» reburtal
2nd Paragraph: Second reason for your position — counterpoint
— reburttal
Jrd angfapi;: Third reason for your position — counterpoint
— reburtad
The rollowing Issue essays in Part 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on chis
remplate:
11 GRE Essuy Nos. 16, 31, 87
EE1l GMAT Essay Nos. 22, 46, 33, 79, 90, 125
Peterson’s W Writing Skills for the L 49 l R POIFS NS COm
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‘You can use the same template to discuss two or more examples (or
distinct areas) that lend support 1o your position: '

Ist Paragraph: One example (or area) that sUppors your position —
counterpoint — rebuttal

2nd Paragrapl: Another example (or area) that supports your
position —+ counterpoint - rebuttal

3rd Paragraph: Another example (or area) that supports your
position — counterpoint ~» rebuttal

The foliowing Issue essays in Part 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on th
variation: :

K1) GRE Essay Nos. 06, 85
WEII GMAT Essay No. 74

Template B
' ' Try this template to acknowledge one strong argument against your
position but where you have more reasons or examples in.support of yo
position: '
1st Paragraph: One reason (and/or example) in support of your
positon
2nd Paragrapiy: Another reason (and/or example) in support of yor
position '
3rd Paragraph: Another reason (and/or example) in support of you
position :
Final Paragraph: Chief counterargument — rebuttal
The following issue essays in Part 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on t
templarte:
K| GRE Essay Nos. 43, 48, 73
MAII GMAT Essay Nos. 11, 65, 84
Teppplate C

Try this template to acknowledge one or more sUoOng ArguInents agam.
your position but where you have better reasons and/or exaunples dn

. support of your position: Y
1st Paragraph: Chief counterargument
[Next Paragraph: another counterargument]

Next Paragraph: One reason and/or example in support of your
position

WU DELErSONS.COM m - Peterson’s = Wdtgig -SlélflisAj;gj



HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

(Next Paragraph: Another reason and/or c:ca.mplc in support of your
position]
The following Issue essays in P:1rr 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on this
templare:

1Bl GRE Essay Nos. 25, 103, 115
Nkl GMAT Essay No. 43

lemplate D .
If the arguments for and against the statement’s position are equally strong
* (e.g., if it all depends on the area under cons:deranon), try this template

for a balanced essay: _
ist Paragraph (or ist and 2nd Paragraphs): Area(s) or examples
supporting one position
2nd Paragrapb (or 3rd and 4tb Paragraphbs): Areals) or examples
suppofrting 2 contrary position

The following Issue essays in Part 5 and Part 7 are based essentally on this

template:

BEl GRE Essay No. 114

HEIl GMAT Essay Nos. 26, 60

lemplate E
Try this template to address two or more reasons in support of an oppos-

ing position, each onae in fum:

Ist Paragraph (or Ist and 2nd paragrapbs) Countcr:zrgumcnt -
reburtal

2nd Paragraph (or 3rd and 4tb paragrapbs) Countemrgument —
rebuteal

[(Next Paragraph: Couhtcmrgumcnt =3 reburtal]

The following Issue essays in Part 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on this
templare:

11l GRE Essay No. 46
BRI GMAT ECssay No. 34

wuwne perersons.cont
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DO’S ANDP PON’TS FOR YOUR ISSUE ESSAY

Now, review some of the kev points from Part 2. Here's a list of DO's and
DON'Ts to keep vou on the right truck when vou organize and compose

your Issue essay. To reinforce the ideas in this.ist, eamark it and refer 10
it from time to time as you practice the 1ssue writing task and as you read
my sample essays in Part 5 and Part 7. '

Apoprting A PerspecTive or Posimon

Do

Don't

Do

Don't

try to break apar the statement into components or discrete areas of
consideration. 1n fact, many GRE and GMAT Issue statements are intention-
ally designed for vou to do so.

waste time second-guessing what the reader might agree (or disagree)
with. GRE and GMAT readers are trained to be objective. 50 don't try to
anticipate what a reader would consider a “correct” position (politically or
otherwise) on an Issuc.

“hedge™ your position by qualifying your viewpoint-and acknowledging
others. In doing so, you won't appear wishy-washy, but rather thoughtful
and scholarly!

be reluctant to take a strong stance on an lssue, but avoid coming across
as fanatical or extreme. Approach the Issue essay is an intellectual exer-
cise, not as a forum for sharing vour personal belief svstem.

SuprorTiNg Your Posimion aND CounteriNg OTHERS

WD, PeLeTSons.com

Do

Don't

Do

Don't

admit and respend to the chief weakness of vour position as well as to the
chief merits of an opposing position. ln doing so, use varied rhetorical
techniques.

overdo it when it comes to drawing on personal experiences to support
your position. Try instead to demonstrate a breadth of both real-world and
academic experience.

explain how ecach example you mention illustrates vour point. Aniyone can
simply list a long string of examples and ciaim that they illustrate a point.
But the readers:are looking for incisive -analysis, not fast typing (or
writing), s

tey to impress the reader with either your vast knowledge of trivia or your
technical knowledge of the topic at hand.

.52 | Peterson’s M WWriting Skills fortix
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

RGANIZATION

Do order your body paragraphs in a logical and persuasive manrer.

Don't  dwelt too long on details. Try to cover as many points in you.r outline as
you have time for, devoting no more than one paragraph to cach one.

Do  save time for bookends: an introductory paragraph and a conciuding or
summary paragraph.

Don't ¥y to cover everything. The readers understand your time constraints. So
don't worry if you're forced to leave the secondary and more tangentizl
points on your scratch paper: o7

LIF YOU HAVE MORE TIME

If you have ample time before your exam, consider supplementing the
[ssue materials in this book with additional resources. Here are some
suggestions.

Tike Notes on THE lssue STATEMENTS IN Your Ofricial Pool

Generate a printout of the complete pool of Issue questions. (See this
book's introduction for how to gbtain the questions via the testing
service's GRE and GMAT Web sites.) Select ten or fifteen Issue statements
covering diverse themes. For each one, perform the planning steps (1-3)
you learned about here in Part 2. Keep your mind as well as your pencil
moving!

CONSULT My Other Two ANALYTICAL WRimNG Books

Chances are, you'll have an easier time conjuring up supporting examples
for some types of Issues than for others. Identify the thematic areas (from
the lists on pages 13-15 in Part 1) in which you're deficient, then get up
to speed for these areas by rcadmg the refevant cssn}'s in one of my other
o books: - R

'GRE—Answer :o tbe Reai Essay Quesr:ons {Published by Peterson’s).
The book cont:nn:a my ::ss.ws for 125 Issues in the official pool.

GMAT CAT——Amwer to rbe Real Essay Questions (Published by
Peterson's). The book's 2ad edition contains my essays for 115 [ssues
in the official pool:

As vou read the book’s [ssue essavs, in addition to noting my supporting
examples:

e jor down reasons vou find clearest, most convincing, or most
useful, '

Peterson’s W Writing Skills for the } 53 l LI, TSNS (O HT
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PART 2.

e Pick up thesis ideas: even reading just the first and last paragraphs
of each essay will afford you many useful insights.

o Righlight transition and rbetorical phrascs, then try composing
several essavs vourself, making a special effort 10 incorporate your
favorites into your essays so that they become part of vour natural
writing stvle.

NOTE: For book information, see the books” Web supple-
ments (www. west.net/~stewart). '

Dic Even FURTHER FOR IDEAS AND EXAMPLES

Magazines

QAU PeLeTsSons.com

Referring to the lists of common themes on pages 13-15 in Part 1, roll up

your sleeves and hit the proverbial stacks for Issue ideas. All forms of
media are fair game.

The periodicals listed below feature articles that cover common Issue

_themes (the first two are especially relevant 1o the GMAT):

o Inc.: business cthics, management, ieadership, entrepreneurship

s Forbes: same themes 2s those in /nc

o [J.5 News & World Report: noiable current events

The Economist: political and economic ideology

» Reasorn: ideology and ;u1rure. Qoads of “cross-discipline™ articles)
e The New Yorker: arts, humanities, sociology, popular culture

e The Futurist: cultural and technological trends

With this list in hand, head to your local library or the magazine's Web'sit
and rifle through some back issues or archived articles. You'll come away
brimming over with ideas for Issue essays.

- - - -

Check out books that survey key.people, events, and developments in
_various areas of human endeavor. Here are TWO useful ones 1o start witht

‘. “E 4 History of Knowledge: Past, Present, and Future, by Charles van

Doren (Birch Lane Press, 1991)

The World's Greatest Ideas: An Encyclopedia of Social Inventions,
ed. by Nicholas Alberly, et. al. (New Society Publications, 2001)

Peterson’s @ Writing Skilis for {
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

ur Notes from Cdllege Course Work

e Web

Try dusting off your notes from college survey courses in art, science,
history, politics, and sociology. You might surprise yourself with what
you'll find that you can recycle into a GRE or GMAT Issuc essay.

Take advantage of the World Wide Web to brush u'p on commmon [s-

sue themes. At the Analytical Writing areas of my GRE Web site
(www.west.net/~stewart/grewa) and GMAT Web site

(Vwwv. west.net/~stewart/awa), I've provided links to some Web sites

that are useful for this purpose, : - -

elevision and Video

ter YOuR PerspecTive

If you're a couch potaro, tune in to the History Channel or to your local
PBS station for [ssue-essay ideas. Also consider purchasing (or renting from
a library) “History of the Millennium,” a 3-hour A&E (Arts & Entertain-
ment) channe! production, which surveys the 100 most influential peopie
of the most recent millennium (1000-1999). Zero in on a few of the

--— featured artists, scientists, political leaders; and philosophers, and you'l] be

ready with good Issue examples, especially for the GRE.

The strategies listed above can be time-consuming. If you have ample time
before exam day, then go the extra mile (or kilometer). But what if you
don’t have time for additional reading and brainstorming? Take heart: The
specific reasons and supporting examples you cite are only one of several
scoring criteria and by nc means the most important. Your should primary
be concerned with:

e Developing a position that accounts for the statement’s complexiry
and implications and that acknowledges other viewpoints

* Expressing that position ciearly, in 2 balanced, well-organized essay

[EINFORCEMENT EXERCISES

Now, let's reinforce what you've learned in Pact 2. The following series of
exercises is designed to engage you more actively in planning, outlining,
and composing effective Issue essays. Here are the tive types of exercises
you'll find here, along with the number of exercises per type:

+ Outlining (3 exercises)
* Writing introductory parigraphs (3 exercises)

* Recognizing an essay's structure (8 exercises)

person’s B Writing Skills for the ' WU petersons.cont
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* Analytical writing (3 eXercises)
* Composing a full-iength Issue cssay () essay)

For each group of exercises, directions for that group immediately preced
the exercises. My responses and comments begin on page 59,

OutunING {3 Exercises)

On scratch paper, create an outline for each of the following three Issues.
Your outline should contain notes for:

* At Jeast one example and/or reason in support of cach main point

* A basic position or thesis (for your introduction and concluding
paragraphs)

Limit your time to 5 minutes per Issue,

1. For the following Issue, provide an outline for two body para-
graphs—the first one in support of the statement’s position, the
second opposed to it

“In any field of endeavor, an individual's best critics are the
individual’s own peers in thar field."

2. For the following Issue, provide an outline for three body
paragraphs. Youw'll probably need at least three paragraphs to
compare different types of professions or vocations and to define
the statement’s key terms.

“Professional success usuaily depends on a person's ability
to respond and adapr to unexpected problems and changing
- circumstances.” e

3. For the following Issue, provide an outline for three body
paragraphs. You'll probablv need at least three paragraphs to
examine both areas listed and to consider other possible ¢ri.
tiques of the statement,

“How we react to public scandals—whether in business or
politics—reflects our values and priorgities as a society.”

YWRIMNG INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPHS (5 Exercises)
T For each of the following Issues, compose a twosor three-sentence
B R Sral paragranh e ¢ arw

® Reveals the complexity of the issue
* Suggests a general position on the issue

- e Anticipates the structure of the essay

wuny,petersons.com Poterson’s = anré‘ng S’g{f{ .);9;"’;
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

‘Limit your time to 5 minutes per Issue.

L. “Ads portraying attractive or successful people are effective only
if consumers can acrually become more attractive or successful
by using the advertised product or service.”

J

“Researchers at universities should concentrate on areas of
research in which new ideas and discoveries are most likely to
be of significant benefit to sociery.”

3. “It is neither the proper nor necessary function of government to
encourage the creation of art or to ensure its preservation.”

4. “To truly succeed in life, an individual must 2ssert his or her
individuality, rather than conforming to the expecutions of
others.”

wh

“The only responsibility of a leader—whether in politics,
business, or the military—is to serve the interests of his or her
followers.”

FCOGNIZING AN Essay’s Structure (8 Exercises)

Not every essay in Parts 5 and 7 of this book conforms strictly to one of
the structural templates you examined earlier in Part 2. For each of the
following idiosyncratic essays, outline the essay's structure—paragraph by
paragraph (except for the introductory and concluding paragraphs). In
your outline, you may wish to use the following terms:

* point—to identify a reason in support of a position
* counterpoint—io describe a contrary position
* rebuital—1o identify a response to a counterpoint

Observe that for some of these essays, the structure is a variation on one
of the five templates, while for others, the structure is more idiosyncratic.

Ell Part 5
1. GRE Essay No. 4
2. GRE Essay No. 21
3. GRE Essay No. 39
4. GRE Essay No. 53

REIl Part 7
5. GMAT Essay No. 20
6. GMAT Essav No. 63
7. GMAT Essay No. 80
8. GMAT ECssay No. 110

' | E—
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ANaLYTIcAL WRITING {5 EXERCISES)
Each of the following statements is one that most test takers would tend
to agree with. Your task is to play devil’s advocate. For each statement,
compose a one-parspraph response in which you:

« Provide one reason and/or example in support of the statement’s
position '

» Argue against the statement’s position, by providing at least one
reason and/or example

In your response, try to use rhetorical devices 10 convince the reader that
your contrary position is the stronger one. Limit your time to 8 minures

per Issue.

1.

“As adults, we prefer to define ourselves more by our occupation
than by our affiliation with social groups.”

“A democratic society is always better off when many people
question authonty.”

“parents should be free to make all important decisions regarding
the forma! education of their children.”

“The proper focus of a college education should be on career
preparation and not on the development of a personal value
system.”

*Most great achicvements are the result of careful planning and a
long, sustined effort rather than to sudden bursts of creativity or
insight.”

ComposiNG A FuL-tENGTH Issue Essay (1 Essay)

Early in Part 2, I constructed, step by siep, 2 sample essay for each of
these two simulated 1ssues:

Issue Statement 1

“The best way to ensure protection and preservation of our natural

environment is through government regulatory measures. We cannot

rely on the voluntary efforts of individuals and private businesses 10
- - achieve these objectives.” T

z - Issue Statement 2
“Large businesses should focus-on teamwork as the primary means of

L achieving -success.”

HAUW.PEIEFSONS.CON
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

My sample responses expressed overall agreement with both statements,
Select either statement, and composc an ‘essay in which you express
overall disagreement with the statement, regardless of your personal
opinions about the issue. Try to apply what you've learned in Part 2 about:

. Developing a perspective that recognizes the issue's complexities
and implications

. Writfng_ effective introductory and concluding paragraphs

e Adopting a structure that is thetorically effective

» Using various rhetorical techniques to argué for your position and
against others

Try to use your own reasons and examples. Limit your time to 45 minutes
(GRE) or 30 minutes (GMAT). Unless you plan 1o submit a handwritten

GRE essay, use a word PTOCESSOr to compose your response, limiting your
use of word-processing functions to the ones built into the testing system.

EINFORCEMENT EXERCISES—SAMPLES AND
OMMENTS )

DUTUNING (3 ExERCISES)

. Analysis Here's an outline for a response with two body paragraphs—one in
support of the statement and the other in opposition to it. The outline
suggests thae the tese taker plans to rely chiefly on the art of film direction
for examples. The outline’s thesis notes indicate that weighing the issue's
two sides requires agreement as to what makes for the “best” kind of
criticism in the first place, )

Paragraph 1 (Agree)
* Peers have best knowledge of field

* technical and theoretical (e.g., cinematography: non-
experts have no clue)

* complex tasks can look simple to non-experts (e.g., good
film editing goes unnoticed)

* Peopie are more receptive to criticism from peers
® €Xxpert opinions more worthy of respect

® peers can spezak the same language (communicate

eriticisms)
erson’s W Writing Skills for the ' 59 ! : Wy, pelersons.com
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Paragraph 2 (Disagree)
¢ Peers might be dishonest (jealousy or competition)

« Quisiders are more objective

* Non-expens bring fresh insights (e, literary critic's focus
differs from film director’s)

Thesis
» Issue rests on definition of "bhest” (best informed vs. most
objective}

» Key: Criticism must help you improve your craft or advance
knowledpe '

% Analysis Here's an outline for a response with three body paragraphs. The first
' paragraph would provide rwoe main reasons why the test taker fundamen-
tally agrees with the suarement. The second paragraph would consider
possible exceptions, then explain them away. The third paragraph would
recognize that the issue rests uitimately on the definition of *professional
" success.” The: cutline suggests that the test taker plans to rely on cxamplt:é
from 2 variety of professions. '

Paragraph 1 (Agree—2 Reasons)
¢ Many jobs inherenty unpredictable (e.g., journalism, media,
business) i

» Multiple careers are common today (no job security)

- Paragraph 2 (Exceptions) e
+ Exception: Jobs ensconced in convention/tradition {e.g., law,
banking)

+ but evolving laws, regulations, and technoiogy require
adapration

* careers in these areas not secure

'» A few theoretical fields might be insulated (e.g., history, math,
-of music theory)}-

s but job circumstances often uncertain, so adapt or
perish?

e new developments still possible (e.g., historical cvidence,
math theories, new musical forms)

www.pete;-:ons.oom Peterson’s @  Writing Skills for the
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L} Analysis

HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

' Pai-agmph 3 (Definition)
* Detine success (Is the statement 2 tautology?)

* Maybe success depends on balancing career and personal life

Thesis

¢ Assuming a narrow definition of success, statement is true for
all fields

P‘Ierc‘s an oudine for a response with three body paragraphs. The first
paragraph would provide examples. of business scandals, while the second
would ¢xamine. two.types of political scandals. For each type, the essay
would basically agree with the statement. The third paragraph would
distinguish this essay from less insightful ones by mising more fundamental
questions about what our media's obsession with scandals reveals about us
1o begin with (i.e., the paragraph would critique the statement on another
level).

Paragraph 1 (Business)
». E.g., Enron/Anderson

*.reacuon was for reform and accountabitity

* shows we value fairness, equity, proper functioning of
markets

* E.g., Tobacco litigation

¢ mixed reaction shows we tolemte unethical business
behavior as part of free enterprise

* court settlements show we are pragmatic

+ Conclusion: We are a complex society with competing vatues
(accurate)

Paragraph 2 (Politics)
* Ep., Fundmising scandals

* respanse wis campaign finance reform
* shows concem for democrtic ideals
¢ E.g., Clinten sex scandais
* [CSpPONSE WIS Prurient interest
+ shows we are voveurs und media puppets

¢ Conclusion; $ame 15 in paragraph | (accurace)

erson’s W Writing Skills for the l 61 ! wivie perersons.com
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Paragraph 3 (Qucries)
~ e« If we pay attention at all, what does this reflect about society?

» [s the fact that scandals are publicized more reflective of the
media than of socieny?

Thesis
* In cither area. scandails show we have many sides.

+ Intujtion tells me this is an accurate reflection.

* Musing: Issue raises questions about how media influences our
values and priorities

ARMING INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPHS 5 ExXERCISES)
l. Analysis

The operative word in this statement is “only.” This kcjf word opens.the
door for you to discuss other reasons these ads are often effective and 10
provide supporting examples. Here's an introductory paragraph-that leads
appropriately inte this discussion. Notice that the introduction anticipates
three body paragraphs (one for the area of agrecment and one for each of
the two points of disagreement):

Assuming that an “effective” ad is one that helps sell the advertised
product or service, 1 agree with the statement to the extent that this
advertising technique can be effective. However, the statement is
problematic in two respects: (1) it overlooks other reasons that these
types of ads are often effective, and (2) it wrongly assumes that
consumers can accurately predict the benefits of a product before
using it, -~ o

2. Analysis

Any statement with the word “should”™ invites the test taker to challenge
certain nermative assumptions underlying the statement. The following
introductory paragraph tells the reader that the test taker recognizes those
assumptions and will proceed to challenge them. Notice that the introduc-
tion anticipates three body paragraphs (one for the area of agreement and
one for each of two challenges):

1 do not dispute the legitimacy of research aimed at improving the
health and well-being of sociery and its members. However, the 5.
speaker misunderstands why we humans, by way of .our very nature,
are driven to advance our knowledge in the first place, The speaker,
fails to appreciate that in seeking knowledge for knowledge's own
sake, researchers sometimes make the most profoundly beneficial
discovcrics.

umvpefer%ons.oom Peterson's W Writing Skills for the
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IF. Anglysis

L Analysis

. Analysis

HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

The following introduction lets the reader know that the test taker
recognizes differing perspectives on rthis issue. The rhetorical phrase:*{I]t
might be tempting to agree . . .* suggests that in the final analysis, the tesc
taker will, on balance, disagree with the statement. The introduction
anticipates a separate paragraph for each of two reasons for agreement,
followed by a separate paragraph for each of two sorts of benefits:
“economic” and “other ‘societal” (four body paragraphs altogether):

The speaker's essential claim is that using public resources to support
. the arts is unjustifiable. It might be tempting to agree withs the
speaker on the basis that art is not a fundamental human need and
that government is not entirely frusrworthy when it comes to its
motives and methods. However, the speaker overlooks certain
economic arxl other societal benefits that acerue when government
Assumes an active role in supporting the arts.

Like many GRE and GMAT Issue statements, this one overstates the
speaker’s case, (Norice the key word “must.”) The statement invites the
test taker to qualify the statement by carving out areas of exception and
providing counterexamples. The first rwo sentences below inform the
reader that the test taker is about to accomplish precisely that. The
remainder of the introduction anticipates three body paragraphs.

This statement amounts to an wnfair generalization, The key to
individual success in any activity is to strike the optimal balance
berween individuality and conformiry—a balance that varies depend-
ing .on the particular activity and goal involved, With respect to
activities that are inherently creative, I am in full agreement with the
statement. When it comes to certain other activities, however,
conformity is the most important ingredient for success, while in still
ather activities, success depends equally on both.

Notice that this statement lists three types of leaders. This list serves as an

invitation to discuss each one in turn, in a separate paragraph. One way to
approach this type of statement is to either agree or disagree with it, then
provide supporting examples from cach cltegory. Another approach is to
show (by reasons and examples) that the statement's accurucy depends on
the category. The following introduction anticipates a four-paragraph
analysis thac follows the latter appro:ch:

Although this statement has merit, it is problematic in rwo respects.
First, serving the interests of followers is nor the oaly responsibility of
1 leader. Secondly, whether this responsibility is the “greatest™ one

erson’s W Writing Skills for the | 43 l S WG Petersons.com
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depends on the type of leadership involved. While legitimate political
leadership must, by my definition, serve the citizenry, the same
cannot be said for either business or milittry leadershin.

RECOGNIZING AN EssaY’s STRuCTURE (8. Exercises)
1. GRE Essay No. 4

The first three paragraphs concemn one paint of view, svhile the final two

parmagraphs tum to the opposing view. (The essay favors the Jauer view,
on balance.)

P 1: Point

P 2: Example

P 3. Example

P 4: Counterpoint (one example)

P 5 Counterpoint (a second exampie)

2. GRE Essay No. 21

‘The first two paragraphs discuss the essay's main point (reason in support
of the essay’s position), while the third and fourth paragraphs each discuss
another, distinct point.

P 1: Point 1
P 2 Point 1 {continued)
P 3: Point 2
P 4: Point 3

3. GRE Essay No. 39

remaining paragraphs provide examples in”support of the rebutal,

P 1: Point — counterpoint
P 2: Example (in support of counterpoint)
P 3: Example (in support of counterpoint)

.. GRE Essay No. 55

The first three paragraphs concem one point of view, while the final two

paragraphs turn to the Opposing view. (The essay favors the latter view,
on balance.)

P 1: Point (one view)

P 2: Counterpoint

P 3: Rebural ' :
P 4: Point-Copposing view)

P 5: Counterpoint — Reburtal

ne petersons.com Peterson’s ~a “Writing Skills for the
e GRE/GMAT Tests
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

. GMAT Essay No. 20
In the fiest paragraph, the test taker agrees with the statement in one

respect; in the other two paragraphs, the test taker disagrees with the
statement in another respect:

P 1: Point
P 2: Counterpoint
P 3: Counterpoint (continued)

. GMAT Essay No. 63
THe first paragraph indicates the chief reason for the position taken in the

essay; the second parag_mph ack.nowledgcs a contrary argument, then T
responds to it: : -

P 1: Point
P 2: Counterpoint — Rebuttal

- GMAT Essay No. 80

The first paragraph presents one side of the issue, while the second para-
- graph.provides another side. (The essay favors.the latter position.)

P 1: Point
P 2: Counterpoint

- GMAT Essay No. 110

The first paragraph indicates one extreme position on the issue, while the
second pamagraph indicates the contrary extreme position. The finat
paragraph suggests a middle, more balanced position:

P 1: Point
P 2: Counterpoint
P 3: Position (balances point and counterpoint)

NALYTICAL WRITING {5 EXERCISES)
- Analysis

The following response first pays lip service to the statement (with a
reason and an example), then refutes it (again, with a reason and an
example):

As adults take on the responsibilities of work, they might appear to
define themselves less by their social affilisations and more by their
occupation. For example. when twvo adults meet for the first time,
bevond initial pleasantries, the initial question aimost invariably is
“What do you do for a living?” Yet in my opinion, this focus on
occupation belies our true preferences as to how we would detine
ourselves, Rather, it is born of economic necessity; we don't have the

terson’s B Writing Skills jor the | W pelersans.com
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2. Analysis

. Analysis

1L elerSOns.com

leisure time or financial independence to concern ourselves with
purely social activities. Afier all, when older people retire from the
world of work, their true preference—for identifving with social
groups (bridpe clubs, investment clubs, or country ¢lubs)—seems to
emerge.

The following response first acknowledges that the statement is generatly
correct. Then, rather than refuting the irrefutable. the Tesponse points out
an important exception {and an illustrative example):

Admittedly, in a démdcracy.'citizens must question the fairmess and
relevance of current laws.-1t is not enough for a handful of legislators
to challenge the status quo; ultimarely, it is up to the electorate at
large to call for changes in the law when they are necded to reflect
cvolving social values. However, when mass resistance to governmen-
tal authority escalates 1o violent protest, the end result is often more
harm than good to the society, despite the worthiness of the social or
political cause. For instance, dlthough the violent challenge to
authority during the 1992 Los Ahgelcs riots was sparked by legitimate
outrage against race-related police brutality, the protest ultimately
resulted in a2 financially erippled commugity and, mare broadly, a
furning back of the clock with respect to racial tensions across
America. Was the community and the society better off in the end?
Perhaps not.

The following response.cites-rwo reasons in support of the statement,
then dispels them both (the first one with a reason, the second one by
example).

Those who agree with the statement, especially parents, would argue
that only parents can truly know the unique needs of their children,
including what educational choices are best suited for them, and that
parents are more motivated than anyone else to ensure their children
the best possible education. In my view, both arpuments are spe-
cious. As for the first'one, since parents lack both the objectivity and
specialized training of professional educators, leaving crucial decisions
about curriculum and pedagogy to parents might in many cases result
in an incomplete education. As for the second one, glthough in a
perfect world parents would always make their children’s education
one of their highest priorities, in fact many parents do not.
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{. Analysis

3. Analysis—-

HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

The following response first acknowledges 1 narrow point of agreement,
then provides two reuasens for disagreeing with the statement generally
(the second reison is supported by an example):

[ agree with the statement only with respect to certain aspects of a
student’s personal vaiue system. For example, public colleges should

- not advocate the teachings of any particular religion or spiritual
belief, or they would risk undermining our basic freedom of religion.
Otherwise, I disagree with the statement for two reasons. First, rote
technical knowledge and skill do not help 2 student determine svhich
goals in life are worthwhile and whether or not the means of
ataining those goals are ethically or moraily acceptable. Secondly, by
nurturing the development of thoughtful personal value systems,
educators actually help prepare students for their careers. After ali,
for most people, jobs and even careers come and go throughour life,
and a principled value system provides both the ballast and compass
needed to navigate life's rough seas,

The following response employs a certain rhetorical device that can be
particularly effective. Notice that after providing counterexamples, the
response “doubles back™ to the attack the statement’s supporting
examples:

[ concede that careful planning and a sustained effort are essential
ingredients for some forms of achievement. For example, none of the
world's greatest democratic states or so-called “wonders” of architec-
ture were built overnight—or by accident. However, I take issue with
the statement with respect to artistic achievements. Query how many
of the world’s great artistic creations—visual, musical, or literary—
would have come to fruition though mere planaing and plodding. It
seems to me that great creadve accomplishment necessarily dcpcnas
on moments of rare insight or brilliance. And even for works of
architecture or for political states, greatness might not be the resulr
of sustained effort as much as the product of an individual designer’s
extraordinary ingenuity and insight.

JOMPOSING A FULL-LENGTH [SSUE Fssay

Herson's N
RE/GMAT Tests

Writing Skills for the

Here are two sample responses, each of which express overnull disagreement
with the [ssue at hand. Each one is brief encugh to eusily compose in 30 or
45 minutes. 've underlined transition and rhetorical phrases to help you see
the structure and “flow” of the argument.

]
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PART &

1. Sample Response for Issue 1 (370 words)

wn fretersons.com

Imposing regulaton: measures on those wha would harm the natural en-
virgnment is one way to preserve it |disagree. however, that it (8 neces
sarijy the best way, Laws might elicit grudging compliance; but other
approaches—those that instill a sense of genuine commitment—are
likely to be more effective in the long term.

Admitiedly, motivating environmental protection by wav of govern-
ment regulation will serve environmental goals up to a point.
However, many individuals and businesses will atempt to avoid
compliance by concealing their activities. As for larpe businesses in
particular, some will lobby legislators to modify regulations or mowve
operations to jurisdictions that allow their environmentally harmful
activities. Others might calculate the trade-off berween accepting
punishment and polluting, then budget in advance for anticipated
penalties and openly violate the law. My intuition is that this practice
is a standard operating mode among some of our iargest
manufacrurers.

A better way to ensure environmental protection is to inculcate a sense
of genuine commitment in our society and especially in our corporate
culture—through education and shareholder involvement. When many
individuals, including key corporte executives, are comrnitied to values,
the regulations associated with those values become 2 codification of
conscience rather than obstacles to circumvent. Moreover, commitment-
driven actions are likely 1o benefit the environment over and above what
the law requires. For example. while a particular regulation might permit
a certain amount of toxic effluents, individuals and businesses committed
1o envircnmental protection might avoid harmful emissions altogether,

instilling a genuine sense of commitment through education and
shareholder action is not just a better approach in theory, it is also
less costly overall than a compliance-driven approach. Regulatory :
systems inherently call for legislative committees, investigations, and
enforcement agencies, all of which add to the tax burden of the
citizens whom these regulations are designed to protect. Also, delays
typically associated with bureaucratic regulation can thwart the - -
purpose of the regulations, because environmental problems can
quickly become grave indeed.

In sum, environmental regulations are essentially expensive Band-Aids, A
commitment-based approach, involving education at the individual level
and shareholder activism at the corpomte level, can instill in the society

at large a sense of environmental conscience, resulting in far more effec-
tive environmental protection.
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HOW TO COMPQOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY

L Sample Responéé for Issue 2 (325 words)

Whether a particulur business ultimately succeeds or fails depends on
a vagiery of tuctors. In my view, while teamwork is almost always
important, in most instances, other factors are more pivotal to a
lirm’s success.

The main reason for my view is simply that it accords with observation
and common sense. For exampie, in many instances, it is clearly the
policy decisions of key executives that determine whether or not a firm
ultimately succeeds. Notable cases include the turnaround success of
Coca-Cola after Roberto Goizuew assumed the position of CEO and, in
contrast, the Apple Computer debacle years ago following the depar-
ture of its founding visionary Steve Jobs, Also, consider industries such
n§ ﬁnnnci:ﬂ services, where product diffcr?l;t.intion is difficult, It seems
to me that a creative marketing ploy or the tenacity of a sales farce
would be the key factor here. Finally, in manufacturing and mining, the
value of raw materials or capital equipment is surely more significant
than the cooperative efforts of employees or, for that matter, any other
asset.

Another reason for my view is that technical knowledge and compe-
tence would seem to be more fundamental to most jobs, Specifically,
without adequate knowledge of the systems, procedures, ind
vocabulary used in one's department or division, an employee cannot
communicate effectively with peers or contuibute meaningfully to
organizational goals. Admittedly, nearly all jobs in an organization
require some cooperative interaction with coworkers, even jobs
performed in relative isolation and those calling for 2 high level of
technical knowledge or ability. For instance, researchers, scientists,
and computer progmmmefs must agree on specifications and
coordinate efforts to meet timelines. However, some substantive
knowledge is necessary to perform virtually any job, whereas the
ability to work effectively with others is merely helptul.

In sum, { agree that teamwork is an important ingredient for organz.i-
tional success. However, it is generally not the most important one.
On balance, some other factor—such as feadership, ambition, tangible
assets, or especially technical knowledge—usually plays a more
pivata! role. '
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Part 3

HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING
ARGUMENT ESSAY

ere in Part 3, you'll learn all you need to score your best on your

GRE or GMAT Argument essay. At the end of Part 3, you'll put

into pracrice what you've learned through a series of skill-building
exercises.

For a high-scoring Argument essay, you need to accomplish these three
basic tasks;

1. Determine the argument’s key elements
2. Organize, develop, and express your critique manner

3. Support your ideas with sound reasons and supporting examples-

NOTE’ You'lL :llso nccd to. dcmonstmtcr ndcquatc: contmL othhc. ,
elements of standard written: Engllsh(gmmmar synmx and; usagc)
You'll focus.on’ Lhattask.latcr in- Pan:4 e

Sadtoen -l

To make sure you accomplish all three tasks within your 30-minute time
. limit, follow this 8step approach (suggested imes are parenthesized):

8 S'I'EPS TO THE ARGUMENT WRITING TASK
Plan Your Essay (5 min.)
I. Read the Argument, and identdify its co}xclusions. (2 min.)

2. Identify and examine the Argument’s evidence o determine how
strongly it supports the Argument’s conclusion(s). (2 min.)

3. Organize and prioritize your peints of critique. (1 min.)

Compose Your Essay (20 min.)

4. Compose a brief introductory pamagraph. (2 min.)

vy

Compose the body of your response. (16 min.)

6. C()mposc 1 concluding paragraph. (2 min.)

Feierson’s < M Writing Skills for the _ : www, petersons.cont
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Refine Your Essay (5 min.)

7. Review and revise for coherence and balance. (3 min.)

8. Proofread for significant mechunical problems. (2 min.)

NOTE: The suggested time limits for each step are merely
guidelines, not hard-and-fast rules. As you practice composing: your
own Argument essays under umed conditions, start with my
guidelines, then develop a pace that works best for You personally.

In the following pages, I'll walk you through each Step in turn, applying
the following simulated Argument:

Argumcnt

The following appeured in 2 memo from the manager of UpperCuts hair
salon:

NIRRT IOPI .
“According to a nationwide demographic study, more and more people
today are moving from suburbs to downtown areas. In order to boost
sagging profits at UpperCuts, we should take advantage of this wend by
relocating the saton from its current location in Apton’s suburban mall
10 downtown Apton, while rewining the salon's decidedly upscale am-
biance. Besides, Hair-Dooz, our chief competitor at the mall, has just
relocated downtown and is thriving at its new location, and the most
prosperous hair saton in nearby Brainard is located in that ciry’s down.
town area. By emulating the locations of these two successful salons,
UpperCuts is certain to anract more customers.”

[. Reap THE ARGUMENT, AND IDENTIFY ITs ConciusioN(s)

U1 Pelersons.com

Every GRE and GMAT Argument consists of the following basic elements:

1. Evidence (stated premises that the Argument does not dispute)
2. Assumptions (unstated premises needed to justify a conciuSion)
3. Conclusions (inferences drawn from evidence and assuwmptions)

As you read an Argument for the first time, identify its final conclusion as
well as its fntermediate conclusion (if any). Why is this first step so
impormant? Unless you are clear about the Argument's conclusions, it's
impossibie-to evaluate the author's reasoning or the stréngth of the
evidence offered in support of them. And that's what the Argument
writing task is all about! .

You'll probably find the fina/ conclusion in the Argument's first or
Jast sentence. The Arpument might refer to it as a “claim,” 2 “recommenda-
tion,” or a "prediction.” An intermediate conclusion, upon which the final
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

“* conclusion depends, might appear anywhere in the Argument. Not every -
Argument contains an intermediate conciusion.
Did you identify and distinguish berween the intermediate and final
conclusions in the Argument involving UpperCuts? Here they are: -

Intermediate Conclusion
“By emulating the locations of these two successful salons, Uppchuw
is certain to attract more customers,”
et ee o Final Conclusion :
: *In order to boost sagging profits at UpperCuts, we should . . . relocat[e)-

] the salon from its current location in Apton’s suburban mall to down.
town Apton, while retaining the szlon's-deeidedly upscale ambiance.”

-

--Notice that the Argument’s final conclusion relies on its intermediate
conclusions. Here's the essential line of reasoning:

UpperCuts will gain customers if it moves downtown. (Infermediate
conclusion) :

Therefore, UpperCuts will boost its profits simply by moving down-
town. (Final conclusion)

T Always jot down an Argument's intermediate conclusion (if any) and its
final conclusion—in shorthand form like I've provided above. You'll need

to refer to them time and again as you develop your points of critique and
compose your essay.

2. IoENTIFY AnD EXAMINE THE ARGUMENT’S Evipence to Determine How
STRONGLY It SuPPORTS THE ARGUMENT'S CONCLUSIONS)

Most Arguments contain at least two or three items of information, or

evidence, that it uses in suppoijt of its conclusion(s). Identify them, label
them, and jot them down in shorthand form on your scratch paper. The
Argument involving UpperCurs contains three distinct items of evidence:

Evidence (Item 1)
“According to a nationwide demographic study, more and more
people today .1rc movmg from suburbs 10 downtown areas.”

' Ev:dcnce (Item 2) R
“Hair- Dooz; our chlef compcutor at the mall has just relocated
downtown and is thriving at its new location.”

Evndcncc (Item 3)

. the most prosperous hair salon in nearby Brainard is loca[ed in
tl‘l at city's downtown area,”

Then, unalyze euach item as 10 how much support it lends to the Argu-
_ment’s intermediate and final conclusions. Be on special lookout for any
unsubstuntiated or unreasonable assumptions upon which the Argument’s

Peterson's W \Writing Skills fur the 73 l _ WUy, petersons. com
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PART 3

conclusions depend. For each major piece of evidence, you should also
note any additional information vou would need 10 deteomine how
strongly the evidence supports whatever conclusion (intermediate or final)

" is based an that evidence.

During step 2 vou should also:

i. Leok for problems with the Argument’s internal logic (e.g., self-
contradictions or circular reasoning),

2. Determine whether the Argument rci:cs on any vdgue or
undefined key terms.

As in the Issue essay, don't filter your ideas during this crucial brminstorm-
ing step! Let them all flow onto your scratch papcr (You'll sort them out
in step 3.)

-"i.'

."".NOTE' 'W.uhout c.xccpuon cach Argumcnt in the ofﬁcml GRE-and_

5 cadedld

K}M&Tgpools ttonuuns at ]cast *r.hrccnriour chscn:zc msomng tﬂa '

! ::;uch ﬂa‘&rsm GRIZ ;md GhM'I‘Argumcms

Here's what your notes for the Argument involving UpperCuts might look
like after a few minutes of brainstorming:

den. comel —UC will goin corlomens downtows
{MM—UCWWWW
» Aemog. udiy—is fplon Typical) o sd
aeuense Irenmd
@ succens of HD—is Localion key)  markeZiog
bey Aglis
¢m48mmm&mw?
—i1 Apter Like Basistnd)
- = o {demiog)
ooﬂ:m{-w&&owx
—UC oniast establinh s clicatele N
(suff Aemsard for LoTl salosms?)
—Aernssnd for “wpscale” sabon AowrTous?
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

" ORGANIZE AND PRiORmMZE YOUR Points oF CRITIQUE

Using your notes from step 2 as a guide, arrange your ideas into para-
graphs (probably three or four, depending on the number of problems
built into the Argument). Take a minute to consider whether any of the
flaws you identified overlap and whether any can be separated into two
distinct problems. In many cases, the best sequence in which 1o organize
your points of critique is the same order in which they appear in the
Argument.

“*.For the Argument writing task, there’s no need to create a separate

outline. You can probably use your notes as your outline, numbering them

according to the most logical sequence to discuss them. Here'’s what my
notes for the Argument involving UpperCuts look like after organizing T
them (arrows indicate where [ intend to discuss a point; (FC] denotes
“final conclusion™):

‘.‘."..‘2:. ----- + 8 i m«—-ﬂ_‘ A
ERT XD

mnfﬂngv

Wder. concl—UC will gain conlamers Aowndams
MM—UCMWWW

rerd

@ommo{HD—uMa«luy?<hy /
@oma{gu&_wmhy?
s Aptan Lhe Brsivsnd?

o othen

[FC] @) —relocation enpers offset acutmies
(suulf. demand for Lol 1aloss?)
—demtsd for “vprcale” salon downtown]

T




4. Compose A Brier INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH

LW pelersons.com

Now that you've spent about five minutes planning vour essay, iUs time (o
composc it. Don't waste time repeanting the Argument a hand: the reader,
whom vou can assunie is already well familiar with the Arpumend, is
interested in your critique—not in yvour transcription skills. Here's what
vou shouid try to accomplish in vour initial paragraph:

1. Identify the Argument’s final cenciusion.

2. Describe briefly the Arpument’s line of reasoning and evidence
in support of its conclusion.

3. Allude generally 1o the problems with the Argument’s line of
reasoning and use of evidence, '

You can probably accomplish all three tasks in 2-3 sentences. Here's a
concise introductory paragraph for the Argument involving UpperCuts
(I've underlined words and phrases that you could use in the introductory
paragraph of any Argument essay): '

Citing a general demographic trend and certain evidence about two
other hair salons, the manager of UpperCuts (UC) concludes here that
UC should relocate from suburban to downtown Apton in order to
attract morc customers and, in turn, improve its profitability. How-

ever, the manager's argument relies on a series of unproven assump-

tions and is therefore unconvincing as it stands.

‘NOTE: The cssays in Paris 6 and 8 include Iongcr
. introductory paragraphs thar paraphrase Lhcfcnt:rc y

Argument—for your teference. There’s no need for'you

to include as much detail in your initial 1-.\:.tr-::igr"q:ahT -

Your introductory paragraph is the least important component of your
essay. Thus, you might consider waiting untif you've completed your
critique of the Argument before composing your introduction (unless you
are a2 GRE test taker who will submit handwritten essays). If vou're

- . tunning out of time for your introduction, begin your essay with a
sentence like one of the following two, then delve right into your first
point of critique-—without a paragraph break: b et

"This argument suffers from numerous flaws that, consndcrcd wogether,

render unienable the conclusion that UpperCuts should relocate to
downtown Apton. One such flaw invoives . . .

I find the argument for moving UpperCuts salon downtown specious
at best, because it reties on a serics of unproven, and doubtful,
assumptions. One such assumption is that . . .

Peterson’'s % Writing Skills for the
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

3. Compose THE Boby oF Your RespoNsE

- After spending no more than 5 minutes planning your response, it's time
to compose it. As in the Issue essay, during this step, your chief aim is to
peck madly at your keyboard in order to get your ideas onto the screen!

.Here’s what you need to keep in mind as you compose your body
paragraphs:

» Try 1o devote a separate paragraph to each point of your critique.

« Be sure the first sentence of each paragraph conveys to the reader
the essence of the problem that you intend to discuss in that
paragraph.

» Try to provide ut least one example (scenario) that would under-
mine each major assumption.

» Try to devote no more than three or four sentences to any one
point in your outline. Otherwise, you risk running out of time
without discussing all of the Argument's major problems.

« Arrange your paragraphs so your essay flows logically from one
point of critique to the next.

* Don't worry if you don’t have time to include every possible point
of critique. The readers understand your time constraint. Just be
sure to hit the most critical problems.

Try to stick to your outline, but be flexible. Start with whichever points of
critique strike you as the most important, are clearest in your mind, and
are easiest to aticulate. (You can always rearrange your points later,
during step 7, assuming you're using the testing system's word processor.)

"‘\""'W"F-"' R R : a

;HQLTE' Iﬁzomrc 2GRE tcsctakm:who opmtombmu a-handwrlncn
[ F . el ey 2 ama o |

cssgymyouawon’r.bc ableto casll}r rcarmngc scntcnccs- and pa.ragmphs.
Youdr nccctto-mkc greater care 10 gcc the- scqucncc right'the frst time. |

Here's the body of my response to the Argument involving UpperCuts. As
you read these four paragrzphs, note the following:

= Each paragraph addresses a distinct, critical assumption—: certain
condition that must be true to justify the Argument’s conclusions.

« Each paragraph describes at least one scenario that, if true, would
serve 1o undermine an assumption.

» ['ve underlined certuin ecansitional words und plirases—just (o help
vou see how the ideus tlow trom one o the next.

To begin with, the argument assumes that Apton's demo-

Peterson’s B Writing Skills for the 77 ]
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graphic trend refiects the national wrend, Yet, the mere fact
that one hair salon has moved downtown hardlv suffices 1o
infer any such trend in Apton: Hair-Dooz might owe its
success uat its new location to factors uarelzted to Apton's
demograpliics. Without better evidence of a demographic shift
toward downtown Apton, it is just as likely that there is no
such trend in Apton. For that matcter, the rend might be in
the opposite direction, in which event the manager's
recommendatien would amount 1o especially poor advice.

Even if Apton’s demographics do reflect the national trend, it
is unfair to assume that UC will attract more cusigmers simply
by relocating downtown. It is entirely possible that the types
of people who prefer living in downtown areas tend not to

patronize upscale salons. It is also possible that HairDooz will |

continue 10 impede upon UC's business, just as it might have
at the mall. Without ruling out these and other reasons why
UC mipht not benefit from the demographic trend, the
manager €annot convince me that UC would attract more
customers, let alene increase its profits, by moving downtown.

Nor can the manager justifv the recommended course of
acton on the basis of the Brainard salon's success, Perhaps
hair salons generally fare better in downtown Brainard than
downtown Apton, due to demographic differences berween
the two areas. Or perhaps the salon thrives only because it is
iong-established in downtown Brainard—an advantage that UC
clearly would not have in its new location. 1n short, the
manager cannot defend the recommended course of action on
the basis of what might be a false analogy between two hair
salons.

Finally, even assuming that the proposed retocation would
artract more customers, an increase in the number of patrons
wouid not necessarily result in improved profits. After all,
profit is a function of expenses as well as revenue. Thus, an
increase in UC’s expenses——due perhaps to higher rents
downtown than at the mall—might very well offset increasing
revenues, thereby frustrating UC's efforts 1o improve iis
_profitability.
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o GRE/GMAT Tests

L ]



HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

6. Comprose A CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH

Unless your essay has a clear end, the reader might think you didn't finish

on time; 50 be sure 10 make time for a final paragraph that clearly *wraps

up” }?our essay. Your final paragraph is not the place to introduce any new
points of critique. Iastead, try to accomplish the following two tasks:

1. Recapitulate the Argument’s problems—e.g., a series of
unproven assumptions {1-2 sentences)

2. Indicate how the Argument can be strengthened and/or
indicate what additional information would be helpful in
- L evaluating the Argument. (2-3 sentences)

NOTE" You-can. pcrform L_h: sccorxd taslc. as.you composc

_')'our' body paragmphs éorpbraﬂng this- addjl:{oml nl

. information into. thase: paragraphis..You' Il explore s
altcrnanvc x bit I:m:r m—Part 3 '

Now, here’s my final paragraph for the Argument involving UpperCuts.
Notice that this paragraph does not introduce any new points of critique
(I've underlined words and phrases that you could use in the final para-

graph of nearly any Argument essay):

In sum, the argpument is a dubious one that relies on 2 series of
merovcn assumptions—about Aptoa’s and Brainard's demographics,
the reasons for the success of the two other salons, and UC’s furure
expenses, To strengthen the argument, the manager should provide
better evidence of 2 demographic shift in Apton toward the down-
town area and clear evidence that those demographics portend
success there for an upscale hair sz2lon. Even with this additional
evidence, in order to properly evaluate the argument, 1 would need
to know why Hair-Dooz relocated, what factors have contributed to
the Brainard salon’s success, what factors other than location might
have contribured to UC's sagging profits at the mall, and what
additional, offsetting expenses UC might incur at the new location.

7. Review AND Revise Your Essay 1o ENsure COHERENCE AND BALANCE
Be sure o reserve time to revise and rework your ¢ssay. Check the flow of
your essay, paying particular attention to the first sentence of each
paragraph. [f you have time, rearmange paragraphs so they :1ppt;:1r in their
most logical sequence.
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PART 3

8. PROOFREAD FOR SIGNIFICANT MECHANICAL PROBLEMS

Your Argument essay, like your lssue essay, need not he flawless in order
to eam a top score. The readers won't decrease yvour score for the
occasional awkward sentence and minor error in punctuation, spelling,
grammar, or diction {word choice and usape). Lise whitever time remains
to [ix the most gliring mechanical problems. Correct spelling errors only
when they're likely to interfere with the reader’s understanding of the

point at hand. Don’t spend any time correcting puncmmon or minor
spelling errors,

ORGANIZING YOUR IDEAS (YOUR ESSAY’S STRUCTURE)

Numeer ofF Worps

Just as for the lssue essay, the testing service makes clear that there is no
cotrect stoicture per se for an Argument essay. Nevertheless, you should

adhere 1o certain guidelines or risk losing vour trzin of thought on the
reader.

Don’t worry about the word length of your essay. As long as YOu incormo-
rate into your essay all the elements that 1 suggest here in Part 3, your
essay’s word length will be appropriate.

R ASERTIR TN

NOTE:" 'I‘hc '.samplc Argument. essays in Parts 6 and 8. ofrtmsdaook‘ i
‘range from-425:10-625 words in length.:But for a top -scoreofi0, fyou.r

Issue. essay nccd not be as- Icngth)' as my sampies, espccmllyxmy
-.longcr-oncs - e _ T

MNUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS

There is no “correct” or *best” number of paragraphs for an Argument
essay. However, any GRE or GMAT Argument essay should contain at least
three body paragraphs, because every official Arpument contains at east
three significant, and distinct, reasoning problents. In addition, your €552y
should inciude 2 final *recap” paragraph ard, if you have time, an intro-
ductory paragraph.

An ARGUMENT"S 'LINE OF ReASONING AND Your Essay’s Structuke

IRy, pelersons. com

The structure of your essay should reflect the Argument’s line of reasoning
as much as possible. Your points of ¢riique should lead the reader, item
by item, from the Argument’s evidence and assumptions 1o the Argument’s
intermediate conctusion (if any), then to its final conclusion. Bere's an
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

example of a rypical Argument, stripped down to its structure, revealing
its flawed line of reasoning and use of evidence:

i

Example 1—Three Distinct Pomts of Critique,
One per Paragraph

1. A first major assumption (about an item of evidence) is needed 1o
justify the intermediate ¢onclusion.

T 2. A second major assumption (about an item of evidence) is also
needed 10 justify the intermediate conclusion.

3. If the intermediate conclusion is true, a third major assumption is
still needed o justify the final conclusion.

Some Arguments rely on threshold assumptions—for example, a certain defi-
nition of a key term. Here's an example of this type of Argument—again,
stripped down t0 its structure, revealing its flawed line of reasoning and use
of evidence (this one does not contain an intermediate conclusion):

Example 2—Four Distinct Points of Critique,
One per angraph

1. The thresboid a:sumpt;‘oﬁ is needed before addressing the
Argument’s main line of reasoning.

-~

If the threshold assumption is true, a first major assumption (about
an item of evidence) is still needed to justify the Argument’s
conclusion.

3. If the threshold assumption is true, a second major assumption
(abour an item of evidence) is still needed to justify the Argu-
ment’s conclusion,

Even if all of the foregoing assumptions are true, 2 third (and final)
major assumption is still needed to justify the Argument’s conclusion.

1o

Of course, most GRE and GMAT Arguments do not fit precisely into one of
these two patterns. But your essential approach for any Argument should
be the same: to trace the Argument's line of reasoning from its evidence
and assumptions to its intermediate conclusion (if any) through to its final
conciusion. Here are some rules of thumb to keep in mind 1s you put into
practice this principle:

¢ Muany Arguments rely on some sort of “threshold” assumption (e.g2.,
about the meaning of a vague, umbiguous, or undefined term). The
most logical place to address this type of assumption is in vour first
body paragraph—because clearing up the threshold problem might
very well be needed before vou nccd to address the overall
Argument o begin with,

elerson’s M Writing Skills for the ' LN PO CTS OIS,
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* Many Arguments rely on the assumption that the recommended
course of action is either necessary ar sufficient (or both) 1o
achieve a stated ghjective or putcome. Usually, the most Jogical
phice 10 discuss these assumptions is in vour final body para-
graph—during whiclh you grant all other assumptions (for the sake
of irgument).

* Some (but not many) Arguments suffer from problems with their
futernal logic {e.p., contradictory recommendations or objectives,
or circular reasoning). Usually, the most logical place to address
these problems is in your final body paragraph—during which you
grant ali other assumptions (for the sake of argument), )

OpmoNaL ELeMeNTs AND Your Essay’s STRUCTURE

UL pelersons.com

The foregoing guidelines for paragraph number and logical sequence
should dictate your Argument essay’s structure, for the most part. How-

cver, you do have a few personal choices when it comes to either of the

following optional elements:
* Suggestions as to how the Argument can be strengthened
* Additional information needed to evaluate the Argument

If you have time to add-either element 1o your critique, you have two

realistic choices:

1. List the suggestions (or additional information needed) in-your
JSinal paragraph.

2. Incorporate the list of sugpestions (or additional information
needed) into your body paragraphs as you compose each one in
turn. For exampie, indicate additional evidence needed to
substantiate a particular assumption (i.e., to show that the
assumption is true) as you point out that assuniption,

R RIS . ---.n.-.—-.-—-_,', w=

: NOTE Thc samp}c Argumcnt tssays:m Part 6 ancl ‘Pa;t_:_t?if_-;’
- crnploy ‘the fu-sr mcr.hod '

- LS S, L T T e P A S Steas s oo
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Regardless of which structure you use, consider adding these optional
clements only after you've completed your critique of the Argument.

‘Otherwise, you risk running out of time for addressingall of the Argu-

ment's major problems.
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WPPLYING STRUCTURAL PRINCIPLES TO A SAMPLE ARGUMENT

essay):

HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

\ Earlier in Part 3, T walked you through each St€p in composing a response
1o the Argument involving UpperCuts. The final essay conrained a full
tntroductory paragraph, and it incorporated both optional elements into its
final paragraph. The end result was a 540-word ¢ssuy—an ambitious
response for any test taker with a 30-minute time limit.

Now, here's a briefer response (360 words), which incorporates only

“one of the two optional elements—directly into the essay’s body para-
graphs rather than into the final paragraph. This response does not include
% separate introductory paragraph, and its analysis is a bit more concise.
Nevertheless, it would score 2 6 with any GRE or GMAT reader (again I've °
underlined words and phrases that you could use in almost any Argument

This argument relies on a series of unproven assumpkions, which

together undermine its conclusion that UpperCuts (UC) should
relocate to downtown Apton. One such assumption is that Apton

reflects the cited demographic trend. The mere fact that one hair

salon has moved downtown hardly suffices to show that the narionat

trend applies to Apton specifically. For ali we know, in Apton there is

no such trend, or perhaps the trend is in the oppesite direction.
Thus, I would need to know whether more people are in fact moving
to downtown Apton before [ could either 1ccept or reject the

manager's proposal.

Even assuming that downtown Apton is attracting more residents,
relocating downtown might not resuit in more customers for UC,
especially if downtown residents are not interested in UC's upscale
style and prices. Besides, Hair-Dooz might draw potential customers
away from UC, just as it might have at the mall. Before [ can accept
that UC would attract more customers downtown, the manager
would need 10 supply clear proof of a sufficient demand downtown

for UC's service.

Even if there would be a high demand for UC's service in downtown
ApIOn, an increase in the number of patrons would not necessarily
improve UC’s profitability. UC's expenses might be higher down-
town, in which case it might be no more, or perhaps even less,
profitable downtown than at the mall. Therefore, before | could agree

with the proposil, I would need o examine comparitive cost-
- A i ke

benefit analysis tor the nvo locutions.

As for the Brainard salon, its success might be due to particular
factors that dos't apply w UC. For exumple, perhuaps the Brainard

salon thrives onlv because it is fong-established in downtown Brain-
ard, Accordinely, in order to determine whether the success of the

terson’s M Writing Skills for the . 83 i
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Brainard salon portends success for UC in downtown Apton. 1 would
need o know why the former salon is successful in the first place.

In sum. the argument relies on what might amount 0 two poor

analogies berween UC and two other sulons, as well as @ sweeping
generalization about demographic trends, which may or may not
apply to Apton. As 2 result, withowi the additional information
indicated above, | find the argument unconvincing at best.

RECOGNIZING AND HANDLING FLAWS IN GRE AND
GMAT ARGUMENTS

The test maker intentionally incorporates into eacli Argument AUMErous
reasoning flaws that render the Argument vulnerable to criticism, In a
typical Argument, you can {ind three or four distinct areas for critique,
{Glange through the essays in Parts 6 and 8, and you'll notice that most of
them contain three or four body paragraphs—one for each distinct
r_casbning fiaw built into the Argument.)

In this section, you'll explore the reasoning flaws that are most
common in GRE and GMAT Arguments. I've presented them here in
order—from maore frequent to less frequent. For each type of flaw, you'll
find at least one simulated Argument that illustrates the problem, along
with at least one ¢ffective response. The simulated Arpuments and
responses in this section are each designed to focus on one particular
reasoning flaw. They are not intended as compiete Arguments or essays.

.NOTE' I've:intentionally avoided the use of the techniral ==~ ™~
terminology-of formal logic to identify types of logical fallacies: hcrc
“You:don: trnced to know these terms, -and you don’t need any. formal _
course work.in. logic, in order 10 recognize and handie reasoning
-probicmsm GRE and GMAT A:gumcnts

ConrusiNg A Cause-AND-EFrecT RetaTioNsHIP wite A Mere CORRELATION OR

JeMPORAL-SEQUENCE

UL PELCTSGHS. O

Many GRE and GMAT Arguments rely on the cluim that certain events
cause other certain events. A cause-and-effect claim might be based on

1. A significant correlation between the occurrence of two
phenomena (both phenomena penerally occur together), or
2. A temporal relationship between the two (one event occurred
after another).
Peterson's W Writing Skills for the
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HOW TO WRITE A RIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

A significant correlation or a temporal relationship berween two phenom-
enz is one indication of a cause-and-effect relationship between them.
However, neither in itself suffices to prove such a relationship. Unless the
Argument also considers and eliminates all other plausible causes of the
presumed “result” (by the way, it won'’t), the Argument is vulnerable to
criticism.
o wien - To show the reader you undersstand a false-cause problem, you need
i j_,‘_“-;_',_w.._ ., .. toaccomplish all three of the following tasks:

1. Identify the false-cause problem (e.g., as one of the Argument’s
crucial assumptions).

b

Elucidate by providing at least one or two examples of otiter
possible causes. - -

3. Explain how the falsecause probiem undermines the Argument.

You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps
(one sentence for each step). If the Argument involves an intermediate
“link™ in the cause-and-effect chain (as both of the following Arguments
do), you'll probably need additional sentences—and perhaps an additional
paragraph—ro discuss that link.

Once you've accomplished all three tasks, if you have exir time to
discuss a false-cause problem:

» Indicate what type of additional informartion (e.g., statistical data)
would help prove a cause-and-effect relationship, and/or

» List additional types of information (e.g., statistical data, cost-benefit
analyses, projections for the future) needed to determine whether the
assumed cause-and-effect rclatjonship ucmnlly eXists.

'_NOTE‘ AnArgumcnt zmght alsoconmsc sox’ecausc wittr
mcrc comn“&utfng cause; In other words, 2 certain condi-
tion conmbutcs to :m outcomc(“cffcct") -but is inswfBcient
by itself for th:_q}}_tcgmc. You'll examine this type of flaw
(the sufficientcondition assumption) a bit later.

Xxample (Cause-and-Effect Confused with Mere Correlation)

‘ Here's an Argument that might confuse causation with mere correlation.
(The Argument might suffer from other reasoning problems as well, but
here I'm focusing on false cause.) Response A provides a brief but
adequate one-paragraph analysis that contains each of the three clements
needed o address this fulse-cause problem. Response B goes further, to
identify and discuss un intermediate link in the chain of reasoning, 1s well
as to list additional informution needed o properly evaluate the Argument.

Yerson's -W Writing Skifls jor the { as i L DL TSONS, 00T
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Argument
The following appeared in a mcmo from a television network's
progamming director

“Parents of young children are becoming increasingly concerned
about how depictions of violence on television might influence a
child’s behavior and attitudes. During the past vear, the ratings
for Real Crime. one of our network’s most popular prime-time
shows, have steadily declined. Therefore. in order to boost our
poime-time ratings, we should replace Real Crime with a
sm.rmon comed) show "

Response A

The argument relies on an unprovcn cause-and-effect relationship
between certain parental concerns and the show's ratings probler.-.
The director has not ruled out other possible causes for the show's
raungs decline—for example, 3 change in the show's specific time
slot. If it turns out that the show's ratings problem has nothing to do
with it's depictions of violence, then simply replacing the show sith
one that ¢ontains no violence will probably not solve the problem.

Response B

To begin with, the memo indicates neither that young children are
interested in watching Rea/ Crime nor that the show actually depicts
violence. Yet both conditions are necessary in order for the show to
carry the kind of deleterious influence on young children with which
parents seem concerned. Thus, unless both conditions are met, the
director cannot convince me that any change involving the show will
address these parcnml conccms let alone boost the show s ranngs

Even if Real Crime does portray violence and docs havc a pOtcnuaJl)
undesirable impact on young children as a result, the director has not
shown that the show's waning popularity is attributable to this
impact. Perhaps the show owed its popularity 1o some other feature,
such as a certain celebrity narrator, that the show now lacks. Or
perhaps a new competing show, one that is at least as violent as Rea!
Crime, has drawn viewers away from Real Crime. In short, until the
director rules out all other possible reasons for the rating's decline, I
will remain uncor]vinced that the show's violent portr:lyals; if any, are
responsible for the trend and therefore that any change would serve
to reverse it.

In order 1o mlt‘;atc the argument properly, at the ve.ry ieast, I would

need 1o know whether the content of Real Crime is cause for parental

conc¢ern and what percentage of the show's viewers are young chil-

dren. [t would also be useful to know the reasons for the show's rela-

tive popularity in the past and why former Real Crime viewers, espe-
v cialty those with voung children. no longer watch the show,
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

xample (Cause-and-Effect Confused with Temporal Sequence)
Here's an Argument that might confuse causation with mere tempori
sequence. (The Argument might suffer from other reasoning problems as
well, but here I'm focusing on false cause.) Response A provides a bref
but adequatc one-paragraph analysis that contains each of the three
- elements needed to address this false<cause problem. Response B goes
ch further, to identify and discusses an intermediate link in the chain of
S e reasoning, as well as to suggest how to surengthen the Argument.

Argument

+ The following appeared in the editorial section of a newspaper

“Two years ago, State X enacted a law prohibiting environmentat
emissions of certain nitrocarbon byproducts, on the basis that
these byproducts have been shown to cause Urkin's Disease in
humans. Last year, fewer State X residents reported symproms of
Urkin's Disease than in any prior year. Since the law is clearly
effective in preventing the disease, in the interest of public
health, this state should adopt a similar [aw."

Response A BRI EIEE

The editorial infers that State X’s new law is responsible for the
apparent decline in the incidence of Urkin's Discase (UD) symptoms.
However, the editorial's author ignores other possible causes of the
decline—for example, a new UD cure or new treatment for UD
symptoms, Without ¢liminating alternative expianations such as these,
the author cannot justify either the inference or the additional
assertion thar a similar law would be similarly effective in the author's
state.

Response B

Based on State X’s reported decline in the incidence of Urkin's
Disease (UD) symptoms since the passage of the law, the speaker
infers that the law’s enactment is responsible for the decline. How-
ever, the sequence of these events, in itself, does not suffice to prove
that the earlier development caused the later one. A decline could
have resuited from some other event instead: a cuce for UD or new
trestment for its éymptoms. a demographic shift away from contami-
nated areas, or an increasing mortality rate among State X's UD
sutferers—to list just 1 tew possibilities. Without ruling our scenurics
such as these, the editorial’s auther cannot establish 2 cause-and-etfect
relationship (between the new law and the decline in reports) upon
which the editorial's recommendation depends. :

Moreover, the argument vverlooks the face that it is the level of
compliance with u law, not its enactment, thar determines its
ctfectiveness. The editoral's iwuthor his not accounted for the
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possibilin that despite the new law, the emissions have continued
unabated. If this is the case. then the claim that the law has been
effective i preventing Urkin's Disease in State X would lack any
merit whatsoeyer—as would the nitimate chiim that a simitar Jaw
would be effective in this state.

To strengthen the argument, the editorial’s author must supply evidence
that since the law was enacted two years ago (1) State X residents are just
as likelv to report UD symptoms as before, (2) emissions that violate the

law have abated. and (3) all other factors in the incidence of UD symp-
toms have remain essentially unchanged.

False-Cause Problems in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8)

Wiy petersons.com

As you study my essays in Part 6 (“Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments™),

jook for my analysis of false-cause problems in the following paragraphs:

1t] GRE Argument No.
GRE Argument No.
GRE Argument No.
GRE Argument No.
GRE Argument No.
GRE Argument No,
GRE Arpument No.
GRE Argument No.
GRE Argument No.
GRE Argument No.
GRE Argument No.

1 (fourth essay parngmphj '
20 (second angd third essay parageaphs)
42 (third essay paragraph)

46 (fourth essay paragraph)

59 (third -essay paragraph)

68 (second essay paragraph)

88 (third essay parapraph)

91 (third essay paragraph)

96 (fifth essay paragraph)

105 (second and third essay paragraphs}
122 (second essay paragraph}

As you study my essays in Part 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu-
ments™). look for my analysis of false-cause problems in the following

paragraphs:

BRIl GMAT Argument No. 23 (third essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 28 (second and fifth essay paragraphs)
GMAT Argument No. 37 (second essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 42 (fourth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 48 (third essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No, 74 (third essay paragraph)
' GMAT Argument No. 84 (second essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 89 (third and fourth essay paragraphs)
GMAT Argument No. 93 (second essay paragrapliy)
GMAT Arpument No. 105 (second and third essdy paragraphs)
GMAT Argument No. 124 (fourth essay paragraph)
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

WING A WEAK ANALOGY Berween Two THINGS

xample

terson's ®
LE/GMAT Tests

A GRE or GMA’I' Argument might draw a conclusion about one thing

. (perhaps a city, school, or company) on the basis of an observation about

a similar thing. However, in doing 50, the Argument might assume that
because the two things are similar in certain respects, they are similar in
all respects, at least as far as the Argument is concerned. Unless the
Argument provides sufficient evidence to substantiate this assumption (by
the way, it won't), the Argument is vulnerable to criticism.

* To show the reader you understand the weak-analogy problem, you

" need to accomplish all three of the following tasks:

1. Identify the analogy (e.g., as one of the Argument’s crucial
assumptions).

2. Elucidate by providing at least one or two sigmﬁcant ways in
which the two things might differ.

3. Explain how those differences, which render the analogy weak,
undermine the Argument's conclusion.

You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all-three steps '
(one sentence for each step). Once you've accomplished all three tasks, if

you have extra time 10 discuss the problem, add one of these two optional
elements:

s Indicate what sort of additional evidence the argument's author
could supply to either strengthen the analogy or, if the analogy is
especially poor, to make 1 convincing argument without the
analogy.

» Indicate what else you would need to know to determine whether
the analogy is a fair one—that warrants the argu.ment’s conclusion.
Y NOTE' An Argumcut tbzt rclfes o wcak malogy‘ between
- two things (A and B): typnc:my assumes that emulating. just one
certain fearure of B.will'sufffce for A to.see a similar result as
B. You'll examine this sufficient-condition assumption
‘sepamrely, just a bit later.

Here's an Argument that conains a questionable unalogy. (The Argument
might suffer from other reasoning probtems as well, but here I'm focusing
on the analogy.) Response A provides a bricf but adequate ene-paragraph
analysis that contains each of the three clements needed 1o address this
problem. Response B provides a more detailed analysis. us well as indicat-
ing how the srgument can be strengthened.

Writing Skills for the l 89 I L, petersans.cont
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Argument
The following was purt of & speech made by the principal of Valley
High School:

“Every year. Dunston High School wins the school district’s
student Math SuperBowl competition. The average salary of
teachers at Dunsion is greater than at any other school in the
district. Hence in order Jor Valley High students to improve their
scores on the state’s standurdized achievement exams, Valley
should bepin awarding bonuses to Valley teachers whenever
Valley defeats Dunston in the Math SuperBowl.”

Response A

The principal’s recommendation relies on what might be a poor
analogy berween Dunston and Valley, Valley teachers might be less
responsive than Dunston teachers when it comes to monetary
incentives, or Valley students might be less gifted than Dunston
students when it comes to math. In shont, what might have helped.
DPunston perform -well at the ‘Math SuperBowl would not necessarily
help Valiey perform better either at the SuperBowl] or on the state
exams.

Response B

Even assuming Dunston’s stellar performance at the SuperBowl is
artributabie to its high teacher salaries, a different monetary incentive
(onuses) for a different group of teachers and students (Valiey's) will
not necessarily carry a similar result. The mere prospect of a bonus
might not provide as great an incentive as a salary raise. For that
matter, any form of monetary reward might provide far less motiva-
tion for Valley's teachers than for Dunston’s. As for the students,”
Dunsten's might be exceptionally gifted in math and would win the
SuperBowl every vear, regardiess of efforts at other schools. In short,
without accounting for imporant possible differences betrween Valley
and Dunston, the principal cannot reasonably rely on Dunston's
salaries to prove that the proposed bonuses will heip Valley defeat
Dunston, let alone score high on the state’s exams.

To strengthen the argument, insicad of relying on a dubious analogy
between Dunston and Yalley, the principal should supply evidence,
perhaps by way of a teacher survey or pilot program at Valley, that
the proposed bonuses would provide sufficient incentive for Valiey's

- teachers to-help their students perform-berter in math competitions

and on math tests. The evidence should also show that Valley's
teachers are capable of improving their effectiveness as math 1eachers
and that their students are capable of improving their performance.
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

tnalogies in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8)
As you study my essays in Part 6 (‘Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments”),
look for my analysis of analogies in the following pnragraphs

¥I! GRE Argument No. ! (third essay pamgraph)
GRE Argument No. 46 (second essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 52 (fifth essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 59 (second essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 88 (fifth essay pacagraph)
GRE Argument Na. 91 (third essay paragraph)

' GRE Argument No. 105 (fourth essay paragraph)

ASs you study my essays in Part 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu-
ments”), look for my analysis of analogies in the following paragraphs:

M EIl GMAT Argument No. 37 (second essay parageaph)
GMAT Argument No. 71 (second essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 79 (third essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 84 (fourth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 93 (third essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 95 (third essay paragraph)

- GMAT Argument No. 105 (fourth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 117 (third essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 122 (fourth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 124 (third essay paragraph)

ELYING ON A POTENTIALLY UNREPRESENTATIVE STATISTICAL SAMPLES

A GRE or GMAT Argument might cite statistical evidence from a study,
survey, or poll involving a “sample” group, then draw a conclu51on about a
larger group or population that the sample supposedly represents. But in
order for a statistical sample to accurately reflect a larger poputation, the
sample must meet two requirements:

1. The sample must be significant in size (number) as portion of
the overall population.

2, The sample must be representative of the overall populaton in
terms of relevant characteristics.

Arguments that cite statistics from studies, survevs, and polls often fail to
establish either of these rwo requirements. Of course, this fafure is by
design of the test maker, who is inviting you to call into question the
reliability of the evidence.

To show the reader vou understand this statistical probiem, vou need
o accomplish all three of the following tasks:

1. Identify the problem (e.g., a5 one of the Argument’s crucial
A3sumprions).

. | .
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2. Elucidate by providing at least one or two respects in which key
characteristics of sample group mighe differ from those of the
tarper population.

3. Explain how those differences would undermine the Argu-
ment's conclusion.

You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps (one
sentence for each step). Once vou've accompiished all three tasks, if you have
extra time to discuss the problem, add one of these rwo optional elements:

s Indicate how the Arpument's author can prove that the sample
group is representative, or in the altemnative, make a convincing
argument without the statistic.

+ Indicate what else you would need to know to determine whether
the sample group is representative of the larger population.

cample
Here's an Argument that relies on fwo potentially unrepresentative sample
groups: (1) new graduates from a certain state’s undergraduate programs
and (2) new graduates from the state’s graduate-level programs. (The
Argument might suffer from other reasoning problems as well, but here
I'm focusing on this statistical problem.) Response A provides a brief but
adequate one-paragraph analysis that contains each of the three elements
needed to address this problem. Response B provides a more detailed
analvsis with more examples, as well as indicating (in a final paragraph)
what additional information is needed to fully evaluate the Argument.

Argument
The following was part of an article appearing in 2 national magazine:”

“Our nation’s new college graduates will have better success obtain- Stat
ing jobs if they do not pursue advanced degrees after graduation.
After ail, more than 90 percent of Stte X's undergraduate students
are emploved full-time within one year after they praduate, while
less than half of State X’s graduate-ievel students find employment
within one year after receiving their graduate degrees.”

Response A - - - .
The argument fails 10.consider that State X's new graduates might not
B ‘be representative of the nation’s-2s 2 whole, especially if the former

AN -group rconstitutes only.a small percentage of the latter group. If it
turns out, for examptle, that State X's undcrgraduate'smdcnts are less
_motivated than the nation's average coflege student to pursue
.graduate-evel study, then the argument’s recommendation for all
undergraduate students would be unwarranted.

w.petefs;ms.com Petersoh's W Writing Skilis for the
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

Response B
One problem with the argument involves the cited statistics about
State X's new graduates. It is uareasonable to draw any conclusions
about new graduates of all colleges in the nation based on statistics
from only one state, Depending on the total number of colleges and
college students in the nation, it is entirely possible that State X's
students are not representative of our nation’s students as a whole.
- Perhaps in State X, undergraduate students as a group are particulariy
R outstanding academically due to comparatively high admission
standards among State X's largest universities and colleges. Or
Y perhaps in State X, graduate-level programs are relatively few in
number and focus on disciplines for whichi job prospects are unusu-
- ally poor. In either event, the editorial’s recommendation might
amount to poor advice for new college graduartes in other states.

To better assess the argument, { would need to determine the extent
to which State X’s students are. representarive of the nation's college
students generally, in terms of the ease with which its undergraduate
and graduate students find immediate employment. At a minimum, I
would need to know the total number of undergraduate and graduate
students in State X and compare these totals to the numbers for the
entire nation. [ would also need to know the comparative caliber of
State X’s students, as well as more information about other features of
State X's colleges and universities that might affect the ability of their
graduates to find jobs.

tatistical-Sample Problems in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8)
As you study my essays in Part 6 (“Essays for 20 Official GRE Argumenis™),
look for my analysis of statistical-sample problems in the following
paragraphs:; :

Ril GRE Argument No. 1 (second €ssay paragraph)

GRE Argument No. 9 (fourth ¢ssay paragraph)

GRE Argument No. 22 (second essay paragraph)

GRE Argument No. 42 (second essay parageaph)

GRE Argument No. 80 (sixth essay paragraph)

GRE Argument No. 91 (second essay puragraph)

GRE Argument No:' 96 (second essay pamgraph)
AS vou study my ';';-ss'ays in Part 8 '(“Essu_vs for 20 Official GMAT Argu-
ments™), look for my analysis of statisticalsample problems in the foflow-
ing paragraphs:

NEIl GMAT Argument No. 8 (third essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 74 (second essuy paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 98 (fourth essay paragruph)

: : [
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AELYING ON TAINTED RESULTS FROM A Survey or Pou

Cxample

tuny, petersons.com

As you just jeamned, a GRE or GMAT Argument might draw some conclu-
sion involving 2 group bascd on statistical dati about an inswfficient or
unrepresentative stinple. However, this is not the only potential problem
with smtistical data. The process of collecting the data (i.e., the methodo)-
ogy) might be flawed in a way that calls into question the quality of the
data, rendering the data “tainted” and therefore unreliable for the purpose
of drawing any conclusions. In order for survey or poll results to be
reliable in quality: :

* The survey or poll responses must be credible (truthful and
accurate). If respondents have reason to provide incomplete or
false responses, the results are tainted and unreliable.

* The method of collecting the data must be unbiased. If responses
are not mandatory or if the survey’s form predisposes subjects to
respond in certain ways, then the resuits are tainted and unreliable.

To show the reader that you recognize and understand this statistical

problem, you need to accomplish all three of the following tasks:

1. Identify the problem (e.g., as one of the Argument'’s crucial
assumptions). .

2. Elucidate by providing at lcast one or two rezsons, based on the
Argument’s information, why the statistical data might be tzinted
and unreliable,

3. Explain how the potentialiy tainted data might undermine the
Argument’s conclusion,

" You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps

(one sentence for each step). Once vou've accomplished all three tasks, if
you have extra time to discuss the problem, add one of these two optional
elements:

* Indicate how the argument’s proponent can establish that the
statistical evidence is relizble (not minted).

+ Indicate what else you would need 1o know to determine whether
the statistical evidence is reliable (not winted).

The following Argument relies on survey that poses a patential ‘bias as
well as a credibility problem. (The Argument might suffer from other
reasoning problems as well, but here I'm focusing on minted-data prob-
lems.} The response contains all three elements required to address each
problem, in a singie paragraph.
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

e Argument S
The following appeared in 1 memo from the Director of Human
Resources at Webco:

“among Webco employees participating in our department’s
JUOSt recent survey, about half indicated that they are happy
with our current fourday work week. These survey results show
that the most effective Wway to irnprove overzl! preductivity at
Webco-is 0 allow each employee 1o choose for himseif or
herself either a fourday or fiveday work week.”

Response

The survey methodology might be problematic in two respects. First,
Wwe are not informed whether the survey required that respondents
choose their work-week preference berween alternatives. If it did, theq
the results might distort the preferences of the respondents, who might
very well prefer 2 work-schedule choice not previded for in the survey.
Secondly, we are not informed whether survey responses were anony-
mous or even confidential. If they were not, then respondents might
have provided responses that they believed their superiors would ap-
_prove of, regardless of whether the responses were truthful. In either
cvent, the survey results would be unreliable for the purpose of deaw-
ing any conclusions abouc Webco employee preferences, let alone
about how to improve overal] productivity at Webco.

Tainted Data Problems in the Official Arguments

(Parts 6 and 8)

As you study my essays in Part § ("Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments®),
look for my analysis of potentially tainted stacistical data in the following
paragraphs:

R GRE Argument No. 9 (second and fifth €ssay paragraphs)
GRE Argument No. 22 (second ¢ssay paragraph) .
GRE Argument No. 80 (third and fourth essay paragraphs)
GRE Argument No. 96 (second essay pacagraph)

AS you study my essays in Part 8 (*Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu-
ments™), look for my analysis of potentially tzinted statistical data in the
following paragraphs:

WEL GMAT Argument No. 8 (fourth €ssuy paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 98 (second and third essay paragraphs)
GMAT Argument No. 122 (second €$say paragraph)
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uminG THAT A CerTAIN Conomion Is NECESsaRY AND/OR SUFFICIENT FOR A

TaIN OUTCOME

Lo, petersons.comn

A GRE or GMAT Argument might recommend a certain course of action,
based on one or both of e following claims:

1. The course of action is necessary to achieve a desired result.
2. The course of action is sufficient to achieve the desired result,

Both claims often occur in the same Argument. and both are potentially -
vulnerable to criticism. With respect 10 claim 1, the Argument must ' '
provide evidence that no other means of achieving the same result are
availzble (by the way, it won’t). With respect o claim 2, the Argument
must provide strong evidence that the proposed course of action by itsell
would be sufficient to bring about the desired result (by the way, it
won't). Lacking this sort of evidence, the Argument cannot rely ont these
claims to support its recommendation.

An Argument that relies on one of these two assumptions does not
necessarily rely on the other as well. Read the Argument very carefully—
because a few words can make all the difference. For instance, consider
the following alternative recommendations for reversing a profit decline at
XYZ Company (the italicized words are the key):

Uniess XYZ Company hires the former marketing director of ABC
Company, XYZ will not reverse its current profit declinc,

[This conclusion relies on the necessary-condition assumption
only.]

_ By hiring the former marketing direcior of ABC Company, XYZ
Company will boost its profits. ’ '

{This conclusion relies on the sufficient-condition assumption
only.]

In order to boost its profits, XYZ Company should hire the former
marketing director of ABC Company.

[This conclusion relies on both assumptions. The language
implies that the recommended course of action is needed 10,
and in fact will, bring about the stated objective.]

To show the reader you understand necessary-condition and sufficient-
condition problems, you need to accomplish all three of the following
tasks: '
1. Identify the problem (c.g., as one of the Argument’s crucial
assumptions).
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tions that might also be necessary for the outcome.

. 3. Explain how the problem undermines the Argument's
Savd RIE L U conclusion.

You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps
(one sentence for each step). Once you've accomplished all three tasks, if
you have extra time to discuss the problem, add one of these two optional
elements: -

* Indicate what sort of additional information the argument's author
could provide to strengthen the inference that the condition is
necessary and/or sufficient for the cutcome.

* Indicate what else you would need to know to determine whether
the condition is necessary/sufficient for the outcome.

xample—Both Assumptions
Here's an Argument thar relies on hoth assumptions. {The Argument might
suffer from other reasoning problems as well, but here I'm focusing on
these two problems.) Although you might be able to address both assump-
tions in a single paragraph, if you have time, you should devote a sepacate
paragraph to each one, 15 in my response 10 the Argument:

Argument o e Al mane e

The following appeared in a memo from the superintendent of the
Harper County school district;

“In order to raise the level of reading skills among our district’s
elementary-school students to a level that at least represents the
national average, we should adopt the “Back to Basics” reading
program. After all, this reading program has a superior record for
improving reading skills among youngsters nationwide. By
adopting Back to Basics. the parents of our young students
would be assured that their children will develop the reading
skills they will need throughout their lives.”

Response

The superintendent fails 10 account for other possible means of
improving the students’ reading skills to the desired extent. Admitredly,
the superior record of Buck to Basics (BTB) amounts to some evidence
that no ather “progrm™ is as fikely 1o achieve the stated abjective.
However, the superintendent must ar least examine and rule out other
programs. She must also consider and climinate other altematives—ror

erson’s B Writing Skills for the : i 97 i Wivte petersons.com
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example, ::ncour.lging pirents 1o read with their children or simply
devoting more time during school to reading. Otherwise, it seems hasty
at best to conclude that the district must adopt the BTB program, or
for that matter any reading progrant. in order 10 achicve its objective.

The superintendent also neglects 1o substantiate her assumption that
adapting BTB would suffice by itsell to improve students' reading
skills to the desired extent. Common sense tells me that BTB will be
largely ineffective unless other conditions are met as well. Most
notably, students must be sufficiently attentive and motivated. In
short, until the superintendent shows that the program will be
cffectively implemented and received, | simply cannot accept the’
recommendation.

Necessary- and Sufficient-Condition Assumptions in the Official

Arguments (Parts 6 and 8)
. As you study my essays in Part 6 ("Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments™),

WL pelersons.com

fook

for my analysis of necessary- and sufficient-condition assumptions in

the foliowing paragraphs:

Necessary Conditions

GRE Argument No. 20 (second essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No, 59 (fifth essay paragraph)
GRE Arpument No. 109 (sccond essay paragraph)
GRE Arpument No. 122 (fifth essay paragraph)

Sufficient Conditions

GRE Argument No. 20 (fourth essay paragraph)

GRE Argument No. 46 (third and fifth essay paragraphs)
GRE Argument No. 68 (third essay paragraph)

GRE Argument No. 76 (second essay paragraph)

GRE Argument No. 96 (fourth essay paragraph)

GRE Argument No. 122 (third essay paragraph)

As you study my essays in Part 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu-
ments™), Jook for my analysis of necessary- and sufficient-condition

preblems in the following paragraphs:

-
- e

‘WNecessary Conditions

GMAT :Arpument No. 28 (third essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 53 (fourth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 59 (third essay paragraph) *
GMAT Argument No. 79 (fifth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 89 (fifth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 93 (fourth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 117 (fourth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 124 (fifth essay paragraph)
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY
Sufficient Conditions
LRF GMAT Argument No. 42 (third and fifth essay paragraphs)
GMAT Argument No. 74 (fourth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 79 (fifth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 93 (fifth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 122 (third essay paragraph)

tssummc—:— THAT CHArRACTERISTICS OF A Grour Aspiy To EacH Grour Memeex
R VICE VERrsa)

L]

A GRE or GMAT Argument might point out some fact about a general

- group—such as students, employees, or cities—co support a claim about
one particular member of thar group. Or conversety, the Angument might
point out some fact about 1 particuiar group member to support 2 claim
about the entire group. In either scenario, unless the Argument Supplics
clezr evidence that the member is representative of the group as a whole
(by the way, it won't), the Argument is vulnerable to criticism.

; To show the reader you understand 2 group-member problem, you

| need to accomplish all three of the following tasks:

|

1. Identify r_h.c problem (e.g.'. as one.of the Argument’s crucial
assumptions). )

I~

Elucidate by providing at jeast one or rwo significant ways in
which the member might differ from the general group.

[*3]

Explain how those key differences, which serve to refute the as-
sumpton, would undermine the Argument's conclusion.

You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps
(one sentence for each step). Once you've accomplished all three tasks, if

you have exira time to discuss the problem, add one of these two optionai
elements:

* Indicate whart sort of additional evidence the Argument’s author
could supply to show that the member’s relevant characreristics arc
similar to those of the group u1s a whole,

» Indicate what additional information would help you determine the
extent to which the member is representative of the group.

Example—What's True for a Group Is also True for Any Member
The following Argument assumes that characteristics of a group apply ta ev-
cry member of the group. (The Argument might sutfer from other reasoning,
problems as well, but here ['m focusing on this group-member probiem.)
The response provides a bricf but adequate one-pamgraph analysis that con-
rains cach of the three elements needed to address this probiem. The re-
sponse also indicates how the Argument ¢an be strengthened.,
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Argument
The following appeared in a local newspaper editorial:

“According to a recent nationwide survey. a greater percentage
of our nation’s teenagers complain of depression today than ever
before. Here in the town of Seaside, we need to do more to
ensure thal our teenagers fill their days swith meaningful,
productive activities, so that they. grow up to be happy, welk-
adjusted adults.”

Response

Although the editorial assumes that Seaside’s teenagers are typical of
the nation’s teenagers in general, it supplies no evidence whatsoever'to
substantiate this assumption. For all we know, the incidence of depres-
sion among Seaside's teens is far Jower than the national average-—low
enough that teen depression does not pose a community-wide problem
for Seaside. If so, the editorial cannot jusdfy its recommendation to the
community, at least not based on the nationwide survey.

To baolster the recommendation, instead of relying on a sweeping
generalization, the editorial’s author should provide specific evidencc
that :miong Seaside tecnagers, depression is a widespread problem
that is likely to continue unless the community takes specific mea-
sures 10 reverse the trend,

Example—What's True for 2 Member Is also True for the Group

el pelersons.com

The following Argument assumes that characteristics of a particular
member of a group apply to the group as a whole. (The Argument might
suffer from other reasoning problr:ms as well, but here I'm focusmg on
this group-member problem.) Response A provides a brief but adequate
one-paragraph analysis that contains each of the three elements needed 1o
address the problem. Response B provides a more detailed analysis with
more examples, as well as listing additional information needed to prop-
erly evaluare the Argument.

Argument
The following is part of an article appearing in the enterizinment -~
section of a local newspaper: -

*At the local Viewer Choice video store, the number of available
movies in VHS-tape format remains about the same as three
years ago, even though the number of avmlablc movics on digital
video disk, or DVD, has increased tenfold ovcr the past three
years. Pcople who predict the impending obsolescence of the
VHS format are mistaken, since demand for VHS movie rentals
today clearly remains just as sirong as ever.”

Petersori’'s & Writing Skilis for the
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

Response A

This argument ussumes that Video Choice (VC) is typical of ail video
stores, as a group. However, this isn’t necessarily the case; VC might
carry far more VHS tapes, as a percenuage of its total inventory, than
the average store. Is so, then the argument has failed to discredit the
prediction for the industry as a whole.

Response B

The article’s position unfairly assumes that Viewer Choice (VC) is
typical of the video rental and sales industry generally. Perhaps VC is
attemnpting to serve a niche market by specializing in older movies
that are not yet avaifable on DVD. Or perhaps the percentage of
households in VC's neighborhood that have DVD players is lower
than the national average, for whatever reason. For that matter,
perhaps much of VC's current VHS inventory is for sale but not for
rent, because VC is trying to clear its shelves of VHS tapes in order to
further expand its selection of DVDs. Since the article fails to
consider and eliminate these and other possible reasons why VC
continues to stockas many VHS tapes as three years ago, the article
has not succeeded in dispelling the predicted demise of VHS.

In order to fully evaluate the article's position, [ would need more infor-
mation about worldwide trends in VHS sales and rentals Vis-a-vis trends
in DVD sales and rentals. Lacking this information, it would be helpful
to learn why VC carries as many VHS tapes today as three years ago.

Group-Member Problems in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8)
As you study my essays in Part & (“Essays for 20 Qfficial GRE Arguments™),
look for my analysis of group-member problems in the following para-
graphs: - '

BBl GRE Argument No. 9 (fourth essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 14 (fifth essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 20 (fifth essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No, 109 (fifth ¢ssay paragraph) .

AS you study my ¢ssavs in Pare 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu.
) ments™), look for my analysis of group-member problems in the following
paragraphs:
BRI GMAT Argument No. -8 (fourth €ssay parageaph)
GMAT Argument No. 89 (second essay paragraph)
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AssumiNG THAT ALl THINGS RemaIN UNCHANGED ovir TIME

A GRE or GMAT Argument might rely on evidence collected in the past in
order to formuiate some conclusion or recommendation concerning the
present or the future. Similarly, an Argument might rely on evidence about
present conditions to make a prediction or recommendation for the
Juture, But unless the Argument provides clear evidence that kev circum-
stances have remained, or will remain, unchanged over the relevant time
period (by the way, it won’t), the Argument is vulnerable to criticism.

To address a time-shift problem, you should accomplish each of the
following three tasks:

1. Identify the problem (i.c., the poor assumption that ail key
circumstances remain fixed over time).

2. Elucidate by providing examples of conditions that might
change from one time frame to the other,

3. Evaluate the argument in light of the problem.

You'll probab'ly need three sentences to accomplish all three tasks. If you
have more time, you can perform either of the following optional tasks as
well:

= Indicate that to strengthen the argusnent, the author must convince
that other relevant conditions remain unchanged from one time
frame to the next.

* List additional information about past and present (or present and
future) circumstances that vou need in order 1o evaluate the
recommendation, prediction, or other conclusion.

Example—Past Conditions Remain Unchanged in the Present and Future

LU, DElETSONS.COm

Here's an Argument that provides evidence about the past to draw 2
-conclusion about the present 25 well as the future, (The Argument might
suffer from other reasoning problems as well, but here I'm focusing on
this time-shift problem.) The response accomplishes all three required
tasks, as well as suggesting how to strengthen.the argument, all in a single,
concise paragraph.

Argument

The following appeared in a political campaign advertisement:

. “Residents of this state should vote to elect Mravitz as state
govemor in the upcoming election. During Kravitz's final term
as a state scnator, she was a member of a special jegislative
committee that explored ways the state can reduce its escalating
rate of violent erime. Elect Kravitz for govemnor, and our cities’
strects will be safer than ever.”

[ 102 [ Peterson’s W Writing Skilis for the
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY
Response
Assurning that at one time Kravitz was genuinely committed 10
fighting violent crime, the ad unfairly infers a similar commitment Ok
Kravitz's part today and in the Future while Kravitz serves a5 gover-
aor. Kravitz might hold entirely different views taday, especially if
her participation as a member of the committee occurred some tme
ago. Lacking bertter evidence that as governor Kravitz would continue |
1o make crime-fighting a high priority, the ad cannot persuade me o
vote for Kravitz based on her committee membership.

mple—Present Conditions will Remain Unchanged into the Future
Here's an Argument that'makes a prediction based on preseat conditions,
ipnoring possible future developments. (The Argument might suffer from
other reasoning problems as well, but here-I'm focusing on this time-shift
problem.) Response A provides a brief but adequate anatysis of the time-shift
problem. Response B goes further, to provide more examples as well a5 sug-
gestions for strengthening the srgument. '

Argument
_____ The following appeared in a regional business nagazine:

“Yoga Essentizls, a small retail store located in Mountcress, huas
been in business for about 1 decade; eveil though the store’s
owner has never advertsed in Mounterest's local flewspaper.
Now Yoga Essentials is offering franchise opportunities in other
areas. 1n the nearby town of Lakeview, there are more yogd
studios and health clubs than in Mountcrest. Thus, a Yoga
Essentials franchise in Lakeview would surely be a profitable
investment.”

Response A .

The argument assumes chat the apparent interest in yoga (and
yoga-related products) among Lakeview residents will remain strong.
However, it fails to consider that this interest might wane or that
Lakeview will lose many of its residents, for whatever reason. Since
the argument f2ils to account for possibilities such as these, 1 am
unconvinced that a Lakeview franchise would be profitable.

Response B

The argument’s claim that 2 Yoga Essentials store in Lakeview would
succeed relies on the ussumption that the apparent interest in yogd
{and yoga-rclarcd products) among Lakeview residents will conunue
o remain strong gnough 1o support the store. However, in Lakeview,
yoga might furn out to be a passing fad or it luxury thatt the own's
residents will no tonger be able to ford in the future, for whatever
reason. For that muatter. 4 newer competing store might run Yoga
Essentials out of business in Lukeview, Thus. the trgument’s propo-

: ]
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Time-Shift Problems in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8)
As you study my essays in Part 6 ("Essavs for 20 Official GRE Arguments™), look
for my analysis of time-shilt problems in the following paragraphs:

Crer ReasoNing Proslems witH GRE anp GMAT ARGUMENTS

Now that vou've examined the most common GRE and GMAT reasoning

'_proi:ulcms, briefly survey some other reasoning problems you might find
with an Argument. Although each of these problems is less commen than
any of the ones I've already covered, vou should be ready for them
anvway—just in case.

railing to Define Important Terms

An Argument might rely on a certain term without providing an adequate
definition of it. Look especially for references to a particular class, cat-
egory, or group, without a clear explanation of what it includes or
excludes. For examples of this probiem, see

LIV JIelETSONS.Comt

METI GMAT Argument No. 23 (fourth essay paragraph)

K1l GRE Argument No. 9 (third essay paragraph)

AS you study my essays in Part 8 ("Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu-
ments™), iook for my analysis of time-shift problems in the following
paragraphs:

EIl GRE Argument No. 59 (fourth essay paragraph)
HEH GMAT Argument No. 23 (fifth essay paragraph)*

nent must suppiv better evidence—perhaps by way of a Lakeview
survey and a Lakeview economic forecast—of a sufficient demand in
Lakeview for the kinds of products Yoga Essentials sells, at Jeast for
the foreseeable fulure. Othenwise, the author cinnot persuade me
that a Lakeview franchise would be profitabic.

GRE Argument No. 31 {fourth essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 96 (sixth essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 109 (third essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 113 (fourth essay paragraph)

GMAT Argument No. 28 (fourth essay paragraph)

GMAT Argument No, 53 (second and third essay paragraphs)
GMAT Arpument MNo. 79 (fourth essay paragraph)

GMAT Argument No. 131 {second essay parmagraph)

GMAT Argument No. 71 (fourth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 89 (first essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 122 (fourth essay paragraph)
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

Tclying on Vague or Ambiguous Evidence

An Argument might contuin o statement (or word or phrase) thar carries
mere than one possible meaning or i5 simply 100 vague 1o reasonably rely
upon when it comes to dmwing conclusions. Look especially for refer-
ences to “some,” “many,” and “several” in lieu of providing precise
percentages or numbers. For examples of this problem, see

BRI GRE Argument No. 52 (third and fourth essay paragraphs)
GRE Argument No. 80 (fifth essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 88 (third essay paragraph)

HEET GMAT Argument No. 48 (first and second essay paragraphs)
GMAT Argument No. 84 (third essay paragraph)

Drawing a Conclusion that Is Too Broad in Degree or Scope

An Argument's conclusion might be well supported but only to 2 certain
extent or only with resnect to 2 certain subclass. An Argument that fails 1o
limit the degree or scope of its conclusion in accordance with the
evidence is vulnerable to criticism. For examples of this problem, see

Bl GRE Argument No. 42 (fourth-essay paragraph)
GRE Argument No. 91 (second essay paragraph)

BREl GMAT Argument No. 48 {fifth essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 59 (second essay-paragraph)

Assuming that Two Courses of Action Are Mutunally Exclusive

A GRE or GMAT Argument might recommend one course of action over
another in order to achieve the stted objective, without considering that
it is possible to pursue both courses (that is, they are not mutually
exclusive alternatives), thereby increasing the likelihood of achieving the
objective. For examples of this problem, see

VY GMAT Argument No. 71 (third essay paragraph)
GMAT Argument No. 79 (fifth essay paragraph)

NOTE: An Argument that sutfers from this “either-or”
reasoping problem will probably also overlook other courses
of action that might achieve the stated objective. (In other
words, neither course of action is 4 necessary condition.) [f
both problems arise, you should discuss both.
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Arguing Simultaneously for Two Competing Objectives
A GRE or GMAT Argument might seek to achieve rwo distinct objectives,
which appear to compete with each other; in other words. accomplishing
one objective decreases the likelihood of achieving the other. For an
example of this problem. see

BRI GMAT Argument No. 59 (fifth essay paragraph)

Engaging in Circular Reasoning
A GRE or GMAT Argument might rely, at least partly, on its own line of
reasoning 1e support that very reasoning, This general problem is known
by the terms “circular reasoning™ and “tautology™ as well as by the idiom
. “begging the question.” For an example of this problem. se¢

K11 GRE Argument No. 42 (fifth essay paragraph)

DD'S AND DON'TS FOR YOUR ARGUMENT ESSAY

Now, review some of the key points from Part 3. Here are two lists of
DO's and DON'Ts-—for coment and organization—to keep you on the
right track in organizing and composing your Argument essay. To reinforce
the ideas in this list, exrmark the list and refer 1o it from time to time as
You practice the Argument writing task and as you read my sample essays
in Part 6 and Parr 8.

CoNTENT—Your CRITIQUE OF THE ARGUMENT

Do identify and keep in mind the Argument’s final and intermediate conclu-
- sions so-that you can analyze the Argument’s use of evidence and line of
reasoning in support of those conclusions.

4
Don't merely restate or rehash the stated Argument. The only way to score
points is to tell the reader-what’s wrong with the Argument.

Do analyze the Argument with an eye for uncovering three or four flaws—in -
the author's line of reasoning and use of evidence.

Do commit to memory the types of reasoning flaws you learned in Part 3, and
look for at least three of them in your Argument. -

DonN't rely on the technical terminology of formal logic to identify reasoning
problems; plain English will suffice. »

DO identify unsubstantiated or unreasonable assumptions upon which the
Argument's conclusion depends,

Do support each challenge to an assumption with at least onc example
{scenario).
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

Do discuss what is required to make the Argument more convincing and/or
what would help you berter evaluate it—if You have sufficient time, _
Don'T stray from the Argument at hand. Your personal opinions about any issue
discussed in the Argument are irrelevant to the Argument writing task.

ORGANIZATION

Do arganize your points of critique in a logical order, one per paragraph. The
sequence should mtirror the Argument’s line of reasoning,

T
DoN'T _introduce any new points of critique in the concluding paragraph. Your
job here is simply to reiterate the Argument’s main problems and possibly
to indicate what is required to strengthen or fully evaluzte the Argument.

Do use transition words and phrases that connect the various points of your
critique in a way that helps your ideas flow naturally and logically from
one to the next.

Don't worry about the word length of your Argument essay. Focus instead on
identifying at least three problems and providing an adequate and coherent
critique of each one, '

IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME

If you have ample time before your exam, consider supplementing the Argu-
ment materials in this book with other resources. Here are some suggestions:

Take NOTES ON THE ARGUMENTS IN Your OrriciaL Poor

Generate a printout of the complete pool of Arguments. (See this book’s
introduction for how to obtain the questions via the testing service's GRE
and GMAT Web sites.) Randomiy select up to fifteen Arguments from the
pool. Pause for a minute to ponder the Argument, referring to my list of
tommon reasoning problems. At least three or four points of critique
should pop into your mind; jot them down. Then move on to the next
Argument. With a little practice, the common reasoning flaws you learmed
about in this workshop will fly off the page at you!

Consutr My Orher Two ANALYTICAL Wrining Books

If you have trouble ferreting out reasoning problems in a particular
Argument, consult the corresponding essay in one of my other rwo
Anatytical Writing books:

GRE—Answer to the Real E£ssay Questions (Published by Peterson’s).
The book contains my essays for 125 Arguments in the official pool.

Peterson’s  m 'Wn‘rfng Skills for the i 107 i wune petersons.com
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GMAT CAT—Answer (o the Real Essay Questions (Published by
Peterson's). The book's 2nd edition contains my essays for-115
Arguments in the official pool. '

As vou read the book’s Arpument essavs, jot down points of critique you
find clearest or most convincing. Also. highlight transitional phrases,
which connect the essay's points of critique. Review the phrases, then try
composing severi] essavs vourself, making a special effort to incorporate
similar phrases into vour essays.

NOTE: For book information, see the books' Web supplements
(www. west.net/-stewart), ' L

Pracrice, Pracrice, Pracrice!
Compose as many practice essays 4s you reasonably have time for,
responding to the official questions. Be sure 1o practice under timed
conditions with a word processor, restricting your use of editing functions
to the ones provided on the real exam, Evaluate your practice essays,
referring to the official scoring criteria; reflect on your weaknesses, and
concentraie on improving in those areas next time. )

REINFORCEMENT EXERCISES

Now let’s reinforce what vou've learned in Part 3. Each of the following
exercises contains an Argument designed to highlight a particular reason-
ing problem. For each Argument ' '

1. Compose a brief (one- or rwo-paragraphi) essay response that
focuses oniy on that probiem.

2. Try to incorporate all the required elements for an adequate
analysis of the problem. L

3. You may also discuss how to remedy the problem (strengthen
the argument) and/or what additional information is needed to
fully evaluate the Arpument,-in terms of the specific probiem,

4. On scratch paper, outline additional reasoning problems with the
Argument that you would anticipate discussing were this 2
fulllength (30-minute) writing task. N

Limit vour time to 10 minutes per exercise.
For each group of exercises, directions for that group immediately
precede the exercises. My responses and comments begin on page 171,

i, petersons.com Peterson’s ‘M Writing Skiils for ti
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Exercises T—2

Exercises 34

Exercises 5-6

Peterson’s

HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

In each of these first two exercises, identify and discuss the falsecause
problem. Also note other possible problems you would anticipate discuss-
ing in a full-length Argument ¢ssay. -

1.

~

In order to revitalize this city’'s economy, we should increase the
number of police officers that patrol the city's downtown business
district during daytime business hours, Thuee years ago, the city
reduced the total size of its police force by nearly 30 percent, Since
then, retail businesses in the district have experienced 2 steady
decline in revenue.

At Xenon Company, workers who bring their own lunches from
home are generally more productive than workers who purchase
lunch at the company's cafeteria. Therefore, in order for Xenon to
enhance overall worker productivity, and in turn profits, the compa-
ny’s cafeteriz should offer the same types of lunch foods chat workers:
bring from home.

in each of the next two exercises, identify and discuss the potentially
weak analogy. Also note other possible probiems you would aaticipate
discussing in 2 full-length Argument essay.

3. In order to prevent a decline of Oak City’s property values and in

rents that Oak City propecty owners can command, the residents of
Oak City must speak out against the approval of a new four-year
private college in their town. After all, in the nearby towa of Maple-
ton, the average rent for apartments has decreased by 10 percent
since its new community coliege opened last year, while the average
value of Mapleton's single-family homes has declined by an even
greater percentage over the same time period.

4, Trashco provides refuse pickup and disposal as well as recycling

services for the town of Plattsburg, all at about two thirds the total
cost of Hillsville's totat cost for Ridco's refuse and recycling services.
In order 10 save enough money to construct a refuse transfer station
within its city limits. Hillsville showld discontinue using Ridco's
services iand use Trashco's services instead.

In Exercise 3. identify and discuss the porentially unrepreseniative
statistical resudts. In Exercise 6, identify and discuss the potential safnted:
date problem. For cach Argument, also note other pussible problems vou
would anticipate discussing in a full-length essay.

. I ! ' ’ .
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5. Workforce Systems, a consulting {irm specializing in workplace
productivity and efficiency, reports that nearly 70 percent of Max-
tech’s employees who enrolled in Workforce Systems’ one-week
seminar last year claim to be more content with their current jobs
than prior to enrolling in the seminar, By requiring managers ar all
large corporations to enroll in the kinds of seminars that Workforce
System offers, productivity in our economy's private sector is certain
to improve,

0. A significant percentage of this county’s residents who receive
unemployment benefits from the state reporn that thcy would prefer
to work but have difficulty finding work for which they are qualified.
In order to reduce the strain on our county’s State Employment
Development office, which is currently understaffed, the county
should establish an adult job-training program.

EXERCISES 7—8

In each of the next two exercises, identify and discuss the necessary-
condition or sufficieni-condition assumption. Also note other possible
problems you would anticipate discussing in a full-length Argument essay.

7. The juvenile justice clr:bamncnt of one of the nation’s larpest cities
recently reported that children who engage in anyv of the city’s
organized sports programs are less likely than other children to be
convicted of a felony crime later in life, Therefore, the federad
govermument can reduce the naticnal crime rate by mandating daily
physical-education classes at every high schoo! in the nation.

8. Rivertown's historic Hill district used to be one of the city’s main
tourist attractions. Since the construction of 2 new shopping center in
the district, the district’s quaint older shops and restaurants have had
difficulty attracting patrons. In order to preserve the historic value of
the Hill district’s older buildings and to prevent further Joss of
revenue from tourists, the city must impose a2 moratoriurn on the
construction of any new structures in the Hill district

-XErcises 9—-10 , L. : B
. In each of the next two exercises, identify and discuss the potential
-group-member problem. Aiso note -other possible problems you would ]

anticipate discussing in a full-length Arpument essay.
L
9. At Giant Industries, our state's Jargest private business, the average

production worker is now 42 years old. Recently, Giant's revenue
from the sale of textles and paper, which 1ogether account for the
majority of Giant's manufacturing business, has declined significantly.
Since an increasing percentage of new graduates from our state’s
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

colleges and universities are finding jobs in other states, our state will
soon face a crists in which the size of our workforce will be insuffi-
cient to replace cur current workers as they cetire, in murn resulting in
widespread business failure and a reduced quality of life in our state.

10. A recent issue of the Journal of Education observes that last yeas's
decline in the total number of applicants to our nation’s law schools
was accompanied by an increase in the total number of applications
to our nation’s medical schools. In ¢rder to be take advantage of these
current trends, Claybrook Community College should replace its
associate-degree program in legal assistantship with a nursing pro-
gram. :

Exercises 11-12

In each of the next two exercises, identify and discuss potential time-sbift
problems. Also note other passible problems you would anticipate
discussing in a full-length Argument essay.

11. According to a recent report by the federal government, last year, the
total declared value of goods exported from this country to other
countries was less than the annual total ten years ago, adjusted for
inflation. Since our federal government seems unwilling to impose
tariffs on imported goods, our country is destined to continue its
dependency on foreign goods and services.

12, During the last five years, the volume of recyclable materials pro-
duced in Blackburn County has increased steadily, while the volume
of nonrecyclable refuse has been declining. Since our current re-
sources for accommodating refuse ace ample, the county shouk!

- reduce spending in this area and apply the savings to subsidies for
businesses willing to collect, recycle, and resell recyclable materals.

REINFORCEMENT EXERCISES—SAMPLES AND COMMENTS
1. ANALYSIS

This Argument might confuse cause and effect with mere temporal
sequence. Here's a response that handles the problem:

Just because the police-force reduction occurred betore the decline in
retail revenue, it is unfair to ussume that the former is responsible for
the lateer. The business slowdown might be due instead to factors such
1s a general economic downturn or increusing competition in outlying
suburbs, to listjusta few possibilities. Besides, for all we know, the
number of police otficers patrolling the business district itself has re-
muined the same. or even increased, during the [ast three vears, und the
city’s other areas ace the ones that have seen @ reduction in police pres-
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2. ANavsis

s, pelersons.com

ence. Since the argument fails to prove that the police-foree reduction

is the actual cause of the retail business stump, or ¢ven contributed to

it. the argument’s proponent cannot justifiably infer thac a police-force
increase would serve 1o reverse that slump, et alone that it would revi-
talize the ciry’s economy in general,

In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following
questions about the Arpument’s reasoning:

* A threshoid problem: Does the city have an economic problem to
begin with? (Is it fair to assume that the city's economy is suffering
merely because retail revenues in one particular district have
declined?)

* Would the proposed course of action suffice to attain the stated
objective? (Perhaps additional measures, such as renovating the
district or patrolling it at night, would also be needed.)

= Is the proposed course of action necessary to attain the stated
objective? (A city might reviulize its economy through other means
instead.)

This Argument might confuse cause and effect with mere correlation.
Here's a response that handles the problem:

The argument unfairly assumes that Xenon's worker productivity is
simply a function of what a worker eats for lunch. Although this
might be the case, 2 mere correlation between lunch diet and
productivity does not suffice to establish a cause-and-effect relation-
ship. The argument’s.author must also consider and eliminate all
other reasonable explanations for the difference in productivity levels
berween the two groups of workers. Perhaps the most plausible
alternative explanation is that workers who bring their own lunch are
more productive because they spend less time eating lunch and more
time working. In shor, lacking better evidence that at Xenon :
productivity depends primarily on lunch diet, asserting that changing
the cafereria’s lunch menu will improve worker productivity amounts
to litdle more than conjecture. ' ’

:In a fulllength (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following
~questions about the Arpument’s reasoning;

|
* A threshold problem: Are cafeteria lunches actually much different
from lunches that workers bring from home? (If not, then the
entire argument is pointless.)

- ® Would the proposed course of action suffice to attain the stated

objective? (e.g., workers who prefer cafeteria dining might choose
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HOW TC WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

menu items that are different from tunch foods thar other wockers
bring from home.)

» Is the proposed course of action necessary to attain the suted
objective? (Perhaps Xenon can enhance worker productivity
through other means instead,)

+ Does the argument draw an unfair analogy berween the two
groups of werkers? (Perhaps people who pay for meals are
generally lazier than people who prepare their own meals.)

3. ANALYSIS- - -

This Argument relies on a questicnable analogy berween two towns and
between two types of colleges. Here’s a response thar handles both
analogies together in one paragraph:

The argument draws what might be 4 poor inalogy berween Qak City’s
circumstances and Mapleton'’s, The argument ignores possible differ-
ences that are relevant to the influence 2 new college exerts on prop-

students needing offcampus rental housing is less in Mapleton than it
would be in Ouak City with its new college, in which case the forces of -
supply and demand suggest less upward pressure on reats in the former
than in the larer. Also, perhaps a four-year cotlege brings to 2 town
greater prestige or high culture than 2 community cotlege, in tum ex-
erting more upward pressure on overall property values. In short, with-
out accounting for possible key differences between the two towns and
the two types of colleges, the argument cannot justifiably rely on the
cited trend in Mapleton to show that Qak City's ‘property vaiues and
rents would face a similar fate were the new college approved.

In a full-length (30-minute) €ssay, you might also address the following
questions ibout the Argument’s reasoning:

* Is the presence of Mapleton’s new community college the frue
cause of the decline in property values and rents in that town?
(Perhaps some other recent development is responsible instead.)

* Is it necessary to refuse the new college in order to prevent i decling
in property values und rents? (Perhaps Oak City can counteract down-
ward pressure on property vidues and rents through some means.)

Peterson's & Writing Skifls for the 113y e PRierSOILs . coms
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4. ANALYSIS

. ANALYSIS

Wi, pelersons.com

This Arpument relies on a questionable analogy between two towns as
well as between two trash companies. Here's a concise response that
‘handles both analogics together in one parageaph;

The argument’s inference that Trashco's service is more costly than Rid-
co’s depends on the unproven assumption that the two refuse compa-
nies provide the same degree and amount of service to both towns, Per-
haps Trashco's services to Plattsburg is provided less frequently or to
fewer households than Ridco's services to Hillsville, for whatever reason.
Either scenario would explain Plattsburg’s lower total cost, which in tum
would undermine the argument’s contention that Hillsville would save.
moncey by switching from Ridco to Trashco, Thus, to better evaluate the
argument, I would need to know how much Trashco would charge Hills-
ville, not Plattsburg, for the same service that Ridco now charges.

In a fulllength (30-minute) essay, you mighr also address the foliowing
questions about the Argument’s reasoning:

¢ What does the argument assume about future conditions in

" Hillsville? (If the town's residents increase the volume of refuse or
recyclables or begin insisting on more {requent pickups. Hillsville
might regret its decision to switch to Trashco.)

* Is the proposed switch to Trashco necessary for the city to achieve
its stated objective? (Perhaps the city has other means to reduce its
Costs, or means to enhance its revenue, for the purpose of afford-
ing the new station.)

* Might Hillsville incur countervailing expenses by constructing the
new transfer station? (Perhaps refuse would need to be taken from
the center to a more remote location, at additional expense.)

This Argument relies on 2 potentially unrepresentative statistical sample to
draw a general inference. Here’s a response that handles the problem:

The argument assumes that Maxaech employees who reported these
results are typical of private-sector workers in general, in terms of

- how they.are likely to respond to this type of seminar. However, this

isn't necessarily the case. It is:entirely possible, for example, that
Maxtech employees were unusually receptive or responsive to
Workforce's particular methods, for whatever reasop. In any event,
Maxtech’s seminar participants might-constitute an insufficiently small
sampile for the purpose of making recommendations for the private-
sector workforce in general. Since the argument fails 1o show that
Maxtech’s experience is typical, I simply cannot accept the argu-
ment's sweeping conclusion.

Peterson’s R Writing Skills for the
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

In a full-length (30-minute) €ssay, you might wdso address the following
questions abour the Argument’s reasoning: :

¢ Is the report from Workforce Systems credibie? (Perhaps the
company overstates the benefits of its seminars in order to artrace
clients.)

* Was the seminar the frue cause of the improved level of content-
ment among the participants from Maxtech? (The answer might
depend on how much time has passed since the seminar, whether

' Maxtech’s participants have the same jobs as before, and whether
the scm.inai isrdcsigncd to help workers become more content to
Begin with.) _

* are the claims by Maxtech’s employees credible? (Pethaps they felt
pressure to exaggerate the benefits of the seminar or falsely report
improvement in order 1o take time off from work to enroll again in
the seminar.) '

¢ Might the argument assume that all other conditions remain
unchanged? (Overall productivity of the cconomy’s private secror
depends also on many extrinsic factors having nothing to do with
the benetits of these fypes of seminars.)

6. ANALYSS

This Argument retjes on reports that suffer from a potential credibitity
problem. Here's a response thar handles the problem:

The recommendation relies on certain “reports” that MY Or m2ay not
be credible, The Argument’s proponent needs to consider the
possibility that the unemployed peopie who report difficulty in
finding work actually prefer unemployment because they can receive
money while not working. Since the argument fails to rule out this
possibility, I cannot be convinced that the proposed job-trining
progrim would succeed in reducing the ranks of the county's
unemployed residents. '

In a full-lengch (3C-minute) €ssay, you might also address the following
questions about the Arpument's reasoning; -

* Is the proposed program necessary tor achieving the stared
objective? (It might pe possible to reduce the strain on the office
by other means instead—e.g., by hiring additional staff, perhaps
even feom the pool of unemployed counry residents.)

* Would the proposed program suffice to wchicve the stated objec-
tive? (A sutficient aumber of unemployed residents who might be
able ro find waork through the program would actuiully need (o
participate in the program,)

: I
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7. ANALYSIS
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PARY 3

* Would reducing the number of residents who receive unempioy-
ment benefits suffice 1o attain the suated objective? (Perhaps the
office can easily accommodate the current number of residents
applying for and recciving unemplovrnent benefits, and the source
of the strain lies elsewhere.)

= Does the argument suggest @ course of action that would actually
.undermine the stated objective? (To staff the new job-training
program, it might be necessary to reduce swaff elsewhere in the
office, which might exacerbate the strain.}

This Argument relies on'a sufficient-condition assumption, Here's a
response that handies the problem:

The argument assumes that the proposed mandate in itself will suffice
1o lower the national crime rate yet fails 1o account for ather conditions
that might also be necessary for that outcome. Perhaps to be effective
in this respect, physical-education classes must also be accompanied by
afterschool activity programs; or perhaps the classes must begin earlier
in.a youngster’s academic life 1o have any appreciable impact on delin-
quent behavior. Without considering these and a myriad of other condi
tions that might be needed to ensure that a young person grows up to
become law-abiding, the argument's author cannot justify the mandate.

In a full-iength (30-minute) essay, you might also address the foliowing
questions about the Argument’s reasoning:

_ = A threshold problem: Are “physical-education classes” sufficiently
similar to “organized sports programs” that their impact on
long-term behavior would be similar? (If not, then the entire
argument can.be dismissed out of hand.)

 Might the argument mistake mere correlation—berween organized|’

sports participation and adult criminal behavior—for a cause-and-
effect relationship? (We might need to know what percentage of
youngsters participate to begin with and whether those youngsters
.are less inclined in any event toward delinquent behavior.) |

# Is the sample group (chﬂd:en in one large city) representative of
alj children throughout the nation? (Perhaps participation in these
programs is more.effective in large citiesthan in smaller cities and
rural areas.) '
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8. ANaLysis

HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

This Argument relies on WO necessary-condition assumptions—one for
each stated objective. Here's a response that handles both assumptions
(one paragraph for each one):

The argument assumes without justification that the proposed
moratorium is the only available means of preserving the historic
value of the district's older buildings. To begin with, the argument,
supplies absolutely no evidence that the new shopping center
adversely impacts that value at all. Even if it does, the argument fajls
to account for alternative means of preserving that value. For in-
stance, a focused effort on restoring the most historically significant
buildings to cheir original condition might be just as effective 1s, or
even more effective than, 1 moratorum,

Nor is the mornitorium necessarily the only means of stabilizing
revenue from tourism. Rivertown might very well boast other features
that hold the potential of attracting tousist dollars. For that matter, an
intensive public-relations campaign might be just as effective, or more
effective, in reversing the decline, Moreover, common sense tells me
that means such as these would probably be more effective than a
moratorium, which might come too Jate now thar the shopping
center is already built. In short, the drgument’s author must convince
me that the moratorium is the only feasible means of achieving both

goals; otherwise [ cannot agree thar the city should impose it.

In 2 full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following
questions about the Argument's reasoning:

* Is the shopping center the true cause of the slowdown in the
district’s restaurant and rerail businesses? (Perhaps some other
change in the district is responsible instead)

* Is the slowdown referred to above the true cause of the decline in
tounism revenue? (Perhaps it is local residents, not tourists, who
have been patronizing the district's shops and restaurants less
frequently.) '

9.~ ANALYSIS
Argument draws two inferences about 2 group (all employers in g
certain state) based vn characteristics of one member of the proup (Giane
[ndustries), Here's 4 response that handles both inferences In 4 singie
paragraph:
This prediction relies on the assumption thar Giant js typical of the
sGIte's emplovers. .1s g group, with respect to financial streagth as
well as average worker #ge. However, the argument provides no
lerson’s 8 Writing Skills for the 117 1 R [RACISO00 L G
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10. ANALYSIs
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information to substantiate either assumption. Perhaps non-manufac-
turing businesses that require a college-degreed worklorce now
account for an increasing majority of the state’s jobs. (The argument’s
information suggests this might be the case.) 1 so, then the mere fuct
that onie emplover. albeit the state’s largest business, is losing
business while its workforce nears retirement age proves almost
nothing about the prospects for the state’s overall economy,

In a fulllength (30-minute} essay, vou might also address the foilowing
questions about the Arpument’s reasoning:

« Does the term “largest private business™ necessarily mean that
Giant employs more workers than any other business in the state?
(The smalier the workforce at Giant, the Jess likely that Giant is
representative of the state’s employers as a group.)

s Doesn't the prediction’s accuracy require that other future condi-
_tions remain unchanged? (E.g., the argument ignores a possible
influx of workers from other states.)

» Would a reduced workiorce necessarily resuit in business fallure?
(Perhaps businesses will be more profitable by trimming their
workforce.)

-+ What is the definition of “quality of life"? (The argument's ultimate

prediction depends on this missing definition.)

This Argument draws an inference about a single community (Claybrook)
based on characteristics of a group (the nation's communities as 2 whole).
Here's a response that handles the inference:

The argument depends partly on the assumption that future employ-
ment trends in Claybrook’s job market will reflect naticnwide trends.
However, the arpument fails 1o consider that Claybrook might be
atypical. Perhaps Claybrook's job market will buck the trend (for one
reason or another), and thie demand for legal assistants from CCC's
legal-assistant program will remain strong compared to demand for
nurses from the school’s nursing program. If so, then the cited
statistics would portend nothing about the future employment
prospect for graduates of either program at CCC or about whether
the proposed course of action would be prudent.

»
1n a fulllength (30-minute) essay, you snight also address the following
questions about the Argument’s reasoning:

¢ Do statistics from only one-year constitute sufficient data for
_proving a ciear trend? (Perhaps last year was an exception tc a
contrary trend, or perhaps there is no trend at all.)

Peterson's @ Writing Skiils for the
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY

* Does.a continuation of the assumed trends depend on certain other
conditions remaining unchanged in the future? (E.g., an unex-
pected national event might spark renewed interest in law among
college students.)

¢+ Even if the assumed trends continue. would they necessarily result
in the predicted job trends for legal assistants or nurses? (Eg.,
perhaps new technologies will render obsolete many traditional
nursing functions.)-

TE. ANaLysis .
This Argument assumes’that current circumstances will remain unchanged
into the furure, Here's 2 succinct.response that handles the problem:

The argument relies on the assumption that all other factors (besides
wariffs) determining the country's balance of trade will remain
unchanged in the foresecable future. However, common sense tells
me that this assumption is dubious at best and that any one of a
myriad of possible furure developments—political, economic, and
social—might render the proposed tariff unnecessary in order to

~ reduce the country's dependency on foreign goods.

In a full-length (30-minute) €ssay, you might also address the foliowing
questions about the Argument's reasoning:

* Do totals from only rwo years constitute sufficient data o show 2
dependency on foreign goods? (Perhaps one or both of the rwo
years were unusual in terms of the total value of €Xports.)

* Do export totals aulone suffice 1o show 2 past or current depen-
dency on foreign goods? (E.g., a recent increase in import towis or
domestic sales would help refute the implication thar the country
has been dependent on foreign goods.)

* Is the argument's prediction 100 broad? (Statistics about the value
of imported or exported goods don't prove anything about a
country’s dependency on foreign services.)

* Are rariffs necessary in order o reduce the country’s dependency
on foreign goods? (Other means, such as reducing sales taxes on
domestic sales of goods, might be just as clfective.)

2. ANALYSIS

This Argument assumes that current circumstances will remain unchanged
into che future. Here's 2 response thae handles the problem:

The argument assumes thac the cucrent decline in refuse volume will
continue. or at least not reverse itself, in the toresceable furure.

I —
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However, the argumient fails to account for possible future develop-
ments that might prove this assumption erroneous. For example, the
county might experience an influx of new residents, or its residents’
willingness to recycle might wane. In ¢ither case, the volume of
refuse is likely 10 increase, and the proposed course of action might
result in a shortage of resources for handling refuse. To bolster the
recommendation, the argument’s proponent should provide better
evidence, perhaps in the form of population projections and county-
resident surveys, that the volume of refuse in Blackburn County will
not increase in the foreseeable future. '

In a full-length (30-minure) essay, you might also address the follow-
ing questions about the Argument's reasoning:

* A threshold issue: Is there a recycling problem to begin with that
the county needs to address? (The argument provides no evidence
that current means are less than adequate for current as well as
furure needs.)

= Are‘the proposed subsidies necessary to ensure that the county can
ihandle a continued increase in the volume of recyclables? (Perhaps
‘businesses would not require subsidies to provide needed service,
or perhaps the county itself could provide the service.)

Peterson's- W Writing Skiils for the
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!:- WRITING STYLE AND MECHANICS

“_—

A — e —

TS instructs its readers to place less weight on writing style and
mechanics than on content and organization. This does not mean,

\ however, thar the firse two factors won't influence the reader or

affect your Analyticat Writing score. Indeed, they might! If the way you
write interferes with the reader's understanding of your ideas, you will not
atezin a score of 5 or 6. And, in any event, poor writing will predispose
the reader to award a lower score, regardless of your ideas or how You
organize them. To ensuge yourself a score of 5 or 6 on your ¢353¥s, strive
for writing that is:

* Persuasive in style (using rhetorical devices effectively)

¢ Varied in sentence length and structure (to add interest and variery
as well as to demonstrate maturity and sophistication in writing -
style)

* Clear and concise (easy 1o follow and direct rather than wordy or
verbose)

* Correct in grammar, mechanics, and usage (conforming to the
requirements of standard written English)

All of this is easier said than dene, of course. Don't worry if you're got a
natural when it comes to writing effective prose. You can improve your
writing significantly for your exam even if your time is short. Just follow
the suggestions and guidelines here in Part 4.

YOUR OVERALL TONE AND VOICE

In general, you should try to maintain a somewhat format tone throughout
both your essays. If your essay comes across as convk:rs:lrionul. it's
probably a bir too informal for the GRE or GMAT. Here's 4 brict list of
additional guidelines:

L. The overall tone should be cridcal bur not inflammatory or emo-
tional, Don'c ey (0 vversoate vour position by using extreme or
harsh languaee. Don't HIempt to elicit 4 visceral or emotional re-

sponse from the reader, Appeal instead to the reader's intellect.
terson’s & Writing Skills for the 121 '[ : L. i teTSONS.COM
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When it comes 10 Your main peints, a very direct, even forceful
voice is perfectly accepable. But don't overdo it; when it comes
to the details, use a more dispassionate approach.

3. Don’t try 10 make vour point with “cutesy” or humorous
remarks. Avoid puns, double-meanings, plays on words, and
other forms of humor. Not that GRE and GMAT readers don’t
have a sense of humor; it's just that they leave it at the door
when they go to work for ETS. (That sentence exhibits just the
sort of *humor” vou should aveid in vour essays.)

4. Sarcasm is cntirely inappropriate for your GRE or GMAT e¢ssays.
Besides, the reader might not realize that you're being sarcastic,
in which case your remark will only serve 10 confuse the reader.

DEVELOPING A PERSUASIVE WRITING STYLE

In Parts 2 and 3, you learncd how to develop persuasive ideas as well as a
i ~ structure and sequence for your paragraphs that serve to enhance their
pcrsuasivcn:s-s. To ensure a high Analytcal Writing‘ score, you should also
develop a persuasive style, using rhetorical devices effectively.

RHeTORICAL WORDS AND PHRASES—BY FUNcTIONAL CATEGORY

Here's a reference list of rhetorical words and phrases, categorized by
function. Some list itcms you encountered as underlined words and /
phrases in the examples throughout Parts 2 and 3. Others are new here.
To learn how vou might incorporate these and other shetorical phrases
into your sentences, read my essays in Parts 5-8, highlighting rhetorical

. phrases as you encounter them. Review them, then try 10 incorporate - -
them into your practice essays 10 enhance your power of persuasion.

Use phrases such as these to subordinate an idea:

+ although it might appear that, at first glance it would seem/appear
that, admittedly

Use phrases such as these to argue for a position, thesis, or viewpoint:

= promotes, facilitates, provides a sirong imperus, SErves 1o, directly, U
furthers, accomplishes, achieves, demonstrates, suggests, indicates

Use phrases such as these to argue for a solution or direction based on
public policy or some other normative basis:

. .
FrAry - on oo ST LiaEn

« ultimate goal/chjective/purpose, overriding, primary concern,
subordinate, subsumed

N
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WRITING STYLE AND MECHANICS

Use phrases such as these to refute, rebur, or counter a proposition,
. . R - . - _1 ’ - -
theory, or viewpoint: auh LN Lol cled Sk Ay w7 B ‘:7 _
* however, closer scrutinly reveals, upon closer inspection/examination,
2 more thorough analysis, in reality, actually, when viewed more closely,

when viewed from another perspective, further observation shows

Use phrases such as these to point out problems with a proposition,
theory, or viewpoint:

* however, nevertheless, yet, still, despite, of course, serious draw-
backs, problematic, countervailing factors

. - Use phrases such as these to drgue against 4 positon or viewpoint:

* works against, undermines, thwarts, defeats, runs contrary to, fails
to achieve/promote/accomplish, is inconsistent with, impedes

Use phrases such as these to argue that the merits of one position out-
weigh those of another:

* on baiance, on the whole, all things considered, in the final analysis

voiD EmpTY RHETORIC

Many test takers try to mask weak ideas by relying on strong rhetoric. Be
careful in using words and phrases such as these for emphasis;

clearly, absolutely, definitely, without a doubt, nobody could dispute
thar, extremely, positively, emphatically, unquestionably, certainly,
undeniably, without reservation

It’s okay to use these phrases. But keep in mind: By themselves, they add
absolutely no substance to your ideas. So be sure that you have convincing
reasons and/or exampies to back up vour rheroric!

SING IRONY As A RretoricaL Device
o In your Issue essay, look for the opportunity to use words in their ironic
sense or as misnomers for rhetorical emphasis—in other words, to help
make your poift. Read the Issue statement ctosely for key words. Here's

one example _of:_t:ach: B

Examplc'.(&bny) e
The speaker fails to consider the long-term cultural impact of the
kinds of technological “advancements” I've just described. .

Example (Misnomer)
The “knowledge” to which the statement refers is, in acruality, only
subjective perception.

Be sure 10 use quotation marks for the ironic term or misnomer, whether
or ot you're quoting the {ssue statement,

——
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Using PUNCTUATION FOR RHETORICAL EMPHASIS

Use puncruation for thetorical emphasis zery sparingly, heeding the
fellowing points of advice:

* Use em dashes (two hyphens or one hyphen preceded and
followed by a space) in the middle of a sentence—instead of
commas or parentheses—to set off particularly important paren-
thetical material (just like in this sentence). You can also use an em
dash instead of a comma before a concluding phrase—to help set
off and emphasize what foliows (just like in this sentence). But
don’t overuse the dash—or it will Jose its punch (as in this para-
graph).

e Use exclamation points for emphasis very. sparingly. As in this
paragraph, one per essay is plenty!

* Usc the question mark very sparingly (once or twice per essay. is
enough) and only for posing rhetorical questions, (You'll return to
this topic a bit later.)

xemm .
RS S

NOTE Avmd usmg UPPERCASEJcttcrs. asrcdsks‘ "im.‘tl

L e

dcwccs 10 ﬂag words ‘you d cmphasmc m:rhc:onczl .speecbi—f]?

; -;pcrrmt the use of artnbuu:s such :as bold, undcrhnmg _and g
:mhcs-—-—so thosc dcvlccs are not avnﬂable for cmphams m _
.any event. '

CONNECTING YOUR IDEAS TOGETHER

Your esszys will not earn top scores unless your ideas flow narurally from
one to the next, so the reader can easily follow vour train of thought. To
connect your ideas together, develop vour own arsenal of transition
devices—words and phrases that serve as bridges bcrwccn ideas and help
to convey your line of reasoning to the reader.

- Each transition device should help the reader make centain connec-
tions or assumptions about the two areas that you are connecting to-
gether. For example, some lead your reader forward and imply the

~=i- ... building of an idea or thought, while others prompt the reader to compare
ideas or draw conciusions from the preceding thoughfs. In the examples
throughout Parts 2 and 3, vou encountered devices such as underlined
words and phrases. Now here’s a reference list that includes many of
those underlined words and phrases, along with some additional ones—by
functional category.
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WRITING STYLE AND MECHANICS
To Signal Addition
and, sgain, and then, besides, equally important, finally, further,
furthermore, nor, too, next, lastly, what's more

To Connect Ideas Together

furthermore, additionally, in addition, also, {first, second, . . . ),
HIOr¢OVer, mostc important/significantly, consequently, simultaneously,
concurrently, next, finally ' '

To Signal Comparison or Contrast T
« bur, although, Conversely, in contrast, on the other hand, whereas,
but, except, by comparison, where, compared to, weighed against,
vis-a-vis, while, meanwhile
- e To Signal Proof
because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidenty,

furthermore, marcover, besides, indeed, in fact, in addition, in any
case, that is.

To Signal Exception
yet, still, however, nevertheless, in spite of, despite, of course,
occasionally, sometimes, in rare instances, infrequendy

To Signal Sequcnce——chroqological, Logical, or Rhetorical
[first, second(ly), third(ly), . . .], next, then, now, at this point, then,
after, in rurn, subsequently, finally, consequently, previousiy, before-
hand, simultaneousty, concurrently

To Signal Examples

for example, for instance, perhaps, consider, ake the case of e 1O
demonstrate, to illustrate, as an illustration, one possible scenario, in
this case, in another case, on this occasion, in this situation

To Signal Your Reasoning from Premise to Conclusion
therefore, thus, hence, accordingly, as a resulr, it follows thar, hence,
therefore, accordingly, thus, in mn

Use These Phrases for Your Concluding or Summary Pnﬁgraph
in sum, in the final analysis, in brief, summing up, i cenclusion, to
conclude, to recapitulace, in essence, in a nutshell

son's W Writing Skills for ihe 125 ' WD pelersons.com
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REFERENCES TO YOURSELF AND TO THE STATEMENT OR
ARGUMENT

Occusionally in your essavs, vou'll need to refer to the Issue statement (or
Arpument) as well to its hiypothetical source, whether a person or entity.
You might also wish 10 refer to vourself from time to time. Here are some
guidelines for handling these references.

SEILF-REFERENCES

Self-references—singular as well as plural—are perfectly acceptable,
though optional. Just be consistent:

I disagree with . . .
In my view, . ..

Without additional evidence, we cannot assume that . . .

ILsFERENCES TO THE STATEMENT OR ARGUMENT

In your Issue essay, refer to a staternent or statement as “this statement”™ or an

alternative such as “this claim” or “this assertion.” In your Argument €553y, Uy

using “argument” 10 refer to the passage's line of reasoning 'as a whole or
‘recommendation” or “claim” to refer to the specific conclusions.

REFERENCES TO THE SOURCE OF THE STATEMENT OR ARGUMENT

Be sure your references 1o a statement or Argument's source are appropri-
ate. In your Issue essay, you can simply refer to the statement's source as
the “speaker.” In your Argument essay, the first time you refer to the
source, be specific and correct—e.g., “this editoriz,” “the ad,” “the vice
president,” or "ACME Shoes.” If no specific source is provided, try using
“author”™ or “argument.”

PRONOUN REFERENCES TO AN ARGUMENT'S PROPONENT

In your Argument essay, it's okay 1o save keystrokes by using an occasional
pronoun. just be sure that your pronouns are appropriate and consistent
(male, female, or neither):

The speaker argues. . . . Her line of reasoning is . . . ; but she
overlooks . ..

The manager cites . . . in support of bis argumens. . . . He then

recommends . . .
To strengthen {its conclusion, the board must . . . . Jf must-also . | .
winw.petersons.com ‘126 Petersor’s M Writing Skills for th
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- WRITING STYLE'AND MECHANICS

“ Also, be sure that your pronoun references are clear, If a pronoun is. .
Separated from its antecedent (the noun that it describes) by one or more
sentences, don't use a pronoun.

I T A ey A T T N T M YRR A e - st e el
N R L it 4 amnr Lt P e bt

' NOTE:Rcadcrswm dl.srtga.rdwhcthcnyouusc ‘

- genderneutral terms. imyour essaysin other- wordsydon/tworrg abous,: |
“your pollticaicorrecmess (or incomecmessywhen ir comdstogender ig
= YO Wish ta, 3¢, gendecneutl pranouns, that's fine: Howeyergavoid

-+ altérna and:female examples and’ expressions:

| SHORTHAND REFERENCES TO AN ARGUMENT'S SOURCE AND EviDence

It's perfectly acceprable to save keystrokes with shorthand names or
acroayms in place of multiple-word proper nouns. If you use an acronym,
be sure 1o identify it the first time You use it. For example:

In this Argumeat, the marketing director for Specialty Manufacturing
(3M) recommends that SM discontinue its line of . . .

QUOTING THE STATEMENT OR ARGUMENT

Occasionally, it may be appropriate to quote key words or phrases from
the Issue statement or Argument at hand, For example, you might wish to
point out to the reader a key phrase that is ambiguous or vague (e.g.,
“certain respondents™ or a temm that is overly inclusive or exclusive (e.g.,
“only” or “all™. Just keep the number of quoted words and phrases to a
minimum, Also, there's never any justification for quoting entire sentences.

YOUR SENTENCES

This section provides a checklist of the most common pitfalls to avoid
when constructing sentences. You'll find few hard-and-fast rules here,

because we're not dealing with rules of grammar bur rather rutes of thumb
for the art of effective writing.

SENTENCE LENGTH AND VARIETY

In order 1o ensure lOp scores on your essays, strive for sentences that are
varied in length and structured in a manner that helps convey their
intended meaning, rather than obscuring or distorting it. Here are some
tips for both writing tasks:

L. Sentences that vary in length make for 2 more interesting and
persuasive essay. For rhetorical emphasis, try using an abrupt
short sentence tor 3 crucial point, either before or atier longer
sentences that clucidare that point.

elerson’s B Writing Skills for the 127 l : wwiw petersons.com
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PART OF A SENTENCE OUT OF BALANCE WiTH ANOTHER PART
An effective sentence gets its point across by placing appropriate emphas
on its different parts. Be sure that the main idea receives greater cmphasis]

T

. Sentences that essentially repe (verbatin) throughout your

Sentences that use the same essential structure can help convey
vour line of reasoning to the reader. Try using the sume structure
far a list of reasons or examples. '

essay suggest an immature, unsophisticated writing stvle. Try to
avoid using so-called “template” sentences over and over-—-
especially for the first (or last) sentence of each body paragraph.
There’s nothing wrong with copving and pasting certain sen-
tences to speed up the writing process: just be sure 1o “rweak”
them so each one is distinct. '

Sentences that pose questions can be a useful rhetorical deviee!
Like short, abrupt sentences, rhetorical questions can help per-
suade the reader—or at least help to make your point. They can be
quite effective, especially in Issue essays. They also add interest
and variety. Yet how many test takers think to incorporate them
into their essays? Not many. (By the way, 1 just posed a rhetorical
question.) Just be sure to provide an answer to your question, And
don't overdo it; one rhetorical question per essay is plenty.

For additional variety, use a semicolon to transform two sen-
tences invoiving the same train of thought into one; and use the
word “and” to connect your two independent clauses (just as in
this sentence).

(a5 a main clause) than subordinate ideas.

Equal Emphasis (Confusiog)
Treating bodily disorders by noninvasive methods is generally

painless, and these methods are less likely than those of conventiony '

Western medicine to result in permanent healing.

Emphasis on Second Clause (Better)

Although treating bodily disorders by noninvasive mcthocls is gener
ally painless, these methods are Jess likely than thése of conventions

Western medicine to result in permancnt healing,.

Awkwarp Use oF THE Passive AN Active “Voices” R

www petersons.com

In a sentence expressed using the active voice, the subject “acts upon™ 4
object. Conversely, in a sentence expressed in the passive voice, the
subject “is acted upon” by 2n object. You can generally use either voice |

your GRE or GMAT essays. However, one may be clearer and less

awkward than the other, depending on the particular sentence. 1n any
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WRITING STYLE AND MECHANICS

event, never mix the two voices in the same sentence, and uy not to shift
voice from one sentence (0 the next. Here's a sentence where the active
voice is berter,

Passive (Acceptable)

While repetitive tasks are not generally performed reliably by humans
for prolonged time periods, such tasks can be performed reliably by
computers almost endlessly.

Active (Better)

While most humans cannot perform repetitive tasks reliably for a
prolonged time period, computers can perform such tasks endlessly
and reliably. Co :

Mixed (Awkward)

While humans generally cannot perform repertitive tasks reliably for a
prolonged time period, repetitive tasks can be performed endlessly by
computers in i reliable manner.

In this next sentence, the passive voice is needed for emphasis and clanty,

Active (Acceptable) .
Irisactuallya chemical in the brain that creates the sensation of having
caten €nough, a chemical that consuming simple sugars depletes.

Passive (More Effective) )
The sensation of having eaten enough is actually created by a
chemical in the brain that is depleted by consuming simple sugars.

Mixed (Awkward)
The sensation of having eaten enough is actually created by a
chemical in the bmin that consuming simple sugars depletes.

ConrusiNg or VAGUE ProNOUN Rererences

A pronoun (e.g., she, him, their, its) is a shorthand way of referring to an
identifiable noun (person, place, or thing). Nouns to which pronouns refer
are called antecedents. Make sure every pronoun in a sentence has a clear
antecedent. One way to correct a pronoun-reference error is to reposition
the noun 1nd pronoun as near as possible to each other,

Confusing

During their burgeoning independence from England, Madison and
Hamilton, among others, recognized the need to foster allegiances
berween all the szares.

Clear

Madison and Hamilion, among others, recognized the need to foster

dllepiances amony all the states during their burgeoning indepen-
dence from Fngland.

sterson’s B Writing Skills for the .' 129 (WO Petersons.com
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Another way 1o correct a pronoun-reference error is te replace the -
pronoun with its antecedent,

Confusing

E-muil accounts administered by employers belong to them, and they
can be seized and used as evidence against the emplovee.

Clear

E-mail accounts administered by an employer belong to the employer,

who can seize and use the accounts as evidence against the employee.

IMPROPER PLACEMENT OF MODIFIERS

A modifier is a word or phrase that describes, restricts, or qualifies
another word or phrase. Modifying phrases are typically sct off with
commas. Try to place modifiers as close as possible to the word(s) they

modify; otherwise, you could end up with an ambigucus and confusing
sentence.

Ambiguous

Exercising frequently contributes to not only a sense -of well bcmg
but aiso to longevity,

Clear

Frequent exercise contributes not enly to a sense of well being but
also 1o Jongevity.

Ambiguous

Through careful examination, competent diagnosis, and successful
treatment, patients grow to rust their physicians.

Clear - : -

Through careful examination, competent diagnosis, and successful
treatment, physicians help their patients grow to trust them.

IMPQOPER SrumNg o A GRAMMATICAL UN[T

(i, petersornis.com

Sphmng apart clauses or phrases (by inserting a word or clause between
them) often results in an awkward and confusing sentence.

Split . - - .
The value of the dollar s not, relative to other currencies, nsmg
universaliy.
-Better .
The value of the dollar &5 not rising universally relative to other
© currencies.
| 130 Peterson’s & Writing Skills for the
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WRITING STYLE AND MECHANICS

Spht
. Typographer Lucizn Bernhard was influenced, perbaps more so than
' any of his contemporaries, by Toulouse-Lautrec’s emphasis on large,
unharmenicous lectering,.

Better

Perhaps more so than any of his contemporaries, typographer Lucian
Bernhard was influenced by Toulouse-Lautrec's emphasis on large,
unharmonious lettering, '

ANGUNG Mobirier ERRORS

A dangling modifier is 1 modifier that fails to refer to any particular
word(s) in the sentence. The best way to correct a dangling-modifier -
problem is to reconstruct the sentence,

Dangling.

By imposing artificial restrictions in price on oil suppliers, these
suppliers will be forced to lower production costs. (Who or what is
imposing restrictions?)

Clear ot

Imposing artificial price restrictions on oil suppliers will force these
suppliers to lower production costs.

Certain dangling modifiers are nevertheless acceptable:

Acceptable

Judging from the number of violent crimes committed every year by
Minors, our nation must overhaul its juvenile justice system. {The
sentence makes no reference to whomever is judging; but it is
acceptable anyway,) ' ‘

RINGING ToGETHER Too MANY ADJECTIVES

Avoid juxtaposing mere then two adjectives, especially if the suring
includes a possessive (a noun with an apostrophe to indicate possession).
The following sentence also uses the gerund confusing in a “confusing”
manner,

Awkward String _
To avoid confusing oral medications, different pills’ coatings should
have different colors, and pills should be different in shape and size,

Clear and Less awlovard
To avoid confusion between different oral medications, pills shouid
differ in color as well as in shape and size.

rson's W Writing Skills for ihe 1131 i e petersons.com
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PART 4

Using Too Few (or Too Many} Commas

Although punctuation is the least importamt aspect of vour GRE or GMAT

- essay, too few or 100 many commas might interfere with the reader's

understanding of a sentence, at which point the punctuation becomes
important. Too few commas might confuse the reader, while 100 many
can unduly interrupt the sentence’s flow. Here's the guideline: Use the
minimum number of commas needed for a reader to understand the
intended meaning of the sentence.

Too Few Commas
Enzyme catalysis takes place in living systems and as it is not a
laboratory procedure is therefore subject to celiular controis.

Better
Enzyme catalysis tkes place in living systems, and as it is nota
laboratory procedure is therefore subject to cellutar controls.

Also Acceptable
Enzyme catalysis takes place in living systems, and, as it is not a
laboratory procedure, is therefore subject to cellular controls.

Worby aND AWKWARD PHRASES

LU, D CEerS 0TS, com

With an unlimited amount of words, anyone can make the point; but it

“requires skill and effort to make your peint with concise phrases, If your

sentences seem oo long, check for wordy, awkward phrases that can be
replaced with more clear and concise ones. Here are three examples
(replace italicized phrases with the ones in parentheses):

Discipline is crucial to the attainment of one's objectives. (attain)

To indicate the fact that they are in opposition to a bill, legislators
sometimes engage in {ilibusters. (To show their)

In Norse poetry, the stories rarely stand as substinutes or svmbols for
anything other than the stories themselves. (else)

Look for the opportunity to change prepositional phrases into one-word
modifiers:

The employee with ambition...
The ambirtious emplovee...

You can often rework clauses with relative pronouns (¢hat, who, which,

etc.}), omitting the pronoun;
The system that is most efficient and accurate . . .

The most efficient and accurate sysitem . . .
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WRITING STYLE AND MECHANICS

Using it is, there is, und there are at the beginning of sentences can resuit.
in 2 wordy and awkward sentence. You might need to restructure an
entire sentence to rcmcdy this problem.

Wordy and Awkward

There is 2 gene that causes hemophilia, which if paired with 2
healthy gene results in the individual’s not developing the disease’s
symptoms.

Clear and Concise

+  If paired with a healthy gene, the gene that causes hemophilia will
not result in the development of the disease’s symptoms,

-

[n your Argument essay, you can replace wordy phrases that signal a
premise with 2 single word,

Wordier

the reason for, for the reason that, due to the fact that, in light of the
fact that, on the grounds that

More Concise

because, since, considering that

ReDUNDANT WORDS AND PHRASES

Check your essays for words and phrases that express the same essential
idea twice.

Both unemployment levels as well as interest rates can affect stock
prices. (Replace as well as with and or omit both.)

The reason science is being blamed for threats to the natural environ-
ment is because scientists fail to see that technology is only as useful,
or as harmful, as those who decide how to use it. (Replace because
with thar or omit the reason and #s)

!OU-R FACILITY WITH THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

To ensure yourself top scores for your essays, strive to convince the
readers that you possess a strong command of the English language—i.c.,
that you can use the lunguage and its conventions clearly and persuasively
in writing. To show the reader the requisite linguistic prowess, try to:

¢ Demonstrate u solid vocabulary
* Use proper idioms (especially prepositional phrases)

* Use proper diction (word usuge wnd choice)

terson’s W Writing Skills for the 1133 i
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DEMONSTRATING A Soub VOCABULARY

By all means. show the reader that YOu possess the vocabulary of A broadly
educated individual and thu vou know how' to use it. But Keep the
following caveats in mind:

WL Delersans, comnt

1.

“GMAT essays is your facility with the English language. However,

PART 4

Don't ovenuse SAT- snfic words jusl 1o make an impression. Doing
s will only. serve 1o warn the reader that vou're tryving to mask
poor content with “window dressing,.”

Avoid obscure or archaic words that few readers are likely to
know. The readers wili not take time while reading essays to
consult their unabridged dictionaries. )

Avoid technical terminology that only specialists and scholars in
a specific field understand, Most readers are English-language
generalists from the academic fields of English and Communica-
tons, not biochemists or economic- -policy analysts.

Use Latin and other non-English terms very sparingly. After all,
onc of the primary skills being tested through the GRE and

the occasional use of Latin terms and acronyms~—for example,
per sc, de facto, ad boc, and especially ie., and e.g.,—is perfects
accepuable. Non-English words used commonly in academic
writing—such as vis-a-vis, caveat, and laissex Jaire—are accept
able as well. Again, however, don't overdo it. before a conclud-
ing phrase

3 ,rNOTE: ‘The.rules forstandard written :English rcqmrc ‘I‘.h,‘.lt
_Hatin; and.other.non-English Aerms-be jtalicized (or. unclr:r—
_hncd) How:vc: 'the{GRE -and-GMAT word processors:do
~2motzliow you o ,mcorporatczthcsc atributes-or special
,A--dxacnuml ‘marks (as m'ms-d—v:s) Son ]t:avr:-words such
-Lﬁhcsc.as is but: bcm Iht

Avoid colloquialisms (slang and vernacular), Otherwise, instead
-of hitting a home run with your essay, yQur essay will turn out
‘lousy, and vou'll be out or luek and need to snake your 'way in
a bortom-barre] graduatc program. (Did you catch r.hcﬁve

colloguialisms in the preceding scntcncc’) R i
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WRTING STYLE AND MECHANICS

JsiNG THE LanGuace oF Camicat Reasonmng

terson’s R
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- As noted zbove, you need not resort to the obscurc"tcrminology of formal
logic—especially Latin terms such-as “ipso. facto” and “Q.E.D.” However,
in adl likelihood, you'll need to use the more commonly used ones, such as
“argument,” “assumption,” “conclusion,” and possibly “premise” and
“inference”—especially in your Argument essay. Be sure you understand.
what these words mean and that your use of them is idlomatically proper.
Here are definitions for these terms and usage guidelines.

Argument

The process of reasoning from prcrmscs to conclusion.

To descnibezx Jawed argument, use Jdiccuvcs such as wealk, poor, un-
sound, poorly reasoned, dub:ous, poorty supported, and problematic.

To describe a good argument use adjectives such as strong, convine
ing, well reasoned, and well supported,

You don’t “prove an argument”; rather, you “prove an argument (to
be) true.” (However, the word. “prove” implies deduction and should
be used sparingly, if at all, in your Argument ¢ssay.)

Premise
A propositdon helping ro support an argument’s conclusion.

Use the words premise and evidence interchangeabtly to refer to
stated informaticn that is not in dispute,

Assurmnption
Something taken for granted to be true in the argumenc (Strictly
speaking, assumptions are unstated, assumed premises.)

To describe an assumption, use adjectives such as unsupported,
unsubstantiated, and unproven.

To describe a particularly bad assumption, use adjectives such as
unlikely, poor, yuestionable, doubtfid, dubious, and improbable. .

To steengthen an argument, you substantiate an assumption or prove
(or show or demonstrate) that the assumption is true. (However, be

careful in using the word prwe' it is'a strong word that implies
deduction.)

Strictly speaking, an assumption is neither “rrue” nor “false,” neither
“correct” nor "incorrect.” Also, you den’t “prove an assumption,”
Conclusion

A proposition derived by deduction or inference trom the premises ot
an argument

To descrbe o poor conclusion, use adjectives such s indefensible,
wjustified, unsupported, improbabie, wnd week,

Writing Skills for the : 135 | L e e rS OIS CORT
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To describe a pood conclusion. use adjectives such as wellsupported,
lroper, probable, well-justifivd, and strong,

Although vou can “pProve a conclusion” or "provide proof for a
conclusion.” again the worg Proof implies deduction, You're better
off “supponing a conclusion” or “showing that the conclusion is
probable -

Inference ;
The process of deriving from assumed premises (assumptions) cither
4 strict conclusion or 2 conclusion that js 1o some degree probable

You can describe

inference a5 poor, unjustified, improbaple, or
B R .
uniikely. N T

. You can also dcscribc_::_n '_'in.fcrcncc as strong, justified, probable, or
likely. ' ' o

You can “infer thar . .7 but the phrase “Infer a conclusion™ js
awkwarg,

Deduction :
The process of reasoning in which the conclusion follows necessarily
from the premises (Deduction is a specific kind of inference.)

~NOTE: “GRE and GMAT Arp

iinferences and.con clusions
.:So.thcrc‘.s:no'rcason 0 use
your Argument cssay.

€552y’s ideas and how you organize them. In the previous section, you
leamed some Specific suggestions for diction and idiom. Here you'll learn
tips for avoiding, or at least Mminimizing, diction and idiom errors in your
€s5ays.

error:
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&UTING STYLE AND MECHANICS

One Type of Dicdon Error

The best way o :‘mpéde employees 10 improve their productivity is
to alow them to determine for themselves the mose efficient way of
performing their individual job tasks.

{The word Impecde means “to hinder or hamper”; in the context of
this sentence. fmpede should be replaced with a woerd such as impel,
which means “propel or drive.” The test taker might have confused
these two words.)

Another Type of Diction Error .
Unless the department can supply a comparative cost-benefit analysis
for the two alternative courses of-action, [ wowld remain diffident

+ ubout following the department’s recommendation.

(The word difficdent means “relucrant, unwilling, or shy.” A more
appropriate word here would be amébivalent, which means “unde-
cided or indecisive.” Or perhaps the test taker meznt to use the word
indifferent {thereby committing the first cype of diction erroc).

What appear to be diction errors mighwin many instances be mere clerical
(typing) errors. Accordingly, problems with your word choice and usage
will adversely affect your scores only if they are obvious and ocour
frequently.

An idiom is a distinctive (fdiosyncratic) phrase that is either proper or
improper simply based upon whether it has become acceptable over
tme--chrough repeated and common use. Here are two seéntences, each
of which contains an idiomutic prepositional phrase as well 15 another
idiom: _ :

Example—f{rom a Typical Issue Essay

The speaker's contention flies in the face of the empirical evidence

and, in ary event, runs CoOALAry (0 COMUMON SEnse.

Example—(from a Typical Argument Essay

For all we know, last yexr was the only year in which the company
carned a profit, in which case the vice president’s advice might rurn
out especially poor in retrospect. '

lips for Avoiding Diction and Idiom Errors

‘eterson’s M
RE/GMAT Tests

Idioms doen't rely on any particular nules of grammar; hence, they are
fearned over dme by experience. As vou might suspect, the English
lrnguage contains more idiomatic expressions than you can shake a
thesaurus an Moreover, the number of possible diction errors isn’t even
fimited only 0 the number of entdes in a good unabddged English
dicdonary. Adthoueh it is impossible in these pages w provide an adeguate
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Error v CHolce o ADJECTIVE FOR COMPARISONS
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PART 4

diction or idiom review, here are some guidelines to keep vou on the
stright and narrow when i comes 1o these aspects of vour swriting:

* fyou'rethe least bit unsure about the nicaning of a word vouintend to
Lse in vour essay. don't use it Whyv risk committing 1 diction blunder just
toimpress the reader with an erudite vocabulan? (And ifyou're not sure
what “erudite” meuns, cither find out ordon tuse itin VOur essays!)

* If 2 phrase sounds WTong to vour ear, change it until it sounds
correct to vou.

* The fewer words vou use, the less likely you'll commit an error in
diction or idiom. $o when in doubt, go with a relatively brief
phrase that you still think conveys your point.

* If English is your second language, take heart: In evaluating and
sconing your essays, GRE and GMAT readers tike into account
diction or idiom problems only to the extent that those prob]cins
interfere with 2 reader's understanding of your sentence’s intended
meaning. As long as your Wrilng is understandable o your EFL
(Engljsh-asrﬁrst-languagc) friends, you need nort worry.

* If you have ample time before your exam, and you think vour diction
and use of idioms could stand considerable improvement, check for
€rTors in your practice essays by consulting a reputable guide 1o En-
glish usage-—or a trusied professor, colleague, or acquaintance who
has a firm grasp of the conventions of standard wijtien English,

Use adjectives ending in -er and -fer 10 compare fwo things; use adjectives
ending in -est and -fest 1o tompare three ormore things.

Correct ' .

The island of Hawaii is the largest-of the Hawhiian islands.
Correct o _

The island of Hawaii is larger than arny other Hawaiian isiand,

Another way 1o make a comparison is 10 precede the adjective by a word
such as more, less, most, or least. As a rule of thurnb, use this method
when describing longer nouns, but use the -er or -est suffix for short
nouns. Also, be sure 10 use lessfleast 1o compare amounts, but use
Sfewer/fewest 10 compure numbers.

Peterson's W \Wriin & Skills for the
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HRTNG STYLE AND MECHANICS

«proPER UsE of Reriexive PrRoNOUNS L e

Reflexive pronouns include such words us oneself, itself, und themselves.
In general. use retlexive pronouns only when the subject of the sentence
is acting upon itsclf (in other words, when the subject is also the object). <~
Incorrect
Contrzry to popular myth, war heroes rarely earn their status by
acuing as if they themselves are invincibie.
Correct
Contrary to popular myth, war heroes rarcly eam their status by
acting as if they were invincitble,
, Gorrect ...
Contrary to popular myth, war heroes rarely consider themsetves
fnvincible and rarely act as if they were.

RROR' IN PrONOUN-ANTECEDENT AGREEMENT

An gntecedent is simply the noun to which a pronoun refers. Be sure thart
pronouns agree in number (singular or plural) with their antecedents,
. Singular (Correct) '
Studying other artists actually helps a young painter develop bis or
‘ " her own style.

Plural (Correct)
Studying other artists actually helps young painters develop their
own style.

Singuiar pronouns are generally used in referring to antecedents such as
each, either, neither, and one.

Singular (Correct)

The Republican and Democratic parties each seem to prefer criticiz-
ing rhe other’s palicies over making constructive proposals {tself.
Plural (Correct)

The Republican and Democratic parties both seem to prefer criticiz-

ing each orber’s policies over making constructive proposals themn-
seives. .

terson’s W Writing Skills for tbe 1139 j wwiv. petersons.com
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PART 4 e

ERROR IN SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT

A verb should alwavs agree in number—either singular or plural—with its
subject. An intervening clause set off by commax masks 2 subject-verb

-ARreement error. Both sentences below include g singular subject and

therefore call for a sinpular verb (in parentheses),

Incorrect
Improved sonar fechnology, together with less stringent quots,

account for the recent increase in the amount of fish caught by
commercial vessels, (accounts) :

Incorrect .
Grade school instruction in ethical and social values, panicularly the

values of respect and of tolerance, are required for any democracy to
thrive, (is)

Compound subjects (multiple subjects joined by connectors such as the
word and or the word or) can also mask agreement errors. Remember: If
joined by and, a compound subject is usually plural (and takes 1 plura)
verk). But if joined by or, either . . or, or neilber. ., nor, compound
subjects are usually singular,

Plural Subject (Correct)
Raising a child alone and holding down a full-time job reguire good
organizational skills.

Singular Subject (Correct)

Neither his financial patron nor Copernicus himself was expecting
the societal backlash resulting from his denouncing the Earth.
cenrered Prolemaic model of the universe.

lmrzOPER MiIXiNG OF GERUNDS, MNOMINATIVES, AND INFINITIVES

unL peiersons.com

A gerund is a verb tumed into 2 noun by tacking on -ing (by 'the way,
tacking is a gerund). A nominative i5 4 noun phrase that substitutes for a
gerund (the use of is a substitute for using). An infinitive is the plural
form of an action verb, preceded by fo (4s in to go). Avoid mixing gerunds
with either infinitives or nominatives. In the next sentence, use either the
italicized pair or the parenthesized pair: .

To Assert _ o -

(Asserting) that the nation's health-care crisis can be remedied only

by political means would cssentially be 0 ignore (ignoring) the role
of technological innovation.

- Pelgriony W Writing Skills for the
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i some cases, however, it is acceptable to mix forms:

Mixed But Acceptable
Hamessing the power of nature has resulted in our controf over it
rather than our submitiing ro it.

Also Acceptable
Hamessing the power of nacure has resulted in our controlling it
rather than our submitting to it :

Use whichever form most Clearly conveys the intended meaning of the sen-
tence. [n the next sentence, the gerund using obscures the identity of the user:

&

Unclear
Opposition™io using prison labor by private manufacturing companies
began to emerge alongside the burgeoning of the organized laber
movement in the latter part of the nineteenth century. (Replace wusing
with the use of) :

Fautry ParalLELsM—-LISTS -

Sentence elements that are grammarically equal—such as a list of iterns—
should be constructed similarly. Checl all lisés for inconsistent or mixed use of:

* Prepositions (such us in, Wwith, or on)

¢ Gerunds (verbs with an -ing added to the end)
* Infinitives (plural verbs preceded by to)

* Articies (such as g and the)

Correct

Long before the abolition of slavery, many freced indentured servants
were abie fo acquire property, 1o interact with people of other races,
and fo maintain their freedom, :

Correct

Long before the abolition of slavery, many freed indentured servanes
were able o acquire property, interact with people of other maces,
and maintain their freedom.

FAULTY PARALLEUSM~~CORRELATIVES

etersort’s M
RE/GMAT Tests

Also check for faley parallelism wherever you've used correfatives, lere
are the most commonly used correlatives:

» ECither . . or .
* Neither. .  nor. .
« Both . . and .
« Notoaly .. buralsa | .
r—m
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PART ¢

Make sure that the
is i

Here's an cxampie that contyj

Faulty Parallelism
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WEIIING STYLE AND MECHANICS

The Environmental Prorection Agency would be overburdened by s
detecuon snd enforcement duties if it fully implemented (were it to
fully :mplement) 21l of its own reguiations,

Had each nation had its own way durng the course of the negotia-
gons. international relations conld quickly degenerate (could have
qQueckly degenerated) into chaos, thereby threatening humanity’s very |
EUSICNCe. )

DO’S AND DON’TS FOR WRITING STYLE AND

MECHANICS

. . - - -
Finally, review seme of the key points from Par 4. Here are two lists of
00O's and DON'Ts—for writing style and mechanics. To reinforce the ideas
\n1 this lise, earmark the list and refer to it from ume to time as you

practice both writing tasks and as you read my sample essays in Parts 3-8.

Do maintain 1 somewhut formal tone; avoid slang and colloquialisms.
L
i . .
Don'r try to make your point with humor or sarcasmn.
. Do use rhetorical and transitional phrases for persuasiveness and cohesiveness.
Do vary your sentence length.
Do use 2 consistent sentence structure for related ideas, examples, or reasons.
Do stnive for concise writing that avoids undue wordiness, repetition, und
redundancy.
Don’ A i
ONT  try oo hard 1o unpress the readers with your vocabulary or use of
distinctive idioms,
! . .
Don't overuse Latin and other non-English terms.
Do reter o vourself, ar your option.
Do be sure vour references to the source of the sturement or wgument are
appropriate,
; L - T : )
Don'r be overly concermned uhour your grammar, spelling, or punctuation.
- P
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Pari 5

SAMPLE ESSAYS FOR
20 OFFICIAL GRE ISSUES

art 5 contains my responses to 20 of the Issues in the test maker's

official pecl. You cin obtin the entire list of official Issues viz my
v GRE Ann‘.l‘ynca[ Writing Web site (www.west. net/~stewart/grewa).
As you study the responses hf:re in Part 3, keep in mind the following:

* Each essay providesmerely one of many possible viewpoints on
the issue at hand. Keep in mind: there is no single “correct”
perspective on any GRE Issue.

* I did not compose these cssays under timed conditions. Also, [ did
quite a bit of fine-tuning to make them better models for you 1o
study. So don’t be concerned if your essays aren’t as polished as
mine. Be realistic about what you can produce in 45 minutes.

* These essays are intended to provide you with substantive, organi-
zational, and style ideas for composing your GRE Issue essay; but
they are not for copying word-for-word. Be forewarned: GRE
readers will be on the lookout for plapiarism.

!MPORTANT ! I‘rom nmc: to nmc EI'S changcs thc- sc:qucncc
ot'Issucs in its pool; so:be. sure to: cHeck my:’ ‘Online updates
wwwwcsr ncb’-stcwnrt) f'or:thc cum:nrscq_ucncc: Preceding
' cnch' cssny here in.Part 5 :s a bncﬁghmsc [h:lt describes the
Issuf: by tOpzc this dcscnpuon. shoujd help you match the essay
to thc: corrc5pondmg~ Issur: o the- official pool.
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.II Issue No. 4 _
Is Moderation in All Things Poor Advice?

W petersons.com

Should we strive for moderation in all things, as the adage sugpests? |
tend 1o agree with the speaker that worthwhile endeavors sometimes
require. or at least call for, intense focus at the expense of modenution.

The virtoes of moderition are undeniable. Moderttion in all things
affords us the time and energy to sampie more of what life and the world
have 10 offer. In contrast, lack of moderation leads 1o a life our of balance. As
a sociery, we are slowly coming to realize whar many astute psychologists
and medical practitioners have known all along: we are at our best as
humans only when we strike a proper balance between the mind, body, and
spirit. The call for a balanced life is essentally z call for moderation in all
things. -
For instance, while moderate exercise improves our health and sense of
wellbeing, overexercise and intense exercise can cause injury or
psychological burncout, either of which defeatr our purpose by requiring us to
discontinue exercise altogether. Lack of moderation in diet can cause obesity
at one extreme or anorexia at the other, either of which endangers one's
health—and even life. And when it comes to potendally addictive substances—
alcohol, tobacco, and the like—the deleterious effects of overconsumption
are clear enough.

The virtues of moderation apply to work as well. Stress associated with
a high-pressure job increases one's vulnerability to heart disease and other
physical disorders. And overwork can result in psvchological bumout,
thereby jeopardizing one’s job and career. Overwork can even kill, as
demonstrated by the alarmingly high death rate among young Japanese men,
many of whom work 100 or more hours each week. -

Having acknowledged the wisdom of the old adage, I nevertheless
agree that under some circumstances, and for some pecple, abandoning
moderation might be well justified. Consider how many of the world’s great
artistic creations—in the visual arts, music, and even literature—would have,
come 1o fruiion without intense, focused efforts on the part of their
Creators. Creative work necessarily involves a Jarge measure of intense
focus—a single-minded, obsessive pursuit of aesthetic perfection.

Or, consider athletic performance. Admittedly, intensity-can be coun-
terproductive when it results in burnout or injury. Yer who could disagrec
thara great athletic performance necessarily requires great focus and intensity~-
both in preparation and in the performance jtself? In short, when it comes 1o
athletics, moderation breeds mediocrity, while intensity breeds excellence
and victory. Finally, consider the increasingly competitive world of business.
An intense, focused company-wide effort is sometimes needed to ensure 2
company's competitiveness and even survival. This is particularly true in-
today's technology-driven industries where keeping up with the frantic pace
of change is essential for almost any high-tech firm’s survival,
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SAMPLE ESSAYS FOR 20 OFFICIAL GRE ISSUES

[n sum, the old adage amounts to sound advice for most people under
most circumstances. Nevertheless, when it comes to creative accomplishe
ment and to competitive success in areas such as athletics and business, [

© agree with the speaker that abandoning or suspending moderation is often
appropriate, and sometimes necessary, in the interest of achieving
worthwhile goals.

I I " Issue No. 6
- Do People Prefer Constraints on Freedom?

Do people prefer constraints on ahsolute freedom of choice, regardless
bf what they might claim? I believe 50, because in ocder for any democratic
society to thrive, it must strke 2 balance between freedom and order,

History informs us thar. attempts ro quel basic individual frcedoms—of
expression, of opinion and belief, and to come and gO 15 wc

s please—invariably fail. People wtimately rise up 2gainst unreasonable
constraints on freedom of choice. The desire for freedom seems to spring
from cur fundamental nature as human beings. But does this mean that
people would prefer absolute freedom of choice to any consiraints

- whatsoever? No. Reasonable constraints on freedom are needed to protect
freedom—and to prevent a society from devolving into a state of unarchy
where life is short and brutish,

To appreciate “our preference for constriining our own freedom of
choice, one need look no further than the neighborhood playground. Even
without any adult supervision, a group of youngsters at play invariably
establish mutually agreed-upon rules for conduct-—whether or not a sport or
game is involved. Children leamn at an early age thac without any rules for
behavior, the playground bully usually prevails. And short of beating up on
others, bullies enjoy taking prisoners—i.c., restricting the freedom of choice
of others. Thus our preference for constraining our freedom of choice stems
from our desire to protect and preserve that freedom.

Qur preference for constraining our own freedom of choice continuces
into our adult lives. We freely enter into exclusive pair-bonding
relationships; during our rccrfs, Wwe agree 10 “go steady,” then 1s adults, we
voluntanly enter into marriage contracts. Most of us eagerly enter into
exclusive employment relationships—preferring the securicy of steady

. income to the “freedom” of not knowing where our next paycheck will
' come from. Even people who prefer self-employment to job security quickly
tearn that the only way o preserve their “autonomy” is to construin
themselves in terms of their agreements with -clients and customers ind
cspeciully in terms of how they use their time, Admitedly, our selfintlicted
job constraints are hoen brgely of ceonomic necessity. Yet even the
weilthiest individuals usually chovse to constmin their freedom by devorting
nost of their time 1nd attention to o few pet projects,
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Our preference for Constriining our awn freedon of chuice is evident
0n G societn level as well Just as chiidren a4 plavground rt:'c'ognizc: the
need for selfimposed rules and regulations, as socien', we recognize the
same need. Afier all, jn g democratic Socicty, our svstem of laws js in
invention of the f)coplc. For example, we insist on being bound by rules for
operating motor vehicles. for buving and selling both real and personl
property, and for making public statements about other people. Without
these rules, we would live in continual fear for our physical sufety, the
security of our PIOperty, and our personal repuLition and dignity,

In sum, ! agree with the fundamental. assertion that peopie prefer
reasonzble constraints on their freedom of choice. In fact, in 2 democratic
socicty, we insist on imposing these CONSInNNS on ourselves in order to
preserve that freedom,

lll Issue No. 16

Government's Duty to Preserve Cultural Tradition

W pelersons.com

The speaker’s claim s actually threefold: (1) ensuring the survival of
large cities and, in turn, that of cultural traditions, is a proper function of
Eovernment; (2) government Support is needed for our large cities and
cultural traditions to survive and thrive; and (3} cultural traditions are
preserved and generated primarily in our large cities, 1 strongly disagree with

all three claims,

First of all, subsidizing cultural traditions is not a proper role of govern-
ment. Admittedly, certain objectives, such as public health ang safery, are so
essential to the survival of large cities and of nations that government has 2 duty
W ensure that they are mer, However, these objectives should not extend

states or of obbyists with the most money and influence.
Secondly, subsidizing cultaral Iraditions is not a necessary role of

-the povemnmen:. The Medicis, a powerfu) banking family of Renaissance
Italy, supported artists Michelangelo and Raphael. During the twentieth

cenwury, the primary source of cultural support were private foundations
cstablished by industial magnates Curﬁcgic, Melion, Rockefeller, and Gerry.
And tomorrow, cultural support will come from our pew technology and
media moguls—including the likes of Ted Tumer and Bill Gates. In shorr,
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SAMPLE ESSAYS FOR 20 OFFICIAL GRE ISSUES

philanthiropy is alive and well today, and so government necd not intervenc
to ensure that our cultural traditions are preserved and promoted.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the speaker unfairly suggests
that large cities serve as the primasy breeding ground and sancruaries for 2
nation’s cultural tradidons. Today, 2 nation’s disdnct cultural traditions—its
folk art, cratts, rradidonal songs, customs, and ceremonies—burgeon instead
in small towns and rural regions. Admittedly, our cities do serve as our
centers for “high an”; big cities are where we deposit, display, and boast the
world’s preeminent art, architecture, and music. But big-city culture has little
to do anymore with one nation's distinct culturnl taditions. After all, modem
cities are essentially multiquitural stew pots;.accordingly, by assisting large

‘ cities, 1 governgient is actually helping to create 2 globat culrure as well to
subsidize the tradttions of other nations’ cultures.

In the final analysis, gvernment cannot philosophically justify assisting
large cities for the purposé of either promoting or preserving the nation's
cultural traditions; nor is government assistance necessary toward these
ends. Moreover, assisting lacge cities would have little bearing on our distinct
cultural traditions, which abide elsewhere.

II I [ssue No. 21 o
' Our Duty to Disobey Unjust Laws

According to this statement, each person has a dury to not only obey
just laws bur also to disobey unjust ones. In my view, this statement is too
exireme, in two respects. First, it wrongly categorizes any [aw as either just
or unjust; and secondly, it recommends an inetfective and potentially
harmful means of legal reform.

First, whether a law is just or unjust is rarely a straightforward issue.
The faimess of any law depends on one's personal value system. This is
especially true when it comes to personal freedoms. Consider, for example,
the controversial issue of abortion. Individuals with particular religious
beliefs tend to view laws allowing women an abortion choice as unjuse,
while individuals with other value systems might view such laws as just.

The faimess of a law aiso depends on ene's personal interest. or stake,
in the legal issue at hand. After all, in 2 democratic society, the chief function
of laws is to strike a balance among competing interests. Coansider, for ex-
ample, a law that cegulates the toxic «ffluents a cectain factory can emit into
A nearby river. Such ktws are designed chietly o protect public health. Bur
complying with the regulation might be cosly for the company; the tactory
might be forced to lay off emplovees or shut down altogether or increase the
price ol its products to compensate for the cost of compliance. At stike :re
the respective interests of the compuny's owners, employees, and customers
4 well as the opposing interests of the region’s residents whose health and
satery are impacted. [n short, the fiirness of the law is subjective, depending

. . largely on how one’s personal interests are affecred by it,
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PART 5

The second lundamental problem with the sttement s that disobeying
unjust laws often has the opposite ¢ffect of whart was intended or hoped for.
Most anvone would argue, for instance, that our federm) svstem of income
Taxation is unfair in one respect or another. Yet the end result of widespread -
disobedience. in this case tax evasion, is to pepeturte the system.
Free-riders only compel the government to maintain tax rates at high levels
in ordet to ensure adequate revenue for the varous programs in its budget,

Yet another fundamental problem with the statement is thar by
justifving a violation of one sort of law, we find ourseives on a slippery slope
loward sanctioning all types of illegal behavior, including ggregious criminal
conduct. Returming to the abortion ¢xample mentioned above, 2 person
strongly opposed 1o the freedom-of-choice position might maintain that the
ilegal blocking of access 10 an abortion clinic amounts to justifiable
disobedience, However, it is 1 precanously short Jeap from this sort of civil
disobedience 1o physical” confrontations with clinic workers, then t¢ the
infliction -of property damage, then to the bombing of the clinic and
potential murder, ' '

In sum, because the inherent function of our laws is to balance
competing interests, reasonable people with different priorities will always
disagree about the fairness of specific laws. Accordingly, radical action such
as resistance or disobedience is rarely justified merely by one's subjective
viewpoint or personal interesrs. And in any event, disobgdience is never
justifiable when the legal rights or safery of innocent people are jeopardized
4s a result. '

l I Issue No. 25
| 4  What Should Be the Focus of Media? : cme

The speaker asserts that rather than merely highlighting certain
sensationz) events, the media should provide complete coverage of more
imporunt events. While the speaker's assertion has medt from a normative
standpoint, in the fina} analysis, 1 find this assertion indefensible,

Upon first impression, the Speaker’s claim seems quite compelling, for
tWo reasons. First, without the benefiy of 2 complete, unfiltered, and
balanced account of current events, it is impaossible to develop an informed

-and intellipen: opinion abou: important. social and political issues and, in

Turn, o contribute meaningfully to our democratic so&ct}', which relies on

broad participation‘in an ongoing debate about such issues to steer a proper

) course. The end result of our being 2 largely uninformed people is that we

- ... relegate the most important decisions to a handful of legislators, jurists, and
executives who may or may not know what is best for us. .

Second, by focusing on the “sensational"—by which 1 take the speaker
10 mean comparatively shocking, entertaining, and tititlating  events that

-casily carch one'’s a2rtention—the media appeal to our emotions and baser
instincts, rather than to our intellect and reason. Any observan; person could
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et thas. we should all abhor and resist the rend,

However for severa] reasons, I find the media's current trend toward
hightights and the sensational 0 be justifiable. First, the world is becoming
an increasingly eventful place; thus, with each passing year, it becomes 1
more orcrous task for the media to attempt full news coverage. Second, we
are becoming an increasingly busy society, The average person spends 50
percent more time at work now than a generation 280. Since we have far less
time today for news shighlights must often-suffice. Third, the media does in
fact provide full coverage of, important cvenes, anyone can find such

provide; this scenario would be tantamount to thought control on 1 mass
scale and would serve to undermine our free society. However, I am aware
of no evidence of any trend in this dircc;iow To the contrary, in my
observation, the mediz are informing us more fully than ever before; we just
need to seek ourt thar information,

.On balance, then, the speaker's claim is not detensible. In the fing
analysis, the mediz S€Ives its proper funcrion by merely providing what we
in 2 free society demand, Thus, any argument about how the media should
or should not behave—cegardiess of its merits from a nomuitive
standpoint—begs the question.

,_ ' Issue No. 39
. Imaginative Works vs. Factual Accounts

Do imaginative works hold more lasting significance than facrual
accounes, for the reasans the speaker cites? To some extent, the speaker
oversutes fiction’s comparative significance. On balance, however, [ rend to
agrec with the speaker., By rc:cou;ning various dimensions of the human
experence, a fictional work can 4dd meaning to and appreciation of the
times in which the work is ser. Even where a fictional work amounts te pure
fantasy, with no historicat Context. it cun still hold more lasting significance
than a facrual account, Examples from literuture und fiim serve to dlustruce
these points.

I'coneede that most fictionyg works rely on historical settings for plot,
thematic, and character developmen:, By informing us about underlying
political, cconomic, and sacial vonditions, factual accouars provide a frame
of reference needed o understng and appreciute imaginatiyve works. Fuct is
the basis for fiction, and liction IS 10 substitute for face. [ would also concede
that factual accounts are more aceurate” than fictional ones—insotar us they
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PART 5

are more objective, But this does not mean that factual accounts provide a
"more meaningful picture of the human experience,” To the contary, only
imaginative works can bring a histerical period alive—by way of creative
tools such as imagery and peint of view. And. only imaginative works can
provide meaning 1o historical events—through the use of devices such as
symbolism and mctapher,

Several exampies from literature serve (o illustrate this point. Twain's
novels afford us u sense of how nineteenth-century Missouri would have
appeared through the eves of 10-vear-old bovs. Melville's Bill1* Budd gives
the reader cerin insights into what travel on the high seas might have been
like in eaclier centuries, through the eves of a crewman. And the epic pbcms
Beowulf and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight provide glimpses of the
relationships between warriors and their kings in medieval times. Bare facts
about these historical erzs are easily forgertable, whereas creative stories and
portrayals such as the ones mentioned above can be guite memorabie
indeed. In other words, whar truly lasts are our impressions of what life must
have been like in cermin places, at certrin iumes, and under certain
conditions, Only imaginative works can provide such lasting impressions.

Examples of important films underscore the point that creative
accounts of the human experience hold more lasting significance than bare
factual accounts. Consider four of our most memorable and influential films:
Citizen Kane, Schindier’s List, The Wizrard of Oz, and Star Wars. Did
Welles' fictional porrayal of publisher William Randolph Hearst o
Spielberg's fictional portraval of a Jewish sympathizer during the holocaust
provide a more “meaningful picture of hurman -experience” than 2 history
textbook? Did these accounts help give “shape and focus” to reality mare 5o
than newsreels alone could? I so, will these works hold more *lasting
significance” than bare factual accounts of the same persons and events? |
think anyone who has seen these films would answer all three guestions
affirmatively. Or consider The Wizard of Oz and Star Wars. Both films, and
the novels from which they were adapted, are pure fantasy. Yet both teem
with symboligm and metaphor relating to life’s journey, the human spiri,
and our hopes, dreams, and ambitions—in short, the human experience.
Therein lies the reason for their lasting significance.

In sum, without prior factual accounts, fictional works set in historicad
periods lose much of their meaning. Yer only through the exercise of artistic
license can we convey human experience in all ifs dimensions and thereby
fully understand and appreciate life in other times and piaces. And it is
human experience, and not bare facts and figures, that endures in our minds
and souls.
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Issue No. 43

SAMPLE ESSA

YS FOR 20 OFFICIAL GRE ISSUES

at students Must fale —

courses outside thejr major field of study to become “truly cducated,” 4
contrary position would reflect a too-narrow view of higher education apng

its proper objectives.

respect for the viewpoincs of others, Courses in psychology, socidlogy, and
anthropology albserve these ends. “True” education 30 provides insight and
perspective fegarding one’s place in Society and

i1 the fimag to become truly educareq, LAL must strike o proper
balince in one's Cationuj Pursuies, Cc:rtninly, sTu
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l ll Issue No. 47
Pragmatism vs. Idealism

e heltersons.com

- obligation 1o their constituency or ¢Qunury. D:piomauc and Jegal maneuvering

Iapree with the speaker insolir as o practical, pr:lgm:llié ipproach
toward our endeavors can hetp us survive in the shon term. However,
idealism s just a8 crucial—il not more so—for lonp-term success in any
endeavor, whether it be in academics, business, or political and social
reform.

When i1 comes to academics, students who we would consider
pragmatic tend not to pursue an education for its own sake. lnstéad, they
tend 1o cut whatever corners are needed to optimize their grade average and
survive the current academic term. But is this approach the only way to
succeed academically? Cerminiy not. Students who eamestly pursue
intellectuai paths thac truly interest them are more likely 1o come away with
2 meaningful and lasting education. In fact, 2 sense of mission about one's
area of fascination is strong motivation to participate actively in class and to
study earnestly, both of which contribute 1o better grades in that area. Thus,
although the idealist-student might sacrifice a high overall grade average, the
depth of knowledge, academic discipline, and sense of purpose the student
gains will serve that student well later in lfe.

ln considering the business world, it might be more tempting to agree
with the speaker; after all, isn't business fundamentally about pragmatism—
that is, “getting the joby dene™ and paying anention to the “bottom line®?
Emphatically, no. Admittedly, the everyday machinations of business are very
much about meeting mundane short-term goals: deadlines for production,
sales quotas, profit margins, and so forth. Yet underpinning these activities i
the vision of the company's chicf executive—a vision that might extend far
bevond mere profit maximization 1o the ways in which the firm can make
lasting and meaningful conuibution to the community, to the broader
economy, and to the society as a whole. Without @ dream or vision—that is,
without strong idealist leadership—a firm can easily be cast about in the s
of commerce without clear direction, threatening not only the firm's bortom
line but also its very survival.

Finally, when it comes o the political arena, again at first blush, i
might appear that pragmatism is the best, if not the only, wav 1o succeed
Most politicians -seem “driven by “their interest in being elected ang
reelected-—that is, in surviving—rather than by any sense of mission or even

and negotiations often appear intended o meet the -practical needs of the
parties involved—minimizing costs, preserving options, and so forth. But, i
is idealists—nor pragmatists—who sway the masses, incite revolutions, and
make political ideology reality. Consider idealists such as America’s founders.
Mahatma Gandhi, and Manin Luther King. Had these idealists concemet
themselives with shortterm survival and immediate needs rather than wit
their notions of an ideal society, the United States and India might sl &
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British colonies. and African Americans might still e relegated 16 the backs -+
of buses, ' '
In short, the statement fails Lo recognize that idealism—'kr:cping one's
tye on an ultimate prize—is the surest path to long-term Success in any.
endeavor. Meeting one’s immediate needs, while arguably necessary for
short-term survival, accomplishes little withour a sense of mission, z vision,

or z dream for the long term. .

'I - Issue No. 48

Is History Relevant to Our Daily Lives?
s ' The speaker.alleges that studying history is valuable only insofar as it is

everyday lives is limited. ‘To the con » Studying history provides
inspiration, innumerable lessons for living, and userul value-clarification and
perspective—all of which help us decide how to live our fives.

To begin with, leaming about great human achievements of the past
provides inspiration, For example, a.student tnspired by the courage and
tenacity- of history’s great explorers might decide as a result [0 pursue
career in archeology, oceanography, or astronomy. This decision can, in .
turn, profoundly affect that student's everyday life—in school and beyond.
Even for students not inclined {0 pursue these sorts of careers, studying
historical examples of courage in the face of. adversity can provide
motivation to face their own personal fears in life. In short, fearning abour
grand accomplishments of the past can help us ger through the cveryvday
business of living, wharever that business might be, by emboldening us and
lifting our spirits, .

' In addition, mistakes of the PAst can teach us as 1 society how to avoid
repeating  those mistakes. For example, history cun teach us the
inappropriateness of addressing certain socia] issues, particularly moral ones,
on 1 societal jevel. Attempts to legislate morality invadably fail, as aptly
illustrated by the Prohibition ¢xperiment in the U.S, during the [930s.
Hopefully, as a society, we can 2pply this lesson by adopting 1 more
entightened fegislative approach toward such issues as free speech,
criminalization of drug use, criminal justice, and equai rights under the law.

Studying human history can also help us understand and appreciate the
mores, vilues, and ideals of past cultures. A heightened awareness of cultursl
evolution, in rum, helps us tformulate informed and reflective values and
ideals for ourselves. Based on these values and ideuls, students can determine
their authenric tife path as well 25 how they should alloc their time and
interace with others on g day-to<ay basis.

Finally, it mighe be cempring 1o imply from the speaker's ailegation that
studying history has litde relevance even for the munduane chores tha
cccupy so much of our time each day and therefore is of litde valuc,
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However, from histony, we learn nor 1o ke everyday acuvities and things
for granied. By untlerstanding the history of money ad banking, we can
transform an otherwise reutine trip to the bank inte an’ enlightened
CXPETIENCe Or a visit 10 (e grocery store into an homuge 0. the many
inventors, sciensts. engineers, and entrepreneurs of the past who have
made such convenicnce possible today. And, we can fully appreciate our
freedom 1o £ ubour ouwr daily lives largely as we choose only by
undersanding our political herdage. In shon, appreciating history can serve
to elevarte our everyday chores 1o richer, more interesting, and more
enjovable experiences. : .

In sum, the speaker fails X0 recognize that in all our activities and
decisions—from our grandest to our most rote—history can inspire, inform,
guide, and nurture. Ip the final analysis, to study history is to gain the

capacity to be more human—and 1 would be hard-pressed 1o imagine 2
worthier end.

III Issue No. 55 _ _
B8 Has Technology Failed to Help Humanity Progress?

e petersons.com

Have technological innovations of the last Century failed to bring about
trie progress for humanity, as the statement contends? Although 1 agree that
techpology cannor ultimately prevent us from harming onc another, the
statement fails to account for the significant positive impact that the

. modern-industria) and tomputer revolutions have had op the qualiry of |

life—at least in the developed world.

greed. Although furure advances in biochemistry might enable us [£¢]
“engineer away™ those undesitable aspects, in the meantime, it is up to our

. €CODormijsts, diplomats, social reformers, and jurists—nor our scientists and

engincers—to mitigate these problems,
Admittedly, many technological developments during the last century
have helped reduce human suffering. Consider, for instance, tcchnolog}' thar

matnourished people in third-world wountries. And fgw would disagree that
humaniry is the beneficiary of the myriad of twentieth-century innovations in
medicine and medical technology—from prostheses and organ transplants 1o
vaccines and lasers,

Yer for every technological innovation helping to reduce human
suffering is another that has served primarily to 3add to it. For exampie, while.
some might argue that nuclear weapons serve as invaluable “peace-keepers,”

‘this argument flies in the face of the hundreds of thousands of innocent

people murdered and maimed- by atomic blasts. More recenty, the
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increasing use of chemical weapons for human slaughter points our that
socalled “advances” in biochemistry can amount to net losses for humaniry.

Norwithstanding technology’s limitations in preventing war, poverty,
and violence, rwventieth-century technological innovation has enhanced the
overall standard of living and comfort leve! of developed nations. The advent
of steel production and assembly-line manufacturing created countless jobs,
stimulated  ¢conomic growth, and supplied a plethora of innovative
converuences. More recently, computers have helped free up our time by
performing repetitive tasks; have aided in the design of safer and more
anractive bridges, buildings, and vehicles; and have made universal access o
information possible. b L . - - -

v Of coursc,“‘sugh progress has not come without costs. One harmifui
“byproduct of industrial progress is environmental pollution and its threar to
public health. Another is the alienation of assembly-line workers from their
work. And the Internet breeds information overtoad and steals our time and
attention away from family, community, and coworkers. Neverthetess, on
balance, both the modern-industrial and computer revolutions have
improved our standard of living and comfort level; and both constitute
__progress by any measure. ) _ .

In sum, enduring problems such us war, poverty, and violence
ultimately spring from human nature, which no technological innovation
short of genetic engineering can alter. Thus, the statement is correct in this
respect. However, if we define “progress® more narrowly—in terms of
economic standard of living and comfort level—recent technotogical

innovations have indeed brought about clear progress for humaniry.

II Issue No. 66

Are Mistakes Necessary for Discovery and Progress?
' The speaker contends that discovery and progress are made only
through mistakes. I strongly agree with this contention, for rwo re1sons.
First, it accords with our personal experiences. Secondly, history informs us
that on 2 societal level, trial-and-error provides the very foundation fcr
discovery and true progress, ';n,':tII realms of human endeavor.

To begin with, the contention accords with our evervday experience as
humaas trom early childhood through adulthood. As infants, we learn how
to walk by falling doswn again and again. As adolescents, we discaver our
sociul niche and develop self-confidence and ussertiveness, only by way of
the sorts of awkward social encounters chat are part and parcel of
adolescence. Through failed relationships, not only do we discover who we
are and are not compadible with, bur we aso discover ourselves in the
process. And. most of us find the carcer path that suits us only through
trving jobs thut don't,

This same principle ulso applies on a societul level. Consider. for
example, how we progress in our scientitic knowledge. Our scientitic
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method is essentially 2 call for progress throuph trizl and error. Any new
theory must be tested by empitical observation and must withstand riporous
scientific scrutiny. Moreover, the history of theoretical science is essentially
a history of trial and error. One modern example invoives two contrry
theories of physics: wave theory and quantum theory. During the st
quanmercentury, scientists have been strugpling o disprove one or the
other—or to reconcile them. As it tums out, 2 new so~called “string” theory
shows that the quantum and wave theories are mistakes in the sense that
cach one is inadequate to explain the behavior of all matter; yet both
so-called “mistakes”™ were necessary for physics to advance, or progress, to
this ncwer theory. '

The value of trial and error is not limited to the sciences. in government
and politics, progress usually . comes zbout through dissension and
challenge—that is, when people point out the mistakes of those in power, In
fact, without our challenging the mistaken notions of established
instntions, political oppression and tyranny would go unchecked, Similarly,
in the helds of ¢ivil and crimina’ iz~ arists and legisle =<5 ™2 upho * an?
dcfend legal precedent must f'lcc —eatinuai opposit L oo thosr e
question the faimness and relevance of current laws. This ongoing ch:zl]t.ngc
is critical to the vitality and relevance of our system of laws.

In sum, the speaker correctly asserts that it is through mistakes that
discovery and true progress are made. Indeed, our personal growth as
individuals, as well as advances in science, government, and law, depends on
making mistakes.

El issue No. 73

Must We Choose Between Tradition.and Modernization?

Must we choose between tradition and modernization, as the speaker
contends? 1 agree that in cerain cases, the two are mutually exclusive. For
the most part, however, modemization does not reject tradition; in facr., in
many cases, the former can and does embrace the latter.

In the first place, oftentimes, socalled *modernization” is actually an
extension or new iteration of tradition or 2 variation on it. This is especially
true in language and in law. The modern English language, in spite of its
many words that are_urijque tamodern Western cwrure, is derived from, and
builds upon, .2 variety of linguistic traditions-gand ultimately from the

.ancient Greek and Latin lapguages. Were we 10 insist on rejecting traditionsl

in favor.of purely modem language, we would have esseatially nothing o

.-say. Perhaps an even more striking marriage of modernization and tradition
-is our system-of laws in the U.S., which is deeply rooted in English
--common-law principles of equity and justice. Qur system requires that new,

socalled *modem” laws be consistent with, and in fact build upon, thost
principles.
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N okheT arens, moderization departs from tradition in some respects
while cmbracwg it in others. {n the visual ars, for exampte, “modern”
designs. forms, and clements are based on cerain rtmeless aesthetic
ideals—such as Symmeury, balance, and harmony. Modern art that violates
these principles might hoid ephemeral 2ppeal due to its novelty and
brashness, but jts appeal lacks stying power. An even better example from
the arts is modern reck-and-roil music, which upen first listening might seem
to bear no resemblance to classical music traditions. Yet both genres rely on
the same twelve-note scale, the same notions of what harmonies are pleasing
to the ear, the same forms, the same rhythmic meters, and even many of the
same melodies. . S :

{ eoncede thae,.in certain instances, tradition musc vield endrely to the
utilitarian needs of modern life. This is true especially when it comes to
architectural traditions and the vilue of histodc and archeological artifaces. A
building of greart historic value ‘might be located in the only place available to
a hospital desperately needing additional parking area. An old scheol thar is
4 prime example of 2 cemain architectural style might be so stucturally
unsafe that the only pracricable way to r€medy the problem would be o
raze the building ro make way for 2 modem, structurally sound one, And
when it comes to bridges whose structural integrity is paramoust to public
sufety, modernization often requices no less than replacement of the bridge
altogether. However, in other such cases, architecturally epproprizte
retrofits can solve - structuraf problems without sacrificing history aand
tradition, and altemative locations for new buildings and bridges can be
tound in order to preserve the tradition associated with our historic
structures. Thus, even in architecture, tradition and modernization are nor
necessarily mutually exclusive options,

To sum up, in no area of human endeavor need modermnization
supplant, reject, or otherwise exclude tradition. In fact, in our modeen
structures, architecture, and other arr, and especially languages and law,
traditiont is embraced, not shunned.

Issue No. 81
Will Humans Always Be Superior to Machines?

This statement actually consists of o scries of three related claims: (1)
machines are tools of human micds; (2) human minds will always be
superor to machines: and (3) it is because machines are human tools that
human minds will always be superior to machines. While [ concede the first
claim. whether {agree with the other rwo claims depends partly on how one
defines “superiority” 1nd partly on how willing one is to humble oneself to
the unknown future scenanos.

The sttement 15 cleardy accurage nsotar ay machines are tools of
human minds. After all. would any Michine even exist uaiess a human being
invented it? Of course not. Moreover, | would be hard-pressed to think of
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any machine that cannot be described as a tool, Even muchines designed o
entertiin or amuse us—for example, tov robots, cars. video pames, and
novelry llems—are in fact tools, whicl their inventors and promoeters use for
engaging in commerce and the business of entertvinment and amusement.
And the claim that a2 machine can be an ¢nd in-itsell. without purpose or
utilitariian funclion for humans whatsoever. is dubjous at best, since 1 canno
conjure up even a single example of any such machine. Thus, when we
develop any sort of machine, we always have some sort of end in mind-—a
purpose for that machine.
As for the statement’s second claim, in certain respects, machines are
superior. We have devised machines that perform number-crunching and
other rote cerebral tasks with greater accuracy and speed than human minds
ever could. In fact, it is because we can devise machines that are superior in
these respects that we devise them—as our tools—to begin with. However,
if one defines superiority not in terms of competence in performing rote
tasks but rather in other ways, human minds are superior. Machines have no
capacity for independent thought, for making judgments based on normative
considerations, or for developing emotional responses to intellectual
_problems.
Up until now, the noticn of human-made machines that develop the
ability to think on their own and 1o develop so-called “emotional
intellipence™ has been pure fiction. Besides, even in fiction, we humans
uitimately prevail over such machines—as in the cases of Frankenstein's
“monster and Hal, the computer in 2001 A Space Odyssey. Yet it seems
presumptucus to assert with confidence that humans will always maintain
their superior status over their machines. Recent advances in biotechnology,
particularly in the area of human genome research, suggest that within the
rwenty-first century, we'll witness machines that can leamn to think on their,
ow, 10 repzair and nurture themselves, to experience visceral sensations,
and so forth. In other words, machines will soon exhibit the traits 1o which
we humans atigibute our own superiority. .
1n sum, because we devise machines in order that they may serve us, it

is fair to characterize machines as “tools of human minds.” And insofar as
humans have the unique capacity for independent thought, subjective].
judgment, and emotional response, it also-seems fair 1o claim superiority
- - -over our machines. Besides, should we ever become $0 clever a species as o
devise machines that can truly think. for themselvgs and look out for their
.own well-being, then consider whether these machines of the future would
be “machines™ anymore.
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[ssue No. 85
From Whom Do Our Leading Voices. Come?

[ agree with the statement insofar as our leading voices tend to come
from people whose ideas depart from the status que. However, | do naor

igree that what motivates these iconoclasts is a mere desire o be differens

in my view, they are driven primarily by their personal convicuons
Supporung examples zbound in-all areas of hurmai endeavor—inclucing
politics, the arts, and the physical sciences.

When it comes to political power, [ would admit that a deep-seates
psychological need to be noticed or to be different sometimes lies at he
heart of 1 persofi“ssdrive to politicat power and fame. For instance, some
asture presidental historians _have described Clinton as 1 man motivare:d
more by 1 desire to be greag than to accomplish great things. And manv
psychologists attribute Napoleon’s and Mussolini's insatiable lust for powes
© 2 so-called “short-man complex”—a need to be noticed and admired in
spite of one's small physical stature.

Nevertheless, for every leading political voice driven to new ideas bv a
desire to be noticed or to be different, one can cite -many other political
leaders clearly driven instead by the courage of their convictions. {conaclasts
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, for example, secured prominent
places in history by challenging the stamus quo through civil disobedience.
Yet no rezsonable person could doubt that it was the conviction of their
ideas that drove these two leaders to their respective places.

Turning to the arts, mavericks such as Dali, Picasso, and Warhol!, who
departed from established rules of composidon, ultimately emerge as the
leading artists. And our most influential popular musicians are the ones who
are flagrantly “different.” Consider, for example, jazz ‘pioneers Thelonius
Monk and Miles Davis, who broke al the harmonic rules, or folk
musician-poet Bob Dylan, who established a new standard for lyricism. Were
ali these leading vaoices driven simply by a desire to be different? Perhaps,
but my intuition is that creative urges are bom not of ego but rather of some
iniensely personal commitment to an aesthetic ideal.

As for the physical scicncf‘.s. innovation and progress can only result
from chailenging conventional theories—that is, the starus quo. Newton and
Einstein, for example, both refused to blindly accept whar were perceived to
be the rules of physics. As a resuit, both men redetined those rules. Yert it
would be purentty absurd o assert that these owo scientists were driven by 1
mere  desire to conjure up “different” cheories than those of their
CoNIemMpOnines or predecessors. Surely it was  conviction thar their
theores were better that drove these geniuses o their places in history.

To sum up, when one examines history's leading voices, it does ippeudr
that they tvpically bring 1o the world something mdicully different than the
SIITUS Quo. Yet in maosg vases, this sort of iconoclism is a byproduct of
persond coaviction. norg iconaclasm for its own suke.
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El I Issue No. 87 .
; Are War and Crime Products of the Human Condition?

i pelersons . comn

Arc products of human nature such as wir and crime actually products
of the human condition—specifically, tack of resources and territory? The
speaker claims so. 1 strongly disagree, however. Whether we fook at science
and history or simply look around us in our daily lives, we see ample cvidence
that human apgression is the product of our nature as humans—and not of
our circumstances.

First of all, the claim runs contmry to my personal observation about
‘n.dividual behavior—especially when it comes to males. Qne need look no
further than the local school ground or kindergarten playroom ¢ sce the
roots of crime and war. Every school vard has its bully who delights in
tormenting mecker schoolmates; and in every kindergarten classroom, there
is at least one miscreant whose habit is 1o snatch away the favorite toys of -
classmates—purely for the enjoyment of having seized property from
another. And these behaviors are cleariy not for want of resources or
territory. Thus, the only reasonuble explanation is that they are products of
human nature—not of the human condition,

Secondly, the claim flies in the face of what scientists have learned
about genetically determined human traits. Many human traits——not just
physical ones but psychological ones as well—are predetermined at birth,

“And to a great extent, we have inherited our genetic predisposition from our

nonhuman ancestors. One might argue that lower animal species engage in
warlike behavior for the main reason that they must do so 1o protect their
territory or their clan or for food—not because of their nature. Yet, this
point begs the question; for we humans have been genetically programmed,
through the evolutionary process, to behave in similar wavs, In other words,
doing so is simply our nature.

Thirdly, the claim makes little sense in the context of human history. Prior
to the last few centuries, the inhabitable regions of our planet provided ample *
territory and rcsou.fccs—such as food and cultivable land—to accommodate
every human inhabitant, Yet our distant ancestors engaped in war and crime
anyway. What else explaing this, except that it is part of our inherent nature to
engage in aggressive behavior toward other humans? Moreover, if we consider
the various experiments with Mani"'._s,_(_:\grrunu.rnsm, iy becomes cear that the
pure Marxist State in which all terxitory and resources are shared according 1o
the needs of each individual does not work in practice. Every actempt, whether
on the macro or micro level, has failed at the hands of a few demagogues or
despots, who aggress and oppress like playground bullies.

In sum, the author of this statement misundérstands the roots of such.
phenomensz as war and crime. The statement runs conuary 1© my personal
observations of human behavior, to the scientific notions of genetic
predisposition and evolution of species, and to the overwhelming lack of
evidence that providing ample resources 1o people solves these problems.
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I I I Issue No. 97
) The Function and Value of Art and Science

The speaker maintins- that the function of art is o “upset” while the
funcuon of science is to “reassure” and that it is in these functions that the
value of-each lies. [n my view, the speaker unfairly generalizes about the
function and value of art while completely missing the point about the
function and value of science.

Consider first the intent and effect of art. In many cases, artists set
about to reassure, not to upser. Consider Fra Angelico and others monks and
nuns of the late medieval period, who sought primarily through their

.’rcf)rc—scntntions-._of the Madonna and Child to reassure and be reassured
abour the messages of Christian redemption and salvation. Or consider the
paintings of i impressionist nnd realist painters of the late nineteenth cenrury.
Despite the shfarp contrast in the techniques employed by these two schools,
in both genres, we find soothing, genteel, and pastoral themes and
images—certainly nothing to upset the viewer.

In other cases, artists set.about {o upset. For example, the painters and
sculptors of the Renmaissance period, like the artists who preceded them,
approached their art as a form of worship. Yer Renaissance art focuses on
other Christian images and themes—especially those involving the
crucifixion and apocalyptic notions of judgment and damnation—thart are *
Clearly *upsetting” and disconcerting and clearly not reassuring. Or consideér
the works of two important twentieth-century artists; few would argue that
the surrealistic images by Salvadoc Dall or the jarring, splashy murals by
abstract painter Jackson Pollock serve to “upset,” or ar the very least
disquiet, the viewer on a visceral level.

When it comes to the function and value of science, in my view, the
speaker’s assertion is simply wrong. The final objective of science, In my
view, is (0 discover rruths abour our world, our universe, and ourselves.
Sometimes, these discoveries serve [0 reassure, and other times, they serve
to upsct. For example, many would consider reassuring the varous laws anud
principles of physics that provide unifying explanations for what we obser =
in the physmnl Worid Thcsc principles provide a reassuring sense of order,
even mmpl:czr}f to .m othcrw:sc mysterious and perplexing world.

On the: Othcr h:md m:my scientific discoveries have clearly “upset”
conventional, notlona nbout the physical world and the universe. The notions
of a ;-un-(_c-ntercd unlw:rsc that humans evolved from lower primate forms,
and that dme is relative 1o space and motion are all disquieting notions to
anyone whose beliet system depends on contrary assumptions. And morce
recently, researchers have discovered that many behavioral traies are
tunctions of individual neurological brain structure, determined at birth. This
notion s “upset” many  professionals in ficlds such as behavior!
psychotogy. cnminology, mental health, and law, whose work is predicared

—_—
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on the notion that undesirable human behavior can be changed—through
various means of reform and behavior modification.
In sum, the speaker overgenenlizes when it comes to the function and

in other cases 1o upset. In any event. the speaker misstates the tue function
and wvalue of science, which s (0 discover tuths, whether reassuring or
upsetting.

Is it a “"grave mistake” to theorize without data, as the speaker
contends? 1 agree insofar as to theorize hefore collecting sufficient data is to
risk tainting the process of collecting and interpreting further data.
However, in a sense, the speaker begs the question by overlooking the fact
that every theory requires some data to begin with. Moreover, the claim
unfairly ignores equally grave consequences of wailing to theorize until we
obtain too much data.

In one impormaat respect, | agree with the speaker's contention. A
theory conjured up without the benefit of data amounts o little more than
the theorist's hopes and desires—what he or shie wants 1o be true and not be
true. Accerdingly, this theorist will tend to seek out evidence thar supporns
the theory and overlook or avoid evidence that refutes it. One telling
historical example involves theories about the center of the universe.
Understandably, we ego-driven humans would prefer that the universe
revolve around us. Early theories presumed so for tlhis reason, and
subsequent observations that ran conrtrary to this ego-driven theory wert
igﬁ&réa. while the observers were scomed and even vilified.

By theorizing before collecting data, the theorist also runs the risk of
interpreting that data in 2 manner that makes it appezar to lend more
credence to the theory than it actually does. Consider the theory that Earth
is flat. Any person with a clear view of the horizon must agree in all honesty
that the evidence deoes not support the theory. Yet prior to Newtonian
physics, the notion of a spherical Earth was so unsettling to people that they
interpreted the arc-shaped horizon as evidence of a convex, yet nevertheless
*flattish,” Earth, ‘ .

Despite the merits of the speaker's claim, 1*ind it problematic in two
crucial respects. First, comimon sense -informs me that it is impossible 1
theorize in the first place without at least -some data. How can theorizing
without data be dangerous, as the speaker contends, il it is not even
possible? While a theory based purely on fantasy might ultimatcly be bor
cut by empirical cbservation, it is equally possible that it won'. “Thus,
without prior data, a theory is not worth our time or attention,

Secondly, the speaker's claim overlooks the inverse problem: the
danger of continuing 1o acquire data without venturing, a theory based or

|
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availablie—before the problem overwhelms us.
To sum up, ! agree with the speaker insofar as a theory based on no
data is not a theory-but fpere Whimsy and fancy and insofar as by theorizing
v first, we tefe 1o distort the extent to which daa collected thereafrer
SUpports ocur own theory, Nf:vcrthelcss, We put ourselves in equal penl by
mistaking data for knawledge and progress, which require us nor only o

theorize but also o ucy Upon our theories with some useful end in mind.,

l!l Issue No. 114 -
Do a Society’s Heroes Reflect Its Character?

society but rather people whose character society’s members wish they
could emulate bur cannor—for want of characeer, Nevertheless, [ concede
that one particuiar type of hero—rhe sociopolitical hero—~by definition:
micrors the character of the society whose causes the hero champions.
First, consider the sports hero, whom in my observadon sociery
chooses not merely by vimtue of athletic prowess. We consider some

iccomplished athleres herogs becayse they give back to the society that
lionize them. As Mohammed Alj foughr not just for boxing titles buc Mso for
mctad equality, so baseball hero Mark McGuire fights now for disadvanmaged
children, while basketball hero Magic Johnson fights for AIDS ceseacch and
awareness. Yet, do the charicter teaies ang resulting charitable efforts of
spocts heroes retlect similar traigs and efforts among our 'soci:r_v atiarge? No,
they simply reveal thae we admire these traits and efforts in other people and
wish we could emutite them—bye for our own personal failings.

Next consider the militacy hero, who Buns heroic starure by way of
courage in hattle or by othenvise facing certain defear and cmerging victorious,
Cuonsider tormer presidential hopetul john McCuin, whom even his political
opponents Led as a war hero for having noc only endured veurs of torure us
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" one purpose of rirual and <cremony is to preserve cultural identity, at least in
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a prnisoner of war bul also for continuing 1o serve his cauatry werward, Do his

patrictism and metde reveal our socieny’s true charmciers Certainly not. The]

reveal only that we admire his courage. fortitude, and strengeh. _

On the gther hand, consider a third 1ype of hero: the champion of
social causes who inspires and incites society o meaningful political and
socizi ehange, Such luminanies as india‘s Mahatma Gandhi, America's Martin
Luther R’.ing. Seuth Alrica’s Nelson Mandela, and Poland's Lech Lawess come
immediately to mind. This unique brand of hero does reflect. and indeeg
must reflect, the character of the hero’s sociery. After all. it is the function of
the social champion to cill atention te the chamcrer of society, which
having viewed its reflection in the hero is incited 10 act bravely—in
accordance with its collective character.

In sum, } agree with the speaker's claim only with respect to
champions of sociery's social causes. Otherwise, what society deems heroic
reflects instead a- basic and universal human need for paragons—to whom
Wwe can refer as mewphors for the sorts of virtues that for lack of characrer,

The speaker asserts that rituals and ceremonies are needed for any
culture or group of people to retain a strong sense of jdentity. I agree that

modern times. However, this is not their sole purpose; nor are ritual and
ceremony the only means of preserving culmml identry.

I agree with the speaker insofar as one purpose of ritual and ceremony
in today’s world is 1o preserve cultural identity, Native American tribes, for
example, cling tenaciously 1o their traditional ceremonies and rituals, which

typically tell a story abour tribat heritage. The reuson for maintaining these N

ritvals and customs lies largely in the tribes’ 200-year struggle against
assimilation, even extnction, at the hands of European intruders. An

with its own heritage, values, and ideas. Otherwise, the tribe risks Jotl
-assimijation and loss of idcntity. e . v

The lack of meaningful ritual 2nd ceremony in homogenous mainstream
‘Americz .underscores -this imfnt. Other than 2 few grawitous ceremonies
such .as weddings and funerals, we maintain no common rituals to set us

apart from other cultures. The reason for this is that, as a whole, America has

litde culnural identity of s own anymore. Instead. it has become 2

patchwork quilt of many subcultures, such as Native Americans, Hasidic
Jews, Amish, and urban African Americans—each of which resorts to some
outward -demonstration of its distinctiveness in order to establish and
maintain a unique cultural identiry,
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nevertheless engage in their own distinet ricuals and ceremonics? In face, the

initial purpose of ritual and ceremony is rooted not in cultural identity burt

rather superstition and spiriqual belief, The original purpose of a rirual mighr

have been o frighten away evil spirits,. to bring about weather conditions

favorable to bountifuf harvests, or 1o entreat the gods for a successful hunc or

o for victory in battle. Even taday, some primitive cultures engage in ricuals
; primarily for such reasons.

Lh}ough dress and ii}’escyle. Hasidic Jews set themseives apart by their dress,
vocational choices, and dietary'habits. And African Americans distinguish
themselves today by their manner of Speech and gesture. Of course, these
subcultures have their own distinct ways of celebrmating events such as
weddings, coming of 1ge, and so forth. Yet ritual and Ceremoeny are not the

In sum, to prevent total cultural assimilation into our modern-day

cci-cmony. Nevertheless, ritnal and ceremony serve a spiritual funcrion us
well—one that has little 10 do with preventing cultural assimilation.
Moreover, rtuals and’ ceremonies are not the ocnly means of preserving
cultural identity.

II Issue No., 119

Do Worthy Ends Justify Any Means?

The speaker assects that if 3 goal is worthy, then any means of araining
that goal is justifiable. In my view, this extreme position misses the point
entirely. Whether certain means are justifiable in reaching a goal must be
derermined on a case-by-case basis, by weighing the bencfits of arraining the
goal against the costs, or harm, thar might accrue along the way. This applies
¢qually to individua{ goals and 1o societal goals,

Consider the goal of completing a mardthon running race. If I need to

or if { run a high sk of incurring a permanent injury by training cnougly (o
prepare sdequately tor the evenr, then perhaps my goal is aot worth
atouning. Yer of T am g Physically challenged person with the goai of
complenny a highly publicized marathon, risking finuncial hardship or
fong-term injury might he waorthwhile, not only tor my own personad
satisfaction but also or the mspiration thar atcaining che goul would provide
many others.

1
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Or consider the goal of providing bisic food and shelier for an innocent
child. Anvonce would agree that this goal is highly worthyv—considered apan
from the means used 1o achieve it But what if those means involve stealing
from others? Cr what if they involve emploving the child in a sweashop at
the expense of educating the child? Clearly, determining the worthiness of
such goals requires that we confront moral dilemmas, which we cach solve
individuallv—bused on our own conscience, value system, and notions of
fairness and equiny.

On 3 societal jevel, we determine the worthiness of our goals in much
the same way—by weighing competing interests. For instance, any
thoughtful person would agree that reducing air and svater poliution is a
worthy socieul goal;, clean a2ir and water reduce the burden on our
health-care resources and improve the quality of Iife for evervone in sociery.
Yet to atain this goal, would we be justified in foreing entire industries out
of business, thereby running the risk of-economic paralysis and widespread
unemployment? Or consider America’s interventon in lrag's invasion of
Kuwait. Did America's dual interest in a continuing flow of 0il te the West
and in deterring 2 potential threat against the security of the world justify our
committing -resources that could have been used -instead for domestic
social-welfare programs~—or a mytiad of other productive 'purpost:s? Both
issues underscore the fact that the worthiness of a socieral geal cannot be
considered apart from the means and adverse consequences of attaining that
goal. ,
‘ In sum, the speaker begs the question. The worthiness of any goal,
whether it be personal or societal, can be determined only by weighing the
benefits of achievinp the goal against its costs—to us as well as others.
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Pt g art 6 Contains my responses to 20 of the Arguments in the test

5 E‘n:lkcr:_s_gf‘ﬁcial pool. You can obtain the cntire lisc of official
Arguments via my GRE Analytical Writing- Web site -
(ﬁfww.west.ne[/~scew:1rf/g,‘rewn). AS you study the responses here in Part
6, keep in mind the following:

° [ did not compose these €55ays under timed conditions. Also, T did
quite a bit of fine-tuning to make them bertter models for you to
study. So, don’t be concemed if your essays aren't as polished as
mine. Be realistic about what you can produce in 30 minutes,

° In the first pargraph of each essay I've recapitulated the official )
Argument, for vour reference. Keep in mind, however, that the
readers do not expect you to restate the Argument in your essay.

» These essays are intended to provide you with substntive, organi-
zational, and sryle ideas for composing your GRE Argument essay;
buct they are not for copying word-for-word. Be forewarned: GRE
rezders will be on the lockour for plagiarism.

. B s T
. T .

IMPORTANT! From dme to time, ETS changes the sequence:: ;
of Arguments in its podly 50 bé '_sli}éfto Chcd-:mykonb.nc T
updates (www.westnét/;sfeﬁui_f/ﬁfsj'.for the currento-l i Ll
sequence,. Prcccding-cnch.c'ssny_‘h.i:_rc inPart 6isa brief phrase
that describes the Argument's topic; this description showd.” ~
help you martch the essay to the comresponding Argument in:
4 the official poot. o

O
O

PTErson’s & Writing Skills for the
TRE TN Teeer.s

L Retersons.onge




PART 6

EE ARrRGUMENT No. 1

Does Small-town Life Promote Health and Longevity?

WLV L OLeTSORS. Ccom

This newspaper story concludes that living in o smzll town promaotes
health and longevity., The story's author bases this conclusion on i
comparison berween the small 1own of Leeville and nearby: Mason City, a
much larger town. However, cureful scrutiny of the author’s evidence
reveals that it Jends no credible Support to the author’s conclusion,

A threshold problem with the argument is that the author draws a
gencral conclusion about the effect of a town’s size on the health. and
longevity of its residents based only on characteristics of two towns. . The
author provides no evidence that these two towns (or their residents) are
Tepresentative of other towns their size. In other words, this limited sample
simply does not wamant any general conclusions about the effect of 2 town's
size on the health and longe'vir:_v of its residents.

Nexa, the author cites the fact that the incidence of sick leave in

Leeville is Jess than in Mason City. This evidence would lend support 1o the

argument only if the portion of local residents employed by Jocal businesses
were nearly the same in both wowns and valy if the portion of employees
who are local residents were nearly the same in both towns. Moreover, in
relying on this evidence, the author assumes that the portion of sick
emplovees who actually take sick leave is nearly the same in both towns. 1n
short, without showing that the two towns are similar in these ways, the

“author caanot draw any reliable comparnsons about the overail healih of the

wwns' residents—or about the impaet of town size on health.
The zuthor also cites the fact that Mason City has five times as many
physicians per resident than Leeville. However, any number of facrors

'bcgidcs the health of the towns' residents might explain this- disparity. For

example, perhaps Leeville residents choose 1o travel to Mason City for
phvsician visits. Withour raling out such explanations, these physician-
resident ratios prove nothing about the comparative health of Leeville and
Mason City residents—or abour the impact of town size on health.

Finally, the author cites the fact that the average age of Leevilie
residents is higher than that of Mason City residents. However, any number
of factors might explain this disparity. For example, perhaps Leeviile is a
retirement community, while Mason City attracts vounger working people.
For that 'mattcr. perhaps Leeville js eomprised mainly of former Mason City
residents whose Iengeviry is attributable’ chiefly to their former lifestyle in
Mason City. In any event, the author cannot justify the conclusion that this
disparity in average age is due to the difference in size berween the two
towns.

In conclusion, the argument that smalltown living promotes good’
health and longeviey is unpersuasive as it stands. To strengthen the
arpument, wthe author must provide clear evidence that the overll
population of Leevilic, not just employees in Leeville, is healthier than that of
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Mason City. The author must so provide strong evidence that Leeville and
Mason City residents visit local physicians whenever they become sick.
Fimadly, 0 better evaluate the argument, we would nced more information
ibout wiry the average age of Leeville residents exceeds that of Mason Ciry
sesidents,

E! ARGUMENT No. 9

~ Cheating at Groveton College

0 an honor system, the annual number of repacted cheating incidents ar
Groveton College decreased from 30 two 21 and that five years later, the
number was only 14, The ;uchor also cites g survey in which most studeqts
indicated they would: be |ess likely to chear under an honor system than if
they are closely monitored. This argument is unconvinging for several

First and foremosr, the argument relies on the assurnptions that
Groveton students are just as capable of detecting cheating as faculty
monitors and that these students are just as likely to report cheating

to 1 decline in the incidence of cheating at Groveton,

The wuthor's recommendation that other colleges follow Graveton's
example depends on the additional assumpton that Groveton is fypical in
ways relevant (o the incidence of cheating. However, this is not necessanly
the case. For instance, perhaps Groveton students are more or less likely
report cheating, or (g cheat under an honor system, than typical cotlege
students. Lacking evidence thar Groveton smdents are typical in these
respects. the argumeng iy indefensible. '
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Finally, the survey that the author cites might be unreliable in any of
three respects. First, the author fails to assure us that the survey's
respondents are representative of all college students, Second. the survey
results depend on the honesiy and integrity of the respondents. Third,

“hypothetical predictions about one’s future behavior are inherently Jess

reliable than reports of proven behavior. Lacking evidence that the survey is
reliable, the author cannot reasonably rely on the survey in recommending
that other collepes adopt an honor code,

In conclusion, o persuade me that other colleges should adopt an
honor c¢ode in order 10 reduce cheating, the author must supply clear
evidence that cheating at Groveton in fact decreased afier the honor code
was instituled there and that it is this code that was responsible for “the
decrease. Finally, to better assess the usefulness of the survey, 1 would need
specific information about the survey's sampling methodology.

Eg I Arcument No. 14
| A Jazz Club for Monroe

e pelersons.com

This loan applicant cliims that a jazz club in Monroe would be a
profitable venture. To support this claim, the applicant points out that
Monroe has no other jazz clubs. He also cites various other evidence that jazz
is popular among Monroe residents. Careful examination of this supporting
evidence, however, reveals that it lends little credible suppont 6 the

. applicant's claim.

First of all, if the demand for a live jazz club in Monroe were as great as -
the applicant claims, it seems that Monroe would already have one or morc
such clubs. The fact thar the closest jazz club is 65 miles away suggests a lack
of intcrest among Monroe residents in a Jocal jazz club. Since the applicant
has not adequately responded to this concern, his claim thar the proposed
club would be profitable is untenable,

The popularity of Monroe’s annua) jazz festival and of its nighty jazz
radio show might appear to lend support 10 the applicant's claim. However,”
it is entirely possible that "the vast majorry of festival amendees are
out-of-town visitors. Moreover, the author provides no evidence that radio
listeners would be interested in going out to hear live jazz. For that matter,
the radio program might actually pose competition for the C-Note club,
especially considering that the program airs during the evening.

Nor does the mere fact that several well-kno¥n jazz musicians live in
Monroe lend significant ilsuppo'ﬂ: 0 the applicant's claim. It is entirely
possible that these musicians perform elsewhere, perhaps at the club located
65 miles away. This would £0 a long way rtoward explaining why Monroc
does not currendy have a jazz club, and jt would weaken the applicant’s
assertion that the C-Note would be profitable.

Finally, the nationwide study showing that the average jazz fan spends
$1,000 each year on jazz entermninment would lend support to the
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ippucant’s claim only if Monroe residents typify jazz fans nalonaade
However, the 2pplicant provides no credible evidence that this 15N Jlse.
In conclusion, the loan applicant’s argumentr is A0t persuasive, Tg

attend the jazz fesrivat €ich year, g survey showing that fans of Monroe's jazz
fadio program would 80 out to hear live j2zz if they had the chance, and

C-Note if given the opportunity.

" Arcument No- 20 - ot -

. oy
Worker Safety at Alta Nianufa_ctm-ing

This editorial recommends that Alra Manufacturing reduce {ts work
shifts by 1 hour cach in order to reduce its on-the-job accident rate and
thereby increase alry's productivity. To Support this recommendation, the
author points our thye last year, the aumber of accidenrs ar Alta was 30
percent greater than gar Panoply Industries, where work shifts were | hour
shorter. The author also cites certain ¢xperts who believe thar miny
on-the-job accidents are caused by fatigue and sleep deprivation. [ find this
argument unconvincing for severa] reasons,

First and foremost, the duthor provides absolutely no evidence that
overall-worker productivity s attobutable in pirt to the number of on-the-job
dccidents, Although common sense informs me char such 2 relationship
¢Xists, the asurhor mMust provide some evidence of this cause-and-etfecr
relatdonship before . [ €in accept the author's final conclusion thar the

policy. Alta would reduce the numper of such uccidents,

Thirdly, ¢ven Assuming thar Alrg's workers e fatigued or sleep-
deprived and that chis iy the cause of some ot Alta’s on-the-job accidents, in
vrder to dccepr the duthors solurion to this probiem, we must dssume that
Alat's workers wouiq e the additiona| hour of free time 1o sleep or rest,
However, the authar Provides

this manner, It iy cnurely possitye thae Alea’s warkers wouid use thar extrn
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possibility, the author cannot convincingly conclude thal reducing Alw’'s
work shifts by 1 hour would reduce Alta's accident rare. :

Finally, a scries of problems with the argument arise from the s¢ant
statistical information on which jt relics. In comparing the number of
accidents at Alta and Panoply, the author fails to consider that the
per-worker accident rate might reveal that Alta is actually safer than Panoply,
depending on the total number of workers at each company. Second,
perhaps accident rates at the two companies last vear were aberrations, and
during other vears, Alta’s accident rate was no greater, or even Jower, than
Panoply's rate. Or perhaps Panoply is not representative of industrial
companies generally, and other companies with shorter work shifts have
even higher accident rates. In short, since the argument relies on very
limited statistical information, 1 cannot take the author's recommendation
seriously.

In conclusion, the récommendation for emuiating Panoply's work-shift
puiicy it not =2l mrporrsd. To ~onvince me that shorter work shifts would
reduce Alwa's .- -4 aecin a0 omate, the auther - 11t —necide ee
evidence thar work-shift length is responsible for sv.e - Ado. 5 acciGoais.
The author must also supply evidence to support her final conclusion that a
lower accident rate would in fact increase overall worker productiviry.

4
L

Investing in Old Dairy Stock

bunw fretersons.com

This excerpt from an investment newsletter cites a recent study in
which 80 percent of respondents indicated @ desire to reduce their
consumption of high-fat and high-cholesterol foods, then points out that

_food stores are ‘well-stocked with low-fat food products. Based on this
evidence, the newsltetter predicts a significant decline in saies and profits for
Old Dairy (OD), a producer of dairy products high in far and cholesterol, and
advises investors not to own OD stock. I find this advice specious, on several
grounds. :

First, the excerpt fails to assure me that the survey results accurately
reflect the desires of most consumers or. that the results accurately predict
consumer behavior. Without evidence that the respeondents’ desires are
representative of those of the overall population where OD products are_
sold, it is hasty to draw any conclusiohs.abour future fecd-buying habits from
the survey. Moreover, comman sense-informs me that consumers do not
necessarily make food-purchase decisions in sthct accordance with their
expressed -desires. Thus, as it ctands, the statistic that the newsletter cites
amounts 1o scant evidence that OD sales and profits. will decline in the
future.

Sccondly, the fact that Jow-fat foods are in abundant supply in food
stores does not necessarily indicate an increasing demand for low-fat dairy
products or a diminishing demand for high-fat dairv products, Absent
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evidence to the contrary, ivis quite possible that consumers are buying other
fypes of low-fat foods bur are s demanding high fat in their dairy products, -
For that matter, it is entirely possibie that food stores are. well-stocked with
low-fat foods because acrual demand has not met the demand anticipated by
the stores.,

Thirdly, even issuming an indisputable consumer wuend toward
purchasing more low-fat dairy products and fewer high-fat dairy products,
the newsletter concludes too hastily that OD profits will decline as a resule.

general consumer trend. Besides, profit is 2 function of not just revenue but
.:usd cxXpenses..Lechaps oD expenses will decline by a preater amount than
its revenue; if 50, thén OD-profits will increase despite falling revenues,

In sum, without additignat information, prudent investors should refrain
from following the newsigttar's advice. To berter assess the soundness of this
advice, it would be helpful to know the following: (1) the demographic
profile of the survey's respondents, (2) the extent to which consumer desires
regarding food- intake accord with thelr subsequent behavior, (3) the extent
of OD's loyalty among its regular retail customers who might continue o
prefer OD products over low-far products even at higher prices, and (4) the
€xtent to which OD might be able to reduce expenses to offset any revenue
loss resulting from diminishing sales of OD products,

I'_‘ Arcument No, 31

The Best Location for Viva-Tech’s New Plant _

In this memo, che president of Viva-Tech, a high-tech medical
equipment firm, recommends closing its smail assembly plants and
centralizing its operations ar one location—in the city of Grandview, To
support this recommendation, the president points out certain aruactive
demographic features as well a5 the town's willingness to ailow Viva.-Tech to
operate there without paying property taxes for the first three years.
However, careful scrutiny of the evidence reveads that it provides lictle
credible support for the president’s recommendation. .

To begin with, the fact thae Grandview's adult population is larger than
that of 2ny other locule under consideration is scant evidence in itself that
Grandview would be the best location for Viva-Tech. Perhaps Grandview's
adult residents are not skilled to work in the medical equipment industry. Or
perhaps u lurge portion of ity residents are retired, Or, perhaps virtually all of
its residencs are already emploved in jobs that they would be unwilling or
unable 1o leave to work o Viva-Tech. Withour considering and eliminating
these and uther possible reasonsy why Viva-Tech might have difficulty tinding
enough suitable emplovecs in Grandview, the president eannot rely on the
fact thur Grwndview hus a large adule population w bolster the recommen-
dation.
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Furthermore, the fact that the earnings of the average Grandview
worker are comparatively low does not necessarily mean that Viva-Tech
could minimize lubor cosis by emploving Grandview residents, as the

-president suggests. 1t s entirely possible that this jow average wige is

auribuable to a high percemage of jobs requiring low-level skills. This
scenario would be pamicularly likely if a large pontion of Grandview's
workers are teenagers and college students. 1In face, the Jow average wage in
Grandview is further evidence that Grandview residents do not possess the
sorts of high-tech skills that would command a higher wage and that
Viva-Tech might requn—c among IIS workforce. ,

A final probiem with the a;gument ‘involves Grandview’s willingness 1o
forege pavment of prdj’j&:_l_'ry mxc'i‘;' for the first three years. Admittedly, this
evidence lends some measure of support to the recommendation. However,
the president ignores the possibility that other cities under consideration
would be willing to make similar concessions or provide other equally
attractive financial incentives. The president also overlooks the expense of
Property taxes over the longer term. Lacking evidence 1o the contrary, it is
entircly  possible that Grandview's property-tax  rates are  otherwise
comparatively high and that in the longer tecm, Viva-Tech's property-tax
liability would be greater in Grandview than in other Jocales. Until the
president accounts for these two possibilities, | cannot be persuaded that
Grandview is the best location for Viva-Tech from a property-tax standpoint.

In the final analysis, the recommendation of Viva-Tech's president is not
well supported, To strengthen it, the president must provide detaited
demographic evidence showing that a sufficient number of Grandview
residents would be able and willing to work in Viva-Tech's high-tech
environment. A proper evaluation of the recommendation requires more
information about” Grandview's property-tax rates vis-a-vis those of ‘other
locales under consideration and about the willingness of these other
municipalities to provide their own financial or tax incentives to Viva-Tech.

! I ARGUMENT No. 42

" The Relationship Between Snoring and Weight Gain

WL Detersons. com

In this argument, the speaker concludes that any person who snores
should try to eat jess and exercise more thanthe average person. To justify
this conclusion, the speaker points out that many sn8rers awaken frequently

during sleep-—often so briefly that they are unaware that they are awake—in

order to.catch-their breath (a2 condition .called sleep apnea) and as a result
are too tired during normal waking hours to exercise. The speaker also cites
data collected during 2 recent study, suggesting that snorers are more likely

-10 gain sweight than -other people. This argument is flawed in several critical

respects.
First, the speaker provides no assurances that the recently collected
data suggesting a correlation berween snoring and weight gain arc
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is entirely possible that some other medica] condition, or Some other ¢ or

better assess the argument, j¢ would be usefu ¢ know alf (he possible
Causes of snoring ypg of sleep apneq,

,‘ ArGumenT No. 46

In this memontndum, Get-Away Adrline’s personnel direcror Asserts thay
Get-Away mechanics should enpgy in the Quality Cyre Seminar on proper
maintenuance procedurey jp urder o inCreuse Customer satistacrion and, in
UM, profits. The direcenr FErsons thae beeayge the performance o
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auto-racing mechanics improves afier the seminar, so will that of Get-Away's
mechanics. The director's agrgument relies on 2 pumber of dubious
assumpuions and is therefore unconvincing.

First of ali, the argument unfaicly assumes that because the performance
of auto-racing mechanics improves  after the seminar, 50 will the
performance of aircraft mechanics. Common sense tells me that, even
though aircraft and auto mechanics serve similar functions, aircraft repair
and maintenance is far more involved than car repair and maintenance,
Thus. a seminar that improves the performance of auio mechanics will not
necessarily improve that of aircraft mechanics. ' :

Secondly, the argument assumes [h:ll‘thé performance of Get-Away
mechanics is subject 10 improvement. However, it is entirely possible that
their performance level is already very high and that the seminar will afford
litde or no improvement. Perhaps Get-Away’'s mechanics have 2lready
attended a simijar seminat, or perhaps they meet higher standards than the
ones imposed on aute-racing mechanics.

Thirdly, the argument conciudes .from the mere fact that the
performance of auto-racing mechanijcs improved after the seminar that the
serninar was responsibie for this improvement. However, it is possible that
some other factor, such as improved diagnostic technology or more
stringent inspection requirements, was the reason for the improved
performance. Without ruling out these and other such possibilities, I cannot
accept the memo's final conclusion that enrolling in the seminar will
improve the performance of Ger-Away's mechanics as well,

Finally, the argument concludes without adequate evidence that
improved performance on the part of Ger-Away's mechanics will result in
kreater customer satisfaction and therefore greater profuts for Get-Away.,
Admittedly, if 2 jow performance level results in accidents, customer
satisfaction and profits will in all probability decrease. Otherwise, however,
improved mechanic performance will in ali likelihood have no bearing on
customer satisfacgion; in other words, customers are unlikely to be aware of
the level of performance of an aireraft's mechanics unless accidents occur,

In conclusion, the argument is unconvincing as it stands. To strengthen
it, the director must provide more. convincing evidence that the
performance of Ger-Away's mechanics will actually improve as a result of the
seminar-—perhaps-by pointifrg out other zirlines whose mechanics benefited
from the seminar. The direcror mﬁm.,also show a*strong causal nexus
between improved mechanic performance and profit. In order to better
evaluare the argument, 1 would need more information about the cost of the
seminar -compared to its expected benefits and about whart factors other
than the seminar might have been responsible for the improved

. petformance of auto-racing mechanics. ) '
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l‘l " Arcument No. 52
' Learning to Read by Listening to Audiotapes

This editorial concludes that the school board should invest in
ludiocasserties, because [i'srem'ng o audiocassettes makes elemenmary stu-
dents more eager to leam 1nd to read. To support this conclusion, the edi-
tonal cites studies showing the vajye of listening to someone else read,
However, close scrutiny of this ¢vidence and of the editorial's line of reason-
ing reveals thae they provide lictle credible support for the editorial’s conclu-
sion. .

To begin with, the arghment claims thar for a poor reader, the isolation
f reading will provide a general disincentive to do schoolwork. However,
the author provides no evidence to support this claim. It is just a5 possible
thar a child who has difficulty reading might excel at other subjects thar do
not require much rezding, such as mathemarics or music. Besides, this argy..
. ment assumes that leamning to read must be an isolated activity. Expenencs:

informs us, however, that this is not the case, especially for elementar
school students who typically learn to read in a group environment.

The editorial goes-on to cite studies that “attest to the value” o;
wlowing students to hear books read ajoud. However, as it stands, this
evidence is far too vague to support the editorial's conclusion; we are not
informed whether the “value® refates specifically to reading skills. Common
sense tells me that, while audiocassettes can help any person learn facts and
understand conceprs, a skil] such as reading can only be leammed by
practicing the skill itself.

Nor ure sve informed abouc the manner in which books were read
aloud In the study; were they read directly by parents, or were they recorded
on audiocassettés?- Absent ‘additionat information abour the cited studies,
these studies lend no credible Support to the conclusion that audiocassettes
will help elementary school studenrs 0 read and to leam. . '

The editorial continues by claiming that listening to audiocasserres will
make children better readers because when parents read aloud to their
children, these children become better readers. This argument by analogy is
wholly unpersuasive. The latter allows for interaction berween parent wnd
child. while the former dees nor, The latter allows for the child to view
written waords as the parent reads—that is, 10 read—while the former does
not. Besides, common sense and experience tell us thar wudiocasserres,
which provide for passive listening, ure likely to serve us crutches that
dissuade children from active reading—instead of encouraging them to read.

In conclusion, the editorial is unconvineing s it stands. To strengthen
the argument, the editorial's ruthor must provide more compelling evidence
thar bstening o tudiocassertes will actually help and cncounge clemencary
school snidents o read, nort Just 1o leamn in general, In order to beuer

evuluate the argument, we would need more informattion about whether the

1
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the bucterii-killing process. Gulf ovsters will become just as desirable as
Atlantic oysters. To betier 25sess the argument's claim that profits for Gulf
ovster producers will increase as ap end result. 1 would need 1o know
whether Guil ovster producers will incur the expenses involved in Killing the
bacteria and, if so, the extent 1o which these expenses will impinge on the
producers' profis.

g! ArcumienT No. 76

Employee Compensation at National Brush Company

WL, peleryans.com

In this report, the president of National Brush Company (NBC)
concludes that the best way to ensure that NBC will earn a profit next year
is for the company to pay its workers according to the number of brushes
they produce—rather than hourly. To support this conclusion, the president
claims that the new policy will result in the production of more and better
brushes, which in turn will allow NBC to reduce its staff size and operating

" hours, thereby cutting expenses. This argument is fraught with dubious

assumnptions, which render it entircly unconvincing.

First of all, the argument relies on the unsubstantiated asswmption that
the new policy will motivate workers 10 produce brushes more quickly.
Whether this is the case will depend, of course, on the amount earned per
brush and the rate at which workers can produce brushes. 1t will also

. depend on the extent to which NBC workers are content with their current

income level. Lacking evidence that the new policy would result in the
production of more brushes, the president cannot convince me that this
policy would be an effective means to ensure a profit for NBC in the coming
year,

- Even if the new policy does-motivate NBC workers to produce more’
brushes, the president’s argument depends on the additional assumption
that producing brushes more quickly can be accomplished without
sacrificing quaBty. In fact, the president goes further by predicting an’
increase in qha].ity. Yet common sense informs me that if the production
process otherwise remains the same, quicker production is likely to reduce

‘quality——and in any event ceruinly not increase it. And a decline in quality

might serve to diminish the value of NBC's brushes in the markertplace. Thus,
the ultimate result of the new policy. m;gh: be to rcduce NBC's revenue and,
in tum, profics, ]

Even assuming that 'as ‘the -rcsfﬂt of the new policy, NBC's current
workforce produces more brushes without sacrificing quality, reducing the
size -of .the worlkforce and the number of operating hours would serve to
offset those production gains. Admittedly, by keeping the most efficient
employees, NBC would minimize the extent of this offset. Nevertheless, the
president provides no evidence that the result would be a net gain in
production. Without any such evidence, the president's argument that the
new policy will help ensure profitability is highly suspect.
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companng current payroll and other Operating costs with projected costs
] LU under the new Policy—in. order to determine whether NBC is likely ta be
T L PTIP more profitable under the proposed scheme, &

l- i , Arcument No. 80

are generally happy wirh the change. ,

Secondly, the speaker fails- to indicate what portion of HPH customers
order meals calling for cither butter or margarine, Prcsumably. the vast
majority of meals servec| It any pancake restaurant cail for one or the other,
Yet it is entirely possibie that a significant percentage of HPH customers (o
o not order pancakes or prefer fruit or another topping instead, The Bgreater

this percentage, the [egs meaningful any seatistic about the level of customer
sarisfaction among':ﬁl of HPH's Southwestermn Customers as an indicator of
preference fof'.pi.ittcr ‘or' margarine,

Thirdly, ?ﬂie‘: SpPeaker unfairly assumes ‘that HPH customers unhappy
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omits any mention of reports from servers aboul customers who have
complained. Since the anecdotal evidence is one-sided, it is inadequate to
assess ovenall customer satisfaction with the change.

Finally. even if HPH's Southwest customers are happy with the change,
the speaker unfairy assumes that customers in other regrons will respond
similarly 10 it. Perhaps Southwesterners are generally less concerned than
other people about whether they eal margarine or buter. Or, perhaps
Southwesterners actually prefer margarine to butter, in contrast 1o prevailing
tastes elsewhere. Or, perhaps Southwestemers have relatively few choices
wiien it comes 1o pancake restaurznis. ' .

ln sum, the speaker’s argument is weak. To better assess it, I would
need to know (1) how long the change has been in effect in the Southwest,
(2) what percentage of HPH servers and managers have received customer
complaints about the change, and (3) the number of such complaints as 2
percentage of the totl number of HPH -customers who order meals calling
for either burter or margarine. To strengthen the arpument, the speaker must
provide ciear evidence—perhaps by way of a reliable survey—that HPH
customers in other regions are likely o be happy with the change and
continue to patronize HPH after the Change.

I E ArcUMENT No. 88

Advance Ticket Sales for Glenville’s Concerts

" ‘This letter recommends that Glenville feature modern rousic, especiaily
the music of Richerts, at its summer concerts in order to boost advance
ticket sales and aniendance. To support this recommendation, the letter's
author points out that advance-ticket sales have declined over the past few
-vears,- but-unpredictable weather cannot be the reason for the decline
because “many people attended the concerts even in bad weather.,” The
author concludes that choice of music must be the reason for the decline,
then reasons further that since Richerts’ recordings are very popular among
Glenville residents, featuring Richerts' music at the concerts would boost
ticket sales and attendance. I find this argument to be logically unconvincing
in several respects, o )

As a threshold marter, the author unfairly equates the number of ticker
purchasers with the number of tickc:t.g:purchnscd. 'I‘l.m author ignores the
possibility thar the average wnumbt_:r-o_[ﬁ.ﬂckr:ts sold to each purchaser is
increasing, and, as a result, the total number of tickets is not declining—or
C- "~ perhaps even increasing. Thus, the author cannot . convincingly - conclude

that Glenville has a ticker-sale problem in the first place.

Even if the actual number of tickets sold in advance has been declining,
the author concludes too hastily that unpredictable weather cannot be the |
reason for the decline, Perhaps concert attendeces during the past few years
have now learned from their experience with bad concen weather not to
purchase advance tickets again. Besides, the mere fact that “many people”
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7 ancnded coacerts it bad weather proves nothing unless the author <an
show that toal attendance has been lower in bad weather than in good
weather.

Even assuming unpredictable weather js not the reason for the decline
in advance dcker sales, the author falsely assumes that the decline must be
atnbutable to choice of music. This. *either-oc” argument is fallacious in thar
it ignores other possible causes of the decline. For exampie, perhaps during
the last few years, Glenville has begua its promotional efforts unusually late.

Wee e Op perhaps the number of outlets where tickets are available in- advance has
' declined. For that marter, perhaps Glenville's demographics are in flux so
that the torl number of residents willing and able to artend summer
-concerts is declining, CLE - - '
*  Finally, evén #ssuming thac choice of music is the true cavse of the
decline in advance-ticker sales, the author fails o provide adecquarte evidence
that choosing modern music, and Richerts' compositions in particular, will
boost sales and attendance. The author unfairly assumes that people who
purchase recordings are the same group- that would be inclined to attend live
concerts. Lacking evidence thar this is the case, the author cannot convince
me that the proposed course of action will bring abour irs intended result.
. . In sum, the argument is logically_unconvincing as it stands. To
strengthen it, the author must first eseablishh a clear causal refationship
berween the number of people buying advance tickets and actual concert
aendance. The author must aiso provide evidence—perhaps by way of a
reliable survey—thar the “many peopie”™ who have attended the concerts in
bad weather zre likely to do so again despite their experience. The author
must then consider and eliminate all other possible explanations for the
decline. Finally, to better assess the argument, I would need more
informnation about the musical tastes of the Glenville residents who are most
inclined to attend live concerts. ' )

I'-I + ARGUMENT No. 91

Homework Assignments and Academic Performance
The speaker argues that if che state board of education required thar
homework be assigned 1o high school students no more than twice per
week, academic performance would improve. To support this assertion, the
speaker cites 4 statewide survey of math and science teachers. According to
the survey, students in the Marlee district, who ure assigned homework no
more than once per week, achieve better grades and are less likely to cepeat
2 school year than swudents in the Sanlee district, who are assigned
homework every night, Close scrutiny reveals, hawever, that this evidence

provides litde credible support for the speuaker's assertion.
To begin with, the survey appears 0 sutfer trom two  statistical
problems, cither of which renders the survey's resules unrelizhle, First, the

speaker relies on switistics from only two districts; owever, it is catirely
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possible that these two districts are not representative of the state's school -
districts overall, Second, the survey involved only math and science teachers.
Yet the speaker draws 2 broad recommendation for all teachers based on the
survey's results, '

In addition, the speaker's recommendation relies on the assumption
that the amount of homework assigned to students is the only possible
reason for the comparative academic performance berween students in the
two districts. However, in all likelihood, this is simply not the case. Perhaps
Sanlee teachers are stricter praders then Marlee teachers. Or perhaps Sanlee
teachers are Jess effegtiv I refore nles




Sons W
GCMAT Tests

SAMPLE ESSAYS FOR 20 OFFICIAL GRE ARGUMENTS

Uve of the overl! Forsythe Citizenry in terms of tating habits. Withoy-
¢vidence of the survey's reliability, it is impossible to draw any firm
conclusions about the cuerent dietary hapies of Forsythe citizens based on

* Speaker cannot reasonably conclude that the diet of Farsythe's citizens has
become more nutritionaj. :

Finally, even if the dietary changes o which the speaker refers are
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E ! Arcument No. 105

A New President for the Fancy Toy Company

RELT A T P

WAL PEIeTSONS.COMmT

~it,"the ‘manager must show that Pat,"and not some other factor beyond Pat’s

' how long Pat and Rosa have served as presidents of their respective]

In this memo, a manager at Fancy Toy Company recommends replacing
Pat Salvo, the company’s current president, with Rosa Winnings, who is
currently president of Suulight Jewelry. To support this recommendation,
the manager points out that Fancy's profits have declined during the Jast
three guarters under Pat’s leadership, while Starlight's profits have been
increasing dramatically, The manager’s argument is unconvincing for several
reasons. : .

First, the manager's recommendation relies partly on the assumption
that Pat was the cause of Fancy Toy's declining profits. However, this need
not be the case. Perhaps the toy business is seasonal, and the coming guarter
is always the most profitable one. Or perhaps the cost of materials or labor
have increased, and Pat has had no control over these increases. Without
taking into account such possibilities, the manager simply ¢cannot rcasdnab]}'
conclude -that Pat is responsible for Fancy’'s declining profits and that
replacing Pat will therefore enhance Fancy’s profits.

Similarly, the manager’s recommendation assumes that it is Rosa who
has been primarily responsible for Starlight’s profitability. However, the
manager provides no evidence to affirm this assumption. It is enatrely
possible that all jewelry businesses have prospered recently, regardiess of
the abilities of the managers. Or perhaps the costs of precious metals and
other materials have declined in recent vears, thereby leading 1o increased
profits for Starlight. Moreover, perhaps Rosa has only served as president of
Startight for a short while, and it was her predecessor who is to credit for
Suarlight's profitability. Without taking into account these possibilities, the
manager cannot defend the conclusion that it is Rosa who is responsible for
Starlight's increasing profitability.

Finally, thc manager’s recommendation to replace Pat with Rosa rests .
on the poor assumpuon that the rwo businesses are sufficienty similar that
Rosa’s experience and skill in one business will transfer to the other. Even if
Starlight's increasing profitability is attributable to Rosa's leadership, she
might nevertheless be’ unsuccessfal jeading a toy company, depending on
how much experience in the toy business is rcqmrcd to successfully lead
'such a company. = - ° -

In conclusion, the argument 15 unconvmcmg as it stands. To strengthen

contol, is Tesponsible -for Fancy's declining profits. Similarly, the manager
must show that it is Rosa ‘who is primarily responsible for Starlight’s
profitability and that Rosa's abilities will transfer to the toy business. In order
to better evaluate the argument, we would need more information about

companies and whai their tong-term recerdis{or leading Ihtlf respective
companies to profitability.

i
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“ Arcument No. 109
- Bbosting Armchair Video’s Profits

In this memo, the owner of Armchair Video concludes that in order to
boost sagging. profits, Armchair's Stares should eliminate evening operating
hours and should stock only movies that are less than cwo years old, To
support this conclusion, the owner points out that since- Armchair’s!
downtown Marston store implemented these changes, very few customers’
have complained. The owner's drgument relies on several unsubstantiated
wssumptions and is therefore uncenvincing as it stands,

In the first piace, i.n;plgcit in the argument is the assumption that no
other means of boosting profits is available to Armchair, While the owner
fas explicitly ruled out the opuion of raising its renral rates, the awner
ignores other means, such as selling videos or renting and selling compact
discs, candy, and so forth. Without considering such alternatives, the owner
cannot justifiably conclude that the proposed changes are the only ways
Armchair can boost its profits.

A second problem with the rpument is that it assumes thar the
proposed changes would in'fact enhance profits. It is entirely possible that
the {ost revenue from reducing store hours would ourweigh the savings in
reduced operating costs. Perhaps Armchair customers are ateracted to the
stores’ wide selecrion and variety of movies, and Armchair would lose their
patronage should it reduce its inventory. Moreover, common sense informs
me that video rental stores do most of their business during evening hours,
and thercfore, the proposed action would actually result in a further decline
in profits.

Two additional probiems involve the downtown Marston store. Firse,
the owner implicitly assumes thar the store has increased its profits as a
result of eliminating evening operating hours and stocking only newer

TR ' movies. Yet the owner provides no evidence to support this assummption,
One cannot infer from the mere fact that the store's patrons have nor
complained that the store's business, and in rum profirs, have increased as a
result of these changes.

A second problem with Marston is that the owner assumes this store is
representative of Armchair outlers generally. It is entirety possible that, due to
its downtown location, the Marston store attrces a daytime clientele more
interested in new movies, whereas other outlers depend on an evening cli-
entele with different or more diverse rastes in movies. Oc perhaps downtown
Marston lacks competing video stores Or movie theaters, whereas Armchair's
other stores are locared in areas with many competitors. Withour aceounting
for such possibilities. the owner cannot convince me that the profits of other
Armchair outlets would increase by following Marston's example,

In conclusion, the Argument is uncenvincing as it stands. To strengthen
ir, the owner must provide Mrong evidence that the cost suvings of the
proposed course of acrion would outweigh any loss in revenue and that no
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other viable meins of boosting its profits is available to Armchair, To better
evaluate the argument, we would need information enabling us compare
the Marston store's chentele and competition with that of ether Armchair
-stores. We would also need more information about Murston's prdﬂtabiiiq'
before and afier it implemented the new policies.

al ArcUMENT No. 113
A Fitness-Gym Franchise Opportunity

UL, PelersOns.com

This brochure for Power-Lift Gym claims. that by mvcsung in a Power-
Lift franchise, an investor will eam a quick profit. To support this claim, the
brochure cites 2 variety of swatistics about the current popularity of physical
fitness and of Power-Lift Gyms in particular. However, careful scrutiny of this
evidence reveals that it lends no credible support to the claim.

One problem with the brochure's claim involves its reliance on the
bare fact that revenue from last year's sales of health books and magazines
totaled §50 million. This statistic.in itself proves nothing. Health magazines
do not all focus on weightlifting or even physical fitness; it is possible that
very few sales were of those that do. Besides, it is entirely possible that in
previous years, total sales were even higher and that sales are actually
declining. Either scenario, U true, would serve 1o weaken the brochure’s
claim rather than support it.

Another problem with the brochure's claim involves the fact that more
and more consumers are purchasing home gyms. 1t is entirely possible that
consumers are using home gyms as a substitute for commercial gyms and
that the number of Power-Lift memberships will decline as a result. Without
ruling out this possibility, the brochure cannot convince me that a new
Power-Lift franchise would be profitabie. o

A third problem with the brochure's claim involves its reliance on the
fact that 500 Powerlift franchises are now in existence. It is entirely
possible that the market has become saturated and that additional Power-Life
gyms will not be as successful as current ones. Moreover, it is possibie that
the number of competing gyms has also increased in tandem with the
general interest in health. and fitness, Without addressing this supply-and- |
demand issue, the brochure cannot justify its conclusion that a new
Power-Lift franchise would be a sound invesunent.

In conclusion, the brochure is Uipersuasive ad it stands. To strengthea

" its claim thar a2 new Power-Lift francliisc would be profitable, the brochure
should provide stronger evidence that the general interest in physical fitness,

and weightlifting in particular, will continue unabated in the foreseeable
future. The brochure must also provide evidence that home gyms are not
serving as substitutes for commercial gyms. Finally, to better cvaluate the
argument, we would need more information about the extent to which the
fitness-gym market has become saturated, not only by Power-Lift franchises
but by competing gyms as well.
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Arcument No. 122
The Benefits of a New Expressway

st A

VAT Tecis

In this newsletter, the author concludes that in order to promete the
economic heaith of the city's downtown area; voters should approve the

constructicn of an &Xpressway linking downtown to outlying suburbs. To

suppost this conclusion, the author claims thar the expressway would
alleviate shortages. of stock and. materials among downtown businesses and
manufacturers and would artracr: workers from elsewhere in the state,
However, the agument relies o a series of unsubstantiated assumptions,
which render it unceavineing. _ S

¢ Lne first prOtLLQI;II with the argument involves the author's claim chae
the expressway would-help prevent downtown merchants and manufacrur-
ers from experiencing shortages in stock and materials, This claim depends
on three assumptions. Qne assamption is that such z problem exists in the
first place. A second assumption is that the absence of an expressway is the
cause of such shortages: yer common sense tells me that the availability of
these commodirties is prebably the primacysuch fcor, A third assumption is
that stock and marerials would be delivered primarily.via the expressway,
Yet it is entirely possible that these commodities are delivered directly to the
downtown area by other means, such as rail or air transport. Without
substantiating these assumptions, the author cannor justifiably conclude that
the ¢xpressway would help prevent shortages of stock and materials,

Another problem with the irgument invoives the author’s dual chaim
that because of the new cxpressway, workers from elsewhere in the state
will be lured 1o work in this city's downtown area and at the same time will
choose to live in the suburbs. The author provides no evidence that the
existence of an expressway would suffice to entice peopie to work in this
city’s downtown area, Morecver, the author ignores the possibility that
people who might wanr to work in the city's downtown arez would
generally prefer to live in that area as well. In this case, the expressway
would be of no help in attraciing qualified workers to this city’'s downrown
area,

A third problem with the argument is that it unfairly assumes thac the
expressway will resuit in 1 nee influx, rather than outtlow, of workers to the
downtown area. In fact, the cxpressway might make it easier for people who
currently live and work downtown o commute to jobs in other areas or
even relocite their businesses ta outying areas. Either scenario would serve
to undermine the author's claim that the expresswauy would provide 1 boon
to the downtown cconomy.,

Finally, the argument rests on the assumpton that tunds used to buiid
the expressway and (o create jobs for construcrion workers cannot be
applied © some other progam instead—one that would be even more
effective in promoting the hiealth of the downtown economy. Without
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jdentifying and weighing such alternatives, the author cannot delend the

conclusion that voters should approve the expressway project.

In conclusion. the argument is unconvincing as it stands. To streagthen
jt, the zuthor must provide strong evidence that the expressway would help
aligviate shorages of supply and materials among downtown businesses and
manufacturers. The author must also show that the expressway wouild in
fact result in a net influx of workers who would change jobs because of the
availability of the expressway. Finally, to better evaluate the argument, we
would nced more information about possible alternatives to the proposal
and whether any such alternative would be more effective in promoting the
health of the downtown economy. '

—
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lI” Issue No. 11
Personal Failings of Great Achievers

WL EICrSons. com

Are the personal failings of great achievers generally unimportant
compared 1o the individual’s achievements, as the speaker contends? In
some cases, perhaps so. However, in myv view, this contention amounts to an
unfair generalization. The speaker overlooks that personal failings often play
an integral role in the process of achieving great things—either as a catalvst
for it or as part of the process.

Some personal failings can serve as catlysts for great achievement. A
personal failinp can 1est the would-be achiever’s mettie; it might pose a
challenge—necessary resistance that drives the individual 1o achieve despite
the shortcoming. For example, poor academic or job performance can
propel a gifted t:nm:prcncur 10 stann a business, which ultimately becomes
the dominant player in its industry. Or serious illness or injury can spur an
athlete on to atin world-class standing in a particular sport.

Other personal failings are symbiotically connecred with achievement;

that is, a personal failing might be a necessary ingredient or integral part of
the achievement process itself. For instance, artists and musicians often
produce their most creative werks during periods of depression, addiction,
or other distress; indecd, an artwork’s greatness often lies in how it reflects
and reveals the anist’s own failings and {oibles. And in the realms of business
and politics, insensitivity to the lhuman costs of success, which 1 consider to
be a personal failing, has bred many grand achievements. History is replete
with examples—{rom the use of “expendable™ slaves by the ancient
emperors in realizing our world's greatest monuments to the questionable
labor practices of America’s great late nineteenth-centurv industrialists.
-- --Even-personal failings that are unconnected with certzin achievements
lie at the heart of other, unintended ones. Consider, for example, two
modern American presidents: Nixon and Clinton. Nixon's paranoia, which
historians generally agree was his fawal flaw, resulted in the Watergage
scandal—a watershed event in Amercan politics. And more recently,
Clintor’s marital indiscretions and subsequent impeachment prompted 1
national reexamination of the requisites for legitimare political leadership. §-
Were the personal failings of Nixon énd Clinton less “important” than their
achicvements as statesman and social reformer, respectively? Pethaps not.

Adminedly, some types of p’er.sqnal failings pale in imporance to the
individual's achievements. For example, the people who we consider grea
artists, actors, and musicians are often notorious for their poor {inancial and
business judgment. Yet, in our hearts and minds, this sort of failing only
elevates them in greatness. Moreover, other types of persenal failings are, in
my view, patently more important than any achievement. For instance, many
a male sports hero has found his name on a neswspaper's police blotter afie
committing 2 violent crime. In my view, the importance of any viclent crime
ourweighs that of any sports record.
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[n sum, the speaker's contention 1mounts (0 an overstatement. Curren:
and historical events inform us thar personal failingsi aré often part and
parcel of grear achievements. And even where they are not, personat
shortcomings of great achievers often make an important societal impacr of
their own.

Ell Issue No. 20
: ' The Role of Automation inn Our Lives.

In some:respects, humans serve mnch.inc.é, while in other respects,
machines serve us. by enhancipg_our lives. While mechanical automation
may have diminished -otr quality’ of-life, on balance, digital autornation is
doing more to Amprove our lives than to undermine our utonomy.

Consider first mechanical auromation, particularly assembly-line manu-
facturing. With automation came a [oss of pride in and alienation from one's
work. In this sense,. automation both diminished our quality of life and
rendered us slaves o machines in our inability to reverse “progress.”
Admittedly; mechanical automation-spawned entire industries, creating jobs,
stmulating economic growth, and Supplying a plethora of. innovative
conveniences. Nevertheless, the sociological and environmental price of
progress may have outweighed its benefits, :

Without a doubt, digital auromation has brought its own brand of
alienation. Computer autemation, and especially the Internet, breeds
informiation overload and steals our time and attention away from family,
community, and coworkers. In these respects, digital automation tends to
diminish our quality of life and create its-own'legion of human slaves.

However, by relegating repetitive tasks to computers, digital technol-
ogy has spawned grear advances in medicine and physics, helping us to
better understand the world, to0 enhance our health, and 1o prolong our
lives. Digital automation has aiso emancipated architects, artists, designers,
and musicians by opening up creative possibilities and by saving time.
Perhaps most importantly, however, information technology makes possibie
universal access to information, thereby providing a democratizing influence
on our culture. .

In sum, while mechanical automation may have created g society of
staves to modern conveniences and unfulfilling work, digital automation holds
NOrC promise for improving our lives withour enslaving us to the technology.

l l” Issue No. 22
" Government’s Responsibility Regarding the Arts

The speaker here argues that governmenrt must support the urts but at
the same time impose no control aver what art is produced. The implicit
rationale for governmenc intervention in-the urts is that without it, cultural
decline and emsion of our social fabric wil] resul, However, | find no
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empirical evidence to support this argument. which in apy event is
unconvincing in light of more persuasive arpuments that government should
piay no part in ¢ither supporting or restnicting the arts.

First, subsidizing the ams is neither @ proper nor necessany job for
povernment. Although public heaith is generally viewed as critical 1o =
socien’s very survival and therefore an appropriate concern of povernment,
this concern should not extend tenuously to cur cultural “health™ or
well-beinp. A lack of private funding might justifv an exception; in my
observation, however, philanthropy is alive and well today, especially among
the new technology and media moguls.

Secondly, government cannot possibly play an evenhanded role as arts
patron. Inadequate resources call for restictions, priorities, and choices. 1t is
unconscionable to -rcl_cg:itc normative decisions as to which art has “value”
10 a few legislators.and- jurists, wvho may be unenlightened in their notions
about art. Also, legislators are all 100 likely 1o make choices in favor of the
cultural agendas of those Jobbyists with the most money and influence.

Thirdly, restricting artistic expression may in some cases ¢ncroach

. upon the constitutional right of free expression. 1n any case, governmental

restiction may chill creativity, thereby defeating the very purpose of
subsidizing the arts,

in the final analysis, government cannot philosophically or economically
justify its involvement in the arts, either by subsidy or sanction. Responsibilicy
lies with individuals to determine what art has value and to support that art.

i l I I Issue No. 26
Location: Still the Key to Business Success

wuny 1elersons, cont

In retail, or “storefront,” business, location is still a key ingredient-of
business success. The extent 1o which this will continue to be true, given
the inexorable growth of lnternet commerce, will vary among industries.

In more traditional rewil sectors, such as clothing, cosmetics, and home

‘improvement, ag in-person visit to a retail store is often necessary—to try on

ciothes for fit, compare fragrances, or browse among 2 full selection of
textures, colors, and styles. Also, activities such as shopping and dining out
are for many consumers enjoyable expericnces in themselves as well as
excuses 1o get out of the house and mingle with others in their communiry.
Finally, shipping costs for large items such as appliances and home-
improvement items render home sflepping impractigable. Thus, burgeoning
technologics pose no seriqus threat 1o Main Street, and location will
continue to play a pivouwl role in the fate of many remi] businesses.
Nevertheless, technology-related industries are sure to move away from
physical storefronts to virtual ones. Products that can be reduced to digital
“bits and bites,” such as books and magazines, tecordings, and software
applications, are more efficiently distributed elecuonically. Computer
hardware will not disappear from Main Street quite so guickly, though, since
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its physical book nd feel enters into the buying decision, Compurer
superstores should continue to thrive alongside compunies such as Dell,
which does not distribure through retail stores.

In conclusion, consumer demand for convenient location will continye
Wwith respect to certain ungible products, while for other products,
aternative  distriburion Systems will gradually replace the storefront,
rendering location an obsolete issye.

lll * Issue No. 32
' Advertisements as-Reflections of a-Nation’s Ideas. =~ .- .
] In ordetto determine whether advertisements reflect a nation's ideas, it

sportutility vehicles retlects g Societal concern more - for safety- and
machismo than for energy conservation and frugaliry, while 2 plethorm of ads
for inexpensive online brokerage services reflects an optimistic and perhaps
irrationaily exuberant economic outlook, However, a1 mere picture of 2
sacial .more, outlook, or fashion is not an “idea”—it does not answer
questions such as *why” and “how.”

Admittedly, public-interest advertisements do present ideas hetd by
particular segments of society—for example, those of cavironmental and
other public-health interest groups. However, these ads constitute
negligible percentage of all advertisements, and LHC}' do not necessarily
reflect the majority’s view. Consequently, to assert that advertisements

and the creative ideas of advertising firms. Moreover, advertisemenrs ook
very much the same in ay countries, Western and Eastern alike. Does this
suggest thar all narions havc"esscntjally idendcal ideas? Certainly nor.

[n sum, the few trye ideqs we might sce in advertisements are those of
only a few business concerns and interest groups; they tell us littie ubourt the
ideas of a nation 15 1 wheole,

Il” Issue No. 43 - |
The Importance of Studying History

Examining history makes us berter people insofar as it helps us o un-
derstand our waocld, It would seem, therefore, that history would also provide
useltl clues for dealing wirh che same social ills that have plagued socictics
throughout history. On bajance. however, the evidence suggests otherwise.
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Admittedly. history has helped us leam the appropriateness  of
addressing cerain issues. particularly moral ones, on @ socictal level
Attempts to legislate morality invariably fail, as ilustmated by Prohibition in
the 1930s and. moare recently, failed federl lepislation o regulite access 10
adult material via the Internet. We are stowly learning this lesson, as the
recent trend toward iegalization of macijuana for medicinal purposes and the
recognition of equal rights for same-seX panners both demonstrate.

However, the overriding lesson from history about social ills is that they
are here 1o stay. Crime and violence, for example, have troubled almost
every society. All manner of reform, prevention, and punishment have been
tried. Today, the trend appears 10 be away from reform toward a
“tough-on-crime” approach, 1s this because history makes clear that
punishment is the most effective means of eliminating crime? No; rather, the
trend merely reflects current mores, attrudes, and political climate.

Another example jnvolves how we deal 'with the mentally-ill segment of
the population. History reveals that neither guarantine, treatment, nor
accommodation solves the problem, only that each approach comes with its
own trade-offs. Also undermining the assertion that history helps us 10 solve
social problems is the fact that, despite the civil-rights efforts of Martin
Luther King and his progenies, the cultural gap today berween African
Americans and white Americans seems to be widening. It seems that racial
prejudice is a timeless phenomenon.

To sum up, while history can teach us Jessons about our social
problems, more often than not. the Jesson is that there are no panaceas or
prescriptions for solving these problems—only aliernate ways of coping
with them. '

-

II” Issue Mo. 46
Bureaucracy’s Impact in Business and Government

www,pcrersons.com

Conrtrary to the statement’s premise, my view is that businesses are less
jikely than pdvernment 1o estblish large bureavcracies, because businesses
know that they are more vulnerable than govemment o damage resulting
from bureaucratic inefficiencies. My position is well supported by common
sense and by observation. - ‘

First, public administrators lack the financial incentives to avoid
bureaucratic waste. In contrast, inefficiencies in a private corporation will
reduce profits, inflicting .damag‘g:'“In the forn? of job cuts, diminishing
common-stock value, and reducing employee compensation. These are
ample inceatives for the private firm to minimize bureaucratic waste.

Secendly, there is almost ne accounwability among ' government
bureaucrats. The clectorate's voting power is too indirect to motivaie
mid-level administrators, whose salaries and jobs rarely depend on pol.itici]
elections. ln contrast, private cOrporations must pay strict attention 10
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eficiency, since their shareholders hold an immediate power 1o self their
stock, thereby driving down the company’s market vaiye.
Thirdly, governmens s inherently monopolistic, large, and unwicldy;
these fearures breed bureaueracy, Admittedly, some corporations rivad srare
Sovemuments in size. Yer even among the largest companies, the profic
mouve breeds 2 naniea| concern forp trimming waste, cutting Costs, and
' - . stexmlining operations. Even virtual monopolies strive {0 remain lean angd

EEE * lssue No. 53
User-Unfriendly Systems in Today’s Society

cations, where cmerging technologies have the Breatest impact, one secs
increasing user-friendliness, However, in _dchcr systems—public and private
Mikc—incfﬁcicncies, roadlMocks, and other “unfriendly”  fearures still
abound. One such example is the U.S, health-care delivery system.

To a large extenr, the user-unfriendly nature of healch-care delivery

sometimes falsely informed that they are well or cured, just so that the
facility can make room for insured patients.
Meanwhiie, the insurince companies often reject cluims and coverage

insurance company profits at the cXpense of the system'’s user, Moreover,
new  medical technologies thar provide more effecrive dizgnosis and
treitment are often 2ccessible only to the select few who can afford the most
tomprehensive insumnee coverage.

The Lonsequences of these userunrrendly features cun be grave indeed
for the wndividual, since this s¥Stem relates directly 1o g person’s physieal
well-being ang very life, For example. when 2 clujm or coverage is
Wrongiully dented. facking financig) eSoUrces 10 enrorce their rights, an
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health care inaccessible 1 the very individuals who need it most. These
userunfriendly fearures cun be deletcrious on a socictal scale as well. An
unhculthy populace is an unproductive one. Also, increased health-care costs
place an undue burden on bread-winning aduls who feel the squeeze of
caring for aging paremts and for children. Finally, these features foster 2
pervasive distrust of government, big business, and bureaucracy.

In sum. today's “point-and-click™ paradigm inaccurately portrays the
acrual functionality of many systems. including cur health-care delivery
system. which is wellentrenched in sclfinterest and insensitivity to the
needs of its users.

Issur No. 54

Commercial Success of Films and Television Programs

Clearly, most popular films and television shows are superficial and/or
include a cermin amount of violence or obscenity. Just as clearly, popularity
leads to commercial success. But can we conclude that these productions
are overly influenced by commuercial intcrests? Perhaps not, since some
popular films and television shows are neither superficial, obscene, nor
violenl. Closer scrutiny, however, reveals that most such productions
actually support, not disprove, the thesis that commercial interests dictaie
movie and television content.

One would-be threat to the thesis can be found in lower-budget
independent films, which tend to focus more on character development and
topical social issues than on sensationalism. Recently. a few such films have
supplanted Ho]lvwood 5 major studio productions as top box-office hits.

" Does this mean that profit potentia) no longer dictates the content of films?

No, it simplv suggests that the tastes and prefcrcnces of the movie-going
public.are shifting.

A second ostensible threat to the thesis resides in companies such as
Disney, whose productions continue to achieve great popularity and
commercial success, without resort to an appeal to baser interests. Yet it is
because these productions are cormercialty successful that they proliferate,

A third, and the only cogent, challenge to the thesis is found in perennial
elevision favorites such as Nova, a public teievision show that is neither
commerlcially supﬁoﬁcd nor i.n.f}ucnccd However, such shows are more in
the nature-of education than cmcrtamment and ¥or cvery once prograrm like

‘Nova, there are several equally popu.la.r—and highly superficial—programs.

“With few exceptions, then, commercial success of certain films and
elevision shows is no accidental byproduct of populatty; it is the
inientional result of producers' efforts 1o maximize profits. '
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ll l * Issue No. 59
A-1' Business’ Social Duty Regarding Juvenile Crime

people, music and clothing: that H!cgitimizc “gang” sub-culture, and toys
depicting violence all sanction juvenile delinquency. [n such €ascs, perhaps
the business showld be obligated to mitigare its own harmful actions—rfor

example, by sponsoring. community youth organizations or by producing
public-interest ads,

community support, businesses have an ethical duty to give back to the
community—by donuating money, facilities, or services to social programs.
Many successful businesses—such as Mrs. Field's, Ben & Jerry's, and
- Timberland—have embraced this philosophy. But how far should such a
ducy 'cxrcnd, and is it fair tg impose a speciaf duty on businesses o help

and by providing jobs, poods, and services. _
ln the final analysis, while businesses are clearly in 2 position to
influence young ‘people, whether they should help solve juvenile

delinquency is perhaps a decision best left to the collectjve conscience of
cach business.

I'l ~ Issue No. 60 \ |
: Access to Personal Information About Employees
) Determining whether cmployers shouwld have access to personal
information about emplovees requires thar rhe interests of businesses in
ensuring productiviry and stability be weighed against concerns about ¢quity
and privacy interests., My view is that, on balance, employers should have
the right 10 obtain personal information sbout current employees withour
their consent,
Admittedly, prior o hiring 2 job candidace, the firm's interest in
maintuining a stable, productive, und safe workforce well justifies righc of
access o cermain personal information about the candidate, without consent.
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After all, an applicant can easily conceal personal information that” might
adversety affect job performance, thereby damaging the emplover in terms
of low productivity and high tumover. Morcover, an applicant might pose
potential security threat, in tenms of the company’s tride secrets or even the
physical safery of the firm's emplovees. A thorough check of the applicant’s
personal background might revea a potential threat. '

During employment, however, the employee’s interests are far more
compelling than those of the emplover, for three reasons. First, the employer
has every opportunity to monitor ongaing job performance and to replace
workers who fail to meet standards, regardiess of the reason for that failure,
Second, allowing free access 1o personal information about emplovees rmiglt
open the floodgates o discriminatory promotions and salary adjustments.
Current federal laws protecting employees from unfair treatment based on
gender, race, and marital status may not adequately guard against an
employer's searching for an excuse to treat certain cinplovees unfairly.
Third, access 10 personal information without consent raises serious privacy
concerns, especially where muliiple individuals have access to the
informadon. Heightening this concern is the case of access to information
that our burgeoning electronic Intranets make possibie,

In sum, ready access to certain personal informaton about prospective
cmployees is necessary to pratect businesses. However, once hired, an
cmployee’s interest in equitable treatment and privacy far ourweighs the
cmployer’s interest in ensuring a productive and stable workforce.

) il” Issue No. 63 _-
Government Bureaucracy

At first glance, it would seem that increased burcaucracy creates
obstacles berween the citizens and those who govern, thereby sepatating
the rwo groups. Closer examination reveals, however, that in many ways,
government bureaucracy acrually bridges this gap, and that new technolo- _
gies now allow for ways around the gap.

Many government bureaucracies are established as a response to the
needs of the citizenry, In a sense, they manifest a nexus between cirizens
and government, providing a means .of communication and redress for
grievances that would not otherwise be available. For example, does the 1
FDA, by virtue of its ensuring the s:;(t;g\: of our food,and drugs, separate us
from the government? Or does the FHA, by helping to make home
ownership more viable 1o 6rdinary citizens, thereby increase the gap
berween citizens and the government? No, these agencies serve our interests
and enhance the aceessibility of governmen! resources 1o citizens,

Admittedly, agencies such as these are necessary proxies for direct
participation in government, since our societal problems are too large and
complex for individuals to solve. However, technology is coming forward to
bridge some of the larger gaps. For example, we can now communicaie
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diccty with emr begisiators by e-mail, visit our lawmalkers on the Web, ard
Crgage @ elemronic town hall meeungs. In addition, the fact that
Eovernmesk SmeeIucracics. are the largest employers of citizens should net
be overiosime, kn this sense, bureaucracies bridge the gap by enabling more
Citizens e» beoome part of the government.

In e Bt analysis, one can view burcaucracies as surrogates for

Multinational Corporations and Global Homogeneity

Although global homogcnen‘y ‘in- a broader sense may not be as
inexorable as the speaker here sugpests, [ agree that muldinatonal
cerponutions are indeed creating giobal sameness in consumer preferences.
This homogeneity is manifested in two concurrent megatrends: (1) the
embracing of American popular cultyre tirroughour the world and (2) a
synthesis of cultures, as reflected in consumer preferences.

' The first trend is toward Americanization of popular culture throughout
the world. In food and fashion, once a nation’s denizens *fall into the Gap-
Or get 2 raste of a Coke or Big Mac, their preferences are forever
Westernized. The ubiquitous Nike “swoosh,” which nearly every soccer

while Mozart's music, Shakespeare's prose, and Gandhi's ideology.are fargely
lgnored. '

A second megatrend is toward a syathesis of cultures into a
homogenous stew. The popularity of so-called “world music” and of “New

Eastern, Western, and third-world culnures. Perhaps nowhere is the
cultuml-stcw;;‘p_:lr:ldlgm more  striking, and more bland, than at the
intermational food courts oW featured in malls throughout the developed
world. e Lesimee )

thar sarellite communications and the Internet provide,

{n sum, American multinationals have indeed instigated 2 homogeneous
slobal, yer American-style, consumerism—one chat in 4l likelihood will grow
i exrent along wich free-murket capiralism and glolat connectivity,
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l ! ! Issue No. 74
Rule-Breakers: The Most Memorable People

gll Issue No. 79 - .
: ‘&1 “Social Skills as Purchasable Commodities

WAL, PelersOrs.corm

Fowvar

I strongly agree that ruice-breakers are the most memorable people. By
depariing from the status quo, iconoclasts ¢all attention to themselves, some
providing conspicuous mirrors for socicty, others serving as our primary
catalysts Tor propresy. © - - - .

In politics, for example, rule-breakers Mahatma Gandln and Martin
Luther King secured prominent places in history by challenging the status
quo through civil disobedience. Renegades such as Ghenpus Khan, Stalin,
and HHussein broke al the human-rights “rules,” thereby leaving indelible
marks in the historical record. And future generations will probably
remember Nixon and Kennedy more-clearly than Carter or Reagan, by way
of their rule-breaking activities—specifically, Nixon's Watergate debacle and
Kennedy's extramarital trysts.

In the arms, mavericks such as Dali, Picasso, and Warhol, who break
established rules of composition, ultimately emerge as the greatest artists,
while the names of artists with superior technical skills are relegated to the
footnotes of art-history textbooks. Our most influential popular musicians
are the flagrant rule-breakers—for example, bebop musicians such as Charlie
Parker and Thelonius Monk, who broke all the hammonic rules, and folk
musician-poct Bob Dylan, who broke the rules for lyrics.

In the sciences, innovation and progress can only result from
challenging conventional theories—i.e., by breaking rules, Newton and
Einstein, for example. both refused to blindly accept what were perceived at
their tune as cemain “rules” of physics. As a result, both men redefined those
rules. and both men emerged as rwo of the most memorable figures in thc
field of physics. - ’

In conclusion, it appears that the deepest positive and negative
impressions appear on either side of the same iconoclastic coin. Those who
leave the most memorable imprints in history do 50 by challenging norms,
traditions, cherished values, and the general sttus quo—rthat is, by breaking
the rules.

S LAY . L3
This first part of this statement'theans that interpersonal, or social, skills

L . - -
-can be-marketed as partiof a bundle of assets that one might tout 10 2

prospective client, customer, or especially employer. Presumably, the extent

and value of these skills can be gauged by one's previous experience with
-clients and customers or 2t jobs requiring a significant amount of teamwork

and cooperation among workers—as measured by factors such as onc's
tenure in such 2 job and letters of reference from supervisors. While this
claim seems plausible in the abstract, it ignores critical valuation problems.
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' Furthermore, the chaim thac the ability o deal with Peopie exceeds the value.
of all other comemoditics is an evergenenilization, since relative values
depend on particutar circumstances,

The first problem with this Claim is that it is far more difficulc to
quanufy the value of interpersonal skills, or other human qualities, than the
value of commoddities such as coffee or sugar, which can be measured,

valuable. [n other areas, such as research and Ecvciopmcnt, technical skills
and specific knowledge are parimount. Moreover, in some businesses, such
5 mining or oil drilling, the valué of rw materials and capital equipment
might be far more importanr 2 commodify than the social skills, or most

* Issue No. 80

- Our Saving and Borrowing Habits
Whether an individual saves too little or borrows too much depends on
the purpose and extent of cither activity, While dpproprate and prudent in
some circumstances, either can be irresponsible in excess. The ¢vidence
Suggests that, on balance, people today tend to borrow irresponsibly and are
on the brink of saving irresponsibly as well, _ _
Traditionally, saving is viewed as g virtue, while borrowing is !
coansidered a vice. However, just the opposite may be wue under certain
circumstances. Foregoing saving in favor of immediate spending may arc
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lssue No. 84

Informing Customers About Products and Services

" determining what constitutes “complete” information. Admittedly, legistat

-customers promoties various consumer interests but at the same time

[ 1L

unemployment. Borrowing can also be prudent—if the loan is affordable and
applied toward a sound long-term investment. '

Were saving and borrowing limited to thesc typus of scenarios, I would
aver that people today save and borrow responsibly. However, the evidence
suggests atherwise. Americans now purchase on credit far more expensive
automobiles, relative 1o income, than ever before—vehicles that are far more
than what is needed for safe transponation.  Lxcessive credit-card debt,
another type of unjustifiable borrowing, is at record levels, and nising, among
American  houscholds. Does the baby-boomers’ current penchant for
retirement investing compensate for these excesses? Probably not. This
trend is fueled by unrealistic expectations of future rewarns; it -may,
therefore, escalate 1o speculation and, at its height, widespread leveraging—
Le., bommowing. Such speculation is more suited to highly sophisticated
investors who can well afford to lose their entire investment than to average
Americans and their nést eggs. _

In conclusion, while people seem to be saving aggeressively today, their
invesument choices and concornitant high spending and bomrowing levels
call into question the assertion that we are indecd 2 “nation of savers, ™

Requiring businesses to provide complete product information to

imposes burdens on businesses, government, and taxpayers. On balance, the
burdens outweigh the benefits, at Jeast in most cases.
A threshold problem with disclosure requirements is that of

ing disclosure requirements clarifies the duties of business and the rights of
consumers. Yet determining what requirements are fair in all cases is
problematic. Should it suffice to list ingredients, instructions, and intended
uses, or should customers also be informed of precise specifications,
potential risks, and. results of rests measuring a product's effectiveness
Vis-a-vis competing products? - .

A closely related problem js that determining and enforcing disclosure
siandards necessarily involves government regulation, thereby zdding to the
ultimate cost 1o the consumer by Way of higher®taxes. Finally, failure to
comply may result in reghiatory fin€s, a cost that may cither have a chilling
effect on product innovation or be passed on to the customers in the form of
higher prices. Either result operates to the detriment of the consumer, the
very party whom the regulations are designed to protect. .

These burdens must be weighed against the interest in protecting
consumers against fraud, and undue heaith and safety hazards. To assume
that businesses will voluntarily disclose negative product information
ignores the fact that businesses are motivated by profit, not by public
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[n  conclusion, while stringent disclosure requirements may be
ippropriate for certain products, businesses and consumers afjke are
generally berter off without the burdens imposed by requiring  tha
businesses provide complete prhduct information to 4 customers, -

) T

'_ ' _ Issue No. 90 | -
Should Products Be pMade to Last?

consumers themselves sanction.. this ‘Practice, and they- are its ultimate

economy.

to value price pver quality,
Do Jow—qunliry products wasre narumal resources? On balance, probably
not. Admittedly, to the txtent that a2 product WEIrs our sooner, more

clothing, dyes ang inks, and wood substitutes apg composites. Moreover,
many synthetics and composites are now actually safer and more durable
than thejr natura) counccrparts——cspcciauy in the arex of construction

Do Iowcrqunliry products waste human fesources? If by “wasten we
mean “use up bnnecessarily,” the mnswer is no. Many Iowc:r—qunlity products T
are machine-myge 0nes that conserve, nor WASte, human labor—for '
exampie, nlu_gtunc-sxitche&-cr theed clothing and machine-toojed Furnicure,
-Srf(;ri:ovcr. other Machine-made produces are acrually higher in quality than
- Ce- ' their man-mude Lounterpurts, such as those fedquiring 4 precision and
consistency thag only machines ¢an provide. Finuly, many cheaply made
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!I” Issue No. 110
Ethical Standards and Successful Business Leadership

WAL, DELCTSONS.Com

‘obligation per se. However, if we accept these simple notions of business

products are munufactured and assembled by the lower-cost Asian and
Centitl American labor force—a lepion for whom the alternative is
unemplovment and poverty. In these  cases, producing  lower-guality
products does pot “wiste” human resourcest 10 the conteary, it creates
productive jobs.

In the final analvsis, cost-cutting production methods henefit consum-
ers. both in the short term through lower prices and in the jong run by way
of economic viality and increased competition. The claim that producing
low-gquality products wastes naturz! and buman resources is specious at best.

In asserting that the most successful business jeaders are the ones thai
follow the highest ethical.standards, the speaker raises some very complex
questions—about a business leader’s fiduciary duties to the fum's
stakeholders vis-a-vis the leader's social obligations, Ultimately, however, the
answer tums on whether a business leader can recognize when self-interest
alipns with social welfare, as discussed below.

One way to define the success of a business jeader is simply in terms of
the profits (or losses) of the leader’s fum. Proponents of this definition also
tend 1o believe that by maximizing profits, at least within fegal and
regulatery boundaries, 2 business leader fulfills his or her highest. ethical

success and ethics, as many people do, then the speaker's assertion amounts
to a1 meaningless tautology. Besides, a certain contrany view supgests that
both notions rely on overly narrow ideas about business “success” and how
to achieve it. - - : --

According 1o this broader, contrary view, business leaders, by virue of
the power they enjoy, owe certain social obligations to the communiry and
the society that grants them that power in the first place. Such obligations
often po beyonﬁ legal ones and include. among other duties, a duty to°
conduct business in a2 manner that avoids undue risk to the health and-safety
of customers as well as the public at large. In order 10 discharge obligations
such as these, a firm might voluntarily provide cermain product-safety
features or take cermain” pollutioncontrol mecasures—even if it means
foregoing a portion of its profits. Soyme advocares of this contrary view go
cven further—=to. impose on business leaders an affirmative obligation to
protect CONsumers, prcservc:rhc natural environment, promote education,
and otherwise take steps to help alleviate sociery’s problems.

The most successful business leader is the one who not only strikes the
best balance bersveen social obligation and the profit-maxirnization
imperative, but also recognizes and exploits areas where the two objectives
are acmally in accord, -sather--tham—a conilier_For example, a firm's
insensitivity to environmental or safery concerns 'mjght tarnish its_puhlic
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image and ultimately serve to reduce profits—or vice versa, [ndeed, the
increasingly close serutiny of business leaders by medin, Politicians, angd
actvists—as the recent Enron/Anderson accounting scandal apuy ilustrares_
suggests that corporute profits and scruples are more likely to go hand in
hand in the future.

specific knowledge and skiils needed “for most jobs change continuaify.
Workers who neglect o update their knowledge and skills jeopardize nc:

only their jobs and” careers but aiso the Opportunity to conrnbure
meaningfully o society—an Gpportunity that oaly sufficient mastery of one's

bear on those jobs,

Moreover, workers should not limir their career-refated educaton to
course work in their own fields, Mastery of any profession or field requires
some knowledge ubout g variety of others, For example, an anthropologist

computer éngineering is intrinsically tied to other fields, even non-technical
ones such as business, communicacions, and media, Few people can

than the leamers OwWn humanity. Continued Course work in psvchology,
sociclogy, und anthropology helps adult leamers to synthesize their life
cXperences—therehy gaming a4 rcher understanding of themselves and
their place in community and sociery. Courses in political  science,
phiI(Jsophy, thcu!ogy, and natumg sciences help the adult termer £iain tresh
insight  ung perspecrive oa humankind's place in the physical und
metaphvsical waorlds, And no person can became tiuly human withoue
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developing, then nurturing through continued study, an aesthetic apprecia-
tion of literature, the fine ans, and the performing arts.
Thus. even the broadest and degpest_college education is merely 2

. primer for adult life, vocational and otherwise, We should continue to learn

new jobrelated skills and information, in the interest of advancing the
society. But we should also complement those efforts through course work
in the sciences, humanities, and arts. We thereby pain the capacity to
succeed in career, 10 find its purpose and meaning, and o understand and
appreciate life. To gain these capacities is 1o become fully human, which, in
my view, should be gur ultimate end.
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SAMPLE ESSAYS FOR
20 OFFICIAL GMAT ARGUMENTS

crwamwes i - -

art 8 conmins my responses to 20 of the Arguments in the cese
maker’s official pool. You can obuin the entire list of officia
] Arguments vil my GMAT Analytical Writing Web site
v (WMV.VN\E'S?;HCI/~SICW:IH{'2W3). AS you study the responses here in Part 8
keep in mind the fOI.lovir‘mg:

» [-did not co'rnfjos_c these essays under timed conditions. Also, I dic
quite a bit of fine-tuning to make them betrer models for you (o
study. So, don't be concerned if your essays aren’t as polished as
mine. Be realistic about what You can produce in 30 minutes.

[n the first paragraph of each essay I've fecapitulated the officjal
Argument, [or your reference. Keep in mind, however, thar the
readers do not EXpect you to restate the Argument in your ess5ay.

* These essays are intended to provide you with’ substantive, organi-
zational, and style ideas for composing your GMAT Argument €55y

but they are not for copying word-for-word. Be forewarned: GMAT
readers wilt be an the lookourt for plagiarism,

S : o i ainsi e
IMPORTANTT From time to-time; the test maker mi e -

“cHangethe sequence SEALS aents i the official podEsabe -~
sure to'check my onli.r;:ic-u'pdnté's_(mwcsr.ncm—stcw:imﬁ};); -
for the current sequence. Preceding cach essay here mE”.m 8is.
a bref phrase thar describes the Argument's topic; this descrip--
tion should help you match the essay to the corresponding Ar-
gurnent in the official pool. ‘
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PART &

!Il Arcument No. 8 -
Interest in Management Issues Among Workers

LT fretersons.com

According 10 this editorial. the common view of workers as penerily
apathetic about management issues is false. or at least outdated. To supporn
this assertion, the editorial cites 2 recenty published Survey in which 79
percent of the 1,200 workers responding to @ questionnaire indicated great
Interest in corporate-restructuring and benchitsredesipn  issues. Careful
scrutiny of the editorinl reveals numerous potential problems with
it—problems that render its author's position untenable.

A threshold problem is that the editorial neglects to indicate how
recendy the survey was actually conducted. All we knowv is thart the survey
was recently published. The less recent the survey itsel, the less reliable the
results to indicate current interest levels in management issues among
workers, regardiess of when the results were published.

Two more potential problems have to do with the survey's
methodology. First, unless the surveyors sampled a sufficient number of

workers and did so randemly across the entre workforce spectrum, the

survey results-are not reliable to pauge the interests of workers generally,
The number of respondents (1,200) in itself does not ensure representative-
ness. For example, if the sample included only managers, then the results
would no doubt suggest 2 much higher level of interest than the average
Jevel among all workers.

A second possible methodological problem is that of bias. Perhaps
workers who were interested in management issues were more likely than
other workers to respond o the questionndire—paossibly because they found

the questionnaire more interesting, Or perhaps a significant number of

respondents feigned interest in management issues becuuse they believed

they might gain favor with their company by doing so. In either event, the

survey results would be virmually useless in drawing reliable conclusions

about the acrual. level of interest in management issues among workers
generally.

A final problem with the editorial involves the possibility of additional
results from the survey—-results that the editorial neglects to mention. For
example, maybe the questionnaire listed many management issues and the_
results showed keen interest among workers in only the two particular ones
that the editorial mentions. In fact, 'I’er.a,lj we knowathe survey respondents
indicated thar they were completely-apathetic toward all other issues, in
which case the common notion that the editorinl seeks to dispe!l would
appear to be correct after all.

In sum, the editorial has not succeeded in disproving that workers are
apathetic about management issues. To make at least a colorable argument
based on the survey, the cditenal’'s author must show that the survey
respondents as a group accunately reflect the entire worker population in
terms of their interest in management issues gencrallv-—not just the two

e e e — - - — -
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issues listed. To accomplish this, the author must supply derailed
information abourt the survey's methodology—especially about the subject-
selection process, what the subjects were told about the survey, and
whether or not responses were mandartory,

Arcument No. 23 , _
- Dees Einstein High School Require More Funding?

In this speech, a city-council member argues thar a substzntial increase
in funding for Einstein - High School is unnecessary. To support this
<onclusion, the-speaker points out thar today two thirds of Einstein's
graduates g0 on to college, whereas twenty years ago, only one half did so.
From these statistics, the spe’qkdr reasons that Einstein must have grown in
cducatonal effectiveness over that rwenty-year period—-despite the facrt that
the school's funding, adjusted for inflation, has nor increased over thac
period. The speaker’s argument suffers from several rcasoni.ﬁg flaws, which
together render the argument unconvirdcing.

First of all, percentages from only the first and final years of a
twenty-year period hardly suffice to prove a clear trend. One, or perhaps- -
both, of these rwo years might have been unusual in terms of the percentage
of new Einstein graduares proceeding to college. In face, there might be no
clear trend, or the overll trend might be 1 decline in this percentage, Since
the statistics provided are insufficient to show a clear trend, the speaker
cannot reasenably conclude based on them thar Einstein has grown in
educational etfectiveness, ler alone that it does not need additional funding.

Secondly, the speaker’s argument depends on the poor assumption that
improvemenc in educational effectiveness is the only possible explanation
for an increase in the college-matrcniation rare :u'n‘ong new Einstein
graduates. The speaker neglects to consider and rule out other possible
explanations—f{or instance, an influx of new residents for whom college
education is either more affordabie or a higher priority. Without eliminating
other possible reasons for the trend, the speaker cannot convince me that
the rrend is attributable to improved educational cffectiveness or thur
Einstein has in fact improved in this respect,

Thirdly, even if in the past Einstein has grown more effecuve withourt
inflation-adjusted funding increases, it will not necessarily be abie to do so,
or even remain as effective as it is today, in the future. A substancijal funding
increase might now be required for the first time, for any number of possible
feasons. For example, perhaps Einstein's facilities have been deterionuting
and are now considercd dangerousiy unsafe to the point that significant
funding is needed o repair or replace them. Or perhaps a Hurry of new
developments in educational technology have rendered Einstein's teaching
tools obsoiete, even though the same tools have been idequare For the past
TWEnmy veurs. -
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. Finally, the speaker’s argument assumes that college matriculation rates
are the only reliable indicator of a high school's fevel of educational
effectiveness. Yet the mere fact that @ high school student does not proceed
1o coliege does not necessarily meun that the high school was ineffective in
educating that student. Thus, the speaker unfaicly equates “educational
effectiveness™ with collepe-matriculation rates.

in conctusion. the scant statistical evidence provided in the speech fails
to convince me that Einstein can increass, or even maintain, its level of
educational cffectiveness without increased funding. Instead of relving on a
potentially irrelevant statistic from rwo decades ago, the speaker should have
provided Einstein's college-matriculation rates for many consecutive years,
up to the present time. To fully prove her case, the speaker should have also
provided evidence that substantiates her two crucial assumptions: (1) that
college-matriculadon rates depend primarily on a high school's educational
effectiveness and (2) that college-matriculation rates are the best indicator of
thar effectiveness. )

il I Arcument No. 28
Shuttle-Bus Service to Local Subway Stations

www. pelersons.com

This editorial points out that commuter use of the new subway train
has excecded projections, while commuter use of shuttle buses that
transport people to subway stations is below projections. According to the

editonial, in order for.a greater number of commuters e shuttle rather than

drive to the suations, the city must either decrease shurtie fares or raise
parking fees at the stations. For several reasons, this claim is a dubious one at
best. ’

To begin with, the reason for-the unexpectedly low shuttle-bus usage
might have nothing to de with either shutde-bus fares or station-parking
fees. For instance, commuter awareness of the shuttle-bus option might be
growing more slowly .than aisticipated. For that matter, many commuters

‘might be wary. of riding the buses due 10 a recent shuttle-bus accident. -

Without ruling out these and other alternative explanations for the Jow
shuttle-bus usage, the author cannot reasonably conclude that adjusting
shurtle fares or station-parking fees will have any effect on that usage.

Admirting for the sake of argument-that shuttre-bus fares and/or parking
fees are responsible for the lower-than-expecied shutile-bus usage, the
edirorial ‘nevertheless overiooks ot'l‘rcr\w_ays (besidgs adjusting shuttie fares
-or.parking fees) to increase shuttie-bus usage. For example, if the shutties
ran more frequently, perhaps more people could, and would, use the buses
instead of driving. Or perhaps larger or more comfortable shurttles would
achicve the same result. In short, unless the editorial’s author explores and
climinates.all-other options, I remain unconvinced that the only way for the
city to amzin the stated objective is 10 either decrease shutile fares er
increase parking [ees.

214 Peterson’s W Writing Skills for the
GRE/GMAT Tests




SAMPLE ESSAYS FOR 20 OFFICIAL GMAT ARGUMENTS

Along a similar vein, the editoral neglects 1o acknowledge extrinsic
conditions. beyond the trnsit system's control, that might impact
shutle-bus usage. Such conditions might include local demographic shifts,
gasoline prices, and road- or highway-construction projects. Should
conditions such as these change so thar raking shuttle buses to subway
stations instead of driving to them becomes more atraciive, then the
proposed fee adjustments might not be needed to see an increase- iny.
shuttle-bus usage.

Finally, the editordal implies that lowering shurtle fares and/or rusing
parking fecs,ivomd in fact help: change the behavior of commuters who
currently drive'to the stadons."However, the editorial provides no evidence
o support this implication. In face, for wll we are wold, these commurters can
casily afford high faces and fees, and some other factor—such as rorat
commuiing time—is the only read concem imong these commuters. If so,
then the editoral's proposed course of action might very will be totaly
. ) ineffecrual, -

In the final analysis, the editorial fails to make a convincing case har
the proposed fare or fee adjustments are either necessary or sufficient o
modify commuter behavior in the desired way. To strengthen her case, the
editorial's author must supply good evidence that commuiers have a realistic
choice bersveen driving and shuttling to the stations and thar their choice is
based' on how shuutlebus fares compare to parking fees—rmther than on
some other factor. A reliable survey of local subway commuters might serve
this purpose.

Arcument No. 37

Why Has a Foreign-Made Copy of Métorcycle X Failed to

Attract Buyers?

The author of :his anticle first points out that a certain foreign compuny
has failed to artracr customers of Motorcycle X, a2 long-established American
motorcycle, with its copy of X. The author then attempts o refute the
assertion that the copy’s failure is due to the fact thar its engine is not as
noisy 1s X's engine, To refute the assertion, the author simply cites owo facrs:
(1) foreign cars are generally quieter than, but sell just 2s well as, Amercan
cars; and (2) television ads for X focus on ics ippearance while the viewer

“listens o rock music, not X's engine noise. Unfortunazely, these faces
accomplish little towurd refuting che assertion that che €opY's comparatively
quict engine is the reason for the €opy's filure o attrace Motorcycle X
customers,

Wirh respect to the first of the rwo facts, the author attempes here to
drssv witat might amount to 2 false unalogy berween car buyers und
motorcycle buyers. The former group might generully prefer quier engines,
while the larer prefer noisy ones. Bven if the WO groups are largely the

- sme. the same person might very well prefer different features, such as «
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guiet engine. in 2 car than in a2 motorcycle. In either event, it would be
unreasonable to dmw any conclusions about why people choose one
rootgrevele over another based on sales of quiet cars vis-a-vis noisier ones.

As for the second fuct—about the television ads—the author seems to
assume that a signihcant portion of people who might be interested in
buving motorcycles waich the ads enough times to be influenced by them.
While this mipht be the case, the author must provide clear evidence to
subsuntiate this assumption, Otherwise, ] cannot accept the author's
inference that the ads bave any bearing whatsocver on  consumer
motorcycie-buying decisions. '

In citing the ads, the author also seems to assume that X's visual
features, which the ads tout, actually influence motorcycle-buying decisions
of people viewing the ads. Yet it is entirely possible that these peopie don't
like or don't care about X's appearance but that the ad's raucous music
rerainds them of Mowreycle X's most appealing feature—its noisy engine.
The fact that X has been manufacrured for more than seventy years strongly
suggests that people are already familiar with the sound of X's engine and

" therefore that the ads might serve to remind them of that sound.

In conclusion, the auther has not provided convincing reasons to reject
the assertion that the foreipn-made copy's failure to attract X customers is
due to its comparatively guiet engine. To bolster his position, instead of
relving on potentially irrelevant statistics abour car sales, the author should
provide becer evidence-—perhaps in the form of worldwide survey

~results—that motorcycie buyers have rejected the foreipn copy for reasons

having nothing to do with engine neise. To further belster his pesition, the
author might look for a reliable television,viewer survey showing that the
ads for Motorcycle X entice potential buyers primarily because of the ads’

- focus on thc bike’s visual fcaturcs—or for Othcr reasons having nothmq to
do with cngm: noise.

Should the Postal Service Raise Postage-Stamp Prices?

g fretersons. com

The author of this opinion article claims that raising postage-stamp
prices would increase the postal servide's revenue while decreasing its mail
volume, both of which in turn the author claims would eliminate strain op
the postl system and improve monﬂc among posul workers. Based on these
claims, the anthor rt:cornmends msmg stamp prices'in order to reverse what
the author calls “dctcnoratlon of the postal service, This argument depends
on 2 series of four cause-and-effect relationships, none of which the article's
author has established. Thus, T find the argument wholly unpersuasive.

First of all, raising stamp prices - would not necessarily result in a net
increase in revenue. If the price raise results in a decrease in mail volume, as
the article claims it would, then revenue lost due to decreased volurne might
exceed revenue gained by selling stamps at hlght:r pri€es. With less revenue,

—
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it would seem less likely that the posual service could take steps to improve

morale or reduce system strain, let alone eliminate it—especially if those

steps require addirional expenses.

. Secondly, 2 net increase in revenue would noc necessarily eliminate, or
even reduce, system strain or improve morale. The service would actually
need to apply the additional revenue toward these ends—for example, by
umproving system cfficiency or enhancing employce benefits. Otherwise;

oL any reductiaq, in strain or improvement in morale could not be attributed to.

Coreorel e an increase in ner revenue, :

L Thirdly, even if the service applies additional nect revenue roward
climinating. strain and “improving morale, the sort _of means Pve just
described might very well not suffice to achieve those objectives. It mighr ==
impossible to fully eljminntc'system strain, no matter h_ow much monev s
invested in attempring to do so. And morale problems might be duc to tn=
current social or political climare throughout the country, in which case 1-»
postal service would be powerless to improve morale regardless of how
much money is at its disposal.

Finally, the deterioration to which the author refers might very well
involve more than system strain and employee morale. If so, then eliminating
= oo o= these’two problems might not suffice to reverse the deterioration.

To recapitulate, before the author ¢an convince me that the proposed
pricc increase will reverse the service's deterioration, the author must
establish exch of the four causal relationships  discussed above, To
accomplish this, the author should obrain reliable marginal-revenue
projections—perhaps through ‘a survey thac gauges how the public will
respond to stamp-price increases. The author should also determine, by
means of efficiency studies and postalemployee surveys, the extent wo
which additional revenues could alleviate system strain and morle
problems. Finally, the author must investigate afl possible contributing
causes of the detedomton—and confidently rule out all except system strain
and worker morale. ) '

ill  Arcument No. 48

Are Private Businesses More Profitable than Public Ones?

~ This editorial cites the profitability of Croesus Company (CO), recently
restored o private ownership, as clear proof thar businesses “fare
better"—by which [ assume the editorial means “are more profitable” —
under private than public ownership. This argument relies on several crucial
but unsubstaariated assumptions and is therefore unconvincing as it stands.

As u threshold marter., presumably CC wus once 1 publicty owned
business. However, the editoral's author must be more cxplicir that this is
the case. Otherwise, any  gencrilizations about the merits of private
Businesses vis-i-vis public ones based on che profitability ut a single private

|
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business amounts to shear conjecture, and the argument can be dismissed

“out of hand.

Turning w the argument’s unproven assumptions, the first such

Jassumption s that CC owes its profitabiline 1o its newly restored private

status. CC's profitabilic might be due instead to factors such as the
econumic or regulatory environment—to name just a few possibilities.
Moreover, just as a political office-holder might unfairly receive credit for a
predecessor's accemplishments, CC's current profitabilicy might be due to
potlicies and actions at CC while it was a public company. In fact, it is
entirely possible that CC was more profitable as a public business and that its
profitability is in decline—due to its retumn to private status. In either case, it
would be more reasonable to conclude that public businesses are likely 10
fare better than private ones, rather than the other way around.

Another of the argument’s unsubstantiated assumptions is that CC is
rypical of businesses recently restored to private status. It js entirely possibie
that, to the contmary, CC's profitability is highly unusual under. jts

circumstances and that in most cases, profits suffer when a business rerurns

from public to private status. Thus, before 1 can accept the editorial’s
conclusion, the author must show that CC is representative of most
businesses that returmn to private status,

Even if most businesses that return from public 10 private status
improve their profitability (“fare better™) as a result, the author's conclusion
that private businesses as an entire group fare better than public ones is far

'too broad. Perhaps the most profitable businesses are the cnes that remain

public ones forever. If so, then the author would necd 10 namrow his
conclusion accordingly. !

In sum, this argument suffers from two classic reasoning flaws; (1) a
correlation - berween two things (in this case; private ownership - and
profitability) suffices to prove a cause-and-effect relationship and (2) what is
true for one member of a group (in this case, businesses restored to private
ownership) is also true for that group as a whole. If the author wishes to
convince me of his sweeping conclusion, rather than relying on vague and
scant information about one potentially unrepresentative business, the
author should compare the proﬁtabﬂ;rv of public businesses as a group with
that of private businesses as a group.,

!ll ARGUMENT No. 53 N

Avmdmg a Shortage of Tramcd Engmeers

WL HeleTsons.com

This editorial points out that in the past, the ma;onty of cngmccrs in’
this country have come from universitiecs but that the npumber of
unjversity-aged people in this country is beginning to decrease—a trend that
the edirorial’s author believes will continue for the rest of the decade dve to
a current decline in high school enrollment. The author reasons that the
nation will soon be short of tmined engineers, then concludes that education
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" funding musr increase quickly if this nation is to remain economically
competitive in the world. Unforwunately, this argument is dependant on z

series of poorly supported inferences and is therefore specious at best,
First, the author has not Proven thar the current decline in high school
enrollment necessasily portends a continued decrease in the number of this
TIPS ' nadon’s college-aged people. The enrollment decline might reverse itself, O¢
the number of coch_c-agcd People might level off, or even increase, despite .
ce i declining h..ig.t_l\__school'cnrollmcnt—-duc perhaps to an influx of college-aged.
ST tedlvids . immigrants ofea. trend in college [feeatry among older people. Withour
considering and ruling out possibilities such as these, the author cannoc
convince me that a furure decline in the number of this natjon’s college-aged

people, let alone trmined cngineers, is likely,

Secondly, the author has not substantiated her inference thar g decrease
in the number of this nation’s céucgc-ngcd peopic will result in 2 decrease in

is needed to ensure an adequare furure supply of tmined engincers, the
author must also esablish a clear cause-and-efect reladionship between the
level of this nation’s educaton funding and its viability in the workl
marketplace, Otherwise, I remain skepdcal of the author's final conciusior
that the former is a necessary condidon for the latter,
[n sum, the author's plea for increased education funding in the interes:
IR of this nation's viability in“the world marketplace appears groundless. To
Dolster her argument, the author must provide berrer evidence that the
number of this nation's trained engineers will decline going forward, that
this decline portends trouble for the pation's economic competitiveness
among nations, and that the decline can be avoided only by increasing
¢ducation funding.

III ARGUMENT No. 59

Day Care for Children of Scientists

' In this excerpt, the author points our that scientists must work 60 to 80
hours per week in order to further their careers. Based on this fact, the
author then makes WG assertions: (1) in order for scientists, male and female
alike. to further their careers, they must have access to good. wfforduble,
allday child care: and (2) requirements for cuareer advancement must be
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made more flexible so that children of pre-school ape can spend a significant
portion of each day with at least one parent. Neither asseruon is particularly
convincing. and considered together, they ure even less persuasive, as
discussed below.

A threshold probiem with the argument iv that it [uils 1o distinguish
berween scientists with children and those without children. A scientist with
no voung children obviously has no need for day-care services or for
career-advancement requirements that accommodate the special interests of
parents. Thus, the author must narrow both conclusions so that they apply
only to scientists with children. .

Considering the author’s first assertion apart from the second one, the
author fails to consider and rule out other options for ensuring proper care for
scientists' children during the workday. For instance, 2 scientist whose spouse
(or partner) has time dusing each day to spend with their child might very well
require no professional day care. Besides, many scientist-parents, inciuding
single-parent scienusts, might have friends or relauves who can provide child
care. Thus, to the extent that scientsts have other options 10 ensure day care
for their children, the 2uthor’s first conclusion is unwarranted. '

As for the zuthor's secend assertion, considered separately from the
first one, the author fails to explain why it is important for children
generally, Jet alone children of scientists in particular, 10 spend a significant
portion of each day with a parent. Lacking a convincing explanation, 1
cannort accept the author’s asserion that career-advancement requirements
must be made more flexible merely for the sake of allowing significant
parent-child coptact each workday.

Considering the TWO assertions topether, however, the argument
becomes even less convincing. In essence, the second assertion serves 1o
undermine the first one. If .the children of scientists spend significant ume
each day with a parent, without compromise to the scientist-parent’s career,
then all-day child care would seem unnecessary—in direct contradiction to
the author's first assertion. Thus, the zuthor must either reconcile the two
assertions or choose one assertion over the other.

In a nutshell, the argument is not only poorly supported but also

‘paradoxical. Before 1 can cither agree or disagree with the author’s first
.assertion, 1 would need.1o know what percentage of scientists have

pre-school children and whart portion of that group have parners or other
trusted relatives/friends who are available 1o care for those children. As for
the second assertion, the author “seams 1o .relyd on certain normative
assumptions about parcnt;ichﬂd relationships, assumptions that the author
doesn't begin to address but must do so before 1 can agree with ‘the
assertion. Moreover, the argument as a whole is illogical on its face. Before I
can begin to take it seriously, the author must either abandon one of the
other assertion or explain why scientists as a group cannot advance their
careers unless they can spend significant timoe cach day with their pre-school -
children and at the same time have ready access to all-day child care.
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I‘l ” ArGuMeNt No. 71 |
‘M-B1  Legislative Priorities and the Problem of Petty Vandalism

LT o The author of this editorial points out that in reSpanse to pesucns rom

area farmers and landowners, the legislaure has spent valuable nme ind

effort to enact severe laws ro deter motorists from picking fnue, stexiing

St samples and-foliage, and trampiing. fields of regional growers. The acthor

A claums that trese problems are trivial and thus do not merit the legisizture’s
vaiuable time. To support this claim; the author cites a current plague of
crime and violence in this nation's cities. Ar first glance, this argument nmught
sound appealing: closer scoutny, however, reveas numerous faws thac,
considered together, completely undermine the argument. )

To begin with, the argument refies on the unlikely assumption that the

plague of crime and violence in cides also poses 1 problem in this
legislature’s region, Based on the editorial, this region appears 1o be larpely

rural. To the extent thar it s, urban-type crimes are unlikely to pose a
- problem in this region, and the author cannot reasonably rely merely on
urban crime statistics to support his position.

,Assuming for the moment thar this region is. in fact plagued by
urb&m—rypc crime and violence, why shouldn’t the legislature also address
other, less serious problems, such as fruit vandalism? The author supplies no
evidence that the legislature has insufficient time to address both types of
problems. Until the author supplies this sort of evidence, he cannot
convince me thac the legislature’s attention to fruir vandalism comes at the
expense of its attention to more serious problems,

Besides, the avthor supplies no proof that the fruit stezling and
vandalism problem is “trivial.” Even if the problem technically involves
incidents of mere “petty vandalism,” 25 the author suggests, the problem
might be 50 pervasive that i pPeses a serious threat to the livelthood of
Y " - regionak farmers and landowners, Also, the vandalism and stealing might

TR incite more serious crimes, including violent ones. In either cise, the
legislature would seem well justified in devoting considerable time and effort
to respond to the petitions of regional farmers and landowners,

In sum, the editodal fils to convince thar fruit stealing and vandalism do
not mert the legislanure’s considerble attention. To better evaluare the au-
thor's position on this issue, [ would need to know the extent of the problem
and its social and ¢conomic Consequences throughout the region. [ would
so need ro know whar other problems the legislature faces and what por-
tion of the legislature’s time is needed 1o address these other problems. Only
armed with this information could [ make an informed judgment abour the
Proper priorities of the legisiature and, in turn, zbout the editoral's merit.
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I l ArcumenT No. 74

Will the Sequel to a Vista Studios Movie Be Profitable?

"This magazine article predicts that the sequel to a certain Vista Studios
movie will be profitable. The anlicle’s author bases this prediction on the fact
that a series of books based on charmcrers from the first movie are consistent
bestsellers in local bookstores. 1 find this prediction dubious for several
rcasons. _

To begin with. Vistz presumably plans to release the sequel 10 a wide
audience, not just to members of this localiny. If so, it seems foolhardy to
make any predictions about the sequel's general popularity based on the
apparent interests of one communiry.

In addition, the argument depends on the assumption thar the books'
poputarity is due to their characters. Yer the argument deoes not rule out
other possible reasons for their popularity, such as plot lines, illustrations, or
even price. If it rurns out that their popularity is due 1o some feature lacking
in the two movies, then the author's prediction would amount to little more
than conjecture.

Even assuming that the books' popularity is due to their characiers, |
would remain skeptical about the author's prediction. The movie sequel
might contain different characters, in which case it may very well disappoint
at the box-office, despite the success of the books and the first movie. Even
if the sequel contains the same characters, this fearure in itself might not
suffice 1o draw large audiences. Consumer interest in these characters might
already be satiated, or the sequel might simply not be as good as the first
movie and the books. In either event, the author's prediction might very
well not come to pass. - _ )

- - .. Finally, in_predicting that the seque! well be profitable because the
books are popular, the author assumes that 2 popular movie necessarily
wurns a profit. However, common sense and observation tell me that movie
profits depend not only on box-office attendance and video sales (that is,
popularity) bur also on costs as well. Thus, the sequel might tum owt to be
popular but unprofitable,

In sum, the prediction is based on scant evidence and unproven
assumptions and is therefore tantamoum ie mere speculation. Before
agreeing that the sequel will be popular, let alone profitable, 1 would require
better proof that whatever features acaount for the bopks® popularity would
.also draw.large ¢rowds to sep the movie sequel. To obtain this sort of proof,
1 would need 1o survey readers of the book o determine the book's appeal
and of course screen the sequel to see whether or not it holds similar 2ppeal.
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Arcument No. 79
The Problem with Adoptinig a Company Code of Ethics

The author of this company memorandum concludes that the compar
should conducta publiciry Cumpaign stressing the importance of profectir
the environment and assisting charities, instead of adopting an official cod
of ethics, To suppo}c this conclusion, the author points out that a competin

v company lftcacted additional media awtention as 2 result of unfavorabl
publicity abour. a violation of its own code. Based on this evidence, th
auther reasons thar by adopting 2 code of cthics, this company may do mor
long-term’ harm than good to- its public image. The argument suffers fron

* . sévenal reasoning flaws and is therefore unconvincing as it stands,

To begin with, the author has not shown that the COmMpeutor's code
violadon and reswlting publicity and media attention acrually harmed! -n3
<ompany’s pubic image. For all we know, the public ignored the puslicoy
or the media viewed the unfavorable publicity as unfair and rallied to dersnc

- : thar company. In either case, the author's cavear about adopting a code ¢
ethics would seem unwarranred, )
. Nor has the author shown that this company will violate its code 13
well or that any such violation would result in" harm to its public image.
Certain key differences berween the wo. companies might render the
analogy 2 poor one. For instance; this company might take its self-imposed
¢thical standards more seriously or choose ta adopr a more realistic code, In
cither case, a code vialation would seem. less likely for this company. Or
perhaps the public would be more forgiving of a code violation by this
company than by its competitor, for whatever ceason.

Nor has the avthor shown thar any such violation wouid necessunly
result in a tarnished image over the longer term. The public may scon forge:r
about the violation, especially if the public shifts its scrutiny to subsequent,
more c]grcgious ones by some other hompnny.. Besides, the author ignores
the possibility that this company can remedy the damage to irs image
resulting from a code violation. . .

Two final problems involve the memo's recommended publicity
campaign. First, the memo's author assumes withour justification thar the

' campzign would serve to bolster the comp'nny's public image. In fact, che
campaign might have no impact or even backfire—if it makes the company
appear hypocritcal or disingenuous or if the values that its public holds dear
conflict with the anes that the company espouses. Second. in recommend-
ing the publicity campaign “rather than” a code of ethics, the memo’s author
overlooks the possibilicy of pursuing both courses or some other course thtt
might be more effective than these two in enhancing the company’'s public
image.

In the finag 1nulysis, the recommendation is indefensible, ar {east buased
on the information the memo provides. To bolster the argument, the
mMemo's author must provide clear evidence —perhaps by way of a public

1
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survev—that the competitor's code violation in fact served to wtrnish its
Jong-term public image. The author must also show that this company is
likely 1o violate its own code and that the violation would be likely o do
tong-term harm to its public image. To more fully determine the likelihood of
such harm. I would necd w compare this company's prospective code with
the other company’s code. ) would also need to assess the integrity of this
company's key decision makers. Finally, a public-opinion survey would help
me determine what types of policies, or combination of policies, would most
likely enhance this company’s public image.

I Arcument No. 84
The Impending Failure of Company A

The author of this article predicts the failure of Company A, which

. currently enjovs 2 large $hare of the international video-game market. To
* justify this prediction, the author cites the coliapse of Company B, a pioneer

and former giant in this field, 'when children grew tired of its products. In
further suppont of this prediction, the author reasons that demand for
Company A's products must be nearly exhausted because its products
appear in “so many” American homes. I find this argument unpersuasive, for
severdl reasons.

To begin with, the author ignores other possible causes of B's collapse.
Just because the collapse coincided with a waning interest among children
in Gompany B's products, it is unfair to infer that the former is attributable
solely to the latter. There are a myriad of other possible contributing causes
of B's collapse—ranging from management’problems to regulatory changes
to increasing competition. If it turns out thar Company B's collapse was not

.due, entirely to the waning interest among children in B's products, then it

would be hasty to assume that Company A will necessarily fail should it face
similar waning demand.

Turning next to the information about demand for Company A’s games,
the mere fact that Company A’s products appear in “so many” American
homes accomplishes little toward showing waning demand for jts products,
let alone toward showing that the company will fail. To begpin with, the term

“s0 many” is 100 vague to be statistically meaningful. Even if by "so many”
the author means “nearty all,” perhaps among Americans, the demand for
more new Cornp:mv A pames is strong. Moreover, the author ignores foreign
markets, which might account for a significant portion of Company A's sales.
The greater the demand outside America, the Jess likely Company A will fail.

" Even assuming, for the sake of argunent, that demand for Company A’s
products is nearly exhausted. this fact would not necessarily spell the demise
of Company A—even if it did for Company B. For all we know, Company A~
has many other lines of products and/or services, whose profitability ensures
the company’s survival despite the fallure of its video-game line. For that
matter, perhaps Company A has an exceptionally talented management ream
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or surplus of cash, either of which mighr allow the company (o respo,
quickly and effectively in order to save itself, '

To recapitulate, the author has failed to0 convince me thar um
demand for Company A's products will be insufficiendy low ro-
company to survive, Nor has the author convinced me thae Coempzny E
failure portends problems for Company A; to the contrary, with cnc le
competitor, Company A might be fore likely o survive, To strengihen
claim. that ffé"ﬁnpa.ny A will fail, rather than relying on what might amoune |
2 poor analogy between -Companies A and B, the author should suppl
detailed information . abour worldwide trends in video-game demand an

show that A is poorly positioned-vis-a-vis jts COmMPpetitors to ke advan rage ¢
these trends going forward,

lll - Arcument No. 89
The Escalating Price of Lemons

‘vlerson's 0w
RESGMAT Toses

Writing Skitls for the J 2025

The author of this editorial points our that at Megamart, lemon price:
have increased moré than six-fold over the past decade, but in only one o
the past eleven years has the weather been unfavorable for Browing citnis
crops. Based on these facts, the author reasons that citrusfruic price
increases have been excessive and that citrus-fruit growers are responsible
for the price inflation. The editorial concludes thag “strict  pricing
regulations®—by which I assume the author means regulations on prices that
growers charge—-are needed. in order to curb this problem. I find the
auther's argument unconvincing in several respects,

First of all, the argument relies onr the unproven assumption chat
Megamart’s lemon prices are representative of citrus-fruic prices generally.
For all we know, prices of other cirrus fruits, or of cther stores’ lemons, have
remained relatively stable (or even declined) over the past decade. Thus,
unless Megamart's lemons iccount for a very large portion of all citrus fruit
sold at market, or for some other reason firly represent all citrus fruits in
price, 2 widespread pricing problem might not even exist. '

Secondly, the author roo hastily assumes thar it is citrus grawers who

. are responsible for the ¢scalating lerron prices. Perhaps retaifers such as

Megamarr, or wholesalers, are instead responsibie for the price inflation.
Without eliminating this possibility, the author cannot convince me thar
regulating prices chat growers charge would curh the price trend.

Thirdly, even if the price increases can be triced to the growers, the
edirorial unjustifiably implics chat the growers are profing unfaicly s 2
result of those increases. Although ruling out poor weather conditions as i
possible justification tor the price increuses, the author overlooks siners
possibilities. For example. perhaps the growers' cosis—far land, equprment,
and 50 forth—have increased commensurately over the past decade, ' 0,
then the growers would hive profited litde, if ue all, by charging n.gter
prices for citrus fruir, Thus, limiting the prices Browers can charge mughe
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result in forcing them out of business—a result that is (_|(.ll"|\ at odd‘- with
the goal of ensuring stable citrus prices for consumers.

Finally. in claiming that the proposed regulitions are necessiany 10 curh
price increases, the awthor ignores other possible means, such as farm
subsidies. of achieving the same objective. Until the avuthor rules out all other
options, ] simply cannot accept that strict pricing regulations are necessary,

In a nutshell, the editoral is wholly unconvincing as it swnds. To
bolster the argument for strict pricing regulations on growers, the author
must supplv better proof of an upward wrend in all citrus-fruit prices. of the
growers' accountability for thar trend, and of a truly excessive profit for the
growers as a result of that trend. A proper assessment of the author's
recommendation would require a reliable statistical study comparing citrus
growers' costs with the prices they have charged over the last decade and
comparing those statistics. with citrus-fruit pricing by retailers as a group.
Only then could 1 determine whether widespread price inflation exists and,
if s0, which group is responsible for it—and thereby determine whether or
not the proposed regulations make sense.

No. 93

a Decline in Advertising Applications to KMTV

The author of this editorial concludes that loczl television channel
KMTV shouwd shift its programming focus to firming issues in order to
stimulate KMTV advertising applications, which declined in number last
vear. The author bases this conclusion on.a report by 2 nearby town’s
television station, KOOP, that advertising applicatiens 1o KOOP increased in
number when KOOP took similar action. Assuming that KOOF's report is
true and dccurate, 1 nevertheless find the author's argument unconvinciag in
several respects.,

To begin with, the surge in applications to KOOP was not necessarily
due 10 KOOP's programming change. Perhaps KOOP also lowered its
advertising fees around the same time; or perhaps a competing television
station increased theirs or vent out of business. Any one of a host of possible
events such as these might explain the surge in applications. Thus, the
author should not assume that KMTV can attain its objective by simply
emulating KOOP's progfamming.

Aside from - whether, KOOP's :programrmng change was in fact
responsible for the increase in number of applications to KOQP, the
editorial's author assumes without justification that KMTV viewers would be
interested in programs about farming issues. If it turns out that, as a group,
they are less interested in farming than in KMTV's current programming,
KMTV's viewership might diminish in size and, as a result, the number of
applicadons to KMTV might actually decrease.

Yet ancother problem with the argument is its lmphcanon that the
proposed change is the only way XMTY cun sumulate advertising
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applications. Common sense tells me that there are other such ways
reducing advertising rates, improving programming quality, or extend:
broadcast range, ro list 2 few. The author must explain either why none
these options are available or why they would fail to stimulate applicatior
Otherwise, I cannot accept that the proposed change is necessary.

Finally, the author seems to assume that the proposed programmi,
change wotld suffice” to bring” about the: desired increase. However, if
ms outh"'th'.'l'l: last year's decline was due to a combination of factors, son
of which remazin unchanged in the future, 2 mere programming shift mig
have no sdmulazing impact on applications.:

In essence, then, the editorial relies on a series of podcassumpdons ar
is therefore unpersuasive. In order to convinge me that the recommende
change would serve to increase advertising applications to KMTV.
editorial’s author must ar the very least rule out all possible expianazion
other than programming focus, for the increase at KOOP and decline -
KMTV. To fully persuade me, the author must also explain why KMTV i
no other viable means of bringing dbout the desired increase.

ll l - Arcument No. 98 : '

Boosting Sales by Brewing Low-Calorie Beer

The author of this article indicates that, according 10 a Magic Ha
Brewery (MHB) survey, the majority of MHB's tasting-room visitors last yea
asked to taste MHB's low-calorie beer, The authof then concludes that i
order to boost beer sales, other smail breweries should also brew low-calori:
beer. This argument relies on a number of questionable assumptions and |
therefore unpersuasive,

One such nssdmption is that the survey respondents reported the:
fequests accurately. This may or may not be the case. Many surven
respondents might have forgotten whar they had requested earifer in theu
visit, especially if they had consumed a significant amount of alcohol. If the
survey results turn out to be unrelizble 4s a resuit, then any conclusion basec
on those results must be decmed unreliable as well,

Another such assumpdon is that, as 2 group, the MHB visitors whe
asked to taste MEB's low-calode beer would actually prefer 1o purchase
low-calorie beer over other beers. However, for all we know, visitors ¢an ask
to mste more than one beer, and an even greater majoricy of visitors
requested other beers. For thar macer, low-calodie beer might be the only
type MHB offered for free, or offered ar all, ac its rasting room last year, and
visitors were informed of this before making theic requests. [n any evenr,
perhaps visitors who tried MHR's low-calorie beer generally distiked it. If one
or more of these scenarios turm ocurt o be true, then the survey results wauld
dmounc e scanr evidénce at best thac any brewery, including MHD, would
actuzlly sell enough low-calorie beer to justify brewing ir.

Peterson's © Writing Skills for the .’ 2271

R DA ARG e ey
TR TR T T L

—




Pkl O

Assuming for the moment that MUR's visitors as a group woulkd prefer
1o purchase fow-calorie beer over other beers, this group might naot he
representative of beer-drinkers geperally, especially il the group constitutes 4
small portion of the beerdrinking population. Yet the author’s conclusion
relies on the assumption that they are. If it tuens out, for example, that MHB
visitors are especially caloric-conscious. or especially lovad to MHB products.
then other breweries might be very disappointed with sales levels of their
own low-calorie beers.

In the final analvsis, the author cannot defend her recommendation
based solely on the survey results. The author inusg aiso show that the survey
results are reliable and that they accurately reflect the beer preferences-not
just of MHB visitors. but zlso of beerdrinking consumers generally. In
conclusion, to determine whether or not they should brew low-calorie beer,
other breweries shoufd not rely on the dubicus results of a single,
problematic survey. Instead, they should compare the 1otat market demand
for low-calorie beer with the current supply and try to assess the extent of
brand loyalty among low-calorie beer drinkers.

_ I I I Arcument No. 105
- Should Bayview High Students Wear Uniforms?

i pelersSons.com

In this editorial, the author recommends that Bayview High require its
students to wear school uniforms. To support this recommendation, the
author compares Bayview 10 Acorn Academy, a ocal private school that has
adopted this policy. Specifically, the author points out that Acorn students
earn higher grades and are ‘more likely 1o attend college and that Acorn
reports less absentecism and tardiness as well as fewer discipline problems.
This argument suffers from several reasoning flaws, which together rcr'.der
the edirorial wholly uncenvincing.

To begin with, the editorial does not indicate how long Acom'’s current
school-uniform policy has been in effect. If the policy is new, then Acom’s
various successes (listed in the editorial) cannot be auributed to the policy,
and the author's recommendation is completely groundless.

Assuming that Acorn’s schooluniform policy is well established,
Acorn’s comparatively high student GPA and college-matriculation rate

‘might still be due 1o other ﬁctors such as higher #tudent intelligpence levels,

rugher-quahry iAstruction, or greater support (financial or otherwise) from
parents. Without considering and eliminating these and all other feasible
explanations for the comparative academic success of Acorn students, the
author cannot persuade me that Acorn's school-uniform policy is responsible
for, or even contributed to, that success.

Similarly, the auther fails to consider other possible reasons for Acorn s
reponcd]y jower incidence of absenteeism, tardiness, and discipline
problems. To begin with, perhaps these sorts ol problems are simply not
reported as often at Acomn as at Bayview; if so, the reports would provide.-
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m——

228 Peterson's ®  Writing Skills for the
o GRE/GMAT Tests



L0252 ESSAYS FOR 20 OFFICIAL GMAT ARGUMENTS

&I

" scant support at best for the author's argument. Even if they are reported as
ofien at Acarn, perhaps Acom students have readier wccess to health care,
psychologists, and counseiors; live in safer neighborhoods or more stabie
households; or have more reliable transportation to school. Any of these
conditions might explzin less absenteeism, tardiness, and delinquency.
Moreover, the author has not considered and ruled out the possibility that
students who are forced to wear uniforms are acrually more iikely than other
students to act in'a rebellious and dclr’nqucnt manner. If this is the case, then
thé author's fxzri‘pﬁcit claim  that Acom’s schooluniform policy has

conuibuted to its low incidence of absenteeism and detinquency problems

would be very weak indeed. .

Even if the author can show that Acom's school-uniform palicy has
contribured to the various successes listed in the editorixl, 2 similac policy at
Bayview would not necessarily carry similar results. Perhaps Acomn students
are generally far less recaicitrant than most, and Bayview students as a group
would resent the new poticy and rebel by refusing to study or attend classes
or by exhibiting disruptivc behavior at school. [f so, then the author's
recommendation might turn out to be counterproducrive,

To sum up, as it stands, the editorial fails to establish either (1) 4 clear
cause-and-effectrelationship berween Acom's scheoluniform-policy and the
cited successes at Acorn or (2) that a simitar policy would result in simijar
successes at Bayview. Instead of relying on questionable reports from o
single school, which might very well serve us a poor point of comparison for
Bayview, the editoral's author should supply credible evidence—perhaps
from a celiable scientific study-—about the psychological effects of
school-uniform requirements on the academic performance and other
behavior of scudents simifar to the ones at Bayview.

- Arcument No. 117
" A New Parking Garage for River City

~ The author of this editorial asserts that in order to strengthen the
cconomy of the areu around River City's Dock Street, the city should
approve the proposed construction of a multilevel parking garage on Dock
Streer, a course of action that would require demolishing most buildings on
the bleck. To support the plan, the aurhor claims that the buildings that
would be demolished o make way for the garage are of no economic value
because they are among the city's oldest. In defending the plan against
concems of historic preservationists, the author points out that even in
ancienc cities such as Jerusalem and Athens, old huildings are demolished o
mzKe way tor new ones thar improve the locat economy. | find the author's
argument unconvincing on several grounds.
To begin with, rhe author seems to assume that the buildings
waould be demolished have no economic vidue simply hecause they are
relatively wld. Yet the author provides no evidence o substantiate chis
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assumpuion. For all we know. there might be other possible uses for those
buildings that would provide net economic benefits to the cinv exceeding
those of the proposed phun. Perhaps these buildings, which the author

-implies are historic. would be monevmaking tourist auractions or upscale

office buildings or lofi-style condominiums that would bolsier the City's Lix
base. In shon, without weighing the net economic benefits of various
alternatives for the old buildings, the author cannot justify the proposed plan
based on the fact that the buildings are old.

As for the author’s defense against concerns for historic preservation,
the author’s analogy te Athens and Jerusalem is dubious ar best. In all
likelihood, those two cities boast a great number of very old buildings,
whereas River City might not. Accordingly, demolishing some old buildings
around Dock Street might be deemed a greart historic foss for that city, while
in Athens or Jerusalem, it might not—especially if the demolished buildings
have less historic value than others in these cities. Also, it is possible that in
Athens and Jerusalem, old buildings are demolished only when they are
shown te provide no marginal economic value or if they pose a significant
public safety threat and that neither condition is true of the old Dock Street
buildings. Finally, perhaps space is more scarce in those cities than in River
City, in which case the demolition might be justifiable in those cities but not
in River City. .

Finally, the author’s claim that in order to strengthen its economy, River
City should approve the proposal rests on the assumption that there are no
viable alternative means of achieving this end. Yer the author fails to
substantiare this assumption. Common sense tells me that there are a host of
other ways River City might strengthen ifs economy. Perhaps one of those
ways would be just as, or even more, effective than the proposed plan—in
which case, the proposal-would not seem compelling at all.

In the final analysis, the author’s argument rests precariously on fauley

. reasoning and scant evidence, Instead of relying on a poor analogy berween

River Ciry and two ancient cities, the author should show—Dby comparing ali
possible means of strengthening River City's econamy {including saving the
old buildings and putting them to productive use)—that the propesed plan is
in facr necessary. . -

_Arcument No. 122 - .

e, »

Maximizing Employee Productivity-at Diversified
Manufacturmg

L el e rs O s . corr

In this memo, the human resources department of Diversified
Manufacturing (DM) claims that DM could help counteract its declining
market share by changing its paid-vacation policy for its professional staff.
The new policy, like the current one, would provide four vacation weeks
per year; but the new policy would limit any vacation t one week.
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According o the memo, DM's central-office managers report that their
' employees are most productive just before vacadons. Based on these
reports, the department reasons that under the new policy, Du's
professional staff would give DM more days of maximum productivity, The
department’s argument suffers from four sedous rezsoning flaws, which
. together serve to corhpfcrcl}' undermine i

v * First, th2_ memo provides no evidence that the reports from the
IR managers arcreliable. The managers might have fabricated the repons so
' that the company would ad'opt vacation policies that they swouid prefer for
themselves. The memo's author must first convince me that the reports are
not biased; not undl then could I begin to consider the departmenc's

recommendation. -
Secondly, for all we know based on the memo, DM's professional starf,
45 4 group, already limit their own vacations o one week each. If 50, then
implementing the recommended policy would have absolutely no effect on

- productivity, iet 2lone market share.

Thirdly, while the reports involved employces of DM’s centraioffice
managers, the gew policy would apply 10 DM's “professional staff.” It is
unfair to assurne thatr the productivity patterns of the former group are
similar 10 those of the latter—unless of course the managers' employees as a
group are considered to be professional statt,

Finally, the memo fils to consider possible productiviry losses resulting
from the new policy. Single-week vacations might not afford employees
sufficient time to fully rejuvenace themselves, and burn-out might resulr.
voreover, it might be impracticable for staff members to interrupt their jobs
for a vacation more than once a4 year, in which case bum-out would be even
maore likely. On the other hand, if employees do take full advantage of the
new  policy; their more frequent  vacations might serve to sunch
organizational worktlow, especially with respect .to projects requiring
sustained, uninterrupted effort and progress.

In a auwshell, the department’s argument depends on portentially
unreliable and irelevant reports from central-office managers and on an
overly simple analysis of how vacation policies impact worker productiviry.
Thus, lacking certain additional informatioq, I find the argument dubjous at
best. In order to properly evaluate ir, at a minimum, I wouid want 1o know
whether or not the centrloffice managers and cheir employecs are
professional staff, and 1 would want to survey DM's professional staff about
how they would respond to the proposed policy. [ would also want o stucly
the impact of this sort of policy on organizational ctficiency among similar
tfirms.
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I I I Arcument No. 124

How Excunt Theater Company Can Increase Profits

Lunp petersans.com

In' this memo. the direcior ol Excunt Theater Company (ETC)
anticipates an increase in revenues from ticket siales because ETC has mowved
10 2 larger theater. The director then recommends two courses of action in
order "ta further increase profits™ (1) producing plavs that have been most
successful in the nation's largest cities and (2) liring Adiib Theater
Company’s fundraising dircctor, on the basis thit corporate contributions to
Adlib have increased dramatically during the three yc:irs shc has worked for
Adlib. 1 find the director’s argument unconvincing because it rests on
numerous unsubstantated assumptions, as discussed below.

As a threshold matter, the director’s expectation of increased revenues
due to an increase in Sealng capacity assumes that there is pent-up,
unfulfilied demand for seating at ETC's productions. Unless the director can
provide clear evidence 1o substantate this assumption, 1 cannoat be

.convinced that ETC’s revenue, let alone its profits, will increast asar_ st of

moving to the larger theater—especially if the cost of renting the lager
theater exceeds the cost of renting 2 smaller one.

Turning 1o the first prescription for enhancing profits, the director's
rationale for it rests on the assumption that the wstes and interests of theater-
goers in the city where ETC's theater is jocated are :.similar to those of theater-
gocrs in large cities. However, the director provides no evidence thar this is

‘the case, Therefore, [ remain unconvinced that ETC will increase profits by

producing the piays that are the most successful ones in large cities.

Turning next to the second profit prescription, here the director might
very well confuse cause and effect with mere correlaton. Specifically, just
because Adlib’s fundraising director has warked for Adlib during the same
time period that corporaze contributions to Adlib have increased, it is unfair
to conclude that the latter is amsibutable to the former. Untl ETC's director
establishes a clear. causal connection berween the rwo, I remain skeptical of
the recommendation to hire Adlib’s director—ar least on this basis.

Even if ETC's director can convince me that the rwo prescriptions are
likely to increase ETC's profits, the director concludes oo hastily that these

prescriptions are the best means of achieving ETC's desired profit goals.

Perhaps one or more other courses of action would be as effective or more
cfiective in maximizing ETC's profits. Withour weighing all of ETC’s options,
the director simply cannot convince me that ETC should adopt the director's
recommendation. . .

In the final analysis, the recommendation is unjustified as it stands. To
bolster it, the director might conduct a scientific survey of area theatergoers
to determine the sorts of ETC productions area residents are most likely to
attend, and if ETC’s current theater is more expensive to rent than a srpaller
ene, whether or not the demand for those preductions warrants ETC's
recent move to the Jarger theater. To hener evaluate the argument, 1 would
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‘need to investigate the circumstnces surrounding the increase in corporat

contributions to Adlib, to determine their true cause, | would also need ¢
know what other means for increasing profits are ar ETC's disposal—r
determine whether or not the director's proposed course of action is in fac
the optimal one,

ll! Arcument No. 131~ - -

Omega-University’s Music-Therapy Program

In this memo, the music department chair at Cmega University acgues
that in order to tnprove its financial staus, Omega shouid aim to increase
cnrollment in its music-therapy degree program. To support this argument,
the chair reasons that Omega graduates wii] casily find jobs in the fieid
because (1) group music therapy has been shown to be beneficial 1o
mentii-iliness patients, and (2) the number of music-therapy job openings
has increased during the past year. For several reasons; I find the director's
argument unpersuasive,

With respecr to the argument's penultimate conclusion——that Omega's
graduates will easily find music-therapy jobs—the chair assumes that in the
tuture, there will continue e be sufficient job openings in music therapy for
Omega graduates, However, a recent one-year increase is insufficient
evidence in itself to convince me that this trend will condinue, providing a
ready job supb!y for new Omega graduates, Moreover, should this trend
acrually reverse, then adopting the chair's ptoposal 'might result in a
decrease in Omega's job-placement rate, which might very well have a
negative impact on the school's overall repuation and, in tum, finaneial
3Larus, - )

Even assuming 1 continuing ready supply of music-therapy jobs, the
validity of the chair's penultimate conclusion depends on the additional
assumption that Omega graduates will be able and willing to accept those
jobs, However, employers in this field might favor graduates of other schools
over Omega graduates, for whatever reason. Or new jobs might open
prcdornin:mdy in geographic areas where Omega graduaces are unabie or
unwilling to live and work. In either case, by increasing enrollment in its

of action will improve Omega's financial sius—here the chair fails to

e€stablish 1 clear cause-and-effect relationship, Perhaps the chair réasons chac

if Omega's job-placement rre for its music-therapy graduates improves, then

Omega will command higher ruition or atrmer greater financial support from

alumni, Lovemments, or corporations. However, with no solid evidence to

support this reasoning, cthe chair's chim amounts 1o litde more than pure
) Coniccturc. -
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By the same token. the chair fails to consider the costs of expanding
Omega's music-therapy program. Accommodating additional students might
require additional equipment, faculty members, and even facilities. Such
cosis might ven well outweiph marginat revenue, in which case the chair's
proposal would wm o be poor financial advice.

To sum up. neither the argument’s penultimate nor ultimate conclus:on
is born out by the evidence provided in the memo. A proper evaluation of
the former conclusion (i.e.. that Omega graduates will easily find
music-therapy  jobs) would require (1) more information about the
reputation of Omega’'s music-therapy program among emplovers of music
therapists and (2) reliable music-therapy employment projections for recent
college graduates. especially in the vicinity of Omega. To fully assess the
chair's ultimate claim (i.e., tat an expanded music-therapy program will
improve Omepa's [inancial status), 1 would need reliable, deuiled
projections of Omeypa's marginal costs and revenues should it follow the
chair's recommendation.
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