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TASK 2
1. CHIEN THUAT LAM CAC DANG BAI
1.1. Chién thuit viét dang bai disscuss + opinion
"Discuss both views and give your own opinion"

Pay 1a dang cau hoi rat hay gip trong IELTS Writing. D¢ bai dang nay sé& dua ra 2 quan diém (2
views) - yéu cau ban thao luan ca 2 quan diém d6, dong thoi dua ra quan diém cta ca nhan ban la
ddng y voi view nao. Cach tiép can an toan nhit cho dang nay 1a hay viét thanh 4 paragraph,

trong do co introduction, 2 doan body va mgt doan conclusion.
Cau truc cua bai viét nhw sau:

Nhiém vu 13 gi6i thiéu topic (thuong dugc viét bang cach
paraphrase lai cau cua dé bai), dé cap dén ca 2 sides va ndi rd ban
INTRODUCTION . . . . , .
ding v€ hudng ndo. Phan nay khong chiém nhi€u diém so0 nén

chung ta chi nén viét ngan gon va suc tich trong 2 cau la du.

Dung dé thao luan vé huéng ma ban khong dong . Ban c6 thé dua
ra 2 hodc 3 ideas dé support va trinh bay theo thur ty: Idea >
BODY1 . .
explain = example. Trong truong hop ban chi c6 1 idea thi tap

trung viét sau idea + example.

Dung dé thao luan hudng ma ban ddng ¥ va néu rd quan diém & cau
BODY 2 topic sentence. Poan paragraph nay khong nhit thiét phai dai hon
doan body 1 phia trén.

Hay tom tit lai 2 quan diém va tai khang dinh 1ap truong cua ban.
Mot sb nguoi s& viét thém vé prediction (du doan) hodc suggestion
CONCLUSION (g0i ¥) c6 lién quan dén topic question, nhung diéu nay la khong

can thiét.
Do6i voi nhiing ban viét chua viing thi viét thém nhu thé nay vao rat

CAu tric tham khio:

People have different views about.... While some argue that... (View 1), |
INTRODUCTIO

N believe that It is better to/ it is more benefical for/ ...should place more

importance on/... should assume more responsibility to... (View 2).
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BODY 1 On the one hand, there are various reasons why people believe that...
(View 1)
BODY 2 On the other hand, I believe that... (View 2) for several reasons.
In conclusion, although it might seem sensible for somebody to do
CONCLUSION _ _ _ _
something (View 1), I personally prefer something (View 2).

1.2. Chién thuat viét dang bai opinion
"Do you agree or disagree?" or '"To what extent, do you agree or disagree"

Dang bai nay héi vé quan diém cua ban. Ban nén viét thanh 4 paragraph, trong d6 c6

introduction, 2 doan body va mdt doan conclusion.
Vi dang bai nay ban c6 2 cach viét, cach 1 1a “A strong opinion”, cach 2 la “A balanced

opinion”. Ban chon céch 1 hay 2 la tuy thudc vao $6 lugng idea ban co.

1. Ciu tric bai viét theo dang "A strong opinion" - "HOAN TOAN PONG Y hoic
KHONG DONG Y" nhw sau:

Nhiém vu 13 gi6i thiéu topic (thuong dugc viét bang cach paraphrase lai
INTRODUCTION | cau cua dé bai) va dua ra quan diém cua ban 1a PONG Y hay KHONG

DONG Y véi statement ctia dé bai. Chi nén viét 2 cAu cho m& bai.

BODY1 Néu 1y do thir nhat support cho quan diém cta ban.

BODY 2 Néu 1y do tht hai support cho quan diém cia ban.

CONCLUSION | Khang dinh lai quan diém cua ban.

2. Cdu triic bai viét theo dang "'A balanced opinion" - "PONG Y hoic KHONG PONG Y

MOQT PHAN" nhw sau:
Balanced Opinion: tirc 1a ban van dong y vé6i 1 hudng cia dé bai, nhung cung ltc do ciling cong

nhan ring huéng nguoc lai ciing c6 phan ding.

Nhiém vu 1a gidi thiéu topic (thudng duoc viét bang cach paraphrase lai
cdu cta dé bai) va dua ra quan diém ciia ban 1a “trong khi ban dong y
INTRODUCTION . . N s i
rang View 1 c6 phan dung, thi ban lai tin rang View 2 ok hon”
(Template thuong la: While I accept that...., I believe/ would argue
BODY1 Céc 1y do tai sao ban cho rang View 1 ¢6 phan ding
BODY 2 Céc ly do tai sao ban tin r?mg View 2 lai tét hon
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CONCLUSION Khiang dinh lai lan nita quan diém cta ban (Conclusion chi viétngin

oon 1 cau)

1.3. Chién thuit viét dang bai two-part questions

Dé bai sé gom 2 ciu hoi, c6 thé la "Why is this the case? Is this a positive or negative

development for society?”. Mjt sé dé thi gan ddy nhw sau:

1. In some countries, the number of people choosing to live by themselves is increasing

rapidly in recent years. Why is this the case? Is this a positive or negative development for

society? (Dé thi IELTS ngay 27/09/2014)
2. Nowadays, more and more people decide to have children later in their life. What are the

reasons? Do advantages of this outweigh disadvantages? (D¢ thi IELTS ngay 07/05/2016)
3. In recent years, the structure of a family and the role of its members are gradually

changing. What kinds of changes can occur? Do you think these changes are positive and

negative? (D& thi IELTS ngay 05/03/2016)

Cau truc bai viét nhw sau:

Cau 1: Nhiém vu 1a giéi thiéu topic (thudng dugc viét bang cach
paraphrase lai cau cta dé bai)

INTRODUCTION | Cdu 2: Pua ra cdu tra loi chung cho 2 cdu hoi cua dé bai.

Vi du: "There could be several reasons for this, and I consider it to be a

positive development"

BODY1 Tra 101 cAu hoi thir nhat

BODY 2 Tra 101 cau héi thir hai

CONCLUSION Tém tit cAu tra 1o cho ca 2 ciu hoi cua dé bai

Luu y: Ching ta nén cha y dén trinh tu cta cau hdi ¢ d¢ bai. Cau nao trudc tra 101 trude, cau nao

sau tra 101 sau, day ciing 1a mot trong nhirng yéu cau ctua gidm khao day.

1.4. Chién thuit viét dang bai causes & solutions

Céu 1: Nhiém vu la gi6i thiéu topic (thuong duge viét bang cach
paraphrase lai cau cua dé bai)

Céu 2: Tra 101 chung cau hoi cta dé bai.

N Vi du: "Reasons for this vary, and solutions should be taken to address

INTRODUCTIO

the problem"

Thao luan cac causes/ reasons

BODY1 (There are several reasons for....)
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Thao luan cac solutions
BODY 2 (There are several actions that governments/ socities could take to solve

the problems described above)

CONCLUSION | Tém tat chung cau tra 10i

1.5. Chién thuit viét dang bai problems & solutions

Cau 1: Nhiém vu la gidi thiéu topic (thuong dugc viét bang cach
paraphrase lai cau cua dé bai)
Cau 2: Tra 101 chung cau hoi cua dé bai.

INTRODUCTI
NTRODUCTION Vi du: "Although there will undoubtedly be some negative consequences
of this trend, societies can take steps to mitigate these potential problems"
Théo luén cac problems
BODY1 (Several related problems can be anticipated)
BODY 2 Thao luan cac solutions

(A range of options available can be taken to alleviate the problem)

CONCLUSION | Tom tit chung cau tra 10i

Dé ndi "Co rat nhieu giai phap cho van deé nay", chiing ta cé theé viét cac cach nhu sau:

J There are a number of solutions to tackle the problem

. Solutions can be adopted to address the problem

. There are several actions that someone (governments) could take to solve the problems
described above

. There is a course of actions that could be taken to address problems described above.

] Several remedies can be used to combat the issue

. Measures can be taken to improve the situation

. A range of options available can be taken to alleviate the problem

. This problem can be handled by taking several solutions

Khi li¢t ké cac solutions trong bai, chiing ta c6 thé viét theo trinh tw sau:
(Vi du: Pua ra cac giai phap giup giam thiéu tic dong cua ageing population)
One measure would be for someone to do something

One measure would be for governments to increase the retirement age for working adults,

perhaps from 65 to 70.
Another solution/remedy would be that....

Another remedy would be that governments encourage immigration in order to increase the

number of working adults who pay taxes.



Furthermore, S + V+ O
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Furthermore, money from national budgets will need to be taken from other areas and spent on

vital healthcare, accommodation and transport facilities for the rising numbers of older citizens.

1.6. Chién thuit viét dang bai causes & effects

Cau 1: Nhiém vu 1a giéi thiéu topic (thuong duoc viét bang cach
INTRODUCTION paraphrase lai cau ctia dé bai) ‘
Cau 2: Tra 101 chung cau hoi cua dé bai.
Thao luan cac causes
BODY1 (There are several reasons why...)
BODY 2 Théo luan cac effects
(The trend towards sth can result in some negative effects)
CONCLUSION Tom tit chung cu tra 10

2. TU VUNG HQC THUAT CHO 17 CHUM TOPIC LON

1.7. Jobs

To secure a job To seek employment

Tim kiém viéc lam

To walk into a job

Tim dugc cong viéc mdt cach de dang

A defined career path

Con duong su nghi¢p da dugc xac dinh

To develop a range of experience and skills

Phat trién mot loat cac kinh nghiém + k¥

nang

Working conditions

bicu kién lam viéc

Working environment

Moi truong lam viéc

The atmosphere in a workplace

Khong khi tai noi lam viéc

A sense of job satisfaction

Cam giéc hai long véi cong viéc

Personal relationships

Nhitng moéi quan h¢ ca nhan

The salary package

Mirc luong

Job seekers = Job hunters

Nguoi tim viéce

Office work

Cong viéc van phong

Job opportunities = employment

Co hoi viéc lam

Employment prospects

Trién vong cong viéc

A choice of profession

Su Iya chon nghé nghiép
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To be jobless = to be unemployed Thét nghiép

The unemployed (plural) = Jobless people = Nhimng ngudi thit nghiép

Thoce wwhn have na inh

To face financial difficulties Gip khé khin vé tai chinh

Self - employment Ty lam chu

Céc ban c6 thé tham khao doan vin Band 9 ctua théy Simon str dung mat s6 tir minh d3 liét ké &

trén.

Nevertheless, I believe that other considerations are just as important as what we earn in our
jobs. Firstly, personal relationships and the atmosphere in a workplace areextremely
important when choosing a job. Having a good manager or friendly colleagues, for example, can
make a huge difference to workers' levels of happiness and general quality of life. Secondly,
many people's feelings of job satisfaction come from their professional achievements, the
skills they learn, and the position they reach, rather than the money they earn. Finally, some
people choose a career because they want to help others and contribute something positive to

society.

1.8. Education

Prestigious universities

Céc truong DH danh tiéng

Standards of education

Céc tiéu chuan cua gido duc

The standard of a country's education system

Tiéu chuan cua hé thong gido duc

The quality of future generations of workers

Doi ngii lao dong tuong lai

A well-educated workforce

Luc luong lao dong dugc dao tao tot

University graduates

Sinh vién tot nghiép PH

To be experts in their fields

La chuyén gia trong linh vuc ctia ho

Academic qualifications gained abroad can

open the door to better job opportunities.

Bang cap chuyén mon dat dugc ¢ nude
ngoai c6 thé m¢é canh cura dén véi cac

,
co hoi viée 1am tot hon

To provide a general education across a range

of subjects
To provide a comprehensive learning

programme with a wide range of subjects

Cung cip chuong trinh gido duc toan

dién thong qua mot loat cac mon hoc
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To focus on a limited number of practical

courses
To focus on a narrow range of subjects related

to a particular career

Chi tap trung vao mdt sO cac mon hoc

thuc té

To broaden students' horizons

Mo rong su hicu biét/ tam nhin cho sinh

vién

To achieve their potential

To continue their studies/ their education

Tiép tuc viéc hoc

To pursue vocational training/ education

Theo hoc nghé/ gido duc nghé

To learn practical skills related to their chosen

profession

Hoc cac k¥ ning thuc té lién quan dén

nghé nghiép ma da chon

To gain an in-depth knowledge of their chosen

careecr

Co dugc kién thure sau sac vé nghé

nghi¢p da chon

Overseas students

Du hoc sinh

To be exposed to different cultures and

customs

Puoc tiép xtc voi cac nén van hoa va

tap tuc khac nhau

To expose students to a world of knowledge

and information

Gitp sinh vién tiép xtc véi nhicu kién

thirc va thong tin

Skills which are useful for their future jobs

Nhiing k¥ nang c6 ich cho cong viéc

tuong lai

To have access to free schooling

Ti€p can voi gido duc mién phi

Home - schooled children

Nhiing tré em duoc day dé dugce tai nha

Schools offer a better overall educational

experience

Trudng hoc cung cap trai nghiém toan

dién vé gido duc tot hon

According to their academic ability

Tuy theo kha nang hoc tap cua ho

Mixed ability classes

Nhitng 16p hoc nhiéu trinh d6 khéac

nhai

Cac ban co thé tham khao doan van Band 9 cua thﬁy Simon sir dung mot s6 tir minh d3 liét ké &

trén.

On the other hand, I believe that it is more beneficial for students to continue their studies.

Firstly, academic qualifications are required in many professions. For example, it is impossible

to become a doctor, teacher or lawyer without having the relevant degree. As a result, university

graduates have access to more and better job opportunities,
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and they tend to earn higher salaries than those with fewer qualifications. Secondly, the job

market is becoming increasingly competitive, and sometimes there are hundreds of applicants for

one position in a company. Young people who do not have qualifications from a university or

college will not be able to compete.

1.9. Language

Minority languages

Ngon ngilr dia phuong (it nguoi st dung)

The prevalence of a language

Su phd bién (thdng tri) cia mot ngdn ngit

The popularity of English

Su phd bién cua tiéng Anh

English is becoming a global second

language

Tiéng Anh trd thanh ngon ngit thtr hai

Native languages

Ngon ngir ban dia

The use of a language

Viéc st dung ngon ngir

The constraint of communication

Su tré ngai trong giao tiép

(Rich) cultural diversity

Su da dang van hoa

Cultural identity

Ban sac van hoa

An endangered language

Mot ngdn ngit dang bi de doa

A language is dying out = a language

disappears

Mot ngdn ngit dang bién mat

Linguistic ability/skills

Kha nang ngon ngtt, ki ndng ngdn ngix

The language barrier

Rao can ngon ngir

Céac ban c6 thé tham khao doan vin Band 9 cua théy Simon str dung mdt s6 tir minh d3 liét ké &

trén.

Despite the above arguments, I believe that governments should try to preserve languages that

are less widely spoken. A language is much more than simply a means of communication; it has

a vital connection with the cultural identity of the people who speak it. If a language

disappears, a whole way of life will disappear with it, and we will lose the rich cultural

diversity that makes societies more interesting. By spending money to protect minority

languages, governments can also preserve traditions, customs and behaviours that are part of a

country's history.

1.10. Road safety

Strict punishments = Severe punishments =

Heavy punishments/fines

Hinh phat ndng
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Lenient punishments

Hinh phat nhe

To impose a heavier course of punishments

Ap dung cac hinh phat ning hon

To institute heavier penalties = To institute
heavier fines = To introduce heavier

punishments

Dua ra/ Gidi thi€u céc hinh phat nang

hon

Prison sentences

Sy tong tu

Traffic lawbreakers Driving offenders

Nguoi vi pham ludt giao thong

Commuters

Hanh khach

Fear of the death penalty

So an tir hinh

The fear of being sentenced to prison

Noi so bi két an tu

A decrease in the rate of road accidents

Su giam ty I¢ tai nan giao thong duong
bd

To promote better driving habits

Gitp thic ddy thoi quen 14i xe tot hon

Céac ban c6 thé tham khao doan vin Band 9 cua théy Simon str dung mat s6 tir minh d3 liét ké &

trén.

On the one hand, strict punishments can certainly help to encourage people to drive more

safely. Penalties for dangerous drivers can act as a deterrent, meaning that people avoid

repeating the same offence. There are various types of driving penalty, such as small fines,

licence suspension, driver awareness courses, and even prison sentences. The aim of these

punishments is to show dangerous drivers that their actions have negative consequences. As a

result, we would hope that drivers become more disciplined and alert, and that they follow the

rules more carefully.

1.11. Crime

To commit a crime Pham t6i

To break the law

Vi pham phap luat

Unlawful actions

Nhirng hanh dong vi pham phap luat

Sth acts as a deterrent

Dong vai tro nhu 1 su ngén chén, ran de

Prison sentences

Su tng ti

Imprisonment

Su tong giam

Community service

Lao dong cong ich
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Rehabilitation

Su cai tao

Rehabilitated prisoners

Tu nhan duoc cai tao

Criminals = Wrongdoers =

Lawbreakers = Offenders =

Toi pham

Ex-prisoners = ex-offenders =
reformed criminals = ex-convicts =
used-to-be wrongdoers = people

who have been in prison

Nhitng nguoi da ting 1a tdi pham

Inmates

Tu nhan

To deter/ discourage people from
doing sth For example: To
discourage teenagers from breaking

the law

Ngan ai do khoi lam viéce gi

To re-offend

Pham t0i lai/ Tai pham td1

To engage in unlawful/ criminal

activities

Tham gia vao céc hanh vi pham phap

To serve a prison sentence

Chap hanh an ti

A criminal record

Ho so pham toi

Capital punishments
Death penalty

An tir hinh

To send sb to prison

Tong ai do vao tu

To sentence criminals to death

Tuyén an tir hinh

A form of revenge

1 hinh thtrc tra thu

Productive members of society

Nhirng thanh vién c6 ich ctia xa hoi

A course of punishments imposed

on lawbreakers

Mot loat cac hinh phat ap dat cho nhitng nguoi

pham luét

The dangers of a criminal lifestyle

Su nguy hiém cua 16i séng t6i pham

Céac ban c6 thé tham khao doan vin Band 9 cua thﬁy Simon str dung mat s6 tr minh da liét ké &

trén.

11
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On the one hand, criminals do need to be punished in some way. A person who commits a crime
must learn that unlawful actions have consequences. Prison sentences punish offenders because
they lose their freedom, and are separated from family and friends. In this way, prison acts as a
deterrent to make people think carefully before breaking the law. Last year in the UK, many
people were given a prison sentence for rioting, and hopefully this punishment will deter them

from similar behaviour in future.

1.12. Fast food and health

The availability of fast food Su ¢6 san thirc in nhanh

The prevalence of fast food /processed food/ Sy thinh hanh cua d6 dn nhanh/ d6 n
preprepared meals da ché bién/ d6 an da nau sin
Unhealthy junk food Db an vat

A diet of convenience foods Ché d6 an toan d6 an tién loi

To result in serious health problems Dan t6i nhitng van dé sirc khoe nghiém
To be responsible for some ailments such as high Chiu trach nhiém cho céc bénh nhur...
blood pressure, obesity and heart disease

To be increasingly overweight = more obese Ngay cang béo phi

To cause health deterioration Gay ra su suy giam vé strc khoe

To be detrimental = hamrful to... C6 hai tdi ai, cai gi

To consume an excessive amount of fast food Tiéu thu khoi lugng 16n thirc &n nhanh
To shape the future eating habits Hinh thanh thoi quen dn uéng trong
Ailments = Illness Bénh tat

The pace of life increases Nhip séng ting

Excessive individual consumption Su tiéu thu ca nhan vuot mirc

Health risks associated with this trend Nhirng rii ro vé strc khoe lién quan t6i
The major health problems Nhirng van dé strc khoe chinh

To cause various health problems Gay ra rat nhiéu van dé vé stic khoe
To face health problems Gip nhiéu van dé vé stic khoe

To lead a sedentary lifestyle Séng 1 16i song it van dong

Sedentary office work Cong viéc van phong it van dong
Unhealthy eating habits Théi quen dn udng khéng lanh manh
The lack of physical exercise/ physical activities Thiéu cac hoat dong thé chat

To be involved in less outdoor activities Tham gia vao it cac hoat dong ngoai
To increase the burden on hospitals and taxpayers Gia tang ganh nang vao bénh vién va

12
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To keep their eyes glued to the screens

Dan mat vao man hinh

To suffer from eye diseases

Mac cac bénh vé mat

To institute a higher tax rate on beverages.

bat mt mac thué cao hon vao do uong

In an attempt to do sth

NG lyc 1am gi

1.13. Men - women

Household tasks = Household jobs Household
work = Household duties Household chores =

Domestic duties = Domestic tasks

Viéc nha

To share household responsibilities
To share their parenting and domesti
responsibilities.

To divide roles and responsibilities

Trach nhiém viéc nha

Fair division / Fair share

Phéan b6’/ Chia sé viéc nha

To reduce the heavy workload

Chia sé ganh nang cong vi¢c

Traditional gender roles/ Parental roles

Vai tro cua cha me

Men - Breadwinner

Dan 6ng- try cdt trong gia dinh

Women - Household controllers

Phu nit- quan xuyén vi¢c nha

Parental roles

Vai tro cua cha me

Marriage partners

Vo chong

Single-parent families

Nhing gia dinh chi ¢6 b6 hodc me

The rise in divorce rates

Su gia tang trong ty 1€ ly hon

To assume childcare responsibilities

Dbam nhiém viéc cham séc con cai

To take on the role of househusband

Dam nhiém vai tro ctia nguoi chong ndi

tro

To provide a healthy home environment for

their babies

Cung cap 1 méi trudng & nha lanh

manhcho con cai cia ho

The lack of closeness in families

Thiéu sy than mat, gan bo trong gia dinh

Men and women should have access to the same

educational opportunities

Dan 6ng va phu nir nén co6 su tiép
candén céac co hdi gido duc ngang bang

nhau

A range of occupations is available to both

SEXES

Mot loat cac nghé nghiép thich hop cho

cd 2 gidi

13
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Paternity leave

Ché d6 chong nghi ¢ nha chdm soéc v

khi vo sinh con

Maternity leave

Ché d6 nghi thai san ciia phu nit

1.14. Environment

Fossil fuels such as coal, oil and natural gas

Nang lugng hoa thach nhu 1a than da,

dau mo va khi ty nhién

The use of alternative sources of energy,

including wind power, water power and nuclear

Viée su dung cac ngudn nang lugng

thay thé.

Renewable energy from solar, wind or water

Nang lugng tai tao

A greater level of environmental contamination

Murc o 6 nhiem mdi truong cao hon

The growing demand for fossil fuels in the world

Nhu cau ning luong hoa thach ngay

The deterioration in the air quality

Giam chit luong khong khi

To burn fossil fuels to generate energy

Pét chay ning luong hoa thach dé tao

To reduce the dependence on the traditional

Giam sy phu thudc vao cac nguon

resources/ on fossil fuels

luong truyén thong.

To suffer from adverse effects of environmental

Y\Y‘f\]‘\] ameg

Chiu dung nhitng anh huong ti€u cuc

5 ~ A A A \
oia nhivne van A8 mAi trivdynao

To curb environmental deterioration

Kiém ché suy thoai méi truong

To lower the demand for energy in every

Lam giam nhu cau nang lugng cua

To promote environmentally-friendly technology

Khuyén khich nhimg céng nghé than

To raise the public's ecological consciousness

Nang cao nhan thirc vé moi truong

Pollutants Chat gy 6 nhiém
Toxic wastes Chat thai doc hai
Gas emissions from factories Khi thai tir nha may

Exhaust fumes from vehicles

Khi thai tir xe ¢0

Air pollution

O nhiém khong khi

Environmental problems

Nhirng van dé vé moi truong

To alleviate environmental problems

Lam diu bét nhitng van dé vé moi

To contaminate the environment

Lam 6 ué€, lam ban

To destroy the environment

Ph4 hity méi trudng

To degrade the environment

Lam suy thoai mdi truong

14
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To aggravate

Lam tram trong them

The protection of wildlife

Béo v¢ dong vat hoang da

The ecosystem will be seriously affected

Hg¢ sinh thai s€ bi anh hudng nghiém

1.15. Natural resources

The growing consumption of natural resources

Viéc ti€u thu cac nguodn tai nguyén thién

nhién ngay cang gia tang

The over exploitation of the world's resources

Viéc khai thac qua mirc nguodn tai nguyén

The overconsumption of natural resources

Viéc ti€u thu qua mirc ngudn tai nguyén

Over-consuming natural resources

Tiéu thu qua murc nguodn tai nguyén

The increasingly high level of natural

resources exploitation

Su khai thac ngudn tai nguyén thién nhién

ngay cang tang cao

The natural resources will be dwindling

shortly in near future

Cac nguon tai nguyén thién nhién s€ suy

giam/ can kiét trong twong lai gan

An increase in the world's demand for natural

resources

Su gia tang nhu cau doi voi cac nguon tai

nguyén thién nhién

The shortage of resources

Su thiéu hut cac ngudn tai nguyén

The resources come to the verge of depletion

Céc ngudn tai nguyén c6 nguy co can kiét

To face the scarcity of fuels and materials

Dbi mit véi tinh trang khan hiém nhién

nguyén liéu

To exploit natural resources

Khai thac tai nguyén thién nhién

To utilize new sources of energy

Tan dung cac ngudn nang lugng mai

To damage natural habitat

Anh huéng méi truong tu nhién

To dwindle = To run out

Can kiét

The conservation and recovery of natural

resources

Viéc bdo ton va phuc hoi cac nguon tai

nguyén thién nhién

1.16. Food & diets

Food poisoning

Ngd doc thuc phém

Food sources

Nguén thtrc dn

Food safety

An toan thyc pham

The sources of food supply

Ngudn cung tng thuc phim
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The quality of foods

Chat luong thyc phim

To consume foods

Tiéu thy thuc pham

To grow a harvest

Trong trot mua mang

To adulterate

Thém phu gia, hoa chit vao thirc dn

Nutrients

Dudng chat

Nutrition elements

Céc yéu t6 dinh dudng

The mass production of food

San xuat thirc an dai tra

The mass slaughter

Gict mo dai tra

Packaged foods

Thirc dn dong goi

To follow/ take a vegetarian diet

Theo ché d6 an chay

To follow well-planned vegetarian diets

Theo nhitng ché d6 an chay hop 1y

To lead a vegetarian lifestyle

Theo 16i sdng an chay

To meet nutritional requirements

Dap tng nhu cau dinh dudng

To be at greater risk of nutrient deficiency

C6 nguy co thiéu hut dinh dudng

Vegetarianism

Thoi quen an chay

Vegetarians >< Non-vegetarians Meat eaters

Nhiing nguoi dn chay >< Nguoi khong an

People on vegetarian diets

Nhimng ngudi theo ché do an chay

1.17. Animal testing

Animal experiments

Nhing thi nghi¢ém trén dong vat

A limited amount of animal experimentation

Mot lugng han ché cac thir nghiém trén dong

vat

The use of animals in medical research

Su sir dung dong vat trong cac nghién ctru vé

yté

Through the use of animal experimentation

Qua cach st dung thi nghiém trén dong vat

The banning of animal testing for non-

medica products

Su cam vi¢c thi nghiém dong vat cho cac

muc dich phi y té

To ban testing on animals

CAm su thi nghiém trén dong vat

To stop experimenting on animals
To stop conducting experiments on animals

Ngung thur nghiém trén dong vat

To torture animals in cruel experiments

Tra tAn dong vat trong céc thi nghiém ac doc

Animal testing/ Animal research

Thi nghiém trén dong vat/Nghién ciru trén

dong vat
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Human-relevant results

Nhitng két qua co lién quan/ trong thich véi

con nguoi

Non-animal methods/ research

Nhitng phuong phéap/ nghién ctru khong st
dung dong vat

Vivisection

Su mo x¢é dong vat song (D€ nghién ciru

khoa hoc)

1.18. Traditions and customs

To adopt/ follow the traditions and customs

of the host country

Theo cac phong tuc, tdp quan cua nudc chu

nha

To embrace the culture of the natives

Theo van hoa cua nguoi ban xur

To accept new traditions and customs

Chép nhan cac truyén thdng va phong tuc

mai

To preserve their old customs and traditions

Bao ton nhirng tip quan, truyén thong cii

To keep customary and traditional values

Giit gin nhitng gia tri truyén théng

To sustain cultural traits

Duy tri nhiing ban sac van hoa

To have distinct traditions and customs

C6 nhiing truyén théng va phong tuc riéng

biét

The adherence to new customs

Vi¢e tudn theo nhiing phong tuc méi

Cultural adaptation

Su thich tng van hoa

Cultural differences

Su khac biét vé van hoa

Cultural identity

Ban sac van hoa

Cultural norms

Nhing chuan muc vé van hoa

Religion

Ton gido, su tin ngudng

Indigenous practices

Nhiing tap quan ban dia

1.19. Transport

Traffic problems

Nhitng van dé giao thong

The problem of traffic congestion = Traftic

Van dé tic nghén giao thong Ket xe

Traffic accidents

Nhing vu tai nan giao thong

Traffic rules To break traffic rules

Luat giao thong

To exceed the speed limit

Vuot qua tde do

Poor transport infrastructure

Co sd ha tang giao thong kém

The demands for using private vehicles

Nhu cau sir dung phuong tién ca nhan
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During the rush hour - During peak periods

Trong sudt gio cao diém

Means of transport = modes of transport =

forms of transport

Phuong tién giao thong

Well-designed transport systems

Hé théng giao thong dugc thiét ké tot

A range of different types of transport

Mot loat cac loai hinh giao thong khac nhau

A popular method of public transport

Mot loai hinh giao théng cong cong phd bién

To increase/ ensure road safety

Nang cao/ dam bao an toan duong bo

To provide public transport for free To

Cung cap hé thong giao théng cong cong

To ease/ reduce/ relieve/ alleviate traffic

Gidm tac nghén giao thong

To impose strict punishments for traffic

Dua ra nhitng hinh phat nang hon cho nhiing

To introduce a double-fine penalty to traffic

Ap dung hinh phat nhan déi déi voi cac

To increase the minimum legal age for

Tang do tuoi 1ai xe

To encourage greater use of public transport

Khuyén khich st dung phuong tién giao

To finance infrastructure projects

Tai trg cac du an co s¢ ha tang

To charge a congestion fee

Thu phi tic nghén

To introduce road safety measures

G101 thi¢u/ dua ra cac bién phap an toan

Licence suspension

Dinh chi gidy phép 1ai xe

Speed cameras

Camera theo ddi tdc do

1.20. Government and society

Raise money by taxing working people/

taxing people's income

Thu tién bang viéc danh thué ngudi di lam/

danh thué thu nhap cta ngudi dan

To impose taxes on sth

Danh thué cai gi

Raise people's awareness of issues (climate

change healthy eating)

Nang cao nhén thirc cia moi ngudi veé cac

van dé (bien doi khi hau, an udng lanh manh)

Social and political instability/unrest

Su bat On vé xa hodi va chinh tri

Foster/ Increase/ Improve a sense of

Néng cao y thirc cong dong

Enhance community connectedness

Nang cao su két noi trong cong dong

Reduce/ Eliminate gender/ social/ economic

inequality
= Promote gender/ social/ economic equality

Giam sy bat binh dang vé gidi/xa hoi/kinh té
= Tang cuong su binh ding gidi/xa hoi/kinh

te

Adopt/ enact/ pass a law

Ap dung/Ban hanh/Thong qua 1 diéu luat

Government subsidy/ grant/ funding

Su tro cap/tai tro tir chinh phu
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To be subsidized/ financed/ funded by the

government/governments

Puoc trg cp boi chinh pha

Government expenditure/ spending on sth

Su chi tiéu cua chinh phu vao cai gi

Taxpayers

Nguoi dong thué

National security National defence

An ninh qudc gia

To deter military attack by another country

Ngan chan sy tan cong quan sy tir quoc gia

khac

To use censorship to protect children from

violen images
To censor what public sees or reads in the

media

Str dung su kiém duyét dé bao vé tré em
khoi cac hinh anh bao luc

Kiém duyét nhirng gi ngudi dan nhin thay
hoac doc trén cac phuong tién thong tin dai
chung

There should be age limit for websites and

compute games

Nén c6 gidi han do tudi cho cac trang web va

tro choi dién tir

Support people who are living in poverty or

unabl to work

Gitp dd nhiing ngudi ngheo hodc khong co

kha ndng lam viéc

The security and well-being of the citizens

Sy an toan va sy hanh phuc, khoe manh cua

cac cong dan

To provide free education and healthcare

Cung cp gido duc va y té mién phi

To create jobs

Tao cong an vi¢c lam

To control armed forces and police forces

Quan ly luc luong vii trang va lyc lugng

canh sat

Corruption

Su tham nhiing

Social evils

Nhiing t& nan xa hdi

Social relationships

Nhitng moéi quan hé xa hoéi

Social responsibility

Trach nhiém doi vdi xa hoi

Social issues

Cac van de¢ trong xa hoi

1.21. Life in city vs life in countryside

To enjoy/ like the hectic pace of life/ the
hustle and bustle of the city life

Thich nhip séng nhanh chéng/ Sy 6n a0 ndo

nhiét ctia cudc song thanh pho

To get access to more and better job

opportunities

Tiép can voi cac nhi€u co hi viéc lam tot

hon
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To cope with the stress/ pressure of urban life

Doi dién voi stic ép cua cude song thanh thi

To get caught up in the rat race (in the rat

race la idiom dung trong speaking)

Bé tac trong cai vong luan quan

To enjoy/ love the vibrant/ lively nightlife

Yéu thich cudc song s61 dong vé dém

To be close to all the amenities

Gan vdi céc tién nghi cudc song

To put up with/ get stuck in/ sit in
massive/huge/heavy/endless/constant/

continuous traffic jams

Chiu dl_mg/bé tac trong tinh trang tac duong
dién rong/khing khiép/vo tan/kéo dai/khong

ngung

To tackle/ ease/ reduce/ relieve/ alleviate the

heavy/ severe traffic congestion

Giai quyét van dé tic duong nghiém trong

To be affected/ choked/ damaged by

pollution

Bi anh huong/ngdt ngat/bi gay tn hai boi su

0 nhiém

To enjoy/ like the relaxed/ slower pace of life

Tan huong/thich nhip séng cham rai

To enjoy/ love/ explore the great outdoors

Tan huong/yéu thich/kham pha thé gidi bén

ngoai tuyét voi

To need/ want to get back/ closer to nature

Can/mudn quay trd lai/gan hon véi thién

anlhiAen

To be surrounded by open/ unspoilt/

picturesque countryside

Dugc bao quanh boi viung nong thon thoang

dang/nguyén so/dep nhu tranh vé

To escape/ quit/ get out of/ leave the rat race

Tron thoat/ttr bo céi vong luan quan ( cua

cudc sdng do thi)

To seek/ achieve a better/ healthy work-life

balance

Tim kiém/dat dugc su can béng tdt hon gitra

cong viéc va cudc song

To downshift to a less stressful life

Chuyén sang 1 cudc song it ap lyc hon

To create/ build/ foster a strong sense of

community

Xay dung/nang cao y thirc cong dong

To depend on/ be employed in/ work in

agriculture

Phu thudc vao/lam viéc nong nghiép

To tackle/ address the problem of rural

unemployment

Giai quyét vin dé that nghiép ¢ nong thon

To live in a comfy and cosy life

Song 1 cugc song thoai mai va am cling
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Various forms of advertising

Nhiéu hinh thirc quang céo khac nhau

Television commercials

Quang c4o truyén hinh

Advertisements

Nhitng mau quang cdo

The advertising campaigns of multinationa

companies

Nhitng chién dich quang co ctia cac cong ty

da quéc gia

Eye-catching images

Nhiing hinh anh bat mat

The allure of advertised products
The magnetism of advertising

Su 161 cudn cua cac san pham dugc quang

cao/ Suc hap dan ctia quang cao.

The power of advertising

Su anh huong cua quang cao

The growth of the advertising industry

Su phat trién ciia nganh céng nghiép quang

cao

To reach a wide audience

Tiép can 1 lugng 16n khan gia

To give people moral messages

Pua moi nguoi nhitng thong diép dao duc.

To persuade people to follow the latest trend

Thuyét phuc moi ngudi chay theo...

1.23. Weapons

Nuclear weapons

Vi khi hat nhan

Military technology

Cong ngh¢ quan su

A risk of accidents with guns

Nhiing mdi de doa tai nan tir sung

To surrender

Pau hang/ Su dau hang

To arrest

Bit giit ai

To act as a deterrent

Dong vai tro nhu 1 su ran de

Terrorist

Bon khiing b6

Offenders

Bon pham t6i

Criminal activities

Hanh dong pham tdi
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3. TUYEN TAP GIAI PE THI TU 2015 — 2017 TU BAND 8+

1.24. Nowadays, many families have both parents working. Some working
parents believe other family members like grandparents can take care of their
children, while others think childcare centres provide the best care. Discuss

both views and give your own opinion. (Pé thi ngay 14/3/2015)
Paraphrases:

e Childcare centres = Childcare organizations = Childcare settings = babysitting
environment = caregivers
e Family members = close relatives
Samples:
People have different views about whether children should be sent to childcare organizationsnor
taken care of by their close relatives when their parents go out to work. While I accept that the
help of other family members is crucially important, I believe that it is better to find a childcare

setting for children.
On the one hand, the option to rely on other family members for childcare is attractive for

several reasons. The first reason is that since family caregivers often show a strong emotional
attachment to children, parents can feel much less worried about the safety of their offspring and
continue with their work without distractions. Secondly, as family caregivers, grandparents, for
example, may provide care at no cost or at a much more reasonable charge. In this way, parents

can save money while family members may feel a great sense of fulfilment.
On the other hand, I believe that it is more beneficial if parents send their children to childcare

centres. Firstly, the staff members of these places, compared to relatives, possess a richer source
of experience in keeping children involved in a variety of activities to improve their social skills.
Therefore, childcare centres may provide a comprehensive babysitting environment that is both
educational and nurturing. Additionally, as those employees are often professionally trained and
meet the qualification standards required by childcare organisations, they are more likely to
handle any unanticipated issues which could potentially arise more methodologically. For
example, staff members can give children instructions properly in emergency situations such as

fires and earthquakes.
In conclusion, it seems to me that babysitting could be better done by childcare centres rather

than close relatives.
(277 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

o To show a strong emotional attachment to sb: Thé hién sy gan bo vé mit tinh cam
e A great sense of fulfillment: Cam gidc hoan thanh
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e To possess a richer source of experience in + Ving: C6 nhiéu kinh nghiém hon, day dan kinh

nghiém hon trong viéc lam gi

e A comprehensive babysitting environment: M6i trudng cham soc tré toan di¢n

e Nurturing: Dudng duc

o To meet standards: Pap tng nhiing tiéu chuan

e Childcare centers/ organisations/ settings: Co s¢, trung tdim cham séc tré

e Babysitting: Viéc giir tré (ho)

e Methodologically: Mot cach c6 phuong phap

¢ Emergency situations: Nhiing tinh hudng khan cap
1.25. In some countries the average weight of people is increasing and their
levels of health and fitness are decreasing. What do you think are the causes of

these problems and what measures could be taken to solve them?
Paraphrase:

e The average weight of people is increasing = people are becoming increasingly

overweight = there is an increasing/growing number of obese people
e The level of health and fitness are decreasing = Time spent on physical activities is on the

decrease.
Sample:
It is true that people in some nations are becoming increasingly overweight and their time spent
on physical activities is on the decrease. There are several contributors to this trend and measures

should be taken to tackle the problems.
There are several factors that affect people's physical health in modern societies. Firstly, many

people tend to underestimate the negative consequences of unhealthy eating habits on their
health. Many youngsters, for example, often rely on the convenience of fast foods or preprepared
meals to save their cooking time. The excessive individual consumption might be responsible for
some ailments such as high blood pressure, heart disease and obesity. The prevalence of
technological devices can be another determinant of health. For a number of teenagers, their time
for outdoor activities is sacrificed for a few more hours on computer screens. This might lead to

sedentary lifestyle among the young.
However, there is a course of actions that could be taken to address problems described above.

One measure would be for governments to raise people's awareness of health hazards associated
with the consistent consumption of fast foods as well as the importance of healthy diets. This can
be partially done by attaching all nutrition-related information on each product or on the menus
of fast food restaurants. The second remedy would be that there should be more sports
competitions organized at schools and workplaces. In this way, the young feel motivated to

enhance fitness.
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In conclusion, there are several causes for the rising number of obese people, and effective

solutions should be produced soon to mitigate the problem.
(263 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwoge ding trong bai viét:

. Physical activities: Nhitng hoat dong thé chat

J Contributor: Nhan t6 dong gop

. Unhealthy eating habits: Théi quen dn uéng khong lanh manh/ khong dam bao sirc khoe
J The individual excessive consumption: Ti€u thy vugt mirc

J The prevalence: Su phé bién, sy thinh hanh

. Determinant: Yéu t& quyét dinh

. Outdoor activities: Nhirng hoat dong ngoai troi

. Sedentary lifestyle: L6i song ludi van dong (ngdi nhiéu di lai it)

. To raise people's awareness of: Nang cao nhan thirc cua ai do

J Health hazards: Nhirng mdi nguy hai t6i strc khoe

. Nutrition related information: Nhitng thong tin lién quan t61 dinh dudng
. Remedy: Bién phap

. Fitness: Su luyén tap (thé chit)

J To mitigate: Giam thiéu

1.26. Some people think that schools should reward students who show the
best academic results, while others believe that it is more important to reward
students who show improvements. Discuss both views and give your own

opinion. (Pé thi ngay 18/4/2015)
Paraphrase:

e Students who show the best academic results = best students = best learners = high
achievers = students with the highest score in the exam = students having the highest

level of academic
e Students who show improvement = students making improvement in learning = students

showing (producing) improved (academic) results = students making progress in their
studies.
Sample:
People have different views about whether students should be rewarded based on their academic
achievements or their improvements in learning. While I accept that students who make
academic improvements are sometimes given gifts in recognition of their efforts, I believe that

schools should offer rewards to high achievers.
On the one hand, the idea to offer rewards to students who show improved results is attractive for

several reasons. Students making progress in their studies might feel that their efforts at school
are officially recognized. In this way, they are highly motivated to be more productive in studies.

Additionally, rewards tend to create a range of feelings among learners, from excitement to a
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sense of satisfaction. Receiving a small prize from teachers as an encouragement, for example,
can make students happy with the improvements that they make, even though they are not the

best students in class.
On the other hand, I believe that it is more necessary to praise those who have the highest level

of academic attainment. Firstly, students can become the best learners in their classes because
they work hard and demonstrate their consistent efforts and determination in their studies.
Therefore, they deserve to be granted rewards. Secondly, if prizes were awarded to those who
produce improved academic results, classes would encounter the situation in which the majority
of students obtain rewards during the semester. As a result, it would be unfair for students with

the highest scores in the exam.
In conclusion, it seems to me that schools should hand out awards to learners achieving the best

academic results rather than those who make academic improvements.
(269 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwoge ding trong bai viét:

. Academic achievements: Nhiing thanh tich hoc tap

. Academic improvements: Su tién bod trong hoc tap

. In recognition of: Ghi nhén cai gi d6

. High achievers: Nhitng ngudi dat két qua cao

. A range of feelings: Mot loat cam xtc

. An encouragement: Sy dong vién

. A sense of satisfaction: Cam giac hai long, théa man

. The highest level of academic attainment: Két qua hoc tip cao nhit
. Consistent efforts: No luc khong nglmg

J Determination: Sy quyét tim

1.27. Leaders and directors in an organisation are normally older people.
Some people think younger leader would be better. Do u agree or disagree?
(Dé thi ngay 10/1/2015)
Paraphrase:
e 0Old people = old employees/workers = old individuals
e  Young people = the young = young employees/workers = young individuals = young

generations
e Leader = director = important position/role = leadership position/role
e Organisation = corporation

Sample:

People have different views about whether important positions in corporations are better
undertaken by young leaders or older ones. While I accept that older people have some
personality traits to be good leaders, I believe that it is more beneficial for organizations to have

younger employees take on the role of leaders or directors.
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On the one hand, there are several reasons why old people can be considered for leadership
positions. Firstly, compared to the young, older employees often possess richer experience and
thus tend to be more careful when making important decisions. Additionally, through years of
experience, older workers tend to acquire much wisdom and show a superior understanding of
organizational culture. This might greatly contribute to the development of an organization.
Another reason is that as older workers often work well with their colleagues for many years,

procedures in training employees may become much less difficult when they are leaders.
On the other hand, I believe that leadership positions should be given to younger people. The

first reason is that younger generations tend to be more proficient when it comes to technology.
For example, many young employees may utilize social networking sites like Facebook or
Twitter to connect and engage potential customers from different countries, and then bring huge
revenue to their corporations. Secondly, young people are often full of ambitions and not
burdened by many external factors, such as childcare and family. Therefore, they can devote

more time to work, improving their company's efficiency.
In conclusion, while I accept that older individuals can become leaders or directors, I believe that

younger people can better undertake leadership roles.
(270 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwoge ding trong bai viét:

. Personality traits: Dic diém tinh cach

. To take on the role of: BDam nhiém vai tro

. Leadership positions: Vi tri Ianh dao

. To possess richer experience: Co nhiéu kinh nghiém hon

. Accquire much wisdom: Tich lity nhiéu hiéu biét

. Show a superior understanding of: C6 sy hiéu biét tot hon vé cai gi
J Be proficient: Thanh thao, gioi

. When it comes to: Khi n6i d&én van dé gi

. To utilize social networking sites: Str dung cac trang mang xa hdi
J To be burdened by: Ganh nang boi

J To undertake leadership roles: Bam nhiém céc vai tro lanh dao

1.28. Some students prefer to take a year off between school and university, to
work or to travel. Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? (DPé

thi ngay 28/2/2015)
Paraphrase:

e Take a year off = take a year out = take a gap year = spend/have a year off
e Student taking a year off to work or travel = high school leaver = a gap year student =

student having a year out before entering/attending/commencing

universities/colleges/tertiary studies = student spending a year off after high school
e Disadvatage = Drawback
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e Advantage = Benefit
Sample:
It is true that many high school graduates are interested in taking a gap year before entering
universities. While I accept that there are some drawbacks of this trend, I believe that the

advantages of taking a gap year are overwhelming.
On the one hand, several disadvantages can be anticipated when students take a year off after

high school. Firstly, the deferral of one year can make students a year behind their peers. While
their friends continue education, those who have a year off might be responsible for a longer
education process. Secondly, a year off to travel can be considered to be a waste of money since
teenagers may have to pay for accommodation and transportation fees. These expenses might be

better spared to attend university or college.
On the other hand, I believe that it is more beneficial for students to take a year out for a variety

of reasons. The first reason is that taking a year off to work is a great opportunity for students to
gain real work experience and learn new valuable skills before they pursue their tertiary studies.
This kind of employment experience can allow gap year students to identify universities that
most fit their personalities and career ambitions, making them better prepared for their chosen
universities and their post-university professions. Secondly, a year off to travel might allow high
school leavers to explore new lands and interact with new people. As a result, they can have a

better understanding of various cultures and broaden their social contacts.
In conclusion, it seems to me that the benefits of spending one year off before commencing

studies are more significant than the drawbacks.
(278 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

. High school graduates = high school leavers: Hoc sinh t&t nghiép cap ba
. To take a gap year = take a year out = take a year off = spend one year off: Nghi 1 ndm
(sau khi hoc xong cép ba va trudce khi vao dai hoc)

. Overwhelming: At han, vuot troi

J The deferral of: Su tri hoan

J Behind their peers: Tut lui so vdi dam ban

. Longer education process: Tién trinh hoc tap dai hoc

J Tertiary studies: Hoc dai hoc

. Gap year students: Nhiing sinh vién nghi 1 ndm (trudc khi vao DH)

. Post-university professions: Cong vi¢c sau DPH

] To have a better understanding of: C6 sy hiéu biét tot hon vé cai gi

J To broaden their social contacts: M rong cac mbi lién hé xa hoi

o To commence studies: Tiép tuc viéc hoc
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1.29. Many museums and historical sites are mainly visited by tourists but not
local people. Why is this the case and what can be done to attract more local

people to visit these places? (Pé thi ngay 7/2/2015)
Paraphrase:

e Museums and historical sites = musemums and historical places/attractions = historical

sites/attractions/places = monuments and historical sites
e Tourists = visitors
e Local people = local residents = local inhabitants = the locals = local dwellers = local

visitors
e Solution = remedy = method = action
e Resolve = address = tackle = alleviate = handle =migitage (the problem) = improve the

situation = combat the issue
Sample:
It is true that a number of important sites and monuments primarily attract tourists rather than
local inhabitants. There are various reasons for this, and some actions can be taken to improve

the situation.
Firstly, the shortage of activities held at historical attractions is partially to blame. For example,

the locals might not feel the need to visit museums if they discover nothing interesting out there.
Therefore, through the frequent organization of games or events, these sites may arouse an
interest among local residents. Secondly, many historical and cultural sites often impose heavy
charges, which might deter local people from visiting them. Additionally, since local people are
already quite familiar with their own culture and heritage, they naturally have less interest in

visiting their own city's museums.
There is a range of solutions that can be taken to address the problems described above. One

simple remedy would be for the authorities to organize numerous interactive activities on a
regular basis such as arts workshops or traditional dance shows. In this way, museums and
historical sites can become visually spectacular, and local residents can feel more encouraged to
visit these attractions and learn history, culture and many other aspects of life. Another solution
would be that the state should place more emphasis on the maintenance of these places to make
them more appealing to all visitors. Finally, there should be more state subsidies for these

important sites so that all visitors might become less concerned about the entrance tickets.
In conclusion, several reasons can explain why many museums and historical attractions fail to

attract local visitors, however a number of actions could be taken to handle the problems.
(277 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir virng tot dwgc dung trong bai viét:

] Monuments: Di tich, dai tudng ni¢m
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. Local people = local residents = local inhabitants = the locals = local dwellers: Nguoi
dan dia phuong

J The shortage of sth: Thiéu céi gi

. Historical attractions/ places/ sites: Nhirng di tich lich st

. To be partially to blame: Bi d6 16i mot phan

. To arouse an interest: Khoi ddy niém yéu thich, sy quan tim

. To impose heavy charges: Dat mtrc phi cao hon

. To deter sb from doing sth: Ngéan chdn ai khoi viéc lam gi

] To be familiar with: Than quen véi

. Interactive activities: Nhitng hoat dong c6 tinh tuong tac

J To be visually spectacular: Thu hut truc quan

. Other aspects of life: Nhitng khia canh khac cta cudc séng

] To place more emphasis on sth: Chi trong hon vao vi¢c lam gi
. Appealing: Thu hit, 16i cudn

. To be concerned about sth: Quan tam téi

o To fail to do sth: Lam viéc gi ko dugc

. State subsidies: Tro cap chinh phi, nha nude

1.30. Some people think that the increasing use of computers and mobile
phones in communication has negative effects on young people's reading and

writing skills. To what extent do you agree or disagree? (Pé thi ngay 28/3/2015)
Paraphrase:

e The increasing use of computers and mobile phones = The high/large/growing use of
computers and cellphones = the increase in the use of computers and mobile phones = the
heavy dependence of technological gadgets/ digital devicessuch as computers and

cellphones
e Has negative effects on the young people’s reading and writing skills =

negatively/terribly affects the young’s writing and reading skills = cause the young’s
reading and writing skills to fall = determine the young’s reading and writing skills =
trigger the deterioration of the young’s reading and writing skills = lead to a decline in
the young’s reading and writing skills

Sample:

It is sometimes argued that the heavy dependence on modern technological gadgets such as

computers and cellphones negatively affects the young's reading and writing skills. I completely

agree with this idea.
Firstly, the high use of computers and mobile phones undermines young people's reading skills.

As a number of young people today have more and better access to computers and cellphones,
they probably spend their spare time using computers rather than reading printed texts. For

example, for many male students in Vietnam, their time for reading textbooks is sacrificed for a
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few more hours of playing video games. Therefore, a large increase in the use of computers and

cellphones causes the young's reading and writing skills to fall.
Secondly, the increasing use of computers and mobile phones also triggers the deterioration of

young people's writing skills. Many high school students become reliant on word processing
software applications which provide electronic tools such as spell checker and grammar when
working on assignments on computers. As a result, many students write misspelled words in
handwriting assignments and meet trouble in correcting them. Additionally, many digital devices
limit the number of characters an individual can use at a time, numerous teenagers take full
advantage of their limited space by using cyber-slang terms like LOL as laugh out loud or IDK
as I don't know. Even worse, many youngsters bring those text-based abbreviated languages into

formal writing, which may terribly affect their spelling and writing skills.
In conclusion, I believe that the growing use of computers and mobile phones lead to a decline in

young people's writing and reading skills.
(266 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

J The heavy dependence on sth: Phu thudc nhiéu vao cai gi

. Technological gadgets/ devices: Céac thiét bi cong nghé

. The high use of/ the increasing use of/ the growing use of sth: Viéc st dung ngay cang
tang/ nhiéu

. To undermine: Lam suy yéu, pha hoai

. To have more and better access to sth: Tiép can tot hon véi cai gi

. To sacrifice: Hi sinh

. To trigger the deterioration of: Gay ra sy suy giam cua cai gi

] To be reliant on sth: Phu thudc vao cai gi

. Handwriting assignments: Nhirng bai tap 1am viét tay

. To meet trouble in Ving: Gap kho khin, phién toai trong viéc 1am gi

J To take full advantage of: Tan dung tbi da

. Text-based abbreviated languages: Ngon ngit viét tat dwa trén vin ban
. A decline in sth: Su suy giam
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1.31. An increasing number of people are changing their careers. What are the
reasons? Do you think this is a positive or negative change? (Pé thi ngay

21/6/2014)
Paraphrase:
e (Careers = works = proffesions = employment = jobs = occupations
e An increasing number of people are changing their careers = there is an
increasing/growing number of people who quite their current jobs and seek/find better
employment opportunities = there is an increase in the number of people starting an

absolutely new career path/ embarking new jobs = people often make a career in search

of better employment opportunities.
e Change = trend = tendency
e Positive = desirable

Sample:
It is true that there is an increase in the number of people who switch their professions. There

could be several reasons for this, and I personally consider it to be a positive trend.
Firstly, people often make a career change in search of better employment opportunities. For

example, many people are not satisfied with the salary packages offered. As a result, they are
likely to move to companies which remunerate their level of competency more appropriately, and
provide a greater potential for career progression. Secondly, trying out a variety of professions
can be a reinvigorating experience for many young people. By embarking on a new job, the
young might stand a great chance to gain a range of real experience and learn practical skills,

improving the possibility of a sound job prospect in future.
In my view, the career change described above should be seen as a desirable trend. Many people

become motivated and stimulated with the broadened occupational outlook, which might lead to
a satisfying working life later on. Meanwhile, others might derive a great sense of satisfaction
from earning higher salaries or performing new roles at their workplaces. Additionally, many
people recognize the career path that is most suitable for them, and feel comfortable to work
towards their goals. Finally, the job market is becoming increasingly competitive, and those with
better qualifications and more remarkable skills are more likely to take up important positions in

organizations.
In conclusion, there is a range of reasons why people decide to start out on an absolutely new

career path, and I believe that this tendency is positive.
(267 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir virng tot dugc dung trong bai viét:

. To change/ switch/ alter: Thay dbi
. To make a career change: Thay ddi cong viéc, nghé nghiép
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. In search of better employment opportunities: Tim kiém co hoi viéc 1am tot hon

. To be satisfied with: Théa man véi

. To remunerate their level of competency: Tra thu lao twong xtrng v&i nang luc

J To provide a greater potential for: C6 nhiéu tiém ning hon

J To try out a variety of professions: Thir rat nhiéu cong viéc, nghé nghiép khac nhau
] A reinvigorating experience: Kinh nghiém quy gia

. To have/ stand a great chance to: C6 co hoi tot

J To improve the possibility of: Gia ting kha ning vé céi gi

. A satisfying working life: Cv thod man

J To derive a great sense of satisfaction from: C6 dugc su thoa man/ hai long tir dau
. To take up = undertake: Dam nhiém = take on the role of: Pam nhiém vai tro

. To start out on an absolutely new career path: Bit ddu mot con duong sy nghiép hoan
toan mai

1.32. Some people think that teachers should be responsible for teaching
students to judge right and wrong and to behave well. Some say that teachers
should only teach students about academic subjects. Discuss both view and

give your own opinion.
Paraphrase:

e To judge right and wrong = moral lessons = moral values = enthical lessons = ethical

priciples = morality standards
e Academic subjects = academic courses
e Place more importanc on = assume more responsibility to

Essay sample:
People have different views about the role of teachers at schools. While I agree that schools
should teach students about moral values, I believe that schools should place more importance on

teaching students academic courses.
On the one hand, there are several reasons why teachers should correct young learners' behaviors

and teach them ethical principles. The first reason is that when schools teach students about
morality standards, students can become aware of the right things to do. This might allow
schools to prepare students to be productive members of the society with good moral qualities
such as honesty, tolerance and sharing. Secondly, since the lack of moral values and unhealthy
attitudes of students can cause various serious problems to both schools and societies, ethical
lessons are likely to become crucially important in order to ensure the order of societies. For
example, if students failed to obey laws and behaved irresponsibly, societies would have more

delinquents and criminals, rather than qualified citizens.
Although I agree that moral lessons are important, I believe that academic subjects should be

more valued at schools for a number of reasons. Firstly, as the job market is becoming

increasingly competitive, schools should expose students to a wide range of knowledge so that
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they can get a job straight after school. For example, it would be impossible for the young to be
professional teachers or doctors if they did not master specialized knowledge in those fields.
Additionally, countries are often in need of well-educated workforce. Those who are experts in
particular industries can make their countries flourish by applying knowledge acquired at

university.
In conclusion, it seems to me that teachers should assume more responsibility to teach students

about academic subjects rather than moral lessons.
(288 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

. Moral values = moral lessons = morality standards = ethical principles = ethical lessons:
Nhirng bai hoc dao duc, nhiing chuan muc dao dirc

] To allow sb to do sth: Cho phép ai d6 lam gi

. Productive members of the society: Nhitng thanh vién c6 ich cho xa hoi

. Moral qualities: Nhitng pham chit dao dirc

. To ensure the order of societies: Pam bao ki luat xa hoi

] Delingquents: Ké pham t4i, ké pham phéap

. A wide range of knowledge: Nhiéu kién thirc

J To master: Nam vitng, sir dung thanh thao cai gi

. To be in need of: Can cai gi

J A well-educated workforce: Doi ngii/ luc lugng lao dong duoc dao tao tot
. To flourish: Hung thinh

. To assume the responsibility to do sth: Chiu trach nhiém lam gi

1.33. Developments in technology has brought various environmental
problems. Some believe that people need to live simpler lives to solve
environmental problems. Others, however, believe technology is the way to
solve these problems. Discuss both views and give your own opinion. (Dé thi

ngay 9/5/2015)
Paraphrase:

e Development in technology = improvement in technology = advanced technology =
technological advancement = technological advance = technological progress
e Simpler live = simpler life = simplistic life
Essay sample:
It is true that technology advancement has triggered a variety of environmental issues. While I
accept that these problems can be partially addressed by a simplistic life, I would argue that

technological progress can help curb environmental degradation more substantially.
On the one hand, there are some reasons why people lead a simpler life can solve environmental

problems. The first reason is that when individuals choose reusable products with minimal

packaging rather than disposable ones, large quantities of household waste can be reduced.

33



On thi Ielts writing task 2_Band 8' Alexa

Therefore, people's living areas will become more environmentally friendly. The second reason
is that when people take public transportation rather than driving, significant levels of exhaust
fumes from private vehicles released into the air can be saved. This then leads to a considerable
elimination in carbon dioxide emission that is a major contributor to the greenhouse effect and

global warming.
On the other hand, I believe that technological advances can better tackle environmental

problems. Firstly, thanks to the improvements in technology, various household products such as
refrigerators, washing machines and cooking appliances are designed to meet minimum energy
efficiency standards. As a result, while customers can cut down the energy consumption of their
products, a country can avoid the pending energy crisis. Secondly, it is technology that enables
countries to utilize alternative sources of energy such as solar and wind power so that they can
reduce their dependence on traditional energy resources. For example, India has employed its
advanced technology to build up photovoltaic solar power which harnesses the suns energy to

produce electricity without causing any damage to the environment.
In conclusion, it seems to me that technological advancements can better address environmental

problems.
(278 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwoge ding trong bai viét:

o Technologicaladvancement: Sy tién bd cong nghé

Environmental degradation: Suy thoai méi truong

To curb: Han ché, kiém ché

To be environmentally friendly: Than thién véi mai truong

Significant levels of exhaust fume: Lwong khi thai nhiéu

. A considerable elimination in sth: Sy giam thiéu dang ké trong cai gi

. A major contributor to: Nhén t gop phan chinh

To meet minimum energy efficiency standards: Pap tng nhimg tiéu chuan hiéu suit ning

lwong tdi thiéu

. The pending energy crisis: Cudc khung hoang nang lugng

. To utilize alternative sources of energy: Tan dung cic ngudn ning lugng thay thé
. Traditional energy resources: Nhitng nguon ning lugng truyén thong

J To cause damage to the environment: Gay ra nhirng anh huong t61 moi truong

1.34. Advertising discourages people from being different individuals by
making us want to be and to look the same. To what extent do you agree or

disagree? (Pé thi ngay 11/7/2015)
Paraphrase:

e Making us to be and to look the same = turning people into the samle individuals =
Impacting on the similarity of people’s lifestyle =Making people have the same

apperance
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e Tend to = have a tendency to = be more likely to = might/may/can
e For example = for instance
e In addition = additionally = in addition to that = even worse (negative mean)

Essay sample:
People have different views about whether or not advertising can turn people into similar
individuals. While I accept that advertising has a profound impact on the similarity of people's

lifestyle in today's society, I believe that this is not the sole factor that contributes to this trend.
On the one hand, advertising can certainly encourage people to consume identical products.

Many multinational companies apply psychological persuasion tactics to their marketing
campaigns, leading to the fact that people of different ages are often persuaded to buy products
of the same manufacturer. In addition, with a huge budget allocated for advertising strategies,
these giant market leaders are more likely to catch the attention of potential customers. For
example, by promoting a message that there is a limited stock, Apple has stimulated growing
demands for iPhone products and then dominated the smartphone industry. Therefore, the effect

of advertising on customers' buying decisions is undeniable.
On the other hand, I believe that apart from advertising, there are several other reasons for the

similarity in people's lifestyle. Firstly, many young people tend to copy dressing styles of their
idols. For instance, a large number of K-pop fans wear the same clothes and the same necklaces
as their stars do, making them have similar appearance. Secondly, people often purchase
products based on the recommendations of their friends or their family members. As a result,

they have a tendency to use products or services of the same suppliers.
In conclusion, it seems to me that there are several factors affecting the increasing similarity in

people's lifestyle, and advertising is among them.
(264 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir veng tot dwoe ding trong bai viét:

. To have a profound impact on sth: Cé tac dong dang ké t6i cai gi

. The sole factor: Nhan tb, yéu t6 duy nhat

. To encourage sb to do sth: Khuyén khich ai d6 lam gi

. Psychological persuasion tactics: Chién thuat thuyét phuc tam Iy

. People of different ages: Nhitng ngudi c6 do tudi khac nhau

. Giant market leaders: Nhitng nha 1anh dao thi truong

. To catch the attention of sb: Thu hut sy ch y cta ai do

. To stimulate growing demands for: Thiic diy nhu cau ngay cang gia ting
. To dominate: Thong tri, thong linh

. To be undeniable: Khong thé pht nhan duogc

. The similarity in sth (the similarity in people's lifestyle): Su trong dong, su gidng nhau
. Apart from: Ngoai céi gi ra...

. To have a tendency to do th: C6 xu thé lam gi
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1.35. Some people think that the governments should give financial support to
artists, musicians and poets. Others think that it is a waste of money. Discuss

both views and give your opinion. (Pé thi ngay 29/8/2015)
Paraphrase:

e Give financial support = provide/offerfinancial assistance/aid = the help of goverments =
the government funding of = the govermental/national/ state budget/ funding for =

allocate national budget to
e A waste of money = a waste of financial resources = be wasteful
e Be important = be of importance = be of significance
e Earning money = collecting money = substaining one’s livelihood

Essay sample:

People have different views about whether or not governments should provide financial
assistance to artists, musicians and poets. While there are some reasons why the funding for
artists could be seen as a waste of financial resources, I believe that the help of governments is of

importance.
On the one hand, there are those who argue that the governmental budget for supporting artists is

wasteful. Firstly, there are more priorities for the government to spend its budget. For example,
many children in developing countries live below the poverty line, and they have no access to
schooling. By allocating the national budget to build up a free education system in remote places,
the government can provide better educational opportunities for all members of society. This will
result in a well-educated workforce, and in turn a prosperous nation. Secondly, artists can
certainly support themselves without the financial aid of the government. They can collect
money by selling their artwork in order to sustain their livelihood and then live with their

passions.
On the other hand, I believe that government funding of arts can benefit the cultural identity of a

country. Artwork such as paintings or sculptures are much more than a work as they represent
traditions, customs and behaviors of a specific nation. For example, Dong Ho paintings, a line of
Vietnamese folk paintings originating in Dong Ho village, capture elements of everyday life and
express thoughts and wishes of people. By offering financial support to the field of arts, the
governments can motivate artists to do more research in the art sector, and produce more

incredible artwork. This helps them to preserve traditional aesthetic values of their countries.
In conclusion, there are good reasons why providing financial aid to artists could be a waste of

money, but in my opinion, the government funding is necessary.
(304 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwoge ding trong bai viét:
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. To provide financial assistance to sb = To provide financial aid to sb: Hd tro tai chinh
cho ai do

J The funding for sth: Kinh phi cho cai gi

. A waste of financial resources: Phung phi ngudn tai chinh

] To be of importance = To be of significance: Quan trong

. Priorities: Nhimng diéu vu tién, nhitng cai/tha dugc wu tién

J To live below the poverty line: Cudc sdng nghéo

. To have no access to sth: Khong dugc tiép can t6i cai gi

. To provide better educational opportunities for: Cung cap, mang lai co hdi gido duc tot
hon cho

o A well-educated workforce: Luc lugng lao dong dugc dao tao tbt

. To sustain their livelihood: Kiém ké sinh nhai

. A prosperous nation: Qudc gia gidu manh

. The financial aid of: Sy hd tro, tro gitip vé mit tai chinh

. The cultural identity: Ban sic vin hoa

. To represent: Pai di¢n

J To capture: Chiém duoc, gianh duoc, bét dugc

. To preserve traditional aesthetic values: Bao ton cac gia tri thim m¥ truyén thong

1.36. Children's education is expensive. In some countries, the government pay
some of or all of the costs. Do the advantages outweigh its disadvantages? (Dé

thi ngay 22/2/2014)
Paraphrase:

e Education fee = education expenditure/expense = tuition fee

e The governmental budget = the govermental/national/ statebudget
e Advantage = benefit

e Disadvantage = drawback

Essay sample:
It is true that education fees for children are partially or fully subsidized by the government in
some countries. While I accept that this may cause some potential problems, I would argue that

the benefits far outweigh its drawbacks.
On the one hand, there are several disadvantages that can be anticipated when the government

bears the responsibility for paying children's education expenditures. Firstly, the financial
support may place a burden on the national budget. The state budget is often diverted to a wide
range of important sectors such as healthcare provision, traffic infrastructure and environmental
conservation. If schools provide tuition assistance, it means that the national budget allocated to
other urgent issues might be insufficiently invested, affecting the economy as a whole. A higher
amount of taxes that families pay can also be linked in part to free schooling that often

accompany the allocation of budget to education by the government.
However, I personally believe that these drawbacks are far outweighed by the benefits. The first

advantage is that the government's subsidy can build a high quality education system with better
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learning opportunities to all children. This will result in a well-educated workforce, and in turn a
more prosperous country. Secondly, as the tuition fees are highly expensive, those with
insufficient financial resources might not be able to afford these expenses. Therefore, the
governmental funding can relieve financial burdens falling on low-income families, and they will

have more money for daily necessities and healthcare services.
In conclusion, it seems to me that the benefits of allocating the national budget to children's

education are greater than its drawbacks.
(267 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

. Partially or fully subsidized: Tro cap mot phan/ hoan toan

. To anticipate: Dy doéan, du bao

. To bear/ take/ shoulder/ assume the responsibility for: Chiu trach nhi¢m vé viée gi
. To place a burden on sth: Bdt ganh néng vao ai do

. To accompany: Di theo, di cung

J Subsidy: Tién trg cip

. Insufficient financial resources: Ngudn tai chinh khong du

] To relieve financial burdens: Giam bt ganh nang tai chinh

. Low-income families: Nhitng gia dinh c6 thu nhap thap

. Daily necessities: Nhitng vat dung can thiét

1.37. Some people think that governments should ban dangerous sports, while
others think people should have freedom to do any sports or activity. Discuss

and give your opinion. (Dé thi ngay 9/8/2014)

It is true that many people are interested in playing dangerous sports. While I accept that
governments should regulate high-risk sports activities, I believe that people have their own

freedom to choose whatever sports they want.
On the one hand, governments should prohibit dangerous sports in order to minimize the

potential risks that players can face. Some high-risk adventure sports such as mountain climbing
and off-piste skiing probably lead to severe injuries or even death when accidents happen. In
some cases, players might suffer from physical disabilities, and they are then responsible for high
medical costs for equipment and medicine. This places a heavy burden on their family members.
Therefore, the prohibition on dangerous sports, if imposed by the government, can help to save

people's lives.
On the other hand, I personally believe that there are several reasons why people should be given

freedom to take up any sports activity that they want. Firstly, many people play high-risk sports
as a way to challenge themselves and test their levels of endurance, while for others, these games
can create a range of feelings, from excitement to a sense of accomplishments. Consequently,
government's intervention in people's choice of sports activities might lead to a dissatisfaction

among adventurers. Secondly, when players choose to do high-risk activities, they are often

38



On thi Ielts writing task 2_Band 8' Alexa

aware of its potential risks that may threaten their lives, and equip themselves with proper safety

equipment. This might limit possible injuries if unexpected situations happen.
In conclusion, it seems to me that the decision to take up any sports activity should be made by

individuals.
(262 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwge ding trong bai viét:

. To regulate high-risk sports activities: Diéu chinh nhing hoat dong thé thao c6 rui ro cao
. High-risk adventure sports: Nhitng mén thé thao mao hiém

. To have own freedom to do sth: C6 quyén tu do lam gi

o To be responsible for: Chiu trach nhiém lam gi

J Levels of endurance: Cap do bén bi

] To create a range of feelings: Tao ra rat nhiéu cam xuc

J The intervention in sth: Su can thi¢p

J A sense of accomplishments: Cam giac hoan thanh

. A dissatisfaction: Su khong bang long, bat man

1.38. The best way for governments to solve the problem of traffic congestion
is providing free public transport in 24 hours per day, and seven days a week.

To what extent do you agree or disagree? (Pé thi ngay 9/1/2014)

People have different views about the measures that governments should take to reduce traffic
jams. While I accept that the provision of a free public transport system all the time is an
effective way to ease traffic congestion, I believe that there are other practical alternatives that

contribute to this problem.
On the one hand, the idea to provide free public transport all day and night is attractive for

several reasons. The first reason is that citizens will have more mobility options since subways,
buses and trains are highly accessible. As a result, the demands for using private vehicles will be
less severe, and the total volume of traffic will be significantly reduced. The second reason is
that there are major improvements in the traftic flow when governments offer free transit for all
residents. As public transport modes can accommodate a large number of passengers, the use of
private vehicles during peak periods can be limited, therefore relieving the problem of traffic

congestion.
On the other hand, I believe that the governments should take other solutions into consideration.

Firstly, in many cases, the overwhelming congestion is often blamed for poor transport
infrastructure rather than the great number of vehicles on the roads. In Vietnam, for example, the
severe traffic congestion is sometimes triggered by heavy rains and floods in municipal areas due
to poor flood control infrastructure. Therefore, it is necessary for governments to widen the

existing road system and upgrade infrastructure. Secondly, traffic congestion might be caused by

39



On thi Ielts writing task 2_Band 8' Alexa

driving offences in city centers. It is thus better for governments to impose strict punishments for

traffic violations.
In conclusion, I do not believe that offering zero-fare public transport is the best solution to the

problem of traffic congestion because other alternatives are equally realistic.
(294 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwge ding trong bai viét:

. Practical alternatives: Nhiing giai phap thay thé thiét thuc/ thyc tién

. The provision of sth: Viéc cung tmg, cung cap

. Mobility options: Nhing sy Iwa chon di chuyén

J To be highly accessible: D2 tiép can

J The demands for sth: Nhu cau cho cai gi

] To be severe: Khit khe, gay git

. To offer free transit: Van chuyén mién phi

J To accommodate a large number of passengers: Chira duoc nhiéu hanh khach hon
. To take sth into consideration: Can nhic cai gi

. To be blamed for sth: Bi d6 16i cho

. To impose strict punishments for: Pua ra nhiing hinh phat nang hon

J To offer zero-fare public transport = to provide a free public transport system: Cung cap

hé thong giao théng cong cong

o To be realistic: Thuc thi
1.39. Some people think that the government have the duty to ensure its
citizens have a healthy diet, while others argue it is the responsibility of each

individual. Discuss both views and give your opinion. (Pé thi ngay 19/7/2014)

People have different views about whether or not the government should care about the public
health. While I accept that we all have the responsibility to maintain healthy eating habits, I

believe that the government plays a crucial role in guaranteeing food safety for its people.
On the one hand, it is the responsibility of individuals to take control of what they consume. Due

to the availability of fast foods and pre-prepared meals, many young rely on the convenience of
these foods to save their cooking time. The consistent consumption might be responsible for
some serious ailments such as high blood pressure, diabetes and obesity, causing their physical
health to deteriorate. Therefore, by paying careful attention to their daily meals, people's health

can be greatly improved, and they can shape their healthy future eating habits.
On the other hand, I believe that it is more necessary for the government to strictly control the

sources of food supply. Firstly, there are a number of hazardous foods of unknown origin
available in the market such as mushrooms and meats, and without the intervention of the
government, people might make no sense of health risks associated with these foods. Therefore,
authorities have an obligation to limit strictly these food sources in order to reduce the risk of
food poisoning. Secondly, for the sake of profits, a number of food manufacturers inject toxic

substances into manufactured foods to maintain the freshness of foods for a longer time. With
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governmental control, substantial levels of additives can be reduced, and the quality of foods can

be improved as a result.
In conclusion, while individuals should be in charge of their food choices for a healthy life, I

believe that the government intervention in food safety is of greater importance.
(293 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwge ding trong bai viét:

. To maintain healthy eating habits: Duy tri thoi quen dn uéng dam bao strc khoe
. To play a crucial role in Ving: Péng vai trd quan trong trong...

. To guarantee: Dam bao

. To take control of sth: Kiém soat cai gi

. To deteriorate - Deterioration: Sy suy gidm

. To pay careful attention to sth: Chu y can than t6i cai gi

. To shape healthy future eating habits: Hinh thanh thoi quen an uéng dam bao strc khoe
trong tuong lai

. Hazardous foods of unknown origin: Thirc dn khong rd ngudn gdc xudt sir

o The intervention of: Su can thi¢p

J To make no sense of sth: Khong hiéu rd céi gi

. To have an obligation to do sth: C6 nghia vu lam gi

For the sake of sth: Vi lgi ich cua céi gi
Additives: Cac chat phu gia

To be in charge of sth: Chiu trach nhi¢m
To be of great importance: Rt quan trong
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1.40. Art classes, such as painting and drawing, are as important for children's
development as other subjects, so it should be compulsory in high school. Do

you agree or disagree? (Pé thi ngay 20/12/2014)

People have different views about whether art subjects should be added into the curriculum of
high school. While I accept that art courses are as equally important as other subjects, I do not

believe that these courses should be made compulsory.
On the one hand, in comparison with other subjects, art classes make an equal contribution to the

development of children for several reasons. Firstly, the addition of art subjects into the
curriculum of high school paves the way for students to receive general education. It means that
high-school students can have acce6\ss to abundant knowledge in a diverse range of fields,
preparing them for better employment prospects. Secondly, by taking art lessons, students can be
exposed to the world of artistic expression, and they can enrich their souls and build up their

spiritual life. In this way, students can perceive life from different angles.
On the other hand, I believe that art subjects should be made optional rather than compulsory. As

the curriculum of high school is highly demanding, the inclusion of art lessons in the list of
required courses might become unnecessary. For example, in Vietnam, many high school
students place a high emphasis on a variety of core subjects such as math, science and languages
in order to prepare for the graduation exam and the national entrance exam simultaneously.
Therefore, teaching art courses can result in unnecessary pressure on them and a waste of
resources. Another reason is that many high school students aged 16 to 18 discover their abilities
in a particularly subject, and forcing those who have no talent for arts to study these courses can

lead to a negative attitude towards learning.
In conclusion, it seems to me that art courses should be electives rather than required ones in

high school's curriculum.
(298 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

o To be added into sth: Puoc thém vao...

. Equally important: Quan trong khong kém

. Compulsory = Required: Bit budc

J Elective = Optional: Tuy chon

. In comparison with sth: So véi

] To make contribution to: Péng gop cho cai gi

. To pave the way for: Tao diéu kién cho cai gi

. Better employment prospects: Trién vong viéc lam tot hon
J To be exposed to sth: Tiép xtic véi cai gi

. To enrich: Lam giau

. Spiritual life: Doi séng tinh than

J To perceive life from different angles: Cam nhén cudc song tir cac goc do khac nhau
. To be highly demanding: Poi hoéi cao
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Simultaneously: Pong thoi
To place a high emphasis on sth: Dat trong tam vao cai gi
A negative attitude towards sth: C6 thai do tiéu cuc véi cai gi
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1.41. International community must act immediately to ensure all nations to
reduce their consumption of fossil fuels e.g gas and oil. To what extent do you

agree or disagree? (Dé thi ngay 25/1/2014)

People have different views about whether or not all countries should take immediate actions to
cut down their consumption of fossil fuels. While I accept that countries should enact policies to
reduce their dependence on natural resources, I believe that this is a long-term process rather

than an immediate one.
On the one hand, there are several reasons why it is the responsibility of all nations to reduce the

consumption of fossil fuels. The first reason is that the use of fossil fuels to generate energy
triggers a number of environmental problems. For example, the combustion of fossil fuels such
as coal, oil and natural gas for electricity generation or heat supply produces a substantial level
of carbon dioxide emissions to the atmosphere, which is a major cause of global warming and
climate change. A global collaboration between both developing and developed nations is
therefore effective to mitigate environmental degradation. The second reason is that as fossil
fuels are non-renewable energy sources that take many years to form, the over-exploitation might
lead to the resources coming to the verge of depletion, and the world may face the scarcity of

fossil energy resources in the future.
On the other hand, I believe that the reduction in the use of fossil fuels should be gradually

implemented. Firstly, many main economic sectors are heavily reliant on electricity that is
generated using fossil fuels for meeting their energy demands. If the international community
cuts down the use of fossil fuels immediately, many nations over the world might experience the
stagnation in their economic development process. Secondly, not all countries over the world
have built power plants such as nuclear power stations or hydroelectricity stations to generate
energy. Therefore, many countries are still highly reliant on fossil fuels as the major source of

energy, and the severe restriction on the use of natural resources seems to be infeasible.
In conclusion, I believe that expanding the production of renewable energy supplies is necessary

for all countries to reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases that harm the environment, but it
should be implemented in the long run.
(348 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

J To take immediate actions to do sth: Hanh dong ngay lap tuc

. To be a major cause of sth: La nguyén nhén chinh cua...

. Collaboration: Su hop tac

J Environmental degradation: Suy thoai moi truong

. Non-renewable energy sources: Nguon ning luong khong tai tao duoc
J The verge of depletion: C6 nguy co can kiét, sdp can kiét

. To be heavily reliant on sth: Phy thudc nhiéu vao cai gi
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To meet energy demands: Dép tmg yéu cau ning luong
To experience the stagnation in sth: Trai qua su tri tré
The severe restriction on sth: Han ché cai gi

To be infeasible: Khong kha thi

To implement: Trién khai thyuc hién céi gi do
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1.42. Accommodation and transport problems are increasing in many large
cities. Businesses are encouraged to move to rural areas. Do advantages

outweigh disadvantages? (Pé thi ngay 13/6/2015)

It is true that a number of organizations are encouraged to move from urban areas to the
countryside so that the problems of accommodation and transport can be addressed. While I
accept that there are some drawbacks of this trend, I believe that the benefits outweigh the

drawbacks.
On the one hand, some disadvantages can be anticipated when businesses relocate to regional

areas outside the big cities. Firstly, this movement might result in the greater availability of
skilled workers in large cities. Not every staff member who settles down in cities is willing to
move to the countryside in order to undertake their current work. As a result, cities are likely to
experience the problem of labor redundancy while there might be a shortage of a qualified
workforce in the countryside. Secondly, companies based in regional areas are far from their

clients, providers and other contacts. This can negatively affect their business activities.
However, I would argue that the advantages of shifting businesses to rural areas are greater. The

first reason is that such business relocation can alleviate the population density in urban areas.
The locals do not need to migrate to cities in search of employment opportunities as more job
vacancies are created in the countryside, which curbs overcrowding in municipal areas and in
turn eases considerable strains on traffic. The second reason is that there will be more space for
residential areas when organizations move out of cities. Therefore, city dwellers have more and

better access to housing as well as urban infrastructure.
In conclusion, it seems to me that the potential benefits of relocating organizations from cities to

suburban areas are more significant than the possible drawbacks.
(280 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwoe ding trong bai viét:

. To anticipate: Du doan

. The greater availability of sth: Sy san c6 ctia cai gi

. To settle down: On dinh

. To be willing to do sth: San long lam viéc gi dé

J The shortage of sth = The lack of sth: Sy thiéu hut cai gi do

o A qualified workforce: Dgi ngii/ lyc lugng lao dong c6 trinh do
. To alleviate the population density: Giam bot mat d¢ dan cu

. To be significant: quan trong, ¢ ¥ nghia, dang ké

. Municipal areas = Urban areas: Khu vyc thanh thi
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1.43. Some people who have been in prison become good citizens later. Some
people think that having these people to give a talk to school students is the
best way to tell them about dangers of committing a crime. Do you agree or

disagree? (Pé thi ngay 8/8/2015)

It is true that a number of prisoners become better citizens when they are released. While I accept
that inviting ex-prisoners to deliver speeches on adverse consequences of crime on the society is
an effective way to educate the young, I personally believe that there are other possible

alternatives that contribute to crime education.
On the one hand, speeches delivered by used-to-be wrongdoers could be a practical measure to

raise the awareness of students of the consequences of engaging in criminal activities. By sharing
their experience of life in prison and their fear of losing freedom, ex-offenders probably convey a
message that people have to take full responsibility for their actions. Their vivid stories can,
therefore, act as a deterrent to prevent young learners from similar behaviors in future. In this

way, students might avoid activities that cause harm to society and become good citizens.
On the other hand, I believe that providing education about the dangers of committing crimes to

students can be promoted in several different ways. Firstly, it is vitally important to include civic
education and law courses into the school curriculum at all school levels. In this way, young
learners are likely to be aware of the duties and responsibilities of citizenship and the importance
of being law-abiding citizens. Secondly, the mass media also plays a crucial role in raising
students' awareness of crime. By reporting criminal cases and a course of punishments imposed
on lawbreakers, the media can help young people gain a deeper understanding of the severity of

exhibiting illegal behaviors to the society.
In conclusion, while talks given by ex-convicts can educate school students on how dangerous

unlawful activities are, I believe that other education methods could also be introduced for a
more desirable result.
(292 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

* Ex-prisoners = ex-offenders = ex-criminals = used-to-be criminals = ex-wrongdoers =

exconvicts: Nhitng nguoi da tung ¢ trong tu, da tung la tu nhan

J Possible alternatives: Giai phap thay thé

. To contribute to: Pong gop, gbp phan vao cai gi

. To raise the awareness of sb of sth: Nang cao nhén thirc cta ai vé cai gi

J To engage in criminal activities = to exhibit illegal behaviors: C6 nhiitng hanh vi pham
phap

. To convey a message: Truyén tai thong diép

J To take full responsibility for sth: Chiu trach nhiém hoan toan

. To prevent sb from doing sth: Ngan chan ai d6 khoi lam gi
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A deterrent: Cai ngin chin, diéu ngin can

Law-abiding citizens: Nhitng cong dan tuan tha phép luat

To gain a deeper understanding of sth: C6 sy hiéu biét sau sic hon vé cai gi
The severity of sth: Tinh nghiém trong cua cai gi

To play a crucial role in doing sth: Pong vai trd quan trong trong...

A course of punishments: Mot loat cac hinh phat

A desirable result: Két qua nhu mong mudn
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1.44. Everyone should become vegetarian because they do not need to eat meat

to have a healthy diet. Do agree or disagree? (Pé thi ngay 19/9/2015)

People have different views about whether they should be vegetarians or non-vegetarians. While
I agree that the idea to follow a vegetarian diet can help people to live healthily, I believe that not

everyone should cut down on their meat consumption.
On the one hand, there are several health benefits of vegetarianism. Firstly, people on vegetarian

diets can generally receive a sufficient amount of nutrients. By eating a wide variety of foods
including fruits, vegetables and whole grains which are great sources of essential and beneficial
nutrients, vegetarians can meet nutritional requirements for their physical development.
Secondly, compared to meat eaters, vegetarians tend to consume less fat and more dietary fiber.
This reduces the risk for many chronic diseases and some forms of cancer and lengthens their

longevity.
On the other hand, I believe that the option to take a vegetarian diet is not always attractive for

some reasons. The first reason is that pregnant and breastfeeding women can be at greater risk of
nutrient deficiency if they choose not to eat meat in their daily meals. Since these are times of
increased nutritional demand, the shortage of calories found in plant products might have an
adverse impact on both mental and physical health of their babies. The second reason is that
those who do not follow well-planned vegetarian diets might be deficient in certain types of
nutrients like protein. Therefore, vegetarians should pay special attention to non-meat sources to

fulfill their protein needs if they refuse to eat meat.
In conclusion, while I agree that plant-based eating can be considered as healthy, I believe that

not everyone should lead a vegetarian lifestyle.
(273 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

] To follow a vegetarian diet = To take a vegetarian diet: C6 ché do an chay
. Vegetarianism: Viéc an chay, thoi quen an chay

J People on vegetarian diets: Nhiing nguoi an chay

. To meet nutritional requirements: Pap Gmg nhu cau dinh dudng
. Meat eaters: Nhitng nguoi an thit

. To reduce the risk for sth: Gidm nguy co, rui ro

. To lengthen their longevity: Kéo dai tudi tho

. To be at greater risk of: C6 nguy co cao bi céi gi

. Nutrient deficiency: Su thiéu hut dinh dudng

. To follow well-planned vegetarian diets: C6 ché d6 an chay tot
J To pay special attention to sth: Pac bi¢t cht y to1 cai gi

. To refuse to do sth: Tur chéi lam gi

J Plant-based eating: An thyc vat

To lead a vegetarian lifestyle: Theo ché d¢ an chay
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1.45. Nowadays, more and more people decide to have children later in their
life. What are the reasons? What are the effects on society and family life? (Dé

thi ngay 21/5/2015)

Today, there is an increase in the number of married couples deciding to delay their childbirth.
There are several reasons for this tendency, and it could have some impacts on both family life

and society.
Married couples delay having babies at a young age for a number of reasons. Firstly, career

progression is considered as the top priority for many young people. There are those who want to
build a solid foundation for their career before embarking on parenthood, and this choice allows
them to ensure a financial stability for their growing family and in turn a better life for their
children. Secondly, concerns about the loss of freedom is another key factor involved in the
decision to delay pregnancy. For example, many young couples decide to enjoy life without

worrying about nurturing their children when they are still young.
However, this trend towards late maternity might have some unintended consequences on

individual families as well as society at large. Firstly, the postponement of motherhood can
widen the gap between generations in families. As a result, parents might have difficulty
understanding their offspring in terms of their personal needs. Secondly, postponing childbearing
may carry a number of potential health risks. Science has proven that women who delay
pregnancy until after the age of 35 have higher risks of developing high blood pressure, diabetes
and related disorders. This negatively affects both physical and mental health of their fetuses and

in turn the quality of the future generations of workers in society.
In conclusion, there are several key factors affecting people's decision to have children later in

their life, and this trend exerts significant effects on both family life and society at large.
(281 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cic tir vung tot dwoe ding trong bai viét:

. To delay childbirth = delay having baby: Tri hoan vi¢c sinh con

. Career progression: Sy tién trién trong sy nghiép

. The top priority: Sy wu tién hang dau

J To build a solid foundation for sth: X4y dung nén tang virng chéc cho céi gi

. To embark on parenthood: Bit tay vao lam cha me

. To ensure a financial stability: Pam bao sy 6n dinh vé mit tai chinh

J The loss of freedom: Mét tu do

. The trend towards sth (the trend towards late maternity): Xu hudng (sinh con mudn)
. The postponement of motherhood: Tri hoan viéc 1am me

. To have difficulty in doing sth: Gdp kho khén trong viéc lam gi

. The quality of the future generations of workers: Chat luong cta doi ngii lao dong trong
tuong lai

. To exert/ have significant effects on sth: C6 tac dong dang ké vao cai gi
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1.46. Some people claim that what many people eat in western countries is
unhealthy food and that their diet is getting worse. Critics say that these

countries should change their diet. Do you agree or disagree?

It is sometimes argued that a number of people in western nations consume unhealthy foods on a

regular basis, and they should switch to balanced diets. I completely agree with this idea.
There are several reasons why food that people in developed countries eat in their daily meals is

regarded as unhealthy. Firstly, a number of food manufacturers are willing to trade the wellbeing
of their customers for profits. For example, toxic substances are often injected into manufactured
foods to maintain the freshness of foods for a longer time, while industrial dyes and synthetic
colors adulterate fruits and vegetables to make them tasty, destroying the nutritional elements
present in foods. Secondly, many people underestimate negative impacts of unhealthy eating
habits on their health, and they often rely on fast foods and pre-prepared meals to save their
cooking time. These foods which are often incredibly high in fat, salt and sugar might be

responsible for some ailments such as high blood pressure, obesity and heart disease.
Due to the adverse consequences of current eating habits on their physical health, people in

western countries should follow a healthy diet. First, it is advisable for them to choose organic
foods rather than processed foods. It has been proven that organic foods have a wide range of
essential nutrients as they do not contain preservatives that make them last longer. Furthermore,
to lead a healthier life, people should reduce their consumption of fast foods and prepare home-
cooked foods instead. Therefore, they can take a complete control of the amount of salt and oil as
well as the quality of ingredients in recipes, reducing the possibility of food poisoning and

obesity-related diseases.
In conclusion, I believe that people in western nations should break their unhealthy eating habits

and eat a nutritious diet.

Cic tir vung tot dwge ding trong bai viét:

. To switch to balanced diets: Thay d6i ché do an/ chuyén sang ché d6 an can bang
J To trade the well-being of their customers for profits:

J T oxic substances: Cac chat doc hai

. To underestimate: Coi thuong, xem nhe

. The adverse consequences of: Tac dong ti€u cuc cua cai gi

. To follow a healthy diet: C6/ theo ché d6 an dam béo stc khoe

. To have a wide range of essential nutrients: C6 nhiéu chat dinh dudng can thiét
. Preservatives: Chat bio quan

. To take a complete control of sth: Kiém soat hoan toan cai gi

J To reduce the possibility of sth: Gidm kha nang bi lam sao d6

. To eat a nutritious diet: An ché d6 day du dinh dudng
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1.47. Scientists and tourists travel to remote natural environments, such as the
South Pole. Do you think the advantages outweigh the disadvantages? (Pé thi
ngay 29/01/2015)

Today, a number of visitors and researchers are interested in travelling to isolated natural places.
While I accept that this trend has some benefits, I believe that there are more potential

drawbacks.
On the one hand, there are obviously some advantages of visiting distant unpopulated regions.

The first one is that travelling to isolated natural places such as South Pole can be an extremely
valuable experience especially for risk takers as they can set foot in one of the coldest and most
barren places in the world. In addition, undertaking expeditions to remote regions could be a
golden opportunity for scientists or researchers to conduct their studies. For example, by
analyzing the thickness of ice layers, researchers can predict the variations of global surface
temperatures in the future, which helps countries take prompt actions to alleviate global

warming.
On the other hand, I would argue that the benefits are far outweighed by the drawbacks. Firstly,

because the South Pole is not easily accessible to medical teams, tourists can be at risk if they
experience an emergency. Therefore, not every traveler is advised to make a journey to such a
remarkable environment, and people should assess their physical capabilities before planning
their trips. Secondly, the expenses of travelling are usually huge as visiting isolated places often
requires a large amount of investment in researching and ensuring the safety of travelers. Finally,
the beauty and the natural ecosystem of remote places can be adversely affected due to the lack

of environmental awareness of visitors.
In conclusion, it seems to me that the potential dangers of visiting remote natural areas are more

significant than the possible benefits.
(274 words)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

. Isolated natural places/ areas/ sites/ regions = distant unpopulated regions = remote
natural environments: Khu vuc xa x61 héo lanh

. An extremely valuable experience: Trai nghiém cuc ki c6 gia tri

. To visit = pay a visit = travel to somewhere: To1 tham dau do

. Risk takers: Nhitng ngudi wa thich mao hiém

. To undertake expeditions to somewhere: Tham hiém t6i noi ndo d6

. To make a journey to somewhere: Cudc hanh trinh t&1 noi nao do

J The variations of sth: Nhing thay d6i, dao dong

. To take prompt actions to do sth: Pua ra nhiing hanh dong kip thoi dé 1am gi d6
. To be easily accessible: Co thé t&i duoc, co thé tiép can duoc

. Physical capabilities: Kha ning vé mit thé chat
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1.48. Nowadays, as women and men have to work full time, household duties

should be equally divided. Do you agree or disagree? (Pé thi ngay 05/10/2014)

People have different views about whether or not men and women should have equal
responsibilities for domestic tasks. While I agree that household work should be allocated for

both husbands and wives, I would argue that it is not necessary for a fair division.
On the one hand, the division of household chores between men and women is rational in today's

world. In the past, there used to be traditional roles for each gender. While husbands used to be
the breadwinners of the family who earned the most money and fed the mouths of family
members, women were often seen as household controllers. However, women in modern
societies increasingly have access to the same employment opportunities as their male partners,
and they can greatly contribute to the wealth of family with income earned. Therefore, the share
of their parenting and domestic responsibilities such as children upbringing, cooking and

cleaning is understandable in order to ease household burdens which fall on women's shoulders.
On the other hand, there are a number of reasons why there should not be an equal proportion of

household duties for men and women. Firstly, women have a mothering instinct, therefore they
tend to be superior to men when it comes to childcare. Therefore, each gender should be account
for different domestic duties. Secondly, men often have better career prospects than women do,
and many of them play a very important position in workplaces such as directors or managers. In
this case, wives could do greater numbers of household duties to ensure that their husbands can

work without distractions.
In conclusion, I do believe that families should divide roles and responsibilities in the most

convenient way.
(278 words)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

J Domestic tasks = Household chores/ duties = household work: Viéc nha
J To have equal responsibilities: C6 trach nhiém ngang bang

. To be rational: Hop 1y, co 1y

. Traditional roles: Vai tro truyén théng

. The breadwinners: Tru cot trong gia dinh

. Household controllers: Ngudi quan xuyén cac viée trong gia dinh

. The same employment opportunities: C6 co hdi nghé nghiép nhu nhau
. To ease household burdens on sb: Gidm bdt ganh ndng gia dinh

. An equal proportion of household duties: Phan viéc nha ngang nhau

J A mothering instinct: Ban nang lam me

. To be superior to sb: Tt hon/ gi6i hon ai d6

] When it comes to sth: Khi néi dén van dé gi

o Career prospects: Trién vong nghé nghiép

. Distractions: Sy sao nhang

53



On thi Ielts writing task 2_Band 8' Alexa

1.49. Many people believe that international tourism is a bad thing for their
country. What are the reasons? Solutions to change negative attitudes? (Dé thi

ngay 30/5/2015)

Today, some people hold the belief that international tourism brings a bad reputation to their
country. There are some reasons for this attitude and several necessary actions can be taken to

alter the trend.
There are several reasons why some people believe international tourism is not good for their

country. Firstly, global tourism might bring about environmental pollution for local country
through tourism activities. In order for tourists to go to desired places, a number of petrol
vehicles are widely used, producing exhaust fumes which directly lead to air contamination. For
example, when coming to Saigon city, international visitors often hire motorbikes for travel to
explore the beauty of this big city. After visiting places, some tourists also leave a large amount
of household waste such as plastic bags and small water bottles which are very difficult to be
decomposed in a normal condition. Secondly, an increasing number of tourists take inappropriate
actions which can ruin the natural beauty of tourism sites. For instance, when visiting a temple,

many tourists write down their name on the wall, which makes this site become less attractive.
However, the negative attitude towards international tourism can shift by taking some measures.

The first one is that the authorities should encourage the travelers to use green vehicles instead of
gasoline ones. For example, when coming to Hoi An, an ancient town, tourists are recommended
to borrow bicycles to travel around the town, which makes the quality of air here better. Another
one is that the tour guides at tourism sites should present and clearly explain to tourists what
activities they need to avoid during their trips. Once tourists have basic understanding of tourism
sites, they will behave responsibly. As a result, tourism areas would avoid destructive impact and

remain the original.
In conclusion, worries about global tourism still are popular among people, however, this can be

resolved by taking the above measures.
(317 words)

Cic tir vung tot dwge ding trong bai viét:

. Reputation: Danh tiéng

. Air contamination/ pollution: O nhiém khong khi

. The negative attitude towards sth: C6 thai do tiéu cuc d6i véi cai gi
. To avoid destructive impact: Tranh nhiing tac dong c6 hai

J To remain the original: Gilr dugc sy nguyén ban

. To behave responsibly: Cu xtr c6 trach nhiém
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1.50. Some people say taxes should be spent on health care. Other people say
that there are more important priorities for tax-payers' money. Discus both

these views and give your own opinion. (Pé thi ngay 23/07/2015)

People have different views about the allocation of taxes for crucial fields in a country. While I
agree that taxes should be spent to improve healthcare services, I would argue that many

essential fields also deserve investing money.
On the one hand, it is understandable why taxes should be invested in health care. The first

reason is that since people in today's society live longer and the populations grow older, the
demand for healthcare related services and therapy sessions for chronic diseases among the
elderly tends to increase. Therefore, the provision of medical care is of great significance to
accommodate the growing health care needs of diverse populations and avoid patient overload in
hospitals. The second reason is that a number of urban inhabitants suffer from respiratory
diseases or some forms of cancer due to the dangerous level of exhaust emissions from traffic
and industrial activities in many big cities. If taxes can be used to cover partial treatment costs,
more people, especially those living below the poverty line, will have access to treatment

methods, which helps to increase the average life expectancy of the population.
On the other hand, I believe that the government should also allocate the tax budget for other

priorities including education and transport. A good education system plays a significant role in
the development process of any nation, with schools, colleges and universities bearing the
responsibility for the quality of future generations of workers. Therefore, offering marvelous
learning opportunities for every young person should be prioritized so that a country will have a
well-educated workforce and in turn become more prosperous. In addition, transportation is also
a crucial sector that the government should pay special attention to. When tax-payers' money is
spent to construct a good public transport system and upgrade the capacities of road networks,

for example, the problem of traffic congestion can be effectively addressed.
In conclusion, I believe that apart from healthcare services, the state should allocate money from

tax-payers for education and transportation as well.
(334 words)

Cic tir vung tot dwoge ding trong bai viét:

. To be understandable: C6 thé hiéu duoc

J The demand for sth: Nhu cau cho céi gi

. Chronic diseases: Nhitng can bénh man tinh

. To accommodate the growing health care needs of diverse populations: Pap tng nhu cu

chdm soc strc khde ngay cang gia tang

. Respiratory diseases: Nhirng cin bénh vé dudng ho hap
. Those living below the poverty line: Nhitng ngudi nghéo
. The average life expectancy: Tudi tho trung binh
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. Other priorities: Nhirng su uu tién khac/ nhiing thir dugc wu tién khac

] To play a significant role in sth: Pong vai tro quan trong

. To bear the responsibility for sth: Chju trach nhiém vé cai gi

. To prioritize: Uu tién

. To upgrade the capacities of road networks: Nang cp/ cai thién sirc chtra ctia hé thong/

mang ludi duong b
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1.51. Studies show that criminals get low level of education. Some people
believe that the best way to reduce the crime is educating people in prison so
they can get a job after leaving prison. To what extent do you agree or

disagree? (Dé thi ngay 26/09/2015)

People have different views about whether education is the most effective way to reduce crime.
While I accept that education for prisoners during the term of imprisonment can contribute to the
reduction in the crime rate, I believe that it is not the best solution because there are far better

methods of reducing crime.
On the one hand, there are some reasons why the provision of prison education programs for

offenders is effective in reducing crime. The first reason is that prisoners can learn practical
working skills that greatly enhance their chances of seeking employment when they complete
their sentence, so they can sustain their livelihood and are less likely to commit a crime again.
The second reason is that when being taught moral lessons, criminals would be able to
distinguish between right and wrong, and they would realize that their unlawful actions have

adverse consequences on society. This helps to deter them from recidivism in future.
On the other hand, I believe that apart from a prison education, there are many other ways that

may have a more profound impact on the reduction of crime. Firstly, governments can impose a
heavy course of punishments on lawbreakers. For example, a murder should be sentenced to life
imprisonment, no matter what reason he/she might have and how aged he/she is, as this kind of
punishment can act as a deterrent to make people think carefully before conducting similar
behaviors. Secondly, allowing used-to-be wrongdoers to speak to school students about their
experiences in prison can be a practical measure. In this way, students might be aware of the

dangers of a criminal lifestyle and avoid activities causing harm to society.
In conclusion, while a prison education can produce desirable results in reducing crime, I believe

that there are many other alternatives contributing to the problem.
(303 words)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

. To get low level of education = Low educational attainments = Enter prison with
education deficits: Nén tang hoc van thap

] During the term of imprisonment: Trong sut thoi han & ti

. The provision of prison education programs: Viéc cung cap cac chuong trinh gido duc
trong tu

. Far better methods: Nhiing giai phap t6t hon rat nhiéu

. To learn practical working skills: Hoc nhitng ki nang cong viéc thuc té

. To seek employment: Tim kiém viéc lam

] To complete sentence: Hoan thanh an tu

. To sustain their livelihood: Kiém ké sinh nhai
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To distinguish between right and wrong: Phan biét phai trai

Recidivism: Su tai pham, tai dién

To introduce/ impose a heavy course of punishments on sb: Pua ra nhitng hinh phat ndng
Life imprisonment: An tii chung than

The dangers of a criminal lifestyle: Mbi nguy hiém ctia viéc pham toi
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1.52. Scientists agree that people are damaging their health by eating too much
junk food. Some people think that the answer to this problem is to educate
people. Others think education will not work. Discuss both views and give your

opinion. (Pé thi ngay 31/10/2015)

It is true that the excessive consumption of junk food might trigger a number of chronic health
conditions. While I accept that raising the awareness of people of the detrimental effects of junk
food on their health could be a feasible solution, I believe that health education does not always

work.
On the one hand, it is necessary to educate people on how dangerous junk food is. When young

people are equipped with knowledge about the potential health risks associated with the
consistent consumption of junk food, they are likely to reduce their intake of these foods. In
addition, through educational activities, people become better aware of the importance of well-
balanced diets which provide a sufficient amount of nutrients for their mental and physical
development. As a result, they will pay more attention to their dietary choices so that they can

lead a healthy lifestyle.
On the other hand, I believe that providing educational programs about the possible health

effects of consuming junk food on a regular basis is not always workable. Firstly, many people
still opt for junk food sources due to their convenience although knowing the negative
consequences on the health. Busy schedules often diminish the investment of time of people in
preparing home-cooked foods, so they rely on junk foods such as hamburgers and fried chicken
which are usually served within minutes of ordering. Secondly, many children are addicted to
junk food, and they are willing to compromise their health for its taste. Therefore, they are often

reluctant to change their current eating habits without the strict supervision of their parents.
In conclusion, it seems to me that education is not the most practical measure to control the

consumption of junk food among people.
(287 words - Thuy Phuong)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

J The excessive consumption of junk food: Vi¢c thiéu thy nhiéu do an vat
. To trigger: Gay ra, lam ray 1én

. The potential health risks: Nhitng nguy co sirc khoe tiém tang

. Well-balanced diets: Ché d¢ n can bang/ day di dinh dudng

. Dietary choices: Lua chon ché d6 an uéng

J To lead/ have a healthy lifestyle: C6 16i séng lanh manh

. To be addicted to sth: Nghién cai gi do

J To be reluctant to do sth: Do du lam viéc gi d6

J The strict supervision of sb: Sy gidm sat chat ché cua ai
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1.53. Whether or not someone achieve their aims is mostly by a question of

luck. To what extent do you agree or disagree? (Pé thi ngay 07/11/2015)

People have different views about the relation between luck and individual achievements. While
I accept that luck does help people reach their targets more quickly, I believe that several other

factors are of greater importance.
On the one hand, it is evident that luck can contribute to personal achievements. Some

individuals are lucky enough to be born into affluent families, allowing them to have better
education opportunities and solid financial backgrounds to build up their career. Therefore, these
people are more likely to succeed compared to those from poorer families. Another example is
that winning the lottery, some people could become millionaires after only one night and begin a
new chapter of their life. In this way, they can be able to afford houses or luxurious items which

otherwise may take them years of working to own.
On the other hand, I would argue that hard work and determination, rather than luck, can better

guarantee life-long achievements. Firstly, people can be successful if they do their utmost to
achieve their aims. For instance, Gordon Ramsay, a world renowned genius chef, had never been
a fortunate person due to his rough and unhappy childhood. However, he spent many years under
the direction of other top chefs to learn cooking techniques from them so that he could become a
great cook. Secondly, a person is less likely to reach his goals if he does not show his
consistency. There may be full of ups and downs on the way to success, so an important thing is

that people keep moving forward to overcome these obstacles.
In conclusion, even though good fortune could be an advantage initially, I believe that hard work

and determination are the most crucial elements leading to individual attainments.
(290 words)

Cic tir vung tot dwge ding trong bai viét:

. Personal achievements/ attainments: Nhitng thanh tich c4 nhan

. Better education opportunities: Co hdi gido duc tot hon Solid financial backgrounds: Nén
tang tai chinh vitng chic

. To begin a new chapter of their life: Bat ddu mot trang/ chuong méi ciia cude doi

. To guarantee life-long achievements: Pam bao nhirng thanh tich/ thanh tyu

. Cooking techniques: Nhitng phuong phap/ thu thuat ndu dn

. Consistency: Tinh kién dinh

. To keep moving forward: Tiép tuc tién 1én phia truéc, khong bo cude
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1.54. More and more young people from wealthy countries are spending a
short time in communities in poorer countries doing unpaid work such as
teaching or building houses. Why? Who benefit from this, the community or

these young people. (Pé thi ngay 27/02/2016)

It is true that a growing number of young people from affluent nations are travelling to poverty -
stricken countries to do unsalaried work for a short period of time. There could be several
reasons for this, and I believe that both these young volunteers and the community as a whole

benefit from this trend.
There are various reasons why many young individuals in developed countries are willing to

engage in unpaid activities in poor ones. One explanation may be that many young people want
to do something positive for local dwellers. This helps them demonstrate their sense of
responsibility and gain their inner satisfaction when helping others. Another reason is that paying
a visit to less wealthy countries and doing jobs without payment there can be a valuable
experience for young people since they can experience the life of indigenous people and learn

new cultures and customs.
In my view, the tendency is beneficial to both young people and the community. Today, many

organizations appreciate candidates with unpaid work experience in a particular role, so those
with social participation can polish their resumes to catch the attention of interviewers. In
addition, by doing voluntary work, young people can gain an inside perspective on their career
field, helping them in their decision-making process for the career of their choice. Meanwhile,
local inhabitants of poor countries can acquire knowledge and broaden their horizons through

lessons delivered, and they can also enjoy a better living condition with houses built.
In conclusion, reasons for the rise in the number of young people doing temporary work in less

affluent countries vary, and I personally believe that this tendency benefits considerably both the

youth and the community.
(282 words)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

. Unpaid activities: Nhiing hoat dong khong duoc tra luong

. Sense of responsibility: Y thirc vé trach nhiém

] Inner satisfaction: Sy hai long/ sy théa man bén trong

. A valuable experience: 1 trdi nghi¢ém déng gia

. The life of indigenous people: Cudc sdng ciia nhitng nguoi ban dia
J Unpaid work experience: Trai nghi€ém nhirng cong viéc tinh nguyén
. To polish: Banh bong, lam dep

. To catch the attention of sb: Thu hut sy chu y cua ai do

. To gain an inside perspective on: Cé cai nhin sau hon vé cai gi

. The career of their choice: Cong vi¢c da lya chon

. To broaden their horizons: M& rong tam nhin/ pham vi hiéu biét
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Better living condition: Diéu kién sdng tot hon

62



On thi Ielts writing task 2_Band 8' Alexa

1.55. In recent years, the family structure and the role of its members are
gradually changing. What kinds of changes can occur? Do you think these
changes are positive and negative? (Dé thi ngay 05/03/2016)

It is true that these days the family structure has considerably shifted, and the changing roles of
men and women in the family has become increasingly similar. There are several new forms of

family composition, and in my opinion, these developments are not always desirable.
In the past, nuclear families where parents and their offspring living together under one roof used

to be prevalent. However, there is now a huge trend towards single-parent families due to more
marriages ending in divorce, while the increase in cohabiting couple families and stepfamilies is
probably a result of cohabitation and remarriage becoming much more acceptable. In addition,
the number of single-mother families has increased as many mothers want to have children
without getting married. In terms of changing parental roles in a family, there has been a rise in
the number of stay-at-home dads in recent years when it has become normal for women to gain
qualifications and pursue their own career path. This is in sharp contrast to about half a decade
ago when men were breadwinners and women were in charge of household chores in their

families.
In my view, the changes described above could have both positive and negative consequences.

On the one hand, due to the lack of emotional attachment and legal binding, non-traditional
households such as stepfamilies and cohabiting parents are more prone to breaking down.
Consequently, children of these families are more likely to be involved in antisocial behaviors
while their parent may experience feelings of loneliness and worry. On the other hand, the
changes in the roles of members in the family could be seen as progress because women are not
put under pressure to sacrifice their own careers to assume childcare and domestic

responsibilities.
In conclusion, I believe that the changes in the roles of family members and the family structure

are both positive and negative.
(311 words)

Cic tir vung tot dwge ding trong bai viét:

. Family composition: C4u trc/ thanh phan gia dinh

] Prevalent: Pho bién

. Nuclear families: Gia dinh hat nhan (chi c6 bd me va con cai)
. Single-parent families: Gia dinh chi c6 b6 hodc me

. Cohabiting couple families: Gia dinh ctia cac cip song thir

. Stepfamilies: Gia dinh c6 bd hodc me di budce nita

. Single-mother families: Gia dinh chi c6 me don than

J A huge trend towards: Xu hudng

J Parental roles: Vai trod ciia bd me

. Stay-at-home dads: Nhiing 6ng bd ¢ nha noi trg
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. Career path: Con duong sy nghi¢p

. To be in sharp contrast to: Piéu nay tri nguoc voi cai gi

. To be in charge of sth: Phu trach/ chiu trach nhi¢m

. The lack of emotional attachment: Thiéu su gén b6 vé& mit tinh cam

. Non-traditional households: Nhiing gia dinh khong theo truyén thng

] To be prone to: D& bi tac dong x4u bdi cai gi

. To experience feelings of loneliness and worry: Trai qua cam giac c¢6 don va lo ling

J Under pressure: Chiu ap luc

. To assume childcare and domestic responsibilities: Pam nhiém vai trdo cham soc con va

lam viéc nha
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1.56. Some people think that it is good for a country's culture to import foreign
movies and TV programmes. Others think that it is better to produce these

locally. Discuss both views and give your opinion. (Pé thi ngay12/03/2016)

People have different views about whether a country should import overseas-produced movies
and TV telecasts or produce them itself. In my opinion, promoting both types of films and

programs is beneficial to the culture of a country.
On the one hand, the production of domestic movies and TV shows brings a number of cultural

benefits. Firstly, through locally made films, people can gain a deeper insight into cultural traits
of their own country. For example, by watching domestic documentaries about Lim festival,
Vietnamese people will know more about folk games held during the festival and traditional
costumes that male and female singers often wear when they sing “quan ho” folk songs.
Additionally, many cultural programs broadcasted on TV call for the preservation of cultural
heritage and the promotion of cultural diversity of the host country. This not only raises public
awareness of safeguarding the traditional cultures and customs but also partially spurs the growth

of tourism of the country.
On the other hand, I believe that the idea to import international movies and TV shows is equally

important. By watching abroad-made films, local inhabitants can have better understanding of
several different cultures including indigenous practices and codes of conduct. Therefore,
cultural barriers among countries can be considerably reduced, and people can avoid culture
shock and misinterpretation when paying a visit to other nations. When watching the American
movie named “Little Miss Sunshine”, for instance, audiences can discover the strangest features

of American rituals and take a glimpse of many cultural aspects of the United States.
In conclusion, I believe that both international films and local films are of the same importance

to a country's culture.

Cic tir vung tot dwoge ding trong bai viét:

. Gain a deeper insight into sth: C6 dugc hiéu biét sdu sic hon vé cai gi
. To broadcast: Phat thanh, trinh chiéu
. To raise public awareness of sth/ doing sth: Nang cao nhan thirc cuia nguoi dan vé cai gi/

vé viéc gi

J To safeguard: Bao v¢

. To have better understanding of sth: C6 dugc hiéu biét tét hon vé cai gi
. Indigenous practices: Nhitng tap quan ban dia

. Codes of conduct: Nhitng quy tic tng xir

. To pay a visit: Dén tham

. To take a glimpse of sth: Cé cai nhin thoang qua vé céi gi

To be of the same importance: Quan trong ngang nhau
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1.57. People in the community can buy cheaper products nowadays. Do the

advantages outweigh the disadvantages? (Pé thi ngay19/03/2016)

These days, people can purchase products at lower prices. While there are some benefits of this

trend, I believe that the drawbacks are greater in number.
On the one hand, there are some advantages of purchasing cheaper consumer products. Firstly,

people can buy a wider range of products, which allows them to enjoy a better living standard.
For example, rather than washing clothes by hand, households with low income can buy labor-
saving devices such as washing machines or fridges at an affordable price, and therefore they can
live a much more convenient life. Secondly, the high consumption of cheaply priced items may
give rise to a significant increase in the production of these items. As a result, more employment
opportunities are offered for manufacturing workers and in turn the economic growth of the

country can be stimulated.
However, I would argue that these benefits are outweighed by the drawbacks. The first reason is

that cheaper consumer products are often parallel with lower quality because many
manufacturers make an attempt to cut down on production costs by using inferior materials. The
second reason is that the availability of products at reduced prices can be an incentive for people
to purchase unnecessary goods while their objects are still perfectly functional, turning them into
victims of consumer culture as well as throw-away culture. The final reason is that the mass
production of inexpensive goods can place a heavy burden on the environment when a huge
amount of exhaust emissions from factories are frequently released into the atmosphere,

accelerating global climate change.
In conclusion, it seems to me that the potential dangers of buying cheaper items are more

significant than the possible benefits.
(279 words)

Cic tir vung tot dwoe ding trong bai viét:

. Cheaper consumer products: Nhitng san pham tiéu ding ré hon
J A wider range of products: Mot loat cic san pham

. To enjoy a better living standard: C6 1 mirc séng tot hon

. Rather than = instead of: Thay vi

. Labor-saving devices: Nhitng thiét bi tiét kiém strc lao dong
. At an affordable price: 1 mirc gia ré hon, c6 thé chi tra duoc
. The high consumption of sth: Sy tiéu thu manh cua cai gi

. Give rise to: Dan téi/ gy ra

. Employment opportunities: Nhitng co hi viéc lam

J Outweigh: C6 nhiéu anh hudng hon/ ning hon

. To be parallel with: Dong nghia voi/ song song véi

. Make an attempt to do sth: C6 gang lam gi

J Incentive: Pong luc

. To be functional: Van hoat dong tot
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. Victims of consumer culture: Nan nhan cta vin hoa tiéu dung (mua nhiéu ma khong can
dung dén)

J Throw-away culture: Van hoa virt bo (virt bo nhitng thir van con hoat dong tot)

. To place a heavy burden on sth: Dat ganh nang 1én cai gi

. Exhaust emissions: Khi thai

. To accelerate: Lam gia ting manh mé
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1.58. It is impossible to help all people in the world, so governments should
only focus on people in their own countries. To what extent do you agree or

disagree? (Dé thi ngay02/04/2016)

People have different views about whether governments should care about people who live
beyond their national borders. While I agree that we should prioritise local charity, I believe that

we should also help people of other countries.
On the one hand, I accept that it is the responsibility of governments to help people in their own

nations. There are a number of disadvantaged people who really need help in their own
communities. For example, in Vietnam, a number of children in mountainous areas have no
access to schooling and have insufficient clothing to wear in winter while many people are
homeless in society. By launching charitable campaigns such as teaching primary schoolchildren,
donating clothing or providing shelter for people living below the poverty line, the Vietnamese
government and its residents can make significant changes to the life of the needy. The country

would be better off as a result.
On the other hand, I believe that governments should also be concerned about the problems that

people of other countries are confronted with. The provision of assistance to nations where
serious situations occur are sometimes of great significance, which can reduce the extent of the
tragic loss of life and damage. For instance, a huge number of countries offered medical
assistance and other humanitarian care to Japanese people who were devastated by an earthquake
and a tsunami in 2011. This international support not only saved thousands of lives but also
helped the Japanese government in recovery efforts after the terrible catastrophe. Therefore, an
immediate aid from international community can exert a greater impact than helping in our local

area.
In conclusion, I believe that apart from focusing on helping citizens of their own countries,

governments should also pay attention to those who are in need in other parts of the world.

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

J To live beyond their national borders: Séng & nudc khac/ qubc gia khac
. To prioritise sth: Uu tién cai gi

. Disadvantaged people: Nhitng ngudi bat hanh/ chiu thiét thoi

J Have no access to sth: Khong c6 tiép can voi cai gi

. Shelter: Chd &

. People living below the poverty line: Nhitng ngudi nghéo

. To make significant changes to sb: Tao ra sy thay doi dang ké cho ai

. Better off: Giau ¢, phat trién hon

. To be concerned about: Quan tam t4i céi gi

. To be confronted with: Ddi mat vai

. To be of great significance/ importance: C6 vai tro quan trong
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. Humanitarian care: Sy quan tdm mang tinh nhan dao

J The terrible catastrophe: Tham hoa khung khiép

. An immediate aid: Sy trg giup kip thoi

] To exert a greater impact on: C6 anh huéng 16n dén cai gi

To pay attention to sth: Chéi y/ quan tdm dén céi gi
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1.59. Nowadays, young people admire sports stars even though they often do
not set a good example. Do you think this is a positive or negative

development? (Pé thi ngay 28/05/2016)

It is true that a number of young people show their admiration for sports celebrities even though
they are not usually excellent role models. In my opinion, the trend has both positive and

negative consequences in equal measure.
On the one hand, the development can be seen as positive for some reasons. The first reason is

that in order to be spectacularly successful, sports stars have demonstrated their considerable
effort and determination to complete great achievements and reach the pinnacle of their sports.
This inspires the young to develop their talents through hard work and perseverance. The second
reason is that many sports celebrities show their sense of community by being involved in
several charities, which can motivate their fans to live more responsibly towards the society. For
example, Cristiano Ronaldo, who is portrayed as an arrogant person, is ranked as one of the most
giving athletes in the world as he has raised thousands of dollars for charity. Therefore, his huge

fans will still look up to him as a sport hero despite his faults.
On the other hand, this trend is also negative to some extent. Firstly, apart from their significant

accomplishments, many sports stars are also known for anti-social behaviors ranging from
alcoholism, sexual abuse to substance assaults. If adolescents copy unhealthy lifestyles of their
idols, standards of morality will be reduced, and society would have more delinquents rather
than productive citizens. Secondly, talented sports professionals often earn incredibly high
salaries, and many of them catch the eyes of the public by showing off their wealth and their
luxurious style. These behaviors, in this case, can promote the idea of having the hedonistic

lifestyle at any cost among young people.
In conclusion, I believe that the trend towards admiring sports stars even though they fail to set a

good example for the young is both positive and negative.

Cic tir vung tot dwoge ding trong bai viét:

. Sports stars = sports celebrities = talented sports professionals: Siéu sao thé thao
. To show admiration for sb: Thé hién su ngudng md ai doé

. Excellent role models: La tim guong xuit sic

J To reach the pinnacle of their sports: Pat dugc dinh cao cia mom thé thao nao d6
. Perseverance: Tinh kién tri, bén bi

. Sense of community: Y thirc cong dong, tinh than cong dong

J To be portrayed as: Pugc miéu ta nhu 1a

. Anti-social behaviors: Nhitng hanh vi phan xa hoi

. Alcoholism: Chirng nghién rugu

. Sexual abuse: Lam dung tinh duc

. To copy unhealthy lifestyles: Hoc theo/ bat chudc/ sao chép 16i sdng khong lanh manh
. Standards of morality: Cac tiéu chuan dao durc
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Hedonistic lifestyle: Ldi séng tdn huong
To set a good example for sb: La tAm gwong cho ai d6 noi theo
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4. PHAN TICH CAC BAI MAU CUA TAC GIA SIMON_BAND 9.0

1.60. These days more fathers stay at home and take care of their children
while mothers go out to work. What could be the reasons for this? Do you
think it is a positive or a negative development? (Simon Sample)

Paraphrase:

- More fathers stay at home and take care of their children = men are likely to take on the role of

househusband = stay at home and look after their children

- Mother go out to work = more women than ever are the breadwinners in their families

Essay sample:

It is true that men are increasingly likely to take on the role of househusband, while more women

than ever are the breadwinners in their families. There could be several reasons for this, and I

consider it to be a very positive trend.
In recent years, parents have had to adapt to various changes in our societies. Equal rights

movements have made great progress, and it has become normal for women to gain
qualifications and pursue a career. It has also become socially acceptable for men to stay at home
and look after their children. At the same time, the rising cost of living has meant that both
marriage partners usually need to work and save money before starting a family. Therefore, when
couples have children, they may decide who works and who stays at home depending on the

personal preference of each partner, or based on which partner earns the most money.
In my view, the changes described above should be seen as progress. We should be happy to live

in a society in which men and women have equal opportunities, and in which women are not put
under pressure to sacrifice their careers. Equally, it seems only fair that men should be free to
leave their jobs in order to assume childcare responsibilities if this is what they wish to do.
Couples should be left to make their own decisions about which parental role each partner takes,

according to their particular circumstances and needs.
In conclusion, the changing roles of men and women in the family are a result of wider changes

in society, and I believe that these developments are desirable.
(274 words, band 9 — Simon)
1.61. Happiness is considered very important in life. Why is it difficult to
define? What factors are important in achieving happiness? (Simon Sample)
Paraphrase:

Essay sample:
It 1s no doubt true that the majority of people would like to be happy in their lives. While the

personal nature of happiness makes it difficult to describe, there do seem to be some common

needs that we all share with regard to experiencing or achieving happiness.
Happiness is difficult to define because it means something different to each individual person.

Nobody can fully understand or experience another person's feelings, and we all have our own
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particular passions from which we take pleasure. Some people, for example, derive a sense of
satisfaction from earning money or achieving success, whereas for others, health and family are
much more important. At the same time, a range of other feelings, from excitement to
peacefulness, may be associated with the idea of happiness, and the same person may therefore

feel happy in a variety of different ways.
Although it seems almost impossible to give a precise definition of happiness, most people

would agree that there are some basic preconditions to achieving it. Firstly, it is hard for a person
to be happy if he or she does not have a safe place to live and enough food to eat. Our basic
survival needs must surely be met before we can lead a pleasant life. Secondly, the greatest joy in
life 1s usually found in shared experiences with family and friends, and it is rare to find a person
who is content to live in complete isolation. Other key factors could be individual freedom and a

sense of purpose in life.
In conclusion, happiness is difficult to define because it is particular to each individual, but I

believe that our basic needs for shelter, food and company need to be fulfilled before we can

experience it.

(292 words, band 9 - Simon)
1.62. In the developed world, average life expectancy is increasing. What
problems will this cause for individuals and society? Suggest some measures
that could be taken to reduce the impact of ageing populations. (Simon
sample)

Paraphrase:

Essay sample:
It is true that people in industrialised nations can expect to live longer than ever before. Although

there will undoubtedly be some negative consequences of this trend, societies can take steps to

mitigate these potential problems.
As people live longer and the populations of developed countries grow older, several related

problems can be anticipated. The main issue is that there will obviously be more people of
retirement age who will be eligible to receive a pension. The proportion of younger, working
adults will be smaller, and governments will therefore receive less money in taxes in relation to
the size of the population. In other words, an ageing population will mean a greater tax burden
for working adults. Further pressures will include a rise in the demand for healthcare, and the

fact young adults will increasingly have to look after their elderly relatives.
There are several actions that governments could take to solve the problems described above.

Firstly, a simple solution would be to increase the retirement age for working adults, perhaps
from 65 to 70. Nowadays, people of this age tend to be healthy enough to continue a productive
working life. A second measure would be for governments to encourage immigration in order to

increase the number of working adults who pay taxes. Finally, money from national budgets will
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need to be taken from other areas and spent on vital healthcare, accommodation and transport

facilities for the rising numbers of older citizens.
In conclusion, various measures can be taken to tackle the problems that are certain to arise as

the populations of countries grow older.

(265 words, band 9 - Simon)
1.63. In some countries, many more people are choosing to live alone nowadays
than in the past. Do you think this is a positive or negative development?

Paraphrases:

- More people are choosing to live alone = An increase in the number of people who live alone

= There are an increasingly number of one-person households

= It has become far more normal for people to live alone

- Positive and negative development = Beneficial and detrimental effect
It is true that in recent years it has become far more normal for people to live alone, particularly

in large cities in the developed world. In my opinion, this trend could have both positive and

negative consequences in equal measure.
On the one hand, the rise of one-person household can be seen as positive for both personal and

broader economic reasons. On an individual level, people who choose to live alone might
become more independent and self-reliant than those who live with family members. A young
adult who live alone have to learn to cook, clean, pay bills on her or his budget; all of which are
valuable life skills. An increase in the number of these individuals can certainlybe seen as a
positive development. From an economic perspective, the trend toward living alone will result in
greater demand for housing. This is likely to benefit the construction industry, estate agents and a

whole host of other companies who rely on homeowners to buy their products or services.
However, the personal and economic arguments given above can be considered from the

opposite angle. Firstly, rather than a positive feeling of increased independence, people who live
alone may experience a feeling of loneliness, isolation and worry. They will miss out on the
emotional support or daily conversation that family members or flatmates can provide, and they
must bear the weight of all household bills and responsibilities; in this sense, perhaps the trend
toward living alone is a negative one. Secondly, from the financial point of view, a rise in
demand for housing is likely to push up property prices and rents. This may benefit some

businesses, the general population, those who live alone, may be faced with rising living costs.
In conclusion, the increase in one-person households will have both beneficial and detrimental

effects on individuals and on the economy.
(306 words — band 9)

1.64. Some people have been in prison become good citizens, and it is often
argued that these are best people to talk to teenagers about the dangers of

committing a crime. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Paraphrases:
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- People have been in prison = ex—prisoners = ex-offender = ex-convicts = reformed
criminals = used-to-be wrongdoers = people who have turned their lives around after

serving a prison sentence
- Teenager = Adolescent = Young people
- Good citizens = productive members of society
- Committing a crime = Breaking the law = Engage in unlawful activities
- The dangers of committing a crime =the dangers of criminal lifestyle

Essay sample:

It is true that ex-prisoners can become normal, productive members of society. I completely
agree with the idea that allowing such people to speak to teenagers about their experiences is the

most effective solution to discourage them from breaking the law.

In my opinion, teenagers are more likely to accept advice from someone who speak from
experience. Reformed criminal can tell young people about how they involved in crime, the
dangers of criminal lifestyle and what in prison is really like. They can also dispel any idea that
teenagers have about criminals leading glamorous lives.While Adolescents are often indifferent
to the guidance given by older people, I imagine that most of them would be extremely keen to
hear the stories of an ex-offender. The vivid and perhaps shocking nature of these stories is likely

to have a powerful impact.

The alternatives to using used-to-be wrongdoers to educate teenagers about crime would be less
effective. One option would be for police officers to visit schools and talk to young people. This
would be useful in term of informing what happens to lawbreakers when they are caught, but
students are often reluctant to take advice from figures of authority. A second option, teachers
can speak to their students about crime but I doubt that they would see teachers as credible
sources of information about this topic. Finally, Educational films might be informative, but

there would be no opportunity for young people to interact and ask questions.

In conclusion, I fully support the view that people who have turned their lives around after

servinga prison sentence could help to deter teenagers from engaging in unlawful activities.
(287 words, band 9)

1.65. The older generation tend to have very traditional ideas about how
people should live, think and behave. However, some people believe that these
ideas are not helpful in preparingyounger generations for modern life. To what

extent do you agree or disagree with this view?
Paraphrases:

- Older generation= elderly people = older people

75



On thi Ielts writing task 2_Band 8' Alexa

- Younger generation = young adults = younger people
- Have very traditional ideas = traditional values

- Modern life = today’s society = today’s world

- Not helpful = unhelpful = outdated

Essay sample:

It is true that many older people believe in traditional values that often seen incompatible with
the needs of younger people. While I agree that some traditional ideas are outdated, I also believe

that others are still useful and should be not forgotten.

On the one hand, many of the ideas that elderly people have about life are becoming less relevant
for younger people. In the past, for example,people were advise to learn a profession and find a
secure job, but today’sworkers expect much more variety and diversity from their careers. At the
same time, the ‘rules’ around relationships are being eroded as young people make their own
choices about who and when to marry. But perhaps the greatest disparity between the generations
can be seen in their attitude towards gender roles. The traditional roles of men and women, as
breadwinners and housewives, are no longer accepted as necessary and appropriate by most

younger people.

On the other hand, some traditional views and values are certainly applicable to the modern
world. For example, older people attach great importance to working hard, doing one’s best,
taking pride in one’s work and behaviours can surely benefit young people as they enter today’s
competitive job market. Other characteristics that are perhaps seen as traditional are politeness
and good manners. In our globalised world, young adultsare expected to come into contact with
people from a huge variety of backgrounds, and it is more important than ever to treat others
with respect. Finally, I believe that young people would lead happier lives if they had a more

“old-fashioned” sense of community and neighbourliness.

In conclusion, although the views of elderly people are sometimes unhelpful in today’s world,

we should not dismiss all traditional ideas as irrelevant.
(299 words, band 9)

1.66. Wild animals have no place in the 21*century, so protecting them is a

waste of resources. To what extent do you agree or disagree?
Paraphrases:
Essay sample:

Some people argue that it is pointless to spend money on the protection of wild animals because

we humans have no need for them. I completely disagree with this point of view.
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In my opinion, it is absurd to argue that wild animals have no place in the 21* century. I do not
believe that the planet Earth exists only for the benefit of humans, and there is nothing special
about this particular century that means that we suddenly have the right to allow or encourage
the extinction of any species. Futhermore, there is no compelling reason why we should let
animals die out. We donot need to exploit or destroy every last square metre of land in order to
feed or accommodate the world’s population. There is plenty of room for us to exist side by side

with wild animals, and this should be our aim.

I also disagree with the idea that protecting animals is a waste of resources. It is usually the
protection of natural habitats that ensures the survival of wild animals, and most scientists agree
that these habitats are also crucial for human survival. For example, rainforests produce oxygen,
absorb dioxide and stabilise the Earth’s climate. If we destroyed the areas, the costs of managing
the resulting changes to our planet would far outweigh the costs of conservation. By protecting

wild animals and their habitats, we maintain the natural balance of all life on Earth.

In conclusion, we have no right to decide whether or not wild animals should exist, and I believe

that we should do everything we can to protect them.
(269 words, band 9)

1.67. Families who send their children to private schools should not be
required to pay taxes that support the state education system. To what extent

do you agree or disagree?
Paraphrase:

- Families who send their children to private schools = parents of children who attend
private schools = families who pay for private education = parents of children in private

schools = people who choose private education.
- State education system = State schools = public schools
- Should not be required to pay taxes that support the state education system = should not

need to contribute to state school through taxes = reduce taxes for families who pay for
private education = any financial concessions should be made for people who choose

private education.
Essay sample:

Some people believe that parents of children who attend private schools should not need to

contribute to state schools through taxes. Personally, I completely disagree with this view.

For a variety of reasons, it would be wrong to reduce taxes for families who pay for private

education. Firstly, it would be difficult to calculate the correct amount of tax reduction for these
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families, and staff would be required to manage this complex process.Secondly, we all pay a
certain amount of tax for public services that we may not use. For example, many people are
fortunate enough not to have to call the police or fire brigade at any time Itheir lives, but they
would not expect a tax reduction for this. Finally, if wealthy families were given a tax discount
for sending their children to private schools, we might have a situation where poorer people pay

higher taxes than the rich.

In my opinion, we should all be happy to pay our share of money that supports public schools. It
is beneficial for all members of societyto have a high quality education system with equal
opportunities for all young people. This will result in a well-educated workforce, and turn in a
productive and prosperous nation. Parents of children in private schools may also see the
advantages of this in their own lives. For example, a company owner will need well qualified

and competent staff, and a well-funned education system can provide such employees.

In conclusion, I do not believe that any financial concessions should be made for people who

choose private education.
(269 words, ban 9)

1.68. Nowadays celebrities are more famous for their glamour and wealth than
for their achievements, and this sets a bad example to young people. To what

extent do you agree or disagree?
Paraphrase:

- Famous = Known for= do achieve fame

- Celebrities= famous people=positive/ negative role models

- Celebrities who set a bad example = famous people who act as negative role models.
- Glamour = glamorous lifestyle

- Achievement = the work they do

Essay sample:

It is true that some celebrities are known for their glamorous lifestyle than the work they do.
While I accept that these celebrities set a bad example for children, I also believe that other

famous people act as positive role models.

On the one hand, many people do achieve fame without really working for it. They may have
inherited money from parents, married a famous or wealthy person, or they may have appeared
in gossip magazines or on a reality TV programme. A good example would be Paris Hilton, who
is rich and famous for the wrong reasons. She spent her time attending parties and nightclubs,

and her behaviour promotes the idea that apperance, glamour and media profile are more
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important than hard work and good character. The message to young people is that success can

be achieved easily, and that school work is not necessary.

On the other hand, there are at least as many celebrities whose accomplishments make them
excellent role models for young people. Actors, musicans and sports stars become famous idols
because they have worked hard and applied themselves to develop real skills and abilities. They
demonstrate great effort, determination and ambition, whichis required for someone who want to
be truly successful in their chosen field. An example is the actor and martial artist Jackie Chan,
who has become world famous through years of pratice and hard work. This kind of self-made

celebrity can spirit children to develop their talents through application and perserverance.

In conclusion, It seems to me that there are a more number of celebrities who greatly success for

their consistent effort rather than negative role models.

1.69. When choosing a job, the salary is the most important consideration. To

what extent do you agree or disagree?
Paraphrase:

- Job = work = career = employment = profession = career path
- Choose a job = find / look for/seek employment opportunity= decide on a career =

choosea career path = choose a career = the choice of profession.
- The salary = the size of salary offered = money
- The most important consideration = the key consideration = most important factor
- Other considerations = other factors = other motivators = other non-financial factors

Essay sample:
Intro 1

People have different views about whether or not the key consideration when deciding on a
employment opportunity is the size of salary offered. While I accept than money play an vital

role to help jobseekers choose their jobs, I also believe that other factors are equally important.
Intro 2:

A number of people choose their jobs based on the size of salary offered. Personally, I
completely disagree with the idea that money is the key consideration when deciding on a career,

because I believe that other factors are equally important.

On the one hand, I agree that money is necessary in order for people to meet their basic needs.
We all have to pay for housing, health care, bills, food, and education. Most people consider it a
priority to at least earn money that allow them to cover these needs and have a reasonable quality

of life. If they choose their jobs based on enjoyment or other non-financial factors, they may find
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it difficult to support themselves. Artists and musicians, for instance, are known for choosing
their career paths that they love, but does not always provide them with enough money to live

comfortably and raise family.

Nevertheless, I believe that other considerations are just as important as what we earn. Firstly,
personal relationships and the atmosphere in a workplace are extremely important when
choosing a job. Having a good manager or friendly colleagues, for example, can make a huge
difference to worker’s level of happiness and a general quality of life. Secondly, many people’s
feeling of job satisfaction come from their professional achievements, the skills they learn, and
the position they reach rather than the money they earn. Finally, some people choose a career

because they want to help others and contribute something positive to society.

In conclusion, while I salaries certainly affect people’s choice of profession, I do not believe that

money outweighs all other motivators.
(275 words, band 9)

1.70. Foreign visitors should pay more than local visitors for cultural and

historical attractions. To what extend do you agree or disagree?
Paraphrase:
- Foreign visitor = foreign tourist = tourist from oversea = traveler = oversea tourists

- Local visitor = local tourist = local people = the locals = local dweller = local resident =

local inhabitant
- Cultural and historical attractions = cultural and historical places/ sites = monument and

important attractions/ places/ sites.
- Pay = charge

Essay sample:

It 1s sometimes argued that tourists from oversea should be charged more than local residents to

visit monuments and important sites. Personally, I completely disagree with this point of view.

The argument in favor of higher price for foreign tourists would be that cultural or historical
attractions often depend on state subsidies to keep them going, which means that resident
population already pay money for these sites through tax system. However, I believe this to be a
very shortsighted view. Foreign tourists contribute to the economy of the host country with the
money they spend on wide range of goods and services, including foods, accommodation,
souvenirs and travel. The governments and inhabitants of every country should be happy to

subsidiesimportant tourist sites and encourage people from the rest of the world to visit them.
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If travelersrealized that they would have to pay more to visit historical and cultural places in a
particular nation, they would perhaps decide not to go to that country on holiday. To take the UK
as an example, the tourism industry and many related jobs rely on visitors coming to the country
to see these places like Windors Castle and Saint Paul’s Cathedral. These two sites charge the
same price regardless of nationality, and this helps to promote the nation’s cultural heritage. If
oversea tourists stopped coming due to higher prices, there would be a risk of insufficient

funding for the maintenance of these important buildings.

In conclusion, I believe that every effort should be made to attract tourists from oversea, and it

would be counterproductive to make them pay more than the locals.
(269 words, band 9).

1.71. Some people think that all teenagers should be required to do unpaid
work in their free time to help the community. They believe that it would
benefit for both individual teenagers and society as a whole. Do you agree or

disagree?
Paraphrase:

- Teenager = Adolescent = young people

- Require to = force to = make compulsory

- Do unpaid work = work on a volunteer basis = work for free
- In their free time = In their spare time

- Benefit for = be beneficial for

Essay sample:

Many young people work on a volunteer basis, and this can only be beneficial for both the
individual and society as a whole. However, I do not believe that we should therefore force all

teenagers to do unpaid work.

Most young people are already under enough pressure with their studies,without being given the
added responsibility of working in their spare time. A school is just as demanding as a full-time
job,and teachers expect their students to do homework and exam revision on top of attending
lessons everyday. When young people do have some free time, teachers should encourage them
to enjoy it with their friends or spend it doing sports or other leisure activities. They have many

years of work ahead of them when they finish their studies.

At the same time, I do not believe that society has anything to gain from obliging young people
to do unpaid work. In fact, I would argue that it goes against the values of free and fair society to
force a group of people to do something against their will. Doing this can only lead to resentment

among young people, who would feel that they were being used, and parents, who would not
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want to be told how to raise their children. Currently, nobody is forced to volunteer, and this is

surely the best system.

In conclusion, children may choose to work for free and help others, but in my opinion we

should not make this compulsory.
(247 words, band 9)

1.72. Some people believe that hobbies need to be difficult to be enjoyable. To

what extent do you agree or disagree?
Paraprase:

- Hobby
- To be difficult = present more of a challenge>< simple = easy
- Be enjoyable = be fun = be exciting = give someone more pleasure = be pleasurable

Essay sample:

Some hobbies are relatively easy, while others present more of a challenge. Personally, I believe
that both types of hobby can be fun, and I therefore disagree with the statement that hobbies need
to be difficult in order to enjoyable.

On the one hand, many people enjoy easy hobbies. One example of an activity that is interesting
for most people is swimming. This hobby requires very little equipment, it is simple to learn, and
it is inexpensive. I remember learning to swim in my local swimming pool when I was a child,
and I never felt like a demanding or challenging experience. Another hobby that can be fun and
easy is photography. Anyone can take interesting pictures without knowing too much about the
technicalities of operating a camera. Despite being straightforward, taking photos is a satisfy

activity.

On the other hand, difficult hobbies can sometimes be more exciting. If a hobby is more
challenging, we might feel a greater sense of satisfaction when we manage to do it successfully.
Video editing, for instance, is a hobby that requires a high level of knowledge and expertise. In
my case, it took me aroud two years before I became competent at this activity, but now I feel
enjoy it much more than I did when I started. I believe that many hobbies give us more pleasure
when we reach a higher level of performance because the results are better, the feeling of

achievement is greater.

In conclusion, it seems to me that simple hobbies can be fun and relaxing, but difficult hobbies

can be equally pleasurable for different reasons.

(266 words, band 9)
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1.73. Many people decide on a career path early in their lives and keep to it.
This, they argue, leads to more satisfying working life. To what extent do you
agree or disagree with this view? what other things can people do to have a
satisfying working life?
Paraphrase:
- Many people = a number of people = young people
- Decide on a career path early = know from an early age what career they want to pursue

= have a defined career path
- Satisfying working life = job satisfaction = find happiness in their working lives in

different ways = make working life much more satisfying
Essay sample:

It is true that many people know from an early age what career they want to pursue, and they are
happy to spend the rest of their lives in the same position. While I accept that this may suit many
people, I also believe that others enjoy changing careers or seeking job satisfaction in different

ways.

On the one hand, having a defined career path can certainly lead to a satisfying working life.
Many young people decide as young children what they want to do as adults, and it gives them a
great sense of satisfaction to work towards their goals and gradually achieve them. For example,
many children dream of becoming doctors, but to realize this ambition they need to gain the
relevant qualification and undertake years of training. In my experience, very few people who
have qualified as doctors choose to change career because they find their work so rewarding, and

because they have invested so much time and effort to reach their goals.

On the other hand, many people find happiness in their working lives in different ways. Firstly,
no everyone dreams of doing a particular job, and it can be equally rewarding to try a variety of
professions; starting out on a completely new career path can be a reinvigorating experience.
Secondly, many people see their works as simply a means of earning money, and they are happy
if the salary is high enough to allow them to enjoy life outside work. Finally, job satisfaction is
often the result of working conditions, rather than the career itself. For example, a positive
working atmosphere, enthusiastic colleagues, and an inspirational boss can make working life

much more satisfying, regardless of the profession.

In conclusion, it can certainly be satisfying to pursue a particular career for the whole of one’s

life, but this is by no mean the only route to fulfillment.

(313 words, band 9)
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1.74. We cannot help everyone in the world that needs help, and we should
only be concerned with our own communities and countries. To what extent do

you agree or disagree with this statement?
Paraphrase:

- Help everyone in the world = help those who live beyond national borders = help people

who are in need
- Community = coutry = nation = society = doorstep = local area
- Concerned with our own communities and countries = prioritize local charity = help

people in our neighbours and fellow citizens
Essay sample:

Some people believe that we should not help people in other countries as long as there are
problems in our own society. I completely disagree with this view because I believe that we

should try to help as many people as possible.

On the one hand,I believe that it is important to help people in our neighbors and fellow citizens.
In most communities there are people who are impoverished and disadvantaged in some way. It
is possible to find homeless people, for example, in even the wealthiest in cities, and for those
who are concerned about this problem, there are usually opportunities to volunteer time or give
money to support these people. In the UK, people can help in a variety of ways, from donating
clothing to serving free food in a soup kitchen. Since these problems are on our doorstep, there
are many obvious ways to help, I can understand why some people feel that we should prioritize

local charity.

At the same time, | believe that we have an obligation to have people who live beyond our
national borders. In some countries the problems that they face are much more serious than those
in our own communities, and it is sometimes easier to help. For example, children are dying
from curable diseases in African countries, governments and individuals in richer countries can
save lives simply by paying for vaccines that already exist. A small donation to an international

charity might have a much greater impact than helping in our local area.

In conclusion, it is true that we can not help everyone, but in my opinion national boundaries

should not stop us from helping people who are in need.

(282 words, band 9)
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1.75. It is impossible to help all people in the world, so governments should
only focus on people in their own countries. To what extent do you agree or
disagree? (Dé thi ngay 02/04/2016)

Paraphrase:

- It is impossible to help people in the world = we can not help everyone
- People in their own countries = people/ citizens in our own society/ nations/ countries =

people in our neighbours and fellow citizens
- Help people in our own countries = piroritize local charity = ...
- People in others countries = people who live beyond our national borders = people in the

rest/ othe parts of the world
- Focus on = pay attention to
Essay sample:
People have different views about whether governments should care about people who live

beyond their national borders. While I agree that we should prioritise local charity, I believe that

we should also help people of other countries.
On the one hand, I accept that it is the responsibility of governments to help people in their own

nations. There are a number of disadvantaged people who really need help in their own
communities. For example, in Vietnam, a number of children in mountainous areas have no
access to schooling and have insufficient clothing to wear in winter while many people are
homeless in society. By launching charitable campaigns such as teaching primary schoolchildren,
donating clothing or providing shelter for people living below the poverty line, the Vietnamese
government and its residents can make significant changes to the life of the needy. The country

would be better off as a result.
On the other hand, I believe that governments should also be concerned about the problems that

people of other countries are confronted with. The provision of assistance to nations where
serious situations occur are sometimes of great significance, which can reduce the extent of the
tragic loss of life and damage. For instance, a huge number of countries offered medical
assistance and other humanitarian care to Japanese people who were devastated by an earthquake
and a tsunami in 2011. This international support not only saved thousands of lives but also
helped the Japanese government in recovery efforts after the terrible catastrophe. Therefore, an
immediate aid from international community can exert a greater impact than helping in our local

area.
In conclusion, I believe that apart from focusing on helping citizens of their own countries,

governments should also pay attention to those who are in need in other parts of the world.
(300 words, Phuong Thuy)

Cac tir vung tot dwoe dung trong bai viét:

 To live beyond their national borders: Séng ¢ nudc khac/ quéc gia khac
» To prioritise sth: Uu tién cai gi
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o Disadvantaged people: Nhitng nguoi bat hanh/ chiu thiét thoi
e Have no access to sth: Khong c6 tiép can véi cai gi
e Shelter: Chd &
e People living below the poverty line: Nhitng nguoi ngheo
e To make significant changes to sb: Tao ra su thay doi dang ké cho ai
e Better off: Giau c9, phat trién hon
e To be concerned about: Quan tam tdi cai gi
e To be confronted with: P6i mat vdi
e To be of great significance/ importance: C6 vai tro quan trong
e Humanitarian care: Sy quan tdm mang tinh nhan dao
e The terrible catastrophe: Tham hoa khung khiép
e An immediate aid: Su tr¢ giup kip thoi
e To exert a greater impact on: C6 anh hudng 16n dén céi gi
e To pay attention to sth: Chtl y/ quan tdm dén cai gi
1.76. In recent years, there has been growing interest in the relationship
between equality and personal achievement. Some people believe that
individuals can achieve more in egalitarian societies. Others believe that high
levels of personal achievement are possible only if individuals are free to
succeed or fail according to their individual merits.What is your view of the
relationship between equality and personal success?
Paraphrase:
- Equality = egalitarian society = equal society = fair society
- Personal achievement = personal success

Essay sample:
In my opinion, an egalitarian society is one in which everyone has the same rights and the same

opportunities. I completely agree that people can achieve more in this kind of society.
Education is an important factor with regard to personal success in life. I believe that all children

should have access to free schooling, and higher education should be either free or affordable for
all those who chose to pursue a university degree. In a society without free schooling or
affordable higher education, only children and young adults in wealthier families would have
access to the best learning opportunities, and they would therefore be better prepared for the job
market. This kind of inequality would ensure the success of some but harm the prospects of

others.
I would argue that equal rights and opportunities are not in conflict with people’s freedome to

success or fail. In other words, equality does not mean that people lose their motivation to
success or are not allow to fail. On the contrary, I believe that people would feel motivated to
work hard anh reach their potential if they thought that they lived in a fair society. Those who did
not make the same effort would know that they had wasted their opportunity. Inequality, on the
other hand, would be more likely to demotivate people because they would know that the odds of

success were stacked in favour of those from privileged backgrounds.
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In conclusion, it seems to me that there is a positive relationship between equality and personal

success.
(260 words, band 9)

1.77. Universities should accept the equal number of male and female students

in every subjects. To what extent do you agree or disagree?
Paraphrase:
- Male and female students = men and women = males and females
- Subject = course = class = lesson

- Accept the equal number of male and female students in every subject = having the same
number of men and women on all degree courses = accept the same proportions of each gender

in every university subject = fill all course with equal numbers of males and females
Essay sample:

In my opinion, men and women should have the same educational opportunities. However, I
completely disagree with the idea of accepting the same proportions of each gender in every

university subject.

Having the same number of men and women on all courses is simply unrealistic. Student
numbers of any course depend on the applications that the situation receives. If a university
decided to fill courses with equal numbers of males and females, it would need enough
applicants of each gender. In reality, many courses would be more popular with one gender than
the other, and it would be not practical to aim for equal proportions. For example, nursing
courses tend to attract more female applicants, it would be difficult to fill theses courses if fifty

per cent of the places needed to go to males.

Apart from the practical concerns expressed above, I also believe that it would be unfair to base
admission to university courses on gender. Universities should continue to select the best
candidate according to their qualifications. In this way, both men and women have the same
opportunities, and applicants know that they will be successful if they work had to achieve good
grades at school. If a female student is the best candidate in a place on a course, it is surely

wrong to reject her in favour of a male student with lower grades and fewer qualifications.

In conclusion, the selection of university students should based on merit, and it would be both

impractical and unfair to change to a selection procedure based on gender.

(259 words, band 9)
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1.78. Some people think that all universuty students should study whatever
they like. Others believe they should only be allowed to study subjects that will
be successful in the future, such as those related to science and technology.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.
Paraphrase:

- All students should study whatever they want = everyone should able to study the course of
their choice = students should be free to choose their preferred areas of study = people have the

right to study whatever they like

- They should only be allowed to study subjects that will be successful in the future = it would be
better for students to be forced into certain key subject areas = universities should only offer

subjects that will be useful in the future
Essay sample:

People have different views about how much choice students should have with regard to what
they can study at university. While some argue that it would be better for students to be forced
into certain key subject areas, I believe that everyone should be able to study the course of their

choice.

There are various reasons why people believe that universities should only offer subjects that
will be useful in the future. They may assert that universities courses like medicine, engineering
and information technology are more likely to be beneficial than certain art degrees. From a
personal perspective, it can be argued that these courses provide more job opportunities, career
progression, better salaries, and therefore an improved quality of life for students who take them.
On the social level, by forcing people to choose partical university subjects, governments can
ensure that any knowledge and skills gaps in the economy are covered. Finally, a focus on
technology in higher education could lead to new inventions, economic growth, and greater

future prosperity.

In spite of these arguments, I believe that university students should be free to choose their
preferred areas of study. In my opinion, society will benefit more if our students are passionate
about they are learning. Besides, nobody can really predict which areas of knowledge will be
most useful to society in the future, and it may be that employers begin to value creative thinking
skills above practical or technical skills. If this were the case, perhaps we would need more

students of art, history and philosophy than of science or technology.
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In conclusion, although it might seem sensible for universities to focus only on the most useful
subjects, [ personally prefer the current system in which people have the right to study whatever

they like.
(297 words, band 9)

1.79. Some people think that strick punishment for driving offences are key to
reducing traffic accidents. Others, however, believe that other measures would
be more effective in improving traffic safety. Discuss both these views and give

your own opinion?
Paraphrase:
- Strick punishment = penalty = fine
- Driving offence = dangerous driver
- Reducing traffic accidents = deter people from driving so quickly = prevent bad driving

- Improving traffic safety = safe driving = road safety measures = making roads safer =

promoting better driving habits = help to drive more safely
Essay sample:

People have differing views with regard to the question of how to make our roads safer. I believe
that both punishments and a range of other measures can be used together to promote better

driving habits.

On the one hand, strict punishments can certainly help to encourage people to drive more safely.
Penalties can act as a deterrent, meaning that people avoid repeating the same offence. There are
various types of driving penalty, such as small fines, licence suspensions, driver awareness
courses, and even prison sentences. The aim of these punishments is to show dangerous drivers
their actions have negative consequences. As a result, we would hope that drivers can become

more disciplined and alert, and that they follow the rules more carefully.

On the ther hand, I believe that safe driving can be promoted in some different way that do not
punish drivers. Firstly, it is vitally important to educate people properly before they start to drive,
and this could be done in schools or even as part of an extended or more difficult driving test.
Secondly, more attention should be paid to safe road design. For example, signs can be used to
warn traffic, speed bumps and road bends can be added to calm traffic, and speed cameras can
help to deter people from driving too quickly. Finally, governments and local councils could
reduce road accidents by investig in better public transport, which would mean that fewer people

could need to travel by car.
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In conclusion, while punishmetns can help to prevent bad driving, I believe that other road safety

measures should also be introduced.
(267 words, band 9)

1.80. Some people think that in the modern world we are more dependent on
each other, while others think that we have become more independent. Discuss

both views and give your own opinion.
Paraphrase:
- Modern world = modern life = now = nowadays = these day = today = today’s society

- More dependent on each other = people depen on each other more = are more dependent on

others
- Have becomem more independent = are more independent than ever
Essay sample:

People have different views about whether we are more or less dependent on others nowadays. In

my view, modern life forces us to be more independent than people were in the past.

There are two main reasons why it could be argued that we are more dependent on each other
now. Firtsly, life is more complex and difficult, especially because the cost of living has
increased so dramatically. For example, young adults tend to rely on their parents for help when
buying a house. Property price is higher than ever, and without help it would be impossible for
many people to pay a deposit or a mortage. Secondly, people seem to be more ambitious
nowadays, and they want a better quality of life. This means that both parents usually need to

work full-time, and they depend on support from grandparents and babysitters for child care.

However, I agree with those who belive that we are more independent these day. In most
countries, families are becoming smaller and more dispersed, which means we cannot count on
relatives as much as they used to. We also have freedome to live alone or far away from our
home towns. For example, many students choose to study aboard instead of going to their local
university, and this experience makes them more independent than as they learn to live alone.
Another facor in this growing independence is technology, which allows us to work alone or

from any part of the world.

In conclusion, although there are some reasons to believe that people now depend on each other

more, my own view is that we are more independent than ever.

(279 words, band 9)
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1.81. Some people think that governments should give financial support for
creative artists such as painters or musicians, while others believe that creative
artists should be funded by alternative sources. Dicuss both views and give

your own opinion.
Paraphrase:
- Government = state

- Give financial support for creative artists = the funding of creative artists = the idea of

government support for artists.
- Creative artists should be funded by alternative sources
Essay sample:

People have different views about the funnding of creative artists, while some people disagree
with the idea of government support for artists, i believe that art projects should come from both

governments and other sources.

Some art projects definitely require help from the state. In the UK, there are many works of art in
public spaces, such as streets or squares in city centres. In Liverpool, for example, there are
several new statues and sculptures in the docks area of the city, which has been redeveloped
recently. These artworks represent culture, heritage and history. They serve to educate people
about the city, and act as landmarks or talking points for visitors and tourists. Governments and
local councils should pay creative artists to produce this kind of art, because without their

funding our cities would be much less interesting and attractive.

On the other hand, I can understand the arguments against government funding for art. The main
reason for this view is that governments have more important concerns. For example, state
budgets need to be spent on education, healthcare, infrastructure and security, among other areas.
These public services are vital for a country to function properly, whereas the work of creative
artists, even in public places, is a luxury. Another reason for this opinion is that artists do a job
like any other professional, and they should therefore earn their own money by selling their

work.

In conclusion, there are good reasons why artists should rely on alternative sources of financial

support, but in my opinion government help is sometimes necessary.

(263 words)
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1.82. Nowadays animal experiments are widely used to develop new medicines
and to test the safety of other products. Some people argue that these
experiments should be banned because it is morally wrong to cause animals to
suffer, while others are in favour of them because of their benefits to humanity.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

It is true that medicines and other products are routinely tested on animals before they are
cleared for human use. While I tend towards the viewpoint that animal testing is morally wrong,
I would have to support a limited amount of animal experimentation for the development of

medicines.

On the one hand, there are clear ethical arguments against animal experimentation. To use a
common example of this practice, laboratory mice may be given an illness so that the
effectiveness of a new drug can be measured. Opponents of such research argue that humans
have no right to subject animals to this kind of trauma, and that the lives of all creatures should
be respected. They believe that the benefits to humans do not justify the suffering caused, and

that scientists should use alternative methods of research.

On the other hand, reliable alternatives to animal experimentation may not always be available.
Supporters of the use of animals in medical research believe that a certain amount of suffering on
the part of mice or rats can be justified if human lives are saved. They argue that opponents of
such research might feel differently if a member of their own families needed a medical
treatment that had been developed through the use of animal experimentation. Personally, I agree
with the banning of animal testing for non-medical products, but I feel that it may be a necessary

evil where new drugs and medical procedures are concerned.

1.83. In conclusion, it seems to me that it would be wrong to ban testing on
animals for vital medical research until equally effective alternatives have been

developed.

Some people regard video games as harmless fun, or even as a useful educational tool. Others,
however, believe that videos games are having an adverse effect on the people who play them. In

your opinion, do the drawbacks of video games outweigh the benefits?

Many people, and children in particular, enjoy playing computer games. While I accept that these
games can sometimes have a positive effect on the user, I believe that they are more likely to

have a harmful impact.

On the one hand, video games can be both entertaining and educational. Users, or gamers, are

transported into virtual worlds which are often more exciting and engaging than real-life
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pastimes. From an educational perspective, these games encourage imagination and creativity, as
well as concentration, logical thinking and problem solving, all of which are useful skills outside
the gaming context. Furthermore, it has been shown that computer simulation games can

improve users' motor skills and help to prepare them for real-world tasks, such as flying a plane.

However, I would argue that these benefits are outweighed by the drawbacks. Gaming can be
highly addictive because users are constantly given scores, new targets and frequent rewards to
keep them playing. Many children now spend hours each day trying to progress through the
levels of a game or to get a higher score than their friends. This type of addiction can have
effects ranging from lack of sleep to problems at school, when homework is sacrificed for a few
more hours on the computer or console. The rise in obesity in recent years has also been linked

in part to the sedentary lifestyle and lack of exercise that often accompany gaming addiction.

In conclusion, it seems to me that the potential dangers of video games are more significant than

the possible benefits.

1.84. Some people think that museums should be enjoyable places to entertain
people, while others believe that the purpose of museums is to educate. Discuss

both views and give you own opinion.

People have different views about the role and function of museums. In my opinion, museums

can and should be both entertaining and educational.

On the one hand, it can be argued that the main role of a museum is to entertain. Museums are
tourist attractions, and their aim is to exhibit a collection of interesting objects that many people
will want to see. The average visitor may become bored if he or she has to read or listen to too
much educational content, so museums often put more of an emphasis on enjoyment rather than
learning. This type of museum is designed to be visually spectacular, and may have interactive

activities or even games as part of its exhibitions.

On the other hand, some people argue that museums should focus on education. The aim of any
exhibition should be to teach visitors something that they did not previously know. Usually this
means that the history behind the museum's exhibits needs to be explained, and this can be done
in various ways. Some museums employ professional guides to talk to their visitors, while other
museums offer headsets so that visitors can listen to detailed commentary about the exhibition.
In this way, museums can play an important role in teaching people about history, culture,

science and many other aspects of life.
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In conclusion, it seems to me that a good museum should be able to offer an interesting,
enjoyable and educational experience so that people can have fun and learn something at the

same time.

1.85. Some people believe that studying at university or college is the best
route to a successful career, while others believe that it is better to get a job

straight after school. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

When they finish school, teenagers face the dilemma of whether to get a job or continue their
education. While there are some benefits to getting a job straight after school, I would argue that

it is better to go to college or university.

The option to start work straight after school is attractive for several reasons. Many young
people want to start earning money as soon as possible. In this way, they can become
independent, and they will be able to afford their own house or start a family. In terms of their
career, young people who decide to find work, rather than continue their studies, may progress
more quickly. They will have the chance to gain real experience and learn practical skills related

to their chosen profession. This may lead to promotions and a successful career.

On the other hand, I believe that it is more beneficial for students to continue their studies.
Firstly, academic qualifications are required in many professions. For example, it is impossible
to become a doctor, teacher or lawyer without having the relevant degree. As a result, university
graduates have access to more and better job opportunities, and they tend to earn higher salaries
than those with fewer qualifications. Secondly, the job market is becoming increasingly
competitive, and sometimes there are hundreds of applicants for one position in a company.
Young people who do not have qualifications from a university or college will not be able to

compete.

For the reasons mentioned above, it seems to me that students are more likely to be successful in

their careers if they continue their studies beyond school level.

1.86. Several languages are in danger of extinction because they are spoken by
very small numbers of people. Some people say that governments should spend
public money on saving these languages, while others believe that would be a

waste of money. Discuss both these views and give your opinion.

It is true that some minority languages may disappear in the near future. Although it can be
argued that governments could save money by allowing this to happen, I believe that these

languages should be protected and preserved.
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There are several reasons why saving minority languages could be seen as a waste of money.
Firstly, if a language is only spoken by a small number of people, expensive education
programmes will be needed to make sure that more people learn it, and the state will have to pay
for facilities, teachers and marketing. This money might be better spent on other public services.
Secondly, it would be much cheaper and more efficient for countries to have just one language.

Governments could cut all kinds of costs related to communicating with each minority group.

Despite the above arguments, I believe that governments should try to preserve languages that
are less widely spoken. A language is much more than simply a means of communication; it has
a vital connection with the cultural identity of the people who speak it. If a language disappears,
a whole way of life will disappear with it, and we will lose the rich cultural diversity that makes
societies more interesting. By spending money to protect minority languages, governments can

also preserve traditions, customs and behaviours that are part of a country's history.

In conclusion, it may save money in the short term if we allow minority languages to disappear,

but in the long term this would have an extremely negative impact on our cultural heritage.

Causes and Effects/Solutions

1.87. Many people prefer to watch foreign films rather than locally produced
films. Why could this be? Should governments give more financial support to

local film industries?

It is true that foreign films are more popular in many countries than domestically produced films.
There could be several reasons why this is the case, and 1 believe that governments should

promote local film-making by subsidising the industry.

There are various reasons why many people find foreign films more enjoyable than the films
produced in their own countries. Firstly, the established film industries in certain countries have
huge budgets for action, special effects and to shoot scenes in spectacular locations. Hollywood
blockbusters like 'Avatar' or the James Bond films are examples of such productions, and their
global appeal is undeniable. Another reason why these big-budget films are so successful is that
they often star the most famous actors and actresses, and they are made by the most
accomplished producers and directors. The poor quality, low-budget filmmaking in many

countries suffers in comparison.
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In my view, governments should support local film industries financially. In every country, there
may be talented amateur film-makers who just need to be given the opportunity to prove
themselves. To compete with big-budget productions from overseas, these people need money to
pay for film crews, actors and a host of other costs related to producing high-quality films. If
governments did help with these costs, they would see an increase in employment in the film
industry, income from film sales, and perhaps even a rise in tourist numbers. New Zealand, for
example, has seen an increase in tourism related to the 'Lord of the Rings' films, which were

partly funded by government subsidies.

In conclusion, I believe that increased financial support could help to raise the quality of locally
made films and allow them to compete with the foreign productions that currently dominate the

market.
(294 words, band 9)

1.88. These days more fathers stay at home and take care of their children
while mothers go out to work. What could be the reasons for this? Do you

think it is a positive or a negative development?

It is true that men are increasingly likely to take on the role of househusband, while more women
than ever are the breadwinners in their families. There could be several reasons for this, and I

consider it to be a very positive trend.

In recent years, parents have had to adapt to various changes in our societies. Equal rights
movements have made great progress, and it has become normal for women to gain
qualifications and pursue a career. It has also become socially acceptable for men to stay at home
and look after their children. At the same time, the rising cost of living has meant that both
marriage partners usually need to work and save money before starting a family. Therefore, when
couples have children, they may decide who works and who stays at home depending on the

personal preference of each partner, or based on which partner earns the most money.

In my view, the changes described above should be seen as progress. We should be happy to live
in a society in which men and women have equal opportunities, and in which women are not put
under pressure to sacrifice their careers. Equally, it seems only fair that men should be free to
leave their jobs in order to assume childcare responsibilities if this is what they wish to do.
Couples should be left to make their own decisions about which parental role each partner takes,

according to their particular circumstances and needs.

In conclusion, the changing roles of men and women in the family are a result of wider changes

in society, and I believe that these developments are desirable.
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1.89. In the developed world, average life expectancy is increasing. What
problems will this cause for individuals and society? Suggest some measures

that could be taken to reduce the impact of ageing populations.

It is true that people in industrialised nations can expect to live longer than ever before. Although
there will undoubtedly be some negative consequences of this trend, societies can take steps to

mitigate these potential problems.

As people live longer and the populations of developed countries grow older, several related
problems can be anticipated. The main issue is that there will obviously be more people of
retirement age who will be eligible to receive a pension. The proportion of younger, working
adults will be smaller, and governments will therefore receive less money in taxes in relation to
the size of the population. In other words, an ageing population will mean a greater tax burden
for working adults. Further pressures will include a rise in the demand for healthcare, and the

fact young adults will increasingly have to look after their elderly relatives.

There are several actions that governments could take to solve the problems described above.
Firstly, a simple solution would be to increase the retirement age for working adults, perhaps
from 65 to 70. Nowadays, people of this age tend to be healthy enough to continue a productive
working life. A second measure would be for governments to encourage immigration in order to
increase the number of working adults who pay taxes. Finally, money from national budgets will
need to be taken from other areas and spent on vital healthcare, accommodation and transport

facilities for the rising numbers of older citizens.

In conclusion, various measures can be taken to tackle the problems that are certain to arise as

the populations of countries grow older.
Direct-question

1.90. Happiness is considered very important in life. Why is it difficult to

define? What factors are important in achieving happiness?

It is no doubt true that the majority of people would like to be happy in their lives. While the
personal nature of happiness makes it difficult to describe, there do seem to be some common

needs that we all share with regard to experiencing or achieving happiness.

Happiness is difficult to define because it means something different to each individual person.
Nobody can fully understand or experience another person's feelings, and we all have our own
particular passions from which we take pleasure. Some people, for example, derive a sense of
satisfaction from earning money or achieving success, whereas for others, health and family are

much more important. At the same time, a range of other feelings, from excitement to
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peacefulness, may be associated with the idea of happiness, and the same person may therefore

feel happy in a variety of different ways.

Although it seems almost impossible to give a precise definition of happiness, most people
would agree that there are some basic preconditions to achieving it. Firstly, it is hard for a person
to be happy if he or she does not have a safe place to live and enough food to eat. Our basic
survival needs must surely be met before we can lead a pleasant life. Secondly, the greatest joy in
life 1s usually found in shared experiences with family and friends, and it is rare to find a person
who is content to live in complete isolation. Other key factors could be individual freedom and a

sense of purpose in life.

In conclusion, happiness is difficult to define because it is particular to each individual, but I
believe that our basic needs for shelter, food and company need to be fulfilled before we can

experience it.
(292 words, band 9)

1.91. There are many different types of music in the world today. Why do we
need music? Is the traditional music of a country more important than the

international music that is heard everywhere nowadays?

It is true that a rich variety of musical styles can be found around the world. Music is a vital part
of all human cultures for a range of reasons, and I would argue that traditional music is more

important than modern, international music.

Music is something that accompanies all of us throughout our lives. As children, we are taught
songs by our parents and teachers as a means of learning language, or simply as a form of
enjoyment. Children delight in singing with others, and it would appear that the act of singing in
a group creates a connection between participants, regardless of their age. Later in life, people's
musical preferences develop, and we come to see our favourite songs as part of our life stories.
Music both expresses and arouses emotions in a way that words alone cannot. In short, it is

difficult to imagine life without it.

In my opinion, traditional music should be valued over the international music that has become
so popular. International pop music is often catchy and fun, but it is essentially a commercial
product that is marketed and sold by business people. Traditional music, by contrast, expresses
the culture, customs and history of a country. Traditional styles, such as... (example)..., connect
us to the past and form part of our cultural identity. It would be a real pity if pop music became

so predominant that these national styles disappeared.
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In conclusion, music is a necessary part of human existence, and I believe that traditional music

should be given more importance than international music.
(261 words, band 9)

1.92. Nowadays the way many people interact with each other has changed
because of technology. In what ways has technology affected the types of
relationships that people make? Has this been a positive or negative

development?

It is true that new technologies have had an influence on communication between people.
Technology has affected relationships in various ways, and in my opinion there are both positive

and negative effects.

Technology has had an impact on relationships in business, education and social life. Firstly,
telephones and the Internet allow business people in different countries to interact without ever
meeting each other. Secondly, services like Skype create new possibilities for relationships
between students and teachers. For example, a student can now take video lessons with a teacher
in a different city or country. Finally, many people use social networks, like Facebook, to make
new friends and find people who share common interests, and they interact through their

computers rather than face to face.

On the one hand, these developments can be extremely positive. Cooperation between people in
different countries was much more difficult when communication was limited to written letters
or telegrams. Nowadays, interactions by email, phone or video are almost as good as face-to-face
meetings, and many of us benefit from these interactions, either in work or social contexts. On
the other hand, the availability of new communication technologies can also have the result of
isolating people and discouraging real interaction. For example, many young people choose to
make friends online rather than mixing with their peers in the real world, and these 'virtual'

relationships are a poor substitute for real friendships.

In conclusion, technology has certainly revolutionised communication between people, but not

all of the outcomes of this revolution have been positive.

1.93. Explain some of the ways in which humans are damaging the
environment. What can governments do to address these problems? What can

individual people do?

Humans are responsible for a variety of environmental problems, but we can also take steps to
reduce the damage that we are causing to the planet. This essay will discuss environmental

problems and the measures that governments and individuals can take to address these problems.
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Two of the biggest threats to the environment are air pollution and waste. Gas emissions from
factories and exhaust fumes from vehicles lead to global warming, which may have a devastating
effect on the planet in the future. As the human population increases, we are also producing ever

greater quantities of waste, which contaminates the earth and pollutes rivers and oceans.

Governments could certainly make more effort to reduce air pollution. They could introduce
laws to limit emissions from factories or to force companies to use renewable energy from solar,
wind or water power. They could also impose 'green taxes' on drivers and airline companies. In
this way, people would be encouraged to use public transport and to take fewer flights abroad,

therefore reducing emissions.

Individuals should also take responsibility for the impact they have on the environment. They
can take public transport rather than driving, choose products with less packaging, and recycle as
much as possible. Most supermarkets now provide reusable bags for shoppers as well as 'banks'
for recycling glass, plastic and paper in their car parks. By reusing and recycling, we can help to

reduce waste.

In conclusion, both national governments and individuals must play their part in looking after the

environment.

5. PHAN TiCH CAC BAI MAU CUA TAC GIA MAT CLARK
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	1.35. Some people think that the governments should give financial support to artists, musicians and poets. Others think that it is a waste of money. Discuss both views and give your opinion. (Đề thi ngày 29/8/2015)
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	1.48. Nowadays, as women and men have to work full time, household duties should be equally divided. Do you agree or disagree? (Đề thi ngày 05/10/2014)
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	1.50. Some people say taxes should be spent on health care. Other people say that there are more important priorities for tax-payers' money. Discus both these views and give your own opinion. (Đề thi ngày 23/07/2015)
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	1.83. In conclusion, it seems to me that it would be wrong to ban testing on animals for vital medical research until equally effective alternatives have been developed.
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